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CHECKMATE…Chess opened at the CDC Theatre in Cranford this past Friday, and will run through October 12. The
complex rock opera, directed by Edgar Hildago, with lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus
of ABBA fame, stars Jenna Ravenda as Florence Vassy, Sean Eugene Lough as Anatoly Sergievsky, Shane Long as Frederick
Trumper. The show has a full dance and vocal ensemble with a 14-piece orchestra.

Pumpkin Patch Is Part of Frazee
House Harvest Festival 2019

SCOTCH PLAINS — The historic
Frazee farmstead will host October
festivities on its site and participate in
Union County-wide events marking
the area’s deep Colonial history. All
October events, besides providing
engagement to county residents and
lovers of history, will benefit the “Save
the Frazee House” project, an effort
to complete the renovation of the
historic house.

The Fourth Annual Harvest Festival
will be held—rain or shine—at the
Frazee House site, 1451 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, on Saturday, October
19, from noon to 4:30 p.m. There will
be many family friendly activities: live
music, pony rides, a petting zoo, food
trucks, face painting, pumpkin tossing
and bowling, a haunted trail, and a
costume contest, plus new for this
year: bouncy house, water game and
more games for all ages.

“We’ve made wonderful progress
with the Frazee renovation and are
excited for the public to see it,” said

Andy Calamaras, president of the Ro-
tary Frazee House committee. The
Harvest Festival is another chance for
the community to visit the site and see
for themselves.

“The Great Pumpkin Patch,” pump-
kins will be sold—all sizes—during
the Harvest Festival and every day,
from 11 a.m. to dusk at the Frazee
site. The sales are ongoing from Sat-
urday, October 5 through October 31.

Additionally, in October, overlap-
ping the date of the Harvest Festival,
will be the Frazee House participation
with Union County’s annual “Four
Centuries in a Weekend,” on October
19 and 20. The Union County Board
of Chose Freeholders sponsors coor-
dinated open houses that weekend at
more than 50 sites all over the county—
homes, museums, trails, cemeteries
and parks—of which the Frazee site is
one of the oldest. Representatives will
be at the Frazee site between noon and
5 p.m. on both days with brochures,
bookmarks, a video demonstration and

an external tour of the house. History
buffs can note that the Frazee House is
one of the stops on the Battle of Short
Hills Historic Trail, as well as being
renowned for the legendary confron-
tation between General Cornwallis and
Aunt Betty Frazee.

“October 2019 could be one of the
most significant milestones for Aunt
Betty Frazee since she stepped onto
her porch to defy the British on their
march past her house in 1777,” said
Mr. Calamaras. The committee, with
the support of the Township of Scotch
Plains, has spearheaded a 12-year
project to rescue the house’s struc-
ture to the American Revolutionary
period–and the external renovation is
nearly complete.

More information about the Save
the Frazee House project can be found
at crowdrise.com/
savethefrazeehouse. Also visit the
Facebook page for ongoing updates
regarding the October events at,
facebook.com/frazeehouse.

Things are Not Always Black and
White in Chess, the Musical

By ROMY MALIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The opportunity
to see a production of Chess, which is
showing at Cranford Dramatic Club
(CDC) Theatre, is a rarity that should
not be missed. Chess is an eccentric
1980s rock opera that bares resem-
blance musically to big shows of the
era, even though it was not such a big
hit at the time. The CDC production
features enthusiastic direction by
Edgar Hidalgo, who interestingly
chose to do the original British ver-
sion of the show, for which licensing
was only recently made available in
the U.S.

With book and lyrics written by Tim
Rice (Evita, Jesus Christ Superstar,
Lion King) and composers Benny
Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus
(ABBA), Chess has elements of Rice’s
previous shows and also some beauti-
ful tunes from the Swedish team. This
production of Chess is worth seeing if
only to hear the hit songs you probably
didn’t know were from the show. These
include “One Night in Bangkok,” and

the ballad hit “I Know Him So Well”
(recorded by the late Whitney Hous-
ton), as well as “Anthem” (later re-
corded by Josh Groban).

Chess was first released as an album
in 1984, and then staged as a show in
1986 at London’s Prince Edward The-
atre. The plot centers around two chess
grandmasters competing in the U.S.
vs. USSR chess championships. Chess
was a timely piece given the Cold War
relations of the 1980s, and it is perhaps
timely to produce the show now too in
our current geopolitical climate. There
is even a defector and a great deal of
political power play, all played out
through the game of chess. The plot is
enhanced by some intrigue and ro-
mance and explores dichotomy themes
of nationalism and identity.

CDC has produced the show in asso-
ciation with New Jersey City Univer-
sity, and features some of their students,
as well as community performers.

The opening scenes are filled with
strong visual symbolism and clean,
subtle but clever choreography
(Michael Kidney), which grows more

eccentric and over-the-top as the show
progresses. Flamboyant costumes add
to the show’s eccentricity. The “Streets
of Merano” opera number stood out
as a highlight. Another stand out was
the quirky and precise “Embassy’s
Lament”. The performance of “I
Know Him So Well” by Jenna
Ravenna, playing Florence Vassy, and
Cassandra Lindeblad, playing
Svetlana Sergievsky, was exception-
ally moving, with its haunting harmo-
nies. The ensemble dancers and cho-
rus represent the chess pieces, and
their intricate dance numbers sym-
bolize the “games” as they are played.

The sets and costumes help to create
some fantastic and impressive images.
The interesting set design and lighting
add to the 1980’s camp feel, while the
use of black and white chess symbols
enhances the many dichotomies that
thread throughout the piece. There are
some fantastic performances by Ms.
Ravenna, Sean Eugene Lough
(Anatoly Sergievsky), Shane Long
(Freddie), Mark Zebro, Jr. (Alexander
Molokov), Sean Lynch-Littlejohn (Ar-

FRAZEE HOUSE FESTIVAL...The Harvest Festival, with many family friendly activities, will be held at the Frazee House
site, 1451 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, on Saturday, October 19, from noon to 4:30 p.m.

biter) and Ms. Lindeblad. The leads
have phenomenal voices and give
strong performances.

Go and see this rare production,
not often produced, before it closes in
Cranford. It’s an entertaining and

thought-provoking evening out. It is
also an opportunity for students and
musical theater buffs to see the show
in its entirety.

Chess is showing at CDC, located
at 78 Winans Avenue, Cranford,

through October 12, on Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m., and a matinee on
Sunday, October 6, at 2 p.m.

To get tickets or find out more
information, visit
www.cdctheatre.org.

~Theatre Review of CDC’s Chess continued~
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