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Westfield Builder Charged
With Theft of $135,000

 WESTFIELD — A Westfield-
based home contractor has been crimi-
nally charged with stealing more than
$100,000 from a pair of clients, act-
ing Union County Prosecutor Lyndsay
V. Ruotolo announced Friday.

Ralph A. Rapuano, Jr., 37, has been
charged with second-degree theft by
deception and second-degree theft by
failure to make proper disposition of
property received.

An investigation launched in May
2019 by the Special Prosecutions Unit
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office revealed that a local couple
had contracted with the defendant to
build a new home in Westfield for an
agreed-upon price of $1.35 million,
according to Unit Supervisor and
Assistant Prosecutor Melissa
Spagnoli, who is prosecuting the case,
according to a press release from the

prosecutor’s office.
Rapuano allegedly assured the

couple that his business, Elegant
Homes, was liquid and solvent, but
those representations were proven to
be false, Ms. Spagnoli said. The couple
handed over a $135,000 down pay-
ment in October 2018, and within two
days, Rapuano had allegedly spent the
money on other projects, and no work
was ever done on the victim couple’s
new home, according to the release

Earlier last week, Rapuano was
served through his attorney with a
complaint-summons ordering him to
appear in state Superior Court or face
a bench warrant for his arrest.

Anyone with additional informa-
tion about Rapuano’s activities is
being urged to contact Prosecutor’s
Office Detective Dennis Donovan at
(908) 527-4558.
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Garwood Parks Green Team
Completes Planting Project

ADOPTING A PARK...The Garwood Green Team on Saturday competed its first
project since it joined the Union County ‘Adopt A Park’ program.

STREET OF WEEK...The Garwood Police Department kicked off the Street of
the Week Campaign on Monday on East Street. The campaign is designed to draw
attention to issues that residents bring to the police department. Roadways
designated as the “Street of the Week” can expect to see an increase in patrol as
well as a more concentrated effort to address motor-vehicle violations ranging
from speeding to stop sign violators as well as quality of life concerns. For more
information on the Street of the Week program, residence can check it out on the
Garwood Police Department website at www.GarwoodPD.org. Pictured is Of-
ficer Chris Czachorowski in front of the Greater Westfield YMCA on East Street.

ShopRite Dietitian to
To Host Family Meals Events

GARWOOD — On Saturday, the
Garwood Green Team competed its
first project since it joined the Union
County ‘Adopt A Park’ program. Led
by Union County Environmental Spe-
cialist Betty Ann Kelly, who explained
the proper way to plant plants, and
with tools and shrubs provided by
Union County, the group used picks
and shovels to dig through what
seemed like asphalt to create an en-
trance planting at East Street.

While designed by the Olmstead
Brothers Landscape Architecture firm
as part of the Union County Park
system, the park’s ‘side entrance’ at
East Street by Hickory Avenue lacks
a true entrance planting. It is an en-
trance with no less than a dozen signs
- municipal and county - and metal
and utility pole bollards. The Green
team focused on East Street as it is the
main entrance into Unami Park from
Garwood. It is hoped that this will be
the first of many park improvements
the team looks forward to creating.

In accordance with Union County’s
goal of planting native plants in its
parks, the group planted 14 native
plants including ferns, Highbush
Blueberries, and Ninebark; plants that
are not only New Jersey natives, but
also plants that should be able to take
the tough conditions in the ground in
which it was planted. Even though

Union County personnel tilled the
sod away, each hole required group
members to take turns picking the
ground and cleaning out the rocks
and extremely dry soil. Properly back-
filled and mulched, the Garwood Fire
Department assisted by watering each
and every plant three times, letting
the water soak into the holes and
quench the thirsty plant roots. The
department advised that it was the
first time they had assisted the com-
munity by watering a new planting.

The Garwood Green Team under-
takes various beautification projects
in Garwood, is collecting plastic bags
through the TREX program to get a
new bench for Garwood, and is pro-
moting sustainable purchasing prac-
tices throughout the borough. Look
for the team’s holiday planter arrange-
ments during the winter holidays. All
Garwood residents are welcome to
join the Garwood Green Team (and
purchase a team t-shirt.) by contact-
ing Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock at
jblumenstock@garwood.org, or by
calling Garwood Borough Hall at
(908) 789-0710. The team looks for-
ward to working with Union County
to remove the ‘sign pollution’ at the
East Street entrance sometime in 2020
and showing off the planting as it
flowers and blooms in the spring.

GARWOOD – September is Fam-
ily Meals Month at ShopRite and the
ShopRite of Garwood’s new regis-
tered dietitian, Danielle D’Elisiis, is
marking the event with special store
tours and healthy cooking demon-
strations.

In addition, ShopRite will be dis-
tributing a free recipe book to cus-
tomers throughout the month.

Ms. D’Elisiis, who recently joined
the supermarket’s health and
wellness team, also offers an array of
ongoing free nutrition services. She
provides store tours and cooking
demonstrations along with compli-
mentary one-on-one counseling ser-
vices for customers and associates.
She can help customers navigate the
aisles to help them better understand
food labels.

“Family Meals Month allows
ShopRite to show consumers the best
ways to eat healthy,” said Natalie

Menza-Crowe, director of health and
wellness at ShopRite. “We’re excited
that Ms. D’Elisiis has joined our team
of dietitians, and will be sharing
healthy recipes and free nutrition ad-
vice with customers and associates at
the ShopRite of Garwood.”

For more information, email
Danielle.D’Elisiis@wakefern.com,
or call ShopRite of Garwood at: (908)
654-0803.

ShopRite of Garwood is located at
563 North Ave. in Garwood and is
open Sunday through Wednesday from
7 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Thursday through
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.

LONGREST DRIVE...The Fanwood Rescue Squad received a donation of $1,800
from Chelsea Senior Living from the company's annual golf outing held Septem-
ber 25. The golf outing benefits volunteer first responders in 16 New Jersey
municipalities where Chelsea has assisted-living communities. Chelsea's director
of communications, Tom Kranz, awarded the symbolic check to rescue squad
member Joan Lozowski, who also won a $50 gift card for the longest drive by a
woman golfer. Fanwood is home to Chelsea's corporate headquarters and the
company's flagship assisted living residence.

Local Man Pleads Guilty to
Possessing Child Pornograpy

WESTFIELD — A Westfield
man has admitted to being in pos-
session of thousands of digital files
constituting images and videos
depicting acts of child pornogra-
phy, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo an-
nounced last week.

Gregory L. Brown, Jr., 37, admit-
ted to a charge of first-degree posses-
sion of child pornography with the
intent to distribute during a Monday
afternoon court hearing before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
Regina Caulfield, presiding judge of
the criminal division.

A months-long investigation by
the Special Prosecutions Unit of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,

prompted by information provided
by the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, working
through the New Jersey State Police
Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Force, resulted in Brown being
arrested and charged in February
2019, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Robert
Rosenthal, who is handling the mat-
ter.

Through a thorough forensic search
of multiple Tumblr social media ac-
counts associated with Brown and
multiple electronic devices belong-
ing to him, including a mobile phone
and a damaged tablet, several thou-
sand files depicting various sexual
acts with children were recovered by
the Prosecutor’s Office’s Cyber
Crimes Task Force, Mr. Rosenthal
said.

This investigation was led by
Prosecutor ’s Office Detective
Dennis Donovan, as well as mem-
bers of the Special Prosecutions
Unit, the Cyber Crimes Task Force,
and the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

Sentencing in the case has been
tentatively scheduled for Friday,
November 8,  before Judge
Caulfield, at which time Brown is
expected to be sentenced to 10
years in state prison, with the full
term to be served before the possi-
bility of parole. He will also be
subject  to the provisions of
Megan’s Law and remain under
parole supervision for life.

September Would Be Suicide
Prevention Month Under Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, NJ) has introduced a resolution
supporting the designation of Sep-
tember as National Suicide Preven-
tion Month. Since 2008, suicide has
been a leading cause of death among
young people aged 10 to 34, second
only to accidents.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC),
there are over 1.3 million suicide
attempts each year resulting in over
47,000 deaths. The risk of suicide is
especially high in the LGBTQ com-
munity. The Trevor Project estimates
more than 1.8 million lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer youth
seriously consider suicide each year.

“Deaths of despair, including sui-
cide, are at an all-time high among
young people in this country. The
epidemic of suicide has had an espe-
cially heavy impact on our LGBTQ
youth and LGBTQ youth of color,”
Congresswoman Watson Coleman
said. “At the same time, the stigma
associated with mental health condi-
tions further exacerbates the problem
of suicide prevention by discourag-
ing those in crisis from seeking help.
For the sake of the mental health of an
entire generation, we must draw at-
tention to and address this problem.”

According to data released in 2018,
almost half of all lesbian, gay, and
bisexual students seriously consider
attempting suicide. Separately, the
2015 U.S. Transgender Survey found
40 percent of respondents had at-
tempted suicide at least once, nearly
nine times the rate for the U.S. popu-
lation at large.

“Too many people, too many les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer
and same gender loving people, too
many black LGBTQ/SGL people are
dying by suicide and this does not
have to be our reality. A critically
important step in responding to and
reducing the number of people who
die by suicide and to better support-
ing people living with suicidal
thoughts is to have more conversa-
tions about mental health, wellness
and suicide,” said David J. Johns,
executive director of the National
Black Justice Coalition. “I applaud
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman, our colleagues at the Trevor
Project and everyone involved in the
effort to ensure that we make more
space to talk about and find resources
to acknowledge suicide as a public
health problem that must be addressed
expeditiously.”

“We are grateful to Rep. Watson
Coleman for recognizing suicide
among LGBTQ people as a public

health crisis, and for marking its im-
portance with a House resolution dur-
ing National Suicide Prevention
Month,” said Amit Paley, chief ex-
ecutive officer and executive director
for The Trevor Project, the world’s
largest suicide prevention and crisis
intervention organization for LGBTQ
young people. “In our recent survey
of LGBTQ youth mental health, 39
percent of LGBTQ youth reported
seriously considering attempting sui-
cide in the past 12 months, and more
than half of transgender and non-
binary youth seriously considered it.”

Rep. Watson Coleman is the chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus
Emergency Taskforce on Black Youth
Suicide and Mental Health.

Rescue Sq.  A Winner
In Grant Program

FANWOOD – New Jersey Ameri-
can Water representatives recently
presented a check for $945 to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad as part of its
ninth annual First Responder Grant
Program.The borough was  one of 21
volunteer fire departments and emer-
gency responders chosen as a winner
of grant funds  through the program.

All of this year’s winners will uti-
lize these funds to support initiatives,
training and/or upgraded equipment
to help the responders better protect
the communities they serve.

Flu Shots Available
For Cranford Residents
CRANFORD — Seasonal influ-

enza (FLU) immunizations will be
administered by the Madison Health
Department to Madison, Chatham
Township, Springfield and Cranford
residents on the following dates and
at the following locations:

Tuesday, October 15, from 3:30 to
6 p.m. at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford;

Wednesday, October 16, from 9 to
11 a.m., at the Madison Civic Center,
28 Walnut Street, Madison;

Wednesday, October 16, from 1:30
to 3 p.m. at Chatham Township Se-
nior Center, 58 Meyersville Road,
Chatham Township;

Thursday, October 17, from 12:30
p.m. to 2 p.m. at the Chisholm Com-
munity Center, 100 South Spring-
field Avenue in Springfield;

Monday, October 21, from 9 to 11
a.m., Madison Civic Center, 28 Wal-
nut Street, Madison;

Tuesday, October 29, from 6 to
7:30 p.m., at the Chisholm Commu-
nity Center, 100 South Springfield
Avenue, Springfield.

Permits Available
In New Parking Zone
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Police Department Rescue has
announced that parking permits for
all Redwood Road and Crestwood
Road residents that are in the newly
zoned parking permit areas can be
obtained at the records bureau of the
police department.

Enforcement will begin on or about
Friday, October 4. Any questions
should be directed to Sergeant Jerry
Brown at (908) 322-7100, extension
104.

Michael Mautone to
Tell His Story of

Abuse by Local Priest
SCOTCH PLAINS — Michael

Mautone, a local victim and advo-
cate on clergy abuse, will discuss his
story on Thursday, October 10, at 7
p.m. in the Lacey Ballroom at Shady
Rest at Scotch Hills Country Club,
820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains,
NJ.

Mr. Mautone’s topic will be “Fac-
ing The Truth: A Local Survivor of
Childhood Sexual Abuse Tells His
Story,” which tells his story of “child-
hood sexual abuse at the hands of
Kevin Gugliotta, a man who subse-
quently became a Catholic priest and
was assigned to several parishes with
his longest assignment at Saint
Bartholomew’s in Scotch Plains,”
according to a press release he sub-
mitted to this newspaper.

He said he will offer “insight, ad-
vice and support as a survivor of
sexual abuse well along a path to
healing.”

According to the website
newjerseysexabuseattorneys.com,
Gugliotta was sentenced in August of
2017 to 11 and half to 23 and half
months in prison, must register as sex
offender and will be on probation for
five years after he completes his jail
sentence on child pornography
charges.
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