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LEADER AT CHARLOTTE SPEEDWAY...Rich Bodmer of Westfield, a candi-
date for Westfield Town Council, holds his Westfield Leader while at Charlotte
Motor Speedway with Bill Kane.

Tix at www.jccnj.org or Film Festival Hotline at 908-889-8800 x208.

Fa l l  2 0 1 9
October 16 - November 12

AMC Mountainside 10

  

Announcing the NEW apartment homes and amenities at 
Lantern Hill, the premier senior living community in New 
Providence. Our new residence building, Bell Pavilion, is now 
open, featuring stunning floor plans with high-end finishes, like 
the stylish Belvedere.

New Providence 
LanternHillCommunity.com
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The Belvedere
One bedroom, one and a half bath 
with screened-in balcony or patio.

New senior living apartment homes at 

Lantern Hill NOW OPEN

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF NEW HOMES REMAIN!  
Call 1-800-208-1976 for your free brochure.
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I’ll say it ... I’m a senior citizen and
I’m not going anywhere! And I
support Jim Boyes for Town Council!
When I first met Jim and heard him
speak about his vision for Westfield,
I knew he was the right person to help
steward our town into the future for
all generations.

So much of my life is in Westfield.
My husband and I raised our daughter
here and now she is raising her own
family here, too. Our three
grandchildren attend the schools and
play in the same park we brought
their mother to when she was their
age.

My husband and I love walking to
town, dining in our favorite
restaurants, and working out at the
YMCA. We feel fortunate to live in
this town and take pride in our

Seniors for Jim Boyes!
continued participation in a
community and a school system that
are helping shape the lives of our
grandchildren.

My husband and I also feel
fortunate to have the perspective of
living for decades in Westfield. Under
Mayor Brindle’s leadership,
Westfield is on the right track. We
love living here more today than ever
before.

These are a few of the reasons why
I am voting for Jim Boyes to be our
next Ward 1 Councilman. I encourage
you to vote for Jim on Tuesday,
November 5th.

Lee Corcoran

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

As the co-leaders of the Union
County chapter of Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America, we
are writing to you and the residents of
Ward 3 in Westfield in support of
Jenn Gilman and her candidacy for
Town Council.

We first met Jenn 4 years ago at the
founding of our local chapter of
Moms Demand Action, a volunteer
gun violence prevention group
fighting for a safer America, where
she took on the role of legislative
lead. Jenn was in charge of tracking
bills at the state and federal level, and
keeping our supporters informed on
bills we supported and how to help
them come into law.

Through her work as legislative
lead, Jenn quickly learned how to get
things done at every level of
government, a skill that further equips
her to be an effective member of the
Westfield Town Council. Jenn
continues to commit herself to our
chapter and the gun violence
prevention movement, and is always

Jenn Gilman for Ward 3
ready to help if it means making our
kids and families safer from gun
violence.

A testimonial to her commitment
to gun violence prevention is the
endorsement she received from
Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest
gun violence prevention advocacy
group in the country.

Jenn is a passionate and empathetic
advocate for families in so many
ways, whether it be through her work
on gun safety, her years as a public
school teacher, or her passion for
making Westfield the best town it can
be. We are confident that Jenn has
not only the knowledge and
experience to be a great asset to Ward
3 and the town of Westfield, but the
passion and caring, as well.

Jessica Grant & Patti Fico,
Moms Demand Action for

Gun Sense in America
Union County Chapter

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

I received an interesting question –
does the board meet every month?
Generally, the board meets once a month
for a public/action meeting with smaller
committee meetings like Finance/
Facilities, Education/PR held in between.

Currently, the board is considering
going to a “committee of the whole”
format, which would change the board
meetings to two public meetings with one
of them as a work session and one as an
action meeting. This format requires all
board members to attend two full board
meetings with potentially two non-public
executive sessions. Topics would be
discussed twice. Not a bad thing.

I have experience with both formats.
During my professional education career,

Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE
that board used “committee of the whole.”
During service on the Garwood board, I
experienced the individual smaller
committees and one discussion/action
public meeting. I see plus and minus
aspects to both formats. It’s a decision
each board must make. In addition, there
is always the reading and careful digestion
of the board agenda packet prior to each
meeting.

All in all, it’s a big commitment. One
that I take seriously and am willing to
commit the time and energy necessary to
serve. Please support me by voting
Column 5 on November 5.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Ph.D.
Candidate for Garwood Board of Ed.

Like so many of you, I’ve spent many
hours on our fields as a coach and a
cheering dad. And in traveling with my
son to other towns for baseball, the
difference in the condition of Westfield’s
fields could not be more stark.

For at least a decade we’ve been living
with the effects of an ad hoc and reactive
approach to stewarding Westfield’s nine
public parks and fields. In the absence of
a long-term vision and comprehensive
plan, we haven’t kept up with the growing
needs of our community.

My wife and I bought our house 20
years ago because it was across the street
from Tamaques Park. In 2017, a $6.8-
million Tamaques turf field project was
being planned, which would have
permanently altered one of Westfield’s
most treasured public parks. Most
alarming, this plan was proposed without
any broad community input, and certainly
none from the Tamaques neighbors.

My family never heard from our Ward
4 councilman alerting us to the recreation
commission’s proposal. If he had, I
would’ve asked the following questions
about the 2017 Tamaques field proposal:

Does it accommodate growth
projections for youth sports, considering
it only turfs an existing field without
adding capacity?

Is there a proposed parking solution, or
will it exacerbate an already absurd
parking problem?

Where’s the traffic study ensuring this
proposal doesn’t increase bicycle and
pedestrian safety issues?

What, if any, field options and locations
were otherwise considered?

I don’t believe I would’ve received the
answers because the due diligence wasn’t
done. The Tamaques field proposal was
an example of a hurried ‘fix’, instead of
the right solution.

There’s no question — we need to
couple protecting the natural spaces that
make Westfield special with the pressing
need for fields that make our community
proud. It’s doable, and Mayor Brindle

Scott Katz for Westfield Council
has taken the first critical step by initiating
a Westfield’s first ever Parks and
Recreation Strategic Plan, and asking for
our input.

And we responded! With 40,000 votes
on the public survey, and huge attendance
at the public workshops, the community
is finally part of the process.

This comprehensive plan will establish
a long-term strategic vision intended to
preserve our natural spaces while finally
delivering modern recreation facilities,
athletic fields, bicycle paths, walking
trails, and recreation programs for all
residents of all ages and abilities. And
Tamaques Park will be central to this
plan.

Whether it’s our kids’ flag football
games, cycling with friends, or pushing a
stroller around the park — Tamaques
brings us together in so many ways. I look
forward to receiving the Strategic Plan
recommendations knowing that whatever
solutions are proposed, they were driven
by our friends and neighbors. As your
Ward 4 councilman, I will ensure our
community is always at the forefront of
not only identifying our challenges, but
being a part of the solutions.

I look forward to earning your vote on
Election Day on November 5. Or, Early
In Person at the Union County Clerk’s
Office on 300 North Avenue East in
Westfield, which is now open! To contact
or learn more, email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.

Scott Katz, Ward 4 Town Council
Candidate
Westfield

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Jim Boyes for Westfield Council
As I continue knocking on doors in

Ward 1, a common concern keeps
coming up: how do we preserve
Westfield’s character in the face of
teardowns?

My wife and I moved to Westfield
for the historic charm and have since
restored one of the oldest houses in
town. One of the primary reasons
people move here is for our charming
neighborhoods and the architecture
that reminds us of our 300-year
history.

Preserving Westfield’s charm has
many benefits:

Economically, buyers are seeking
homes with unique character and
mature trees in Westfield. And by
keeping our housing sizes diverse,
we create options for seniors, first-
time home buyers, and for our current
neighbors downsizing after the kids
move out.

Culturally, preservation highlights
the heritage of our community and
preserves the legacy of important
figures — like Charles Addams —
and our proudest stories. By
stewarding this “sense of place,”
residents are inspired and community
pride is strengthened.

Environmentally, the impact of
unnecessarily tearing down homes is

unsustainable. By repurposing or
restoring our existing structures, we
reduce the amount of construction
waste in our landfills, and abstain
from using the natural resources
required for new builds. Additionally,
repurposing a building can create
opportunities for ‘destination spots’
that drive economic growth and
revenue opportunities.

The preliminary findings of the
Master Plan survey show that many
residents are concerned about
teardowns and subdivisions
reinforcing Mayor’s Shelley Brindle’s
emphasis on historic preservation. As
your Ward 1 Councilman, I will
support a pro-growth vision for
Westfield’s future that preserves the
best of our past.

I look forward to earning your vote
on Election Day, November 5. Or,
Early In Person at the Union County
Clerk’s Office on 300 North Avenue
East in Westfield which is now open!
To contact or learn more, email
jim@westfieldtogether.com or visit
boyesforward1.com.

Jim Boyes
Candidate for Westfield

Council, Ward 1

Jenn Gilman for Westfield Council
Over the past few months, Ward 3

neighbors have been reaching out to
me with their long-standing concerns
regarding our roads and sidewalks.
The two most recent include: (1) ADA-
compliant curb ramps at the Central
Avenue and Clover Street intersection,
and the absence of them at Clover and
Francis Terrace; and (2) the missing
striping, where recently paved Summit
Avenue intersects Grove Street.

These are outcomes of piece-meal
fixes and years of a reactive approach.
Francis Terrace is visibly in need of
paving, and though Clover Street has
the ADA-compliant curb ramps, they
are ineffectual without the connecting
sidewalk along Central Avenue.
Currently, the curb ramp goes directly
to grass.

These long-standing, fixable issues
need a proactive approach and holistic
solutions. That is why Mayor Shelley
Brindle initiated Westfield’s first
comprehensive review of our
infrastructure by:

Assessing and identifying ways to
make North Avenue from Central
Avenue to South Euclid safer and
more pedestrian friendly, with a
Complete Streets Grant.

Evaluating the condition of every
street in Westfield with Laser Camera
Array technology, which objectively
determines the order of urgency for

repaving. The outcomes and
recommendations will be presented
at a town council meeting in
November.

Our ward 3 neighbors recognize
the difference that repaving 20 miles,
versus the past annual average of just
four, has made to our quality of life.
We need to bring this big picture to
many of the long-standing challenges
in Westfield. Residents expect more
from their elected officials, and I’m
ready for the work ahead as your
Ward 3 councilwoman.

I look forward to earning your vote
on Election Day, November 5. Or,
early in person at the Union County
Clerk’s Office on 300 North Avenue
East in Westfield, which is now open!
To contact or learn more, email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com.

Jenn Gilman, Ward 3 Westfield
Council Candidate
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We’ll Publish It!

goleader.com/form/bulletin


