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The Westfield of 2019 bares almost
zero resemblance to the Westfield of
1903, when T.R. Hughes of Brooklyn
published a series of drawings of vari-
ous towns in the northeast. They were
somehow depicted as if photographed
by a drone, which of course did not
exist at the time.

Neither did automobiles, or traffic
lights.

Lincoln School, which was located
on Academy Place (now known as
Temple Place) had been the high
school. But Washington School, lo-
cated on Elm Street, directly between

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Westfield High
Was the Hilltoppers

Orchard and Walnut streets, became
the high school in 1900. (Elm Street
School would become the high school
years later.)

Recreation Park, between Rahway
and Westfield Avenues (now the site
of Gary Kehler Stadium), was mostly
a baseball field, with a covered
wooden grandstand that backed up to
Westfield Ave., and a VERY deep
centerfield (sort of like the old Polo
Grounds in New York).

The Armory hadn’t been built yet
and, going by the 1903 map, Rahway
Ave., except for the area where the
Armory was built, was one big forest.
And there were some wide-open
spaces, too, like where Roosevelt Jun-
ior High School was built in 1926,
and several areas along Dudley Ave.,
plus pretty much everything north and
east of Mountain Ave.

A trolley line from Elizabeth came
into Westfield, along Grove Street,
then Summit Ave., down South Ave.,
under an underpass onto North Ave.,
then up Prospect and onto Newton
Place (now the site of Franklin School)
before heading west to Plainfield.

The future mansions on Lawrence
Ave. and Knollwood Terrace were just
open space and trees, respectively.

It was a time when newspapers
ruled, radios and telephones were not
in every home, and television and the
internet were not even imaginable.

Where Washington School was lo-
cated was approximately where the
tennis courts are today. When Elm
Street School opened in 1916 to ac-
commodate the overflow crowds at
Washington School, a covered walk-
way was built, so the students and
teachers could avoid any rain or snow
while traveling to class.

Washington School’s nickname was
the Hilltoppers or sometimes the High-
landers, because of the hill upon which
it was built. This information came to
us via a letter years ago from the late
Bill Taylor, grandfather of the soccer-
playing Tourtellotte sisters. Bill’s fa-

ther Percy was a three-sport guy back
in the day when that meant he played
football, basketball and baseball, the
only sports available.

The high school didn’t become
known as the Blue Devils until the
early 1940s, although pinning down
the exact date has been a pain-in-the-
butt. There was mention in The
Westfield Leader of a post-basketball
season game around 1936 between
the varsity teams from WHS and Holy
Trinity High School. The WHS play-
ers called themselves the ‘Blue Dev-
ils’, perhaps because they wanted to
stick it to the local parochial school.
Who knows? But it wasn’t mentioned
again until 1942 or 1943.

This is the type of news that some
of us find totally fascinating, but most
people will skip right over. They’d
rather live in the reality of the real
world, or in the possibilities of the
future world. Some of us still prefer to
remember (laughingly now, it seems)
the good ol’ days.

WHATTA GAME
WHS (2-1) knocked Watchung Hills

(3-1) from the unbeaten ranks last Sat-
urday with a steamy, heart-thumping,
last-second 21-17 decision at Kehler
Stadium. It was one of the best high
school games we’ve seen in a while.
(The 28-21 win over Scotch Plains in
2006, and 2011’s 37-35 win over Union
come to mind.) Tim Alliegro grinded
out 79 tough yards on 26 carries, and
Hank Shapiro combined with ends
Griffin Rooney and John Czarnecki
for some last-second heroics.

The win was No. 99 for coach Jim
DeSarno in his 13-plus years at WHS.
He’ll be going for No. 100 on Friday
night at always tough Elizabeth (1-3),
which won last year’s game, 12-0.

WHATTA GAME II
It’s approximately 150 miles or a

2½-hour drive from Oradell in Bergen
County to Carney’s Point in Salem
County. That’s how far River Dell drove
on Saturday to play Penn Grove, in an
intersectional and intergroup match-

Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win Over WH Warriors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

seven tackles, defensive lineman
Colin Freer with four tackles and Dan
Shakal, Matt Varano and Matt
O’Connor with three tackles each lim-
ited the 3-1 Warriors to 73 yards rush-
ing. Warrior quarterback Chad Mar-
tini, who completed only one pass for
nine yards in the first half, finished
with nine completions for 135 yards,
including a 29-yard touchdown strike
to Brian Hayward.

Watchung Hills got the first big
break of the game when defensive
back Alex Strehle tipped a Westfield
punt to give the Warriors possession
on the Blue Devils’ 30-yard line. On
the eighth play, running back Kyle
Sanders scooted in from the six and
Spencer Ostroff nailed the point after
to give the Warriors a 7-0 with 6:39
left in the first quarter.

In the second quarter, the 2-1 Blue
Devils got great field position when
Rooney returned a punt from the
Westfield 45 to the Warrior 41. Three
straight runs from Alliegro and a 10-
yard keeper by Shapiro put the ball on
the 22. On a third-and-five, Shapiro
connected with Czarnecki for 14 yards
to the three. Then with fine blocking,
Alliegro split through for the touch-
down and Prybylski hit the point after
to knot the score with 4:47 left in the
half.

Westfield received the kickoff to
open the third quarter and when
Shapiro fired a long 47-yard bomb to
Martini, the Blue Devils were back in
business with a first down at the War-
rior 22. After a one-yard gain, Shapiro
on a keeper galloped 21 yards for a
touchdown but a holding call at the
three brought the ball back to the 13.

Three plays later a 30-yard field goal
attempt missed to the right.

The Warriors took a 10-7 lead after
a 12-play, 73-yard drive resulted in a
20-yard field goal by Ostroff with
8:26 left in the fourth quarter. The
Blue Devils answered within four min-
utes thanks to a pair of receptions by
Rooney and a double penalty (inter-
ference, conduct) that placed the ball
on the 13 where Shapiro shuffled to
Alliegro, who scooted to the end zone
to make the score 14-10.

After a booming lick that sailed out
of the end zone, the Warriors got the
ball at the 20 and Martini engineered
a 10-play drive, which included nine
pass attempts and ended with
Hayward’s 29-yard reception in the
middle of the end zone with 1:41 left
in the game.

Westfield went into its two-minute
drill after receiving the kickoff and
returning it to the 29. Shapiro hit
Rooney in the center for 16 yards to
the 45.

“We were talking about the posi-
tion the corner was playing on me and
we knew that route was going to be
open and Hank threw the ball. All I
had to do was just catch it and run with
it,” Rooney described.

Shapiro then fired to Czarnecki,
who pulled off an NFL style, toes-in
grab good for 15 yards and a first
down.

“We were doing our two-minute
drill and I am just trying to do what I
can to help the team. I had a pretty bad
drop last week and so in my mind, I
was saying don’t drop the pass, just
make a catch, make a play on the ball
and I was able to do that today. I am

really happy that we were able to get
the win because that comes first,”
Czarnecki explained.

“I was looking. I knew he was go-
ing to make a play. I just had to put the
ball in a place where he can do some-
thing with it. He made an awesome
catch,” Shapiro expressed.

Alliegro barreled nine yards and
Rooney had a short reception for an-
other first down at the 29. Alliegro
bashed four yards and a timeout was
called with :40 on the clock.

After an incomplete pass, Shapiro
connected with Czarnecki for 22 yards
at the Warrior three which prompted
another timeout with :23 remaining.
Then after another incomplete pass,
Shapiro fired successfully to Rooney
in the right corner of the end zone for
the touchdown with 11 seconds on the
clock.

“We practice the two-minute drill
every week, so we know that if we’re
down and need a touchdown in a
minute, we have the plays to do that.
That last play, we run that all the time,
that back shoulder fade. Henry threw
a perfect ball and all I had to do was
free my defender and the rest was
history,” Rooney explained.

“He loves that play and I am happy.
Doing that was really fun and being
able to win the game on that play was
unbelievable,” Shapiro expressed.

“We just know that we have the
ability to succeed and do great things.
We had poise. We were able to march
down the field and make plays like
that,” Czarnecki said.

“You got to give it up for Czarnecki.
He really stepped up. We are counting
on him this year to make big plays and
he made a lot of big plays in a lot of
key situations. He’s a big reason why
we won today,” Rooney said.

“I have complete faith in John. He’s
going to make plays. He made a great
play on the sideline, a great play to get
us down deep into their red zone. I am
really happy with the way our offen-
sive line played, the way our receivers
handled the business out there. We run
the two-minute drill every week and
try to hone it in so make sure it’s 100
percent ready to go,” Shapiro said.

That close call with the Warriors
could serve as a wakeup call for the
Blue Devils.

“Watchung Hills is well coached.
They were 3-0 coming in. We knew it
was going to be a dog fight,” Shapiro
commented.

“To me it was a confidence thing
that they held us to seven points but
we had to regroup and came in the
second half and did our thing,” Rooney
said.

“Watchung Hills did a great job,
definitely one of the top teams that we
are going to face. But at the end of the
day we need to be consistent. We
can’t have a good game and a bad
game, so we got to get on a winning
streak,” Czarnecki suggested.
Watchung Hills   7   0   0 10 17
Westfield   0   7   0 14 21

up of real good teams. The host and
Group 1 Red Devils extended their
win streak to 17 with a 42-7 win over
the Group 3 Golden Hawks.

‘PINK OUT’ GAME
The WHS girls volleyball team’s 11th

annual “Pink Out Celebration” game
will be Friday, Oct. 11, against visiting
Bridgewater-Raritan. The game, which
has raised tens of thousands of dollars
to fight breast cancer and promote breast
cancer awareness, has been an annual
event since 2009 for coach Bev Torok,
herself a survivor. The varsity game
will be at 7 p.m., preceded by the jayvee
and freshman games.

HARRIERS RANKED
The WHS boys cross-country team,

which brought a 103-meet win streak
into this season, is currently ranked
No. 26 in the country by DyeStat.com.
The only other New Jersey team
ranked is Middletown’s Christian
Brothers Academy, at No. 9.

UCT SEEDINGS
Both the WHS boys and girls soc-

cer teams earned the third seed in
their respective tournaments, giving
them byes into the quarter-final round.

The boys are staring at a likely
quarterfinal against Gov. Livingston
on Oct. 12, with No. 2 Summit in the
semifinals at Clark on Oct. 19. The
title match is Oct. 25, 8 p.m., at Kean
University.

The girls would face No. 6 Summit
on Oct. 12, with No. 2 Scotch Plains
in the semis at Clark on Friday, Oct.
18. The championship is Oct. 25, 6
p.m., at Kean University.

BYRNE MEMORIAL GOLF
The 21st John Byrne Memorial Golf

Outing will be held on Monday, Oct.
14, at Copper Creek Country Club on
Route 31/202 in East Amwell.

Since Byrne passed away on Dec.
3, 1998 after battling brain cancer, his
friends, family and former teammates
have gotten together annually to raise
money for needy students, while en-
joying a day of reliving their mostly
athletic pasts. The outings helped pay
for John’s three daughters – Grace,
Monica and Katherine– to attend col-
lege. Now that they’ve graduated, the
money raised goes toward three
$2,500 scholarships to WHS seniors,
plus a $1,500 scholarship through the
WHS Boosters Association.

Byrne (’79), who was one of the
youngest members of a great athletic
family, won varsity letters in five sports
at WHS: football, basketball, indoor
track, spring track and baseball.

For more information, contact
Owen Brand at 908-789-2730
orbrandso@verizon.net, Joe Della
Badia, Tom Della Badia or Bob
Hearon.

CSORBA TO DARTMOUTH
Julia Csorba (’20), the school

record-holder in the 400 hurdles, has
committed to attend Dartmouth Col-
lege in the fall. She finished 11th at
the Meet of Champions last spring.
Her younger brother James (’22) is a
starting safety on the football team.
Their father Mike (’88) played bas-
ketball at WHS.

BIRTHDAYS
Chuck Cosenza, the state 148-

pound wrestling champion in 1976
and a 2016 inductee into the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame, turns 61 today.

Mike Leniart, the “Voice of the
Blue Devils” on local television and
cable from 2016-18, turns 19 today.

Craig ‘CJ’ Johnson, my brother and
the former owner of “CJ’s Extra In-
nings” baseball card and comic book
store, turned 65 on Sept. 28.

Gordon Peterson, the Blue Devil
mascot during the 1964 football sea-
son, turns 72 tomorrow.

Graceanne MacKenzie Hess, a
standout girls soccer player last de-
cade, turns 28 tomorrow.

ON THIS DATE
Oct. 3, 1925: The new Recreation

Field was dedicated, followed by a 7-
0 season-opening football victory over
Morristown. Under coach third-year
coach Howard Batten, the team had
been practicing at a field near Fair
Acres Race Track on East Broad
Street, following 10 days of “inten-
sive training” in Ocean City.

Oct. 3, 1964: All-state linebacker
Jerry Hendershott was ejected for
fighting, but it didn’t stop WHS from
posting a 20-6 win over Cranford.
Ron Hall ran for 133 yards and two
touchdowns on 12 carries, and Charlie
Clark had 77 yards on just 7 carries.

The Devil’s Den appears occa-
sionally during the school year.

SPF PAL B & C Team Top
New Prov., E Tops Roselle Pk.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood (SPF)
PAL football teams claimed three vic-
tories during play in the New Jersey
Suburban Youth Football League this
past Sunday. Against New Providence
in New Providence, the SPF B team
Raiders (seventh grade) scored a 25-
12 victory and the SPF C team Raid-
ers (sixth grade) pitched a 20-0 shut-
out. Meanwhile, the SPF E team
(fourth grade) delivered a 28-0 vic-
tory over the host team, Roselle Park.

Also in New Providence, the A team
Raiders (eighth grade) fell to the host
team, 32-0, and the D team Raiders
(fifth grade) was defeated, 14-0. The
third grade Raiders were defeated on
the road by Old Bridge/Sayrewoods,
27-6.

In New Providence, the B team was
sparked by Jacob Handy and Jake

Fezza while the guiding the C team to
victory were Jayvon Young and Aiden
Lickman.

In Roselle Park, the fourth grade
Raiders posted the shutout over the
home team behind the play of Sam
Schinesthul and Matthew Hayeck.

In the defeats to New Providence,
the A team Raiders were led by Ethan
Murray and Chase Hagler, while the
SPF D team was paced by Micah
Smith, Jay Sachkowsky and Cooper
Dupuis. The SPF third graders were
led in the loss to Old Bridge/
Sayrewoods by Julian Monroy and
Robert Lawson.

The SPF PAL will be home this
Sunday, October 6, at Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School’s Tyson Field.
The A, B and D teams will play Spring-
field, while the C team meets Chatham
and the E team plays Old Bridge/
Sayrewoods. The third graders for
SPF will be on the road at Flemington.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on October 23,
2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 61 Montrose Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 22 Lot 9,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Adam Kohut and Kristin Pasheluk.

The applicant requests Proposed fence,
6 feet, fronting Birch Street which is in
violation of:

Section 184-106D of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: 6 foot
fence fronting Birch Street; Permitted: 4 ;
Present: none; Proposed: 6.

Section 184-115 (E1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot
size; Permitted: 7500; Present: 6634; Pro-
posed: 6634.

Section 184-115 (E4) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Front yard setback (corner lot); Permitted:
30; Present: 25.1; Proposed: 25.1.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Adam Kohut

61 Montrose Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd of Sep-
tember the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the
Township of Cranford has awarded a con-
tract without competitive bidding for pro-
fessional services pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) to Bruce A. Eisenstein,
Ph.D., P.E, with offices at 7804 Pine Road,
Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania 19038. This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
office of zoning official located at the Mu-
nicipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

The contract has been awarded to Bruce
A. Eisenstein, Ph.D., P.E for review, com-
ment and testimony regarding the request
by New York SMSA Limited Partnership d/
b/a Verizon Wireless, T-Mobile Northeast
LLC (“T-Mobile”) and New Cingular Wire-
less PCS, LLC (“AT&T”)  (collectively the
Applicant), for preliminary and final site
plan and variance approval to permit the
construction and operation of a wireless
communications facility on a portion of the
Union County College campus, 1033
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
at a cost of $250.00 per hour to be billed
and paid from Applicant’s escrow account
under ZBA 19-010.

Robert Bovasso,
Secretary

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $54.57

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Beyer Ford. This Agreement and Resolu-
tion No. 2019-323 authorizing said Agree-
ment are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Beyer Ford, 170
Ridgedale Avenue, Morristown, New
Jersey 07960

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Ford Expedition

Fee: $36,667.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Ford F250

Fee: $26,170.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Ford Utility Police Interceptor

Fee: $34,710.19

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Ford Expedition

Fee: $37,890.84

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Ford F250

Fee: $27,043.37

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Ford Utility Police Interceptor

Fee: $35,854.40

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Ford Expedition

Fee: $39,139.91

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Ford F250

Fee : $27,935.25

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Gentilini Motors Fleet. This Agreement
and Resolution No. 2019-324 authorizing
said Agreement are available for public
inspection at the office of the Municipal
Clerk.

Awarded to: Gentilini Motors Fleet,
500 John S. Penn Boulevardn  Wood-
bine, New Jersey 08270

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Chevrolet Impala

Fee: $21,219.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Chevrolet Tahoe 2WD

Fee: $31,999.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD

Fee: $34,869.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Chevrolet Impala

Fee: $22,223.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 2WD

Fee: $33,374.66

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD

Fee: $36,327.92

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Chevrolet Impala

Fee: $22,813.00

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 2WD

Fee: $34,321.63

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD

Fee: $37,358.68

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $46.92

FUN AT WORLD CLASSIC...Team Rome of the Westfield Baseball League Fall
World Classic 7-10 grade division are enjoying the season with a current unde-
feated record of 4-0. Pictured, left to right, at Tamaques Park Field 2 are: kneeling;
Rowan McMahill, Liam Carno, Sam Reichel, Garrett Gao and Noah Rubenstein;
middle row, Philip Langhart, Derek Kobrin, Braedan McDonald, Ethan Epstein,
Evan Swiat and Owen Hilliard; back row, coaches Mark McMahill, Dali Gao and
Matt Swiat. Forza Roma.

WF PAL D Grid Kids Nip
Old Bridge/Sayreville, 14-13

Courtesy of Lorraine DeRick

GOING UP FOR THE GRAB...Westfield PAL D wide receiver Justin Boufarah
goes up to grab a 20-yard pass from QB Jordan Walsh. Boufarah then broke two
tackles and scampered 45 yards for a touchdown.

The Westfield PAL Tackle Football
D team improved its record to 3-0
with a 14-13 victory over previously
undefeated Old Bridge/Sayreville
South in a NJSYFL American Con-
ference contest at Lombardi Field in
Old Bridge.

OBSS opened the scoring with a
five-yard touchdown pass in the sec-
ond quarter. On the second play of the
ensuing drive, quarterback Jordan
Walsh fired a 20-yard strike to wide
receiver Justin Boufarah, who broke
two tackles after snaring the pass.
Boufarah then sprinted 45 yards for a
touchdown and Walsh’s PAT conver-
sion on a QB keeper tied the game at
7-7.

In the third quarter, Walsh capped
an 11-play, 61-yard drive with a seven-
yard touchdown run and he once again

converted the PAT on a keeper to put
Westfield up 14-7.

OBSS answered on the next play
with a 65 yard scamper for a touch-
down. Westfield defensive tackle
Ginaluca Ciucci stuffed the conver-
sion attempt a foot short of the goal
line.

Westfield took a 14-13 lead into the
fourth quarter and the defense, led by
Robert DeRick, Shaquan McKenith,
Anthony Narciso and Luke Romano,
held the OBSS offense in check for
the rest of the game.

Head Coach Tony Borg said, “The
boys grounded it out today against a
very tough OBSS team. Our running
game opened up after Justin and Jor-
dan connected on that long pass and
that was the key on the long drive for
the winning touchdown.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING FOR A TD?...Blue Devil quarterback Hank Shapiro, No. 10, broke
loose for what appeared to be a 21-yard touchdown but a holding call placed the
ball on the Watchung Hills Warrior 13-yard line.


