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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

TRICK OR TREAT

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H

BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office

and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 8th will receive

four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!

A Modest Proposal For
Westfield Gas Blowers

I have written to the editor previously
at my dismay over the constant blasting of
gas blowers throughout three seasons of
the year. I have engaged with the town as
well as anyone who would listen to my
concerns for the health and tranquility of
our residents, employees and guests. Af-
ter much reflection (and considerable lack
of progress) I admit that I was misguided,
that I perhaps missed the bigger picture.
This proposal is my correction.

As we are facing a downtown full of
empty storefronts, victims of the new
online economy, as well as homeowners
hit with higher net taxes due to the loss of
tax deductions, we need a bold plan to
lead us through these challenging times.

One solution hiding is plain site in-
volves zoning. I propose that we reclas-
sify all properties currently listed as resi-
dential to a mixed designation, residen-
tial/industrial. The merits of this plan
may not at first appear obvious, but I
believe the logic will soon be apparent.
The change would be a mere formality.
Consider that currently the ambient noise
generated throughout our town rivals that
found in the most robust manufacturing
zones. I can attest to this having run a
high-volume processing operation in NJ
for over three decades.

I say with confidence that the sound
generated by blending 6,000 pounds of
material in a two-story blender falls well
short of the noise produced by one gas-
fired leaf blower, a familiar sight (and
sound) to any who wish to open their
window, take a walk, or even sit outside
during the day. And one blower is the
exception. Often it is two, both of which
are employed to move wayward grass
clippings for six months of the year when
there are no leaves. In the fall the noise
continues, but I submit with a little less
embarrassment as there are in fact some
leaves to blow. The sound coverage of
multiple blowers used by multiple crews
hopscotching throughout town is ex-
tended by the particular frequency emit-
ted by these two-stroke gas engines, which
carry the sound farther than other ma-
chines (electric) with similar decibel lev-
els.

Therefore, it is time to not merely ac-
cept the reality of Westfield industrial
life, but to embrace it. Let Westfield lead
into the future whether that future is over
a cliff or around it. As we transition from
the nationwide trend against brick and
mortar retail, we need to find revenue
elsewhere. It is fine to landscape our
lawns in order to create the illusion of a
picturesque town of manicured tranquil-
ity, one that suggests days spent relaxing
outside or peacefully gardening or sip-
ping iced tea with friends. We can even
continue the latest trend, placing
Adirondack chairs on our front lawns to
encourage more interaction with our
neighbors. But let us do this with our eyes
open. By recognizing that our postcard
perfect properties have limited use for
such activities except perhaps after 6 p.m.
went most commercial landscapers have

finished for the day. My point is simple:
if we cannot enjoy our properties we
might as well monetize them.

It is only reasonable that the economic
benefit of the constant noise and pollu-
tion currently engulfing Westfield Indus-
trial Park (this new name is just a sugges-
tion) should extend beyond the handful
of landscapers currently employing gas-
propelled two-stroke blowers. With a mass
zoning change, a mere swipe of the pen,
homeowner entrepreneurs will sprout up
throughout town. Bespoke manufactur-
ing will spring up. Imagine the following
sprinkled throughout town: 3-D printing;
lumber mills, with bandsaws blazing; a
fat rendering plant; maybe even an abat-
toir, with no need to muffle the screaming
of the livestock.

To those naysayers who expect to be
able to find peace in their own backyard,
to listen to the birds, to hear children
playing we say, go indoors, close the
windows and put on the Nature Channel.
And to those who complain of the pollu-
tion generated by two-sroke engine back-
pack blowers we say if Westfield is going
to lead it needs to lead for better or worse,
locally as well as globally. And these
engines are unique enough to damage
both (consider the fact that you can smell
the exhaust of 25-pound leaf blowers
down the block, but not a 6,000 Cadillac
Escalade idling in your driveway). If we
mix oil and vinegar in our salads, surely
we should be able to mix oil directly with
the gas which is a toxicity unique to these
engines. And to those mostly young men,
whose job it is to strap on these machines
with or without hearing protection or
masks, let us leave that to free market.
Perhaps many have turned down many
great job opportunities and are willing to
damage their hearing and lungs for the
pleasure of working outdoors. Please
don’t counter with well-documented stud-
ies attributing increased stress levels
caused by excessive noise and the par-
ticular damaged caused by these machines.
These are bold times and we need to
toughen up. Besides, we can agree that
listening is no longer respected and rarely
practiced. In fact, it is not hard to imagine
that hearing itself may very well be delisted
as one of the five senses, sort of like the
delisting of Mercury as a planet. Hon-
estly does anyone miss Mercury?

No, as a town we have committed
ourselves to fight the good fight. To re-
move at all costs (to our health, our hear-
ing, our sanity) the scourge of the poten-
tial wayward twig or blade of grass in
spring and summer, and in the fall, to
weekly remove all (to the last leaf!) leaves
on our property (though on the street is
somehow fine?). We must use this pas-
sion as a springboard toward a new town
economy. Let the entrepreneurial spirit
guide us. As for me, I have already de-
cided what I am going manufacture on
my property… decorative garden rakes.

Jonathan Spitz
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

The Bent Wheel
Several weeks ago I was called a

lightning rod candidate. I was a little
shocked when I heard the comment,
but I took some time to think about
the statement. So here is my response:
The purpose of a lightning rod is to
save your home or your building from
catastrophic damage. In fact in cer-
tain areas insurance companies de-
mand a lightning rod before they will
insure your property. So I no longer
take offense to your description, I
now see it as a badge of honor. Be-
cause, if you have not noticed we are
in a terrific storm, with every burst of
lightning another business leaves our
beautiful town.

I look at the value of our homes as
a wheel with three spokes. Spoke one
is the school system. Spoke two is the
home itself (square footage, location,
remodeling, etc.). Spoke three the
downtown. So on your wheel, two
spokes are undamaged, spoke one:
the schools system, spoke two: the
home itself. Only these two undam-
aged spokes are holding the value of
your home right now. Spoke three is
bent: Our Downtown Westfield. Be-
cause of the decaying in Downtown
Westfield, our homes are losing value.

I had a meeting the other evening
with several home owners from
Westfield. We were discussing Down-
town Westfield when one of the folks
said you mean, “Down Turn
Westfield.” The other comments I
heard was, “If the mayor spent as
much time on finding new businesses
as she does putting on her parties,
there would not be an empty store in
town.”

For the record, I think the Addams
Fest is a great idea for Westfield. It is
a program that could grow into a
wonderful event for our town. The
problem is there are not enough deco-
rations to cover all of the empty store-
fronts in Downtown Westfield. Yes,
we who live here will look the other
way and enjoy the programs the town
is working so hard to put together for
AddamsFest. The problem as I see it,
our government should not be a pro-
moter. What should have been done
was to have AddamsFest put out as a
bid to professional promoters. This
would free our government up to do-
ing what it should, keeping spokes

from bending on our precious wheels.
Downtown Westfield is vital to

keeping the value of our homes grow-
ing. The value of our homes have
slipped in the last few years. As I
drive through Cranford, Garwood,
Summit I do not see nearly the num-
ber of vacancies on their downtown
streets as I do in Westfield. I would
much rather see our government work-
ing on bring[ing] new businesses to
Westfield rather than putting on par-
ties. Sell the rights to AddamsFest to
a professional promoter, and go back
to work bringing some new businesses
into our Westfield.

Once again, I think AddamsFest is
a great idea and I hope the entire town
gets involved. For over 20 years I
have been involved in putting to-
gether concerts, street fairs, car shows,
charity events, car auctions, etc. I
understand all that goes into putting
on a large event such as AddamsFest.
What I can tell you is, a town should
not be a promoter and gamble taxpay-
ers’ money on events. Sell the rights
to AddamsFest; get an events pro and
fill Downtown Westfield with new
businesses.

Rick Bodmer
Candidate for Westfield Council

Tired of Negative And False News;
Can’t Wait Until Voters Decide

As we enter another election sea-
son, I find myself simultaneously very
hopeful about, and very disappointed
with, what my fellow citizens are
capable of. In the last two years, I
have personally spoken to hundreds
of voters and visited thousands of
homes throughout the area. This is
where I find hope, in simple and
(mostly) short conversations about
what’s important to people and how
that relates to elections for Garwood,
the Assembly or Congress. At times,
I’ve found people who disagree on
policy, but unpleasantness in the con-
versation almost never results.

Contrast that with what has been
going on in politics for several years
now. Dating back a decade or so, core
groups of very negative people have
engaged in the worst sort of politics,
which are designed to divide rather
than unify while questioning not just
our politics, but the mutual love of
our communities we all should share.
It has sadly been an escalating issue at
the local level of politics in our area.

What possible motivation could
there be for some of our local politi-
cians to characterize their opponents
in the political process the way they
do? They only reason I can think of is
that some people who are running for
office, or campaigning on behalf of
those who are, have no plan and no
platform. They apparently just don’t
like what the other people are doing.
So, the only thing they have is to bang
on the table, twist the facts (or flat out
make things up) and just repeat how
everyone but them is bad.

It’s really a shame to see this, be-
cause at the local and even state level
of politics it was once enough to be
able to disagree on points of policy,
funding priorities or the role of gov-
ernment. Discussions happened, com-
promises occurred, and the business
of governing moved on. We were
better than Washington politics as we
worked with our friends and neigh-
bors to do the right thing regardless of
political affiliations!

Yet now we suffer through distor-

tions, lies and a constant barrage of
spin and personal attacks. It’s not just
that a project, a decision or a vote is
disliked or disagreed with, it must
have been done in bad faith and with-
out integrity. The elected officials
must want to secretly “destroy” the
community we all live in together.
Because that makes sense.

I see these accusations and this
negativity time and again on social
media, or more notably arriving di-
rectly in my mailbox a week ago
courtesy of the Garwood Republican
Club disguised as a town or school
publication. Yet, I never have seen
the people hurling this vitriol out on
the street speaking to people. I rarely
see any of them at council or planning
board meetings where most of their
“concerns” could be aired out and
responded to. Because I have only
missed one of each type of meeting
since the beginning of 2018, while I
work to stream them over Facebook
Live so residents can watch the meet-
ings even if they cannot personally
attend them; I must conclude this is
evidence of the same bad faith these
negative people so often accuse oth-
ers of.

Perhaps all their lies and negativity
simply don’t work face to face. More
likely is that it won’t stand up to the
scrutiny of their fellow residents if
done at a public meeting that is re-
corded/streamed live, with real time
answers which contradict all their talk-
ing points with the clear facts.

Hope wins out over disappoint-
ment for me every time. Because I
know most of my fellow residents,
both here in Garwood and across our
state, are far too smart for bush league
tactics like negative advertising to
work, even when it’s literally dis-
guised as “the news.” I look forward
to hearing the voters speak on No-
vember 5th. I am confident they will
get it as right in 2019 as they did in the
past.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

UC BOE Support of Legislation:
S-3846 / A-5716 and A-5726

Editor’s Note: The following was sent to
Union County’s state delegation in Trenton.

 I would like to take this opportunity to
voice the full support of the Union County
Board of Elections (“UC BOE”) for two
pieces of pending legislation: S-3846/ A-
5716: Permits school districts to close
schools on days of general and Primary
Elections, and A-5726: Raises pay for
election workers to $300 per day.

S-3846/A-5716: Permits school dis-
tricts to close schools on days of general
and Primary Elections.

As you are aware, the Union County
Board of Elections is permitted to use
schools and other public buildings as
polling locations pursuant to statute.
Schools, and other public buildings, are
most compliant in terms of ADA accessi-
bility and meet other statutory require-
ments including proximity to voters within
their election district.

The  UC BOE has historically made
use of public schools as polling places
without any interruption in the function-
ing of the schools. The Election Board
certainly considers any concerns of the
boards of education involving the safety
of school children and staff. Further, as
the case has always been, the Board is
available to address any specific con-
cerns the boards of education may have
about Election Day use of the schools as
polling locations, such as ingress and
egress issues, traffic concerns and of
course, specific safety concerns.

However, there is, of course, a risk
involved with allowing unidentified per-
sons into the schools.  Many schools are
starting to recognize this safety issue and
have made adjustments to their school
calendars to either close the schools en-
tirely or allow for a professional in service

day.  UC BOE  fully supports closing the
schools on Primary and General Election
Days and would request that the schools
consider an adjustment starting with the
Presidential Primary in 2020, if not sooner.
Union County is fortunate in that all the
school board elections have been moved to
coincide with the General Election.  Fur-
ther, we do not have any fire districts, which
would necessitate additional elections.

Union County has 431 districts in 166
polling places, of which 82 are schools
and 264 polling districts are housed in
schools.  The UC BOE has been
proactively looking for opportunities to
move polling places out of the schools.
Just this year, we moved nine districts out
of four schools.  We encourage municipal
and community involvement in helping
us locate alternate polling locations; for
example, the changes made in Spring-
field this year were at the advice of a
constituent we met at the county’s Na-
tional Night Out event.

For your review, below is a listing of
the county’s schools status for the 2019
General Election and the 2020 Primary
Election.  It is encouraging to see that
Elizabeth, the county’s largest school
district, Cranford and Hillside are able to
accommodate the recommended school
closures in their calendar.

The state has an opportunity to be proac-
tive in securing the safety of our children in
the schools – a place where children should
always be safe.  The national climate rela-
tive to gun safety and statistics relative to
mass shootings is all the evidence the legis-
lature needs to make this pending legisla-
tion a law in NJ.  Your partnership in this
effort would be greatly appreciated and go
a long way in keeping our children safe and
facilitating the election process.

A-5726: Raises pay for election work-
ers to $300 per day

Election board workers are currently
compensated $200 per day.  Board work-
ers have not received an increase in pay
since 2001, when the rate was standard-
ized statewide and went from $100, in
Union County, for the day to $200. (In
other counties, the pay was $75 per elec-
tion.)  Board workers are required to
report to the polls at 5:15 a.m. and work
through the close of the polls at 8 p.m.
Often, the poll workers work until at least
8:15 to 8:30 p.m., depending on the lines,
shutting down the machines and packing
up their district supplies.  According to
statute, poll workers are entitled to a one-
hour lunch, which means they are paid for
working a 14-hour day at a rate of $14.29.
But the truth is, many poll workers can-
not take lunch either because the volume
of voters does not permit for it or because
not all poll workers reported for work that
day.   Further, they must learn and admin-
ister new election laws and, in Union
County, they are now learning new hard-
ware and software.  In addition, they are
mandated to attend training every two
years which typically lasts between two
to three hours.

The UC BOE typically assigns five
poll workers per district.  However, many
either cancel prior to Election Day or just

do not show up on Election Day.  In fact,
in the 2019 Primary Election, we had a
few districts with no poll workers report-
ing at all as of the weekend prior to
Election Day and had to quickly reassign
our workforce.  While we were able to
make due with less poll workers at our
tables in the 2019 Primary, this cannot
happen in the upcoming presidential elec-
tion.  We need to increase the compensa-
tion to retain our current workforce and
increase our complement.

The pending legislation also provides
an appropriation for county reimburse-
ment wherein the county’s portion would
be $75 per poll worker and the state
would reimburse the county $225 per
poll worker.

Voting is paramount to the preserva-
tion of our democracy. The role poll
workers play is underestimated and un-
dervalued; they are the face of Election
Day.  I respectfully request your support
of A-5726 and the introduction of a sen-
ate counterpart, especially in time for the
2020 Presidential Election!

I sincerely thank you for your time,
attention and kind consideration.  I wel-
come the opportunity to discuss these
important matters with you further.

Nicole L. DiRado, CMC, MPA
Administrator

Union County Board of Elections

Union  County School Polling Places

We Support Mark Parmelee for Town Council
Dear Editor,
We are writing to share our thoughts

with our Ward 2 neighbors, in case
they have not yet had a chance to
meet Candidate Mark Parmelee who
is running for Town Council.

It is easy enough to learn about
Mark’s policy positions on his website
or Facebook page, so we would like to
share our thoughts about who Mark is
as a person. We have known Mark
Parmelee for about 15 years.

We first met Mark while working
together as volunteers at Washington
School where our kids attended. At
the time, Mark was commuting very
long hours but always showed up to
volunteer and always came with a
smile. He has a warm heart, an
infectious laugh and is always a
pleasure to be around. But Mark is
more than a really fun person to be
with. He has a sharp intellect and gets
things done efficiently and

purposefully.
On more than one occasion, Mark

has shown up in our yard early on a
weekend morning to help set up for a
party, or has been the last to leave so
he could help clean up. He is the
genuine article, and we will be lucky
to have Mark serving our town
council. We urge you to vote for
Mark Parmelee on November 5th.
He will serve us with balance, humor
and heart.

Sincerely,
Janet and George Sarkos
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