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other as “lucky ones.” It makes the
audience check its assessment of the
word. Are we “lucky” because of hard
work that materializes? Are we some-
how “lucky” because the universe smiles
on us with good health, good fortune
and happiness? The playwright, Ms.
Romeo, doesn’t give answers, but plants
the questions for us to find our own
responses.

Westfield resident Betsy True has

directed an exceptional cast with
thought and sensitivity. This isn’t a
maudlin play about cancer. It’s a poi-
gnant 90-minute play about life and
dealing with both its disappointments
and highlights with humor and wit.

To buy tickets, visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org. The play
will continue on Friday, October 11, at
8 p.m., Saturday, October 12, at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, October 13, at 2 p.m.

~The Lucky Ones review continued~

Jewish Film Festival Presents
Five New Films, New Locale
SCOTCH PLAINS – Despite the

fact that the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield closed with no advance
notice, the JCC of Central New
Jersey’s Jewish Film Festival will still
take place as scheduled from Wednes-
day, October 16, through Tuesday,
November 12. Its new location is the
AMC Mountainside 10, located at
1021 Route 22 in Mountainside. All
films start at 7:30 p.m.

For 15 years, the Jewish Film Fes-
tival has been a community staple
bringing international films of all
genres to the Jewish and larger com-
munities. The JCC originally launched
this festival in 2004 because of its
reputation for outstanding arts and
education programming and the local
population’s demand for more. In fact,
in 2009, responding to positive feed-
back and an appetite for more films,
the JCC added a spring mini-series
with two extra films. Now–10 years
later--the spring festival is also a regu-
lar part the of JCC arts and education
programming.

“There are so many wonderful films
to choose from each year; it’s hard to
narrow it down to just five,” said JCC
Arts and Education Director Randi
Zucker. “Our audience loves every-
thing from historical and current dra-
mas to comedies and documentaries.”

This fall brings five new films be-
ginning on Wednesday, October 16,
with Love in Suspenders, a light-
hearted comedy about the encounter
and relationship between two people
with very different personalities–a
relationship that has to result in a
nightmare…but love has its own rules.

On Wednesday, October 23, the docu-
mentary Back to Berlin is being
screened. In 2015, the European
Maccabi Games were held in Germany
for the first time since World War II.
This film follows 11 Israeli motor-bik-
ers carrying the Maccabi torch from Tel
Aviv to Berlin, each destination hold-

ing resonance for the riders.
Next up is The Other Story on Mon-

day, October 28. In this tale of broken
relationships and forgiveness, compli-
cations arise when a dysfunctional Is-
raeli family tries to lure their daughter
away from Orthodox Judaism.

The Keeper, on Monday, Novem-
ber 4, is the true story of Bert
Trautmann, a German soldier and
POW who, against a backdrop of
British post-war protest and preju-
dice, secures the position of goal-
keeper at Manchester City, and be-
comes a footballing icon.

Closing night, Tuesday, November
12, features Fiddler: A Miracle of
Miracles, the story of Broadway sen-
sation, Fiddler on the Roof, and its
phenomenal impact around the world.
Interviews with Harold Prince, Jerry
Bock, Chaim Topol, Harvey Fierstein,
Fran Lebowitz and more.

Sharon Rockman, Film Festival
Committee Co-Chair, shared that
choosing the films is a yearlong pro-
cess. “We meet every week to screen
the films; we watch close to 30 films
each season. During each festival, we
ask the viewers to rate the films so we
can keep our finger on the pulse of
our audience,” she said.

Visit www.jccnj.org for more in-
formation, movie trailers and pric-
ing. Tickets can be purchased online
at www.jccnj.org, by mail or in per-
son at the JCC in Scotch Plains.

The Jewish Film Festival of Central
NJ is made possible by funds from the
Union County Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The JCC of Central
New Jersey is a constituent agency of
the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield
United Fund.

WML to Hold Lecture Series
About Charles Addams
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Ad Astra
“It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.”— Shakespeare

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

While I don’t love director James Gray’s
Ad Astra, a space cowboy adventure about
an accomplished astronaut’s (Brad Pitt)
mission to locate his legendary astronaut
dad (Tommy Lee Jones), previously pre-
sumed dead but perhaps gone rogue, I
must extoll its valuable subtext. You know
how you might just be fantasizing about
that dream house on a lake in Vermont and
suddenly you start getting Email adver-
tisements on your phone about just such an
abode? Well, per this highly prescient
movie set “in the near future,” the thought
is we are just about there.

In this predicted tomorrow, that sort of
mind intrusion has been honed to a T, and
space travel has so advanced that Mr.
Pitt’s Roy McBride will sojourn to the far
reaches of our solar system in search of
the famed H. Clifford McBride. Expect
the usual cataclysms, setbacks, gloriously
painted vistas and geek-inspired space
travel lingo, probably more accurate in its
extrapolative depiction of such journeys
than ever previously seen on film. But
alas, I’m jaded and expect no less from
the FX folks as we dauntlessly proceed
into cinema’s brave new world. Although,
your frugal reviewer was set back a bit
when our intrepid protagonist paid $125
for a pillow and a blanket during a com-
mercial flight to the moon.

It is the age-old conundrum, the equa-
tion to which we’ve never quite found the
answer, technology vs. our personal free-
dom, played out in tandem with Roy’s
abandonment issues, hero worship and
all the other tricky stuff that enters into
daddy and son relationships. While that
aspect of the script doesn’t add anything
especially new to the latest psychological
theories, it did jog some of my own
already established meditations: i.e. my
dad was always working; it would have
been nice to see more of him; but what
was he to do? I mean, who’d have kicked
in the $375 I needed in addition to the
$400 I’d saved since childhood to buy
that used ’60 MGA?

Happily, however, unlike the case of
Tommy Lee Jones’s storied space ex-
plorer, we never worried that dad’s need
to work was causing atmospheric distur-
bances that might ultimately result in the
Earth’s demise. We were far more con-
cerned that getting overly excited whilst
watching professional wrestling on TV
would veer him out of our orbit.

In this movie rendition of dads away
from home, way out near Neptune, some
2.7 billion miles away, the brilliant scien-
tist won’t relent in his originally assigned
mission: to find intelligent life. He’s not
impressed with what passes for it back on
terra firma. Geez, how much must Jacob
Marley howl and rattle his chains before
we get the message?

It’s not quite 1984, in the projected era
where Roy McBride fights the good fight
to save the world, but probably more like
1983-and-a-half…the implied message
being we can still work for a better future.
And thus, while the action and suspense
portions of Ad Astra don’t break any new
ground, the central metaphor that defines
and locates our time and place in history is
not only astute, but important. It’s a wake-
up call to anyone who can wrest them-
selves from the football, beer and Cheetos
long enough to pay heed and, if it’s not too
much trouble, visit the voting booth.

Our civic obligations and pathway to
preserving our own civilization noted, I
would have liked a bit more futurism
tossed into the ruminations. The semi-
fantastical prophecies of George Lucas’s
THX 1138 (1971) and Stanley Kubrick’s
adaptation of Arthur C. Clarke’s 2001: A
Space Odyssey (1968) far more piqued
my imagination than the cat-and-mouse
adventure yarns they so satisfactorily
complemented. ‘Tis the same here. It’s
fun to see what new appurtenances might
populate our surroundings, and what
novel conventions would make our lives
easier in return, of course, for sacrificing
a bit more of our privacy and civil liber-
ties. In short…our soul.

But while the movie’s crystal ball-
inspired doodads, gewgaws and
thingamajigs are perhaps sublimated to
suggest the deal with the Devil they in-
sinuate, the profoundness of what might
come to be is spookily evoked in Mr.
Pitt’s performance. His embodiment of
the hero it’d take to navigate the Big
Brother-inspired anxieties of this proph-
esied world is sublimely perceptive. That
he is at once wary, dejected, and resigned,
yet we fellow humans nonetheless hang
our hats on that glimmer of optimism we
discern in him, and thus in ourselves, is
Ad Astra’s redeeming, stellar attribute.

Ad Astra, rated PG-13, is a Twentieth
Century Fox release directed by James
Gray and stars Brad Pitt, Tommy Lee
Jones and Donald Sutherland. Running
time: 123 minutes.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will hold a series of
lectures about Westfield-born and
raised cartoonist, Charles Addams.
Tickets are free, although advance
reservations are recommended and
available at wmlnj.org.

The lecture series will provide at-
tendees with the chance to get to
know the man behind the drawings,
what inspired him, how he lived as a
boy growing up in Westfield, and dig
deeper into the hidden messages be-
hind his work.

“Apart from the Art: Charles
Addams’ Life Away from the Draw-
ing Board,” will take place on Friday,
October 18, at 7 p.m. Today, Charles
Addams is known as a world-re-
nowned cartoonist, and creator of The
Addams Family. But back in the day,
Addams himself was the toast of the
town. Always on top of the A-List, he
rubbed elbows with New York’s high
society (with women such as Joan
Fontaine, Greta Garbo and Jacqueline
Kennedy on his arm). Join biogra-
pher Linda H. Davis for a peek into a
life that was even more fascinating
than the kooky comic characters for
which Addams is best known.

“The Chas Addams Workshop by
New Yorker Cartoonist Felipe
Galindo” is a master class in
cartooning, and is to take place on
Saturday, October 19, at 11 a.m. and
2 p.m. Learn about the different types
of humorous art–cartoons, gags, com-
ics, illustrations, animations, politi-
cal, and more. Attendees can create
their own cartoons following step-
by-step instructions. Participants are
welcome to bring samples of their

drawings for feedback.
“The Life of Charles Addams, by

Addams Enthusiast Ron MacCloskey”
is scheduled for Saturday, October 26,
at 11 a.m. A lifetime fan of Addams,
Mr. MacCloskey has spent his life
bringing the world of Charles Addams
to light, including getting the Westfield
childhood home of Addams declared a
historic landmark and founding the
Westfield Foundation’s Charles
Addams Scholarship, which supports
students majoring in art.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIALTO RISING…The Rialto Theatre is opening for one night only, tonight
October 10, to show a premiere of The Addams Family animated movie. The town
is giving away 120 tickets in a contest they held that closed this past Tuesday. Those
interested in tickets were asked to submit an entry expressing what the Rialto
movie theater meant to them with submissions to be displayed at the “Rialto
Rising” exhibit in the theater’s lobby tonight to demonstrate the theater’s
significance to Westfield. The Addams Family, with an all-star voice cast led by
Oscar Isaac, Charlize Theron, Chloë Grace Moretz, Finn Wolfhard, Nick Kroll,
Bette Midler, Allison Janney, Elsie Fisher and Snoop Dogg, will be released by
United Artists nationwide on Friday, October 11. Pictured is Ron MacCloskey, a
Charles Addam’s enthusiast, sitting in the lobby of the Rialto on August 6, when
the town held a press day promoting AddamsFest and the film.

Springfield Library Is
Hosting Indie Author Day

SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield
Free Public Library, located at 66
Mountain Avenue, will participate in
Indie Author Day from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Saturday, October 12, in the library’s
Palmer Museum.

Among the authors participating is
Garwood resident Eric Nierstedt. He
has been writing tales of urban fantasy
since he was 13 years old. Mr.
Nierstedt’s new novel “Silent Pan-
theon” continues that trend while bring-
ing in elements of classic mythology.

Other authors participating in Indie
Author day represent both fiction and
non-fiction writing.

Kristin Bapst is the author of “The
Magic Awakens,” the first in her
planned “Six of Salem” series. This
paranormal romance fictionalizes
events and people from the infamous
Salem Witch Trials.

Jasmine Clark’s most recent work is
“Journey’s End,” the story of a girl who
comes of age as she journeys to find her
sister as war looms over the horizon.

Writer Vivian Fransen has published
“The Straight Spouse: A Memoir,” a
love story about a young woman who
is married to a man who turns out to be
gay and how this woman deals with the
truth in unexpected ways.

Springfield resident Leonard
Herman became the “father of
videogame history” in 1994 when he
wrote the first-ever comprehensive
history about videogames. His
groundbreaking, 800-plus page book,
“Phoenix IV: The History of the
Videogame Industry” is now in its
fourth edition and available in both
color hardcover and black and white
softcover editions.

Springfield resident Wendy Jones is
the author of “An Extraordinary Life:
Josephine E. Jones,” the story of her

mother, who may have been the first
black woman manager at a Fortune
500 company and who was also a
community activist and culinary artist.

Lisa Kardos, Ph.D., writes non-
fiction about how everyone can use
simple engineering principles to op-
timize their lives for success. She also
writes cozy mysteries under her pseud-
onym, Lizzie Benton, and is the
founder of the indie author marketing
website, Bookwerm.com.

Author Elissa Merkl’s memoir,
“Traveling Beyond the Topic of Can-
cer: The Sisters’ Journey,” spans the
final two years of her sister’s battle
against Hodgkins Disease and primary
liver cancer, told primarily through the
e-mails that were exchanged during
that period.

Anya Stassiy’s debut novel “Eyes of
Amber,” is a romance inspired by her
own experiences in medicine as a Phy-
sician Assistant.

Desiree Williams is the author of
“Designing Lives: Inspiring Our Chil-
dren Today to Inspire Our World To-
morrow,” based on her extensive ex-
perience mentoring at-risk teens.
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FOREVER FRIENDS…The Lucky Ones, directed by Westfield resident Betsy
True, and written by Lia Romeo, “reflects on what nourishes and supports
friendship, especially during rough, emotional times,” Susan M. Dougherty writes
in her review of the play, which is on through Sunday, October 13.

Reeve House to Hold
Ghost Hunt Tour

WESTFIELD — New Jersey Para-
normal Investigations researches and
investigates the existence of energy
and spirits in the hereafter. Learn
about their recent paranormal study
of the 1872 Historic Reeve House
and then tour the home with their
experts to experience a real ghost
hunt. Hosted by the Westfield His-
torical Society, the tour will take place
on Saturday, October 16, at 6:30 p.m.
and 8:30 p.m. at the Reeve House,
located at 314 Mountain Avenue.

The Reeve House was occupied
for more than 100 years before it
became the Westfield Historical
Society’s home and museum, and
many of the former inhabitants of the
house are known to have passed away
inside. Are any of their spirits still
residing there?

Tickets are $5 for Westfield Histori-
cal Society members and $10 for non-
members. Advance reservations and
payment are required on the Westfield
Historical Society website. Guests
must be 14 and older to participate.

Scotch Plains Artist Donald B. David
Exhibits ‘Bubble Wars’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Les
Malamut Art Gallery is hosting an
exhibit, “Bubble Wars,” of whimsi-
cal paintings by artist Donald B. David
of Scotch Plains through October 31,
at the lower level of the Union Public
Library, 1980 Morris Avenue, Union.

“Bubble Wars” is a series of 10, 16-
inch by 20-inch paintings depicting a
whimsical look at toys, light and
bubbles. The paintings are done in oil
and were created one day amid a
flurry of water, intense light and
bubbles. Additionally, the artist in-
cluded a favorite animation from
childhood, the moon men. The artist
paints exclusively in oils and feels the
rich, deep, allure of oil paint is some-
thing he was drawn to at an early age
and continues to develop.

Mr. David’s paintings have been
exhibited in galleries throughout the
East coast, including Gallery Henoch
in New York City; Adamar Fine Arts
in Miami; Suzanne Brown Gallery in
Arizona; Designers Gallery in Clark,
New Jersey; the Papermill Playhouse
Gallery in Millburn, New Jersey, and
the Philadelphia Sketch Club. In ad-
dition, his work was published by
Folio, a literary publication of Ameri-
can University in Washington, D.C.

Mr. David’s work is in numerous
private and corporate collections
throughout the United States, includ-
ing those of Jay Leno of Los Angeles;
Eastern Bearing in Elizabeth, New
Jersey and Elite Medical Products in
Edison, New Jersey; and Empire Of-
fice Equipment in New York City.
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Student Art On Display
At Addams Exhibit

WESTFIELD – Middle and high
school students’ artworks depicting
Charles Addams-inspired cartoons
are to be hung alongside Charles
Addams’ originals in the upcoming
“Chas Addams & Friends Art Ex-
hibit” at the James Ward Mansion to
be held from Tuesday, October 15,
through October 23. The top three
student winners will receive gift cards.

The art exhibit will be open week-
days from 3 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday,
October 19, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Sunday, October 20, from 11 a.m. to
8:30 p.m., with weekday group tours
by appointment from October 16-18,
and October 21-23, between the hours
of 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

There is a suggested donation of $5
to $10, and a portion will go towards the
Charles Addams Fund, which provides
scholarships to Westfield High School
seniors pursuing a career in the arts.


