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WHS Students Earn Perfect
ACT / SAT Scores

WESTFIELD — Twenty-five
Westfield High School (WHS)
students achieved perfect scores on
ACT and/or SAT subject areas over
the summer. “I commend you for this
outstanding achievement for it speaks
volumes about your abilities and your
commitment to your education,” said
WHS Principal Mary Asfendis.

The students who achieved perfect
scores are:

June 2019 SAT: Matthew Arndt
(Math 2), Ryan Billings (Math 2),
Grace Endy (Math 2), Samuel Ertman
(Math 2 and Chemistry), Zachary
Fischer (Math 2), Kurt Hu (Physics),
Aidan Kilbourn (Chemistry), Thomas
Lupicki (Math 2), Mira Mehta (Math
2), Henry Meiselman (Math 2),
Spencer Rothfleisch (Math 2), Alan
Solovey (Math 2), Max Tennant (Math
2), Sivaji Turimella (Math 2) and
Abbey Zidel (Biology-M).

June 2019 ACT: Alexis Hammer
(English), Katherine Martinson
(Science, STEM, English), Elisa
Saint-Denis (English) and Tara

Sullivan (Science).
July 2019 ACT: Clea Demuynck

(Math and Reading), Alexis Hammer
(Math) and Brad Hornbeck (Math).

August 2019 SAT: Grace Endy
(Math), Mark Falletta (Math 2), Mira
Mehta (Math and Evidence-Based
Reading and Writing), Maxwell
Scialabba (Math 2), Madeline Stack
(Math 2), Sivaji Turimella (Math)
and Kailey Zhao (Math).

ACE STUDENTS...Achieving perfect scores on subject tests on the June and July
2019 ACT and the August 2019 SAT, pictured, front row, left to right, are: Clea
Demuynck, Alexis Hammer, Sivaji Turimella and Tara Sullivan; back row, left to
right, are: Grace Endy, Katherine Martinson, Elise Saint-Denis, Kailey Zhao and
Brad Hornbeck, with Westfeld High School Principal Mary Asfendis.

November’s Town Council
election is particularly important for
the future direction of Westfield.

Over the next few years, we will be
making many community-driven and
transformative decisions regarding
Downtown, parking, pedestrian safety,
traffic, fields, parks, and more. To
make the most of this historic
opportunity, we need to elect
independently-minded and
collaborative Councilpersons that
bring a diverse set of professional
skills and experience to represent you.

We’re incredibly fortunate to have
the following four candidates
running:

Jim Boyes for Ward 1: An
environmental engineer, Jim
currently serves on the reinstated
Green Team and built a career
managing risk.

Mark Parmelee for Ward 2:
Former Manhattan DA’s prosecutor
and currently a partner and
securities litigator for a global law
firm. Mark is a 13-year veteran of
the Washington School Show.

Jenn Gilman for Ward 3: Graduated
magna cum laude from Boston
College, went on to become a public
school teacher, and a legislative
leader for Moms Demand Action,
where she fought for sensible gun
reforms in Trenton.

Scott Katz for Ward 4: Studied
economics at Tulane, operated a
family-owned business for over two
decades, and is prepared to use his
experience to support our Downtown
merchants.

Two years ago, you voted for me,
along with Linda Habgood, Mike
Dardia, David Contract and Dawn
Mackey to bring growth and positive
change to our community. And now
you, again, have the opportunity to
elect four candidates with fresh
perspectives, unencumbered by a
“how things have always been done”
mindset.

As Westfield’s first full-time
Mayor, I’ve worked to ensure our
local government works efficiently,
responsively, and openly on behalf
of all residents, and to lead

Building on Progress:
Mayor Shelley Brindle Endorses

Town Council Candidates
proactively to address long-standing
concerns. So far, we:

—Achieved a 0% municipal tax
increase for the first time;

—Maintained a target level of
surplus and a AAA bond rating;

—Prioritized and aggressively
advocated for peak one-seat rides;

—Invested in long neglected
infrastructure and tripled road
paving—the most in Town history;

—Appointed strong, new
community-focused Police
Department leadership;

—Opened the Town Board &
Commission application process;

—Led unprecedented planning
process to establish long-term holistic
vision for Westfield;

—Transformed Town
communication with new technology,
social media and live-streaming;

— Created community events like
AddamsFest to drive economic
development—and have some fun!

I’m proud of how hard we’ve
worked to accomplish so much so
quickly. I think you’d agree—we’ve
rolled up our sleeves and focused on
issues that matter to you.

With friends and neighbors on both
sides of the ballot, local elections can
be difficult. But as residents and
taxpayers, we need to expect more
from our elected officials. Providing
basic constituent service and simply
casting a vote at public meetings is
no longer enough. We need
Councilpersons who will do the work
and be unafraid to take active roles in
championing progress.

Politics and party aside, I am
endorsing these four candidates
because they are the best people for
the job at this critical point in time.

On November 5th, vote for
continued progress in Westfield and
elect the Column A candidates Jim
Boyes for Ward 1, Mark Parmelee
for Ward 2, Jenn Gilman for Ward 3,
and Scott Katz for Ward 4! Let’s do
this!

Mayor Shelley Brindle
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CANDIDATE SLATE...Mayor Shelley Brindle, second from left, endorses Mark
Parmelee for Ward 2, Jim Boyes for Ward 1, Jenn Gilman for Ward 3 and Scott
Katz for Ward 4, pictured left to right.

Susan Massa, local resident and
Real Estate Broker Associate of Keller
Williams, shown with Craig Gibson,
Supervisor of the Westfield
Department of Public Works, created
a beautiful autumn look of white and
yellow mums for the fall festivities in
Westfield and Veterans Day November
11, 2019, honoring all veterans.

The chrysanthemum, or the so-
called “golden flower,” is one of the
most beautiful plants and possesses
the power to attract happy
circumstances into our lives. It is a
symbol of autumn, simplicity and ease
of life. The Chrysanthemum flower
got its name from the Greek words
Chrysos, which means gold, and
Anthemon, meaning flower. These two
words combined meant a flower of
gold or gold flower, and the name
itself was the perfect representation of
the beauty and value of this flower and
perfect for the World War I Memorial.

Though it is originally a golden
yellow color, today there are
thousands of different types and
colors in the world that naturally
have their meaning. Thus, the white
mum is the symbol of purity,
spirituality and truth, clarity of
thought; red is a sign of love and
accentuated passion; purple
symbolizes decency and nobility;
blue carries with it calmness and
inspiration, orange is a sign of

World War I Memorial Gets
an Autumnal Look Donated

By Susan Massa

TRIBUTE...Susan Massa, local resident and Realtor with Keller Williams,
donates mums to  World War I Memorial.  She is pictured here with Craig Gibson,
Supervisor of the Westfield Department of Public Works.

progress and warmth; while yellow
symbolizes happiness and joy as well
as a solemn remembrance. The
Triangle of Monuments Plaza, a focal
point to The Town of Westfield, is
cared for by Craig Gibson and
diligently tended by his team from
the DPW: Vinny Brodo, Rock
Steward, Lorenzo Scipioni, John
Giordano, Jr. and Jerry Guarino, and
is possible due to the support of
Administrator Jim Gildea and the
Westfield Council allowing the
freedom to be creative.

The chrysanthemum flower has
several important meanings: Lasting
friendship, True friendship, God energy
and optimism, Rebirth, Enduring life,
Loyalty, Devotion, Love.

From all of the above it is not difficult
to understand that chrysanthemums
are one of the most powerful, and
certainly the most beautiful, symbols
of optimism and caring life. The mum
also has a secret message telling you
to never give up on your dream, be
kind and bring joy to others, have
courage be happy and grateful no
matter what and honor those before us
on November 11, 2019.

The 11th hour of the 11th day of
the 11th month.

That’s when the armistice ending
World War I began in 1918, and that
is the origin of Veterans Day, a U.S.
holiday often confused with
Memorial Day. Memorial Day honors
America’s war dead, while Veterans
Day honors all American veterans,
living and dead, and has a special
emphasis on thanking living veterans
for their service to the country.

In November 1919, one year after
the armistice ending World War I,
President Woodrow Wilson declared
November 11 as the first
commemoration of Armistice Day
with the following words:

“To us in America, the reflections
of Armistice Day will be filled with
solemn pride in the heroism of those
who died in the country’s service and
with gratitude for the victory, both
because of the thing from which it has
freed us and because of the opportunity
it has given America to show her
sympathy with peace and justice in
the councils of the nations.” . . .

In 1938, Congress made November
11 an annual, legal holiday known as
Armistice Day to honor the cause of
world peace, but it was primarily
used to honor World War I veterans.
After World War II, in 1954, the law
was changed, and “Armistice” was
changed to “Veterans.” November
11 became a day to honor veterans of
all American wars.

I’m proud to be a Westfield
Resident.
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That’s why it’s

Explore our downtown Jersey City campus...
Fall Open House | Sunday, October 20 | 1-4 p.m. 

or anytime at spprep.org/tour

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | spprep.org

“Everyone here wants me to succeed, and I have 
grown as a leader and a person because of it.” 

– Suvan Bhat, ’20

Photo courtesy of Franklin School
LET’S PLAY...On September 27, Franklin School in Westfield unveiled a new
playground addition installed over the summer, thanks to the generosity of the
Franklin PTO. Franklin PTO Co-President Kendra Broad said, “We wanted to
celebrate the occasion with a ribbon cutting. The playground has been open for use
since the first day of school and the kids are loving it.” Joining Franklin students at the
ceremony, pictured, front row, left to right, are: teachers Barbara Piatkowski and
David Hancock, Assistant Principal Paul Duncan, Principal Eileen Cambria, Ms.
Broad, Jessica Siegel, Amy Blake and Board of Education Vice-President Amy Root.

Town Hall to Hold Model Train
Exhibit in Support of Art Scholarship
WESTFIELD – A model train ex-

hibit is to be on display at town hall on
Thursday, October 17, through Sun-
day, October 27. Trains from both The
Model Railroad Club of Union County
and the Gersten family, whose small-
scale model railroad layout was built to
represent major Westfield landmarks,
past and present, will be on display at
the Westfield Town Hall Community
Room, 425 East Broad Street.

The public is invited to see
“Gomez’s Dynamite Model Railway”
on Thursdays and Fridays, October
17, 18, 24, 25 from 3 to 7 p.m.;

Saturdays, October 19, and October
26, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun-
days, October 20 and October 27,
from noon to 4 p.m.

Tickets are available online begin-
ning on Monday, October 7, at 9 a.m.
with a suggested donation of $5, with
a portion of the proceeds to go towards
the Charles Addams Fund, which pro-
vides scholarships to Westfield High
School seniors pursuing a career in the
arts. Space is limited, and advance
reservations are recommended. Tick-
ets at the door will only be made
available if space permits.

Photo courtesy Township of Scotch Plains
HEALTHY HABITS...Township officials joined local students at elementary
schools across Scotch Plains as they participated in Walk to School Day. Mayor
Al Smith was at Coles and Evergreen Elementary School, Councilman Ted Spera
attended McGinn Elementary School and Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler and
Deputy Township Manager Margaret Heisey were present at School One. Walk
to School Day is an international event celebrated in October each year. Thou-
sands of communities join in with fun and safe Walk to School Day events that get
families, teachers, city staff, and community members walking together, while
educating children and families about the benefits of walking.

Photo Courtesy of BPS PTA
WALK TO SCHOOL…Families were encouraged to walk to school last Friday,
October 4, for the annual Brookside Place School (BPS) Walk to School Day. Before
the school day began, members of the Cranford Police Department (CPD) came out
to support the effort and Sgt. Perrotta spoke about pedestrian and bicycle safety.
Safe walking and bicycling to school will reduce crashes, enables children to
incorporate reg physical activity and healthy habits, reduces vehicle congestion in
and around school grounds, and encourages independence in children, Sgt. Perrotta
said. Pictured are students of BPS and Principal Michael Klimko (pictured back
row, second from left) with CPD officers, left to right, are: School Resource Officer,
Detective Siessel, Sgt. Perrotta, Ptl. Donnerstag, Ptl. Drew, and Sgt. Toy.

Walk to School Day

Photo courtesy Township of Scotch Plains
WALKING TOGETHER...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith walks to school with
children at Evergreen Elementary School for the national Walk to School Day.

100 PERCENT...Westfield High School (WHS) principal Mary Asfendis, pictured
far right, congratulates WHS seniors who received perfect scores on June 2019 SAT
subject tests. Pictured, first row, left to right, are: Ryan Billings, Samuel Ertman,
Max Tennant, Aidan Kilbourn, Grace Endy, Mira Mehta and Abbey Zidel; back
row, left to right, are: Spencer Rothfleisch, Thomas Lupicki, Henry Meiselman,
Alan Solovey, Sivaji Turimella, Kurt Hu, Zachary Fischer and Matthew Arndt.
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