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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

AKINWUNMI KICKS GAME-WINNING FG WITH :25 LEFT

Raiders’ Late Field Goal Sinks
Immaculata Gridders, 23-21

DeMARINO GETS COUGARS’ ONLY TOUCHDOWN IN 4TH

Somerville’s Quick Start Raps
Cougars in Grid Struggle, 40-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No huddle style of offense on the
part of the Somerville Football Pio-
neers startled the hosting Cranford
Cougars immediately at Memorial
Field in Cranford on September 27.
The 4-0 Pioneers, who have shel-
lacked Hamilton West (44-6), North
Plainfield (56-13) and Voorhees (47-
0), proved why they have been ranked
No. 13 when they racked up 40 unan-
swered points to set up a Mercy Rule
situation before the Cougars could
get on the scoreboard in a 40-7 tri-
umph.

The 2-1 Cougar defense was sim-
ply unable to adjust to the no huddle
offense and the explosive burst of
Pioneer senior running back Tim
Ciempola, who rushed for four touch-
downs and ran in four two-point con-
versions. Wide receiver Kyree Hinton
scored the other Somerville touch-
down when he hauled in quarterback
Justin Brenner’s 33-yard strike. The
Pioneers scored on four of their five
possessions in the first half then scored
on their first possession of the second
half to set the Mercy clock ticking.

“They are a good team and we are
young. They exploited us on the field
in a lot of spots where we have very
little experience. I think a lot of our
guys this week will respond with a lot
of determination and effort. I think we
are going to see a whole different team
in practice. I think that is going to
prepare us well for Immaculata and we
will have a much better game. I think
we will be the Cranford Cougars we
want to be,” commented Cougar co-
captain/nose tackle Patrick Blowe, who
was involved in four tackles.

Additionally, the Somerville de-
fense was keying on the running skills
of Cougar quarterback Connor Katz
and the receiving ability of wide re-
ceiver Tom Korzeneski. Katz was
sacked or thrown for losses eight times
in the first half and finished with
minus 25 yards rushing on 15 carries.
Cougar running back Dennis
DeMarino carried 10 times for 41
yards, which included a one-yard bash
late in the fourth quarter. Running
back Marcus Johnson had 16 yards
on four carries. Korzeneski was lim-
ited to an eight-yard reception but
Mike Kalnins had three receptions
for 29 yards and Anthony DeCostello
had a six-yard reception.

“We kind of expected that. I mean
after the success we’ve had running
the ball the previous week, we knew
we were going to get a lot of blitzes
from them. That’s what we got from
them in the past. We didn’t do the best

job responding to it. We will see the
films and we will get a lot better from
here. I know I will get the ball out of
my hands quicker. Maybe get a little
more time, get the ‘O-line’ together.
We will be alright,” Katz said.

After a three-and-out forced the
Cougars to punt, the Pioneers re-
sponded in a flash with a four-play
68-yard scoring drive when Brenner
hit Hinton in the left end zone for a
33-yard touchdown with 9:08 on the
clock. Ciempola ran in the two-point
conversion.

The Cougars’ next possession was
stopped abruptly when Katz was
sacked for an 11-yard loss and the
punt made it only to midfield where
the Pioneers mixed five running plays
with two passes, including another
33-yard strike to Hinton, to add their
second touchdown when Ciempola
burst in from the two with 5:30 left in
the first quarter. This time, Hinton
added the two-point conversion for a
16-0 lead.

On the ensuing kickoff, Kalnins
received the ball around the 10-yard
line and returned it to the 34. Three
plays later the Cougars had to punt
from their own 42 but the ball sailed
way down to the Somerville 12. This
would be the only time in the first half
that the Pioneers were unable to an-
swer with a score.

The Cougars attempted to move
the ball on their next possession with
receptions by DeCostello and Kalnins,
however, the drive stalled. Katz went
back to punt but instead tried to run
the ball but was thrown for a 10-yard
loss and the Pioneers took over at the
Cranford 34. Six plays later, Ciempola
charged in from the four then added
the two-point conversion with 7:53
left in the half.

Two-straight sacks forced the Cou-
gars to punt from their end zone and
the ball came to rest on the Cranford
45. On the sixth Play, Ciempola
blasted in from the one and ran in the
two-point conversion for a 32-0 lead
with 2:29 remaining in the half.

Somerville received the kickoff to
open the third quarter and returned it
to the 29. Ciempola followed with a
36-yard run to put the ball on the 35.
The Pioneers battled their way down
to the two-yard line where Ciempola
took it in for the score and added the
two-point conversion for the 40-0 lead
with 7:48 left in the third quarter,
setting the clock ticking.

Late in the fourth quarter, the Cou-
gars engineered a seven-play, 39-yard
scoring drive when DeMarino slipped
into the end zone from the one with
3:56 remaining. Somerville then re-

sorted in short running plays to wind
down the clock.

Last year Somerville gave the Cou-
gars a wake up call with a 50-7 thump-
ing but what happed afterwards was
an emergence of a totally new
Cranford team that went on to knock
off then undefeated Summit and later
the Linden Tigers in the opening round
of the playoffs.

“We got hit in the mouth whether
we like it or not. We got hit in the
mouth this game and we have to re-
spond. You are either going to cower
or you are going to come back stron-
ger and you are going to fight. And
Cranford has a lot of tough kids and I
think that is what you are going to see
from us,” Blowe predicted.

“We got to take it the best way we
can. We got get better from here. A lot
of things we need to improve upon. I
feel like we need this one for the
season just to kind of see where you
are at with a test like that. We know
where we are at, we know where we
can go and I feel we will get there,”
Katz expressed.
Somerville 16 16   8   0 40
Cranford   0   0   0   7 7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team pulled off a stun-
ning, last minute, 23-21 victory on the
road against Immaculata on Septem-
ber 27 at Brooks Field in Somerville.
With his earlier missed extra point
being the difference in the game, jun-
ior place kicker Akin Akinwunmi trot-
ted out onto the field with :25 seconds
remaining to attempt his first ever
varsity field goal with the Raiders
trailing 21-20. After enduring a Spar-
tan timeout meant to freeze him,

Akinwunmi calmly booted the game
winner straight through the uprights,
setting off a celebration among Raider
teammates.

“As soon as the game reached the
five-minute mark I knew I might have
to kick it, so I began stretching out,”
said Akinwunmi. “I just asked God to
please help me. He helped me get
there. I was so happy. I thank God for
this team. They helped me out. They
let me know they got me if I made it
and they got me if I didn’t.”

The Raiders dominated the first
half, surging out to a 20-0 lead with
their first three drives ending in touch-
downs. Junior QB Hayden Widder
capped the Raiders’ initial scoring
drive with a two-yard touchdown run
that gave the Raiders a 7-0 lead mid-
way through the first quarter.

The Raiders’ defense sacked
Immaculata QB Pelton Essanason
twice on the Spartans next possession
quickly getting the ball back for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. The Raiders began
the next possession at their 42-yard
line and quickly marched into
Immaculata territory. Faced with a
third-and-10 at the Spartan 24-yard
line, Widder rolled to his right, then

spotted Justin Clark breaking towards
the pylon and lofted a perfect toss that
the speedy receiver cradled as he
crossed the goal line for a 13-0 Raider
lead.

“I was actually looking at the whip-
out route,” said Widder. “Which is
like a five-yard out but then I saw the
corner and the outside linebacker
break on that. Then I saw Justin (Clark)
look, turn and cut and I saw him come
wide open. I just threw it up there and
dropped it in to him.”

The Raider scoring drive encom-
passed 58 yards in 12 plays, culminat-

ing in Clark’s touchdown grab with
8:45 left in the second quarter.
Akinwunmi missed the extra point,
which very nearly came back to haunt
the Raiders before his late game hero-
ics rendered it moot.

The Raiders scored again on their
next series. This time the touchdown
came in the form of a 50-yard touch-
down run by lightning fast RB Shawn
Martin which made it 20-0 with 4:29
left in the half.

“As soon as I got the ball I saw the
middle clogged up and I saw a wide
open gap form on the outside so I took
it,” said Martin who rushed for 174
yards on 30 carries. “The rest was
speed.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood seemed
destined for an easy win but the tide
turned quickly when Esannason
dropped back to pass and found Bran-
don Primus with a 55-yard touch-
down pass just before the end of the
first half. The scoring play was a bit of
a freak occurrence as SPF defensive
back Marshall Young had a bead on
the ball but could not haul it in. The
ball deflected off Young’s fingertips
and Primus snatched it out of the air at
the 10-yard line before racing the rest

of the way for a score.
With a 20-7 lead at the break, Raider

fans could not have been blamed for
worrying. Scotch Plains-Fanwood had
a 21-0 lead over Holy Cross in their
season opener before losing that game
in the second half. The theme seemed
to be repeating itself as Immaculata
came out of the break and marched
for two more scores in the third quar-
ter to take a 21-20 lead. Tommy
McGuire scored on runs of three and
seven yards.

The Spartan surge set the scene for
a dramatic fourth quarter which saw
the Raiders march deep into
Immaculata territory only to be
stopped and forced to the ball over on
downs with 2:23 remaining. The Raid-
ers seemed doomed to another disap-
pointing loss but on first down,
Immaculata RB McGuire was stripped
of the ball. Alex Werkheiser recov-
ered at he Spartan 23-yard line and
the Raiders were alive and kicking.

The Raiders worked the ball inside
the 10-yard line and took a shot at the
end zone on a second-and-goal pass
play that fell incomplete. First year
head coach Austin Holman had seen
enough. He signaled for the field goal
team with :25 left and the rest is
Raider history.

“I probably should have run the clock
all the way down. I freaked out a little
bit when they called the timeout right
away. I wanted to think about it a little
longer. Because, you know, that is a
first-time varsity kicker trying to kick
his first field goal in an actual game.
He had kicked extra points and he
missed one earlier. He went in there
and he was cool as a cucumber. They
tried to ice him with the timeout.”

The Raiders evened their record at
2-2 with the win, while Immaculata
fell to 1-3. For the Raiders, all signs
are pointing in the right direction with
Holman at the helm. Despite some
hiccups, the Raiders are playing bet-
ter football than prior editions which
won just four of the past 39 games.

“We practice great and we show
signs of being a really good team,”
said Holman. “We feel like we
shouldn’t have to win games like that.
But you know what? A win is a win
and every win is hard. Every win is
tough to get. Sometimes you wish
they weren’t so tough but the kids,
they really deserved this. They have
put the work in and have been very
receptive to the coaching. Sometimes
the football gods play games with
your head. It worked out for us this
time. The kids played hard through-
out the game. My Dad said to me after
the Cranford game that you are a team
no matter what and that is what we are
trying to get across to them.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 13   7   0   3 23
Immaculata   0   7 14   0 21

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER STARS OF THE GAME... Akin Akinwunmi (15), QB Hayden Widder
(middle) and RB Shawn Martin (3) played a key role in the Raiders’ 23-21 triumph
over Immaculata on September 27.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

WF’s BECKER 10 SERVICE POINTS, 4 ACES, IJOMA 5 KILLS

Volleyball Blue Devils Defeat
Lady Raiders in Straight Sets

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 2-0 (25-14, 25-6) in a girls
volleyball match played on Septem-
ber 25 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. Westfield improved to 10-1
on the season, while Scotch Plains-
Fanwood fell to 5-5 with the loss.
Junior Julia Becker sparked the Blue
Devil attack with a strong service
game that included four aces among
her 10 service points.

“We know that Julia has a good
service game and we depend on her to
provide that for us,” said Westfield
Head Coach Bev Torok.

Westfield was never threatened in
the match. The host Raiders took 1-0
leads in each set but were quickly
overpowered by the superior passing
game that the Blue Devils brought
with them. Westfield raced out to a
13-4 lead in Game 1 before cruising
to a 25-14 win.

“We used this game to go back to
our basics and make sure we are work-
ing on our service game, our hitting,
and hitting good spots,” said Stephanie
Margolies, who had two kills, five
digs and two aces to fill up her stat
line.

Game 2 featured more of the same
from Westfield. With the score tied at
1-1, Blue Devil libero Becker began
her serve rotation and she did not stop
until Westfield had run off 10 straight
points for a 11-1 lead. Becker’s domi-
nant turn in serve included four aces.

“I was focused on taking a certain
amount of time before I served each
ball,” said Becker. “I was counting
and trying to make sure I waited a
certain amount of time in order to get
a better serve in.”

Westfield used the remainder of
Game 2 to work on plays, while rotat-
ing in some of their younger players.
The Blue Devils went on to win the
second set 25-6. With a brutal sched-
ule ahead that features matches against
Colonia, Hunterdon Central,
Bridgewater-Raritan and a rematch
with perennial Union County nem-
esis Union Catholic, the win over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood served as a
testing ground for future strategies.

“I think we knew that this team was
beatable, so we mixed in trying to
execute some of our harder plays so
that we can use them in future

matches,” said Becker, a junior.
Uzi Ijoma led the Blue Devils with

five kills. Jessica Schlewitt recorded
five digs and seven assists. Lydia
Nisita had two kills, four service points
and one ace.

MaddieYessman had three kills for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Kaelie
Chung recorded three digs and seven
assists for the Raiders, who lost to
Westfield for the second time this
season. This was third straight defeat
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood which will
look to get back on the winning track
with upcoming road matches against
Edison, Oak Knoll and Elizabeth.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Beyer of Morristown. This Agreement and
Resolution No. 2019-325 authorizing said
Agreement are available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Beyer of Morristown,
200 Ridgedale Avenue, Morristown,
New Jersey 07960

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Dodge Charger

Fee: $21,185.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Dodge Durango

Fee: $27,439.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Dodge Charger

Fee: $21,892.52

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Dodge Durango

Fee: $28,355.09

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Dodge Charger

Fee: $22,614.19

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Dodge Durango

Fee: $29,289.80

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $37.74

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO ELUDE THE DEFENSE...Cougar quarterback Connor Katz, No. 18, tries to elude the swarming
Pioneer defense. The Somerville Pioneers defeated the Cougars, 40-7, at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 27.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


