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Chrsitina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SCREEN OF DREAMS...The Cranford Theater marquee announces that the
theater is to reopen in November, after it had closed abruptly earlier this month
when the operator vacated the premises overnight. The property owner is to make
updates and reopen in November.
.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
IN THE PINK…At last Sunday’s Westfield Festifall, teens from the Westfield
High School advertise the girls soccer team’s annual fundraiser for breast cancer
research.

“The conversation was extremely
helpful in trying to find ways to im-
prove services for Garwood residents
and in discussing ways to make the
financial aspects of the deal more
equitable,” Mr. Lazarow said.

He said the finance committee will
be meeting with Cranford representa-
tives once again with additional up-
dates to be provided at upcoming
council meetings.

Councilman Richard McCormack
and Mayor Sara Todisco attended the
New Jersey volunteer firefighters
convention in Wildwood on Septem-
ber 14, Mr. McCormack said.

“The mayor and myself drove to
Wildwood for the firefighters con-
vention in support of our volunteers,”
he said.

Garwood’s new platform ladder
truck was on display at the conven-
tion center’s entrance. Councilman
McCormack and Mayor Todisco were
the first Garwood mayor or council
member to attend the convention in
“over 30 years,” stated Mr.
McCormack, who was informed of
this fact by a Garwood Fire Depart-
ment volunteer.
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Garwood Council
“That hit home for me. We can’t

wait to attend next year,” Mr.
McCormack said.

Mr. McCormack said the fire de-
partment volunteers greatly appreci-
ate his attendance at 90 percent of the
fire department meetings. Council-
man McCormack said he serves as
the council appointed fire commis-
sioner who acts as a liaison between
the fire department and council.

“They (the attending Garwood fire
department volunteers) said they are
very fortunate. They could not be
more thankful to all the council mem-
bers support,” Mr. McCormack said.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department will remain vigilant on
any Garwood pest and rodent infesta-
tion situations, stated Councilman
Michael Ince, the council’s liaison to
the Board of Health.

“In the same regard, there will be
more frequent walk throughs (in
Garwood) by a pest control firm in
2020,” Mr. Ince said.

Mayor Todisco was not present at
Thursday’s meeting as the she had a
professional obligation to attend a
parent-teacher back-to-school night.

and Millburn as well as the City of
Rahway. The TSP consists of Cran-
ford Alternative 4a, which includes
channel improvements in Cranford
and modification to the Orange Res-
ervoir dam spillway in West Or-
ange; and Alternative 2a, which is a
nonstructural plan, in the 10-year
floodplain for the Robinson’s
Branch in the City of Rahway.

“The stakeholders and the spon-
sor have supported the TSP. USACE
Headquarter had policy concerns
regarding the Orange Reservoir
Dam. Therefore, the study has been
transitioned to the New England
District,” the fact sheet states.

In other business, the board voted
to increase the contract to Deer
Carcas Removal Serives, LLC, for
removal of dead deer by $15,000 to
a new contract of $54,000. Ron
Zuber, director of parks and recre-
ation, said over the past two years
517 deer have been removed from
roadways in the county.

Freeholder Al Mirabella com-
mented that the county’s change to
expand the shotgun hunt to allow
bow hunters as well has been “so
successful” in reducing the over-
population of deer in the county.
Mr. Mirabella said bow hunting has
allowed hunters to remove deer in
populated areas. He said the over-
population of deer has led to more
vehicle accidents, noting that the
shotgun hunts were not able to keep
up with the ever increasing popula-
tion of deer.

Mr. Zuber said this year’s hunt
begins October 1.

The board approved agreements
with Cranford and Clark for Help

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rahway Flood Project
America Vote Act (HAVA) grant
funding to improve Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance
at Orange Avenue School in Cran-
ford and Frank K. Henly School in
Clark. The Cranford grant is for
$5,374 and the Clark grant is for
$21,900.

The county also received $3,780
for a grant program entitled HAVA
Election Security-ADA Polling
Place Accessibility-II.

The board also approved a 10-
year shared-services agreement with
Hillside for 9-1-1 dispatch services
for fire and medical basic life sup-
port services at a cost of $53,204
for the first year with 2 percent
increases through the length of the
contract. Andrew Moran, director
of public safety, said 13 towns are
served by the county’s dispatch cen-
ter based in Westfield. He said Hill-
side has been receiving services
from the county for fire and emer-
gency medical services dispatch
since 2012.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
dispatch center is a “great example”
of a shared service that will save
Hillside “hundreds of thousands of
dollars” had they staffed and
equipped their own dispatch center.

Freeholder Angel Estrada noted
the ground breaking of the $500-
million Consolidated Rent A Car
facility by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey at New-
ark Liberty International Airport at
Terminal 1, which is replacing Ter-
minal A. Ten rental car companies
will be located in the new facility,
which will have 6,000 rental and
public parking spaces.

The Path to Progress Plan being
pushed by state Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) which,
among other things, calls for the end
of kindergarten to grade 5 and kinder-
garten to grade 8 districts by having
them merged into kindergarten to
grade 12 districts.

“It would be Union County control-
ling the schools,” Asw. Munoz said.

Asm. Bramnick said having Eliza-
beth take over the public schools in
Union County would be “a disaster”
to local school districts.

“I can guarantee Union County is
not going to be saving you money on
your school tax, but more importantly
I want local parents running Westfield
schools. I want local parents running
Cranford schools. They do a terrific
job,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Asm. Bramnick said merging dis-
tricts may work in some areas of the
state but not local school districts.

Asw. Munoz said regional districts
controlled by counties works better
in South Jersey but not in northern
New Jersey, “which is more local
government.” She said merging
schools would likely increase trans-
portation costs bussing kids from fur-
ther distances.

“Suddenly you start changing these
things around and there is going to be
unintended consequential costs that
we don’t even know about now,” Asw.
Munoz said.

Asm. Bramnick also noted that the
21st Legislative District has the high-
est taxes in the region in terms of
income, sales, property and corpo-
rate taxes which he called “bad busi-
ness policy.”

Asw. Munoz said middle-class resi-
dents are moving out of the state as
they cannot afford the property taxes.
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Bramnick, Munoz
Asm. Bramnick also said New Jer-

sey has $200 billion in either debt or
unfunded liabilities on a revenue
stream of $37 billion. “It’s (debt) is
headed for a doomsday result,he said.

The two lawmakers have sponsored
a bill to cap state spending at 2 per-
cent similar to what is imposed on
towns and school districts.

On the issue of NJ Transit, Asm.
Bramnick said, “It was our (his and
Asw. Munoz.) trip to NJ Transit that
got the one-seat (off-peak) one-seat
ride (on the Raritan Valley Line).”

“It was the Murphy Administration
that took away the one-seat ride,”
Asm. Munoz added.

Asm. Bramnick said Gov. Murphy
can get the return of the one-seat ride
by calling the head of NJ Transit and
asking for it to be restored.

“We didn’t take the one-seat ride
away,” Asm. Bramnick added.

Looking at the Democratic major-
ity in Trenton, Asm. Bramnick said
“one party rule without a strong op-
position is a problem because most
people are in the middle of the politi-
cal spectrum.”

On guns, Asm. Bramnick said he
favors background checks and has
always opposed assault weapons.
“I’ve gotten more F’s from the NRA
than A’s,” he said.

Asw. Munoz noted that she spon-
sored a bill to take away guns from
people who have a domestic violence
restraining order.

In closing, Asw. Munoz said she
and Asm. Bramnick “are reasonable
people who work hard.”

Asm. Bramnick added they are “re-
spectful and policy oriented and have
never been attack dogs and tried to
respect the community and the lead-
ership of all communities.”

The property’s side yard contains
an original “hand-dug well” and a
cast-iron hand pump,” Mr. Wendel
stated.

“This home is significant not only
for its architecture, but also for what
its interior preservation reveals about
the way of life in America in 1850,”
Commissioner Wendel said.

The home’s fireplaces have main-
tained their original marble mantels
with original coal grates.

The 18-step staircase is graced with
mahogany-turned balusters, a ma-
hogany newel post, and a handrail,
Mr. Wendel said. The first floor’s
ceilings are 12 feet in height with
“exceptional woodwork trimming”
while the second-floor ceilings are 10
feet in height. Four bedrooms on the
second floor each have a “wood burn-
ing fireplace,” which have retained
their “original wooden mantels and
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John Frazee Home Gets
Historic Designation

brick hearths,” he said.
Mr. Wendel said that during the

20th century two dressing rooms in
the home were converted into bath-
rooms. He said the kitchen has an
original brick open hearth and bee-
hive oven with original cast iron door
by “Jonathan Savery and Sons, pat-
ented 1848.”

“The house retains all of its origi-
nal doors and windows including
hardware and moldings, and all of its
original plaster walls and ceilings”,
Mr. Wendel said.

The Amos Scudder farm is shown
on the Essex County map in 1850,
and confirms the Nolde house was
originally part of the Scudder farm,
he said.

The Nolde home designation will
be reviewed by the Westfield Planning
Board and Town Council, stated HPC
and Town Attorney Tom Jardim said.

State to Spray Mountainside,
Area to Combat EEE Virus

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County will be enlisting the services of
the state to combat a small outbreak of
Eastern equine encephalitis virus
(EEE) also known as encephalitis
through an aerial spraying operation
via helicopter across six Union County
Municipalities.

The operation, scheduled for
Wednesday, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., is
part of a plan to eliminate mosquitoes
carrying the virus in the municipali-
ties of Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
New Providence, Springfield, Sum-
mit and Berkley Heights after two
people were confirmed to have con-
tracted the virus. Mosquito ponds
located in the border area between
Berkeley Heights and Warren also
tested positive for containing mos-
quitoes carrying the EEE virus.

The two human cases in Union
County, which have been reported to
originate in Berkeley Heights, along
with a third case in Atlantic County, and
the discovery of the breeding ponds in
the Berkeley Heights area, prompted
the state and county to take action,
according to Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli,
who addressed the outbreak during
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.

Mayor Mirabelli reiterated the only
confirmed cases of mosquito ponds
containing the encephalitis virus in
Union County were in the area between
Berkley Heights and Warren Township
of Somerset County. Mr. Mirabelli, who
has been in communication with a
county official, said the county has
been out testing in Mountainside, spe-
cifically its parks. Mr. Mirabelli also
stated that the county would be willing
to come out and test mosquito infested
breeding pools in resident’s backyards

if requested to do so.
The aerial operation plan in Moun-

tainside focuses on the Watchung Res-
ervation section, specifically areas
above Moxun Pond, according to Bor-
ough Engineer Michael Disko, who
during the council meeting consulted
an overhead picture outlining where in
Mountainside the helicopter would tar-
get. The area “above” Moxun Pond
include areas between Coles Avenue,
which borders the reservation; Deer
Path an artery in the borough extending
into New Providence Road and Sum-
mit Lane, which runs through the reser-
vation towards Springfield.

The spray is said to be non-toxic,
with no harmful impact to humans,
according to Mr. Mirabelli. He also
said, “As soon as it [the spray] hits the
ground it doesn’t have any effect.” Resi-
dents with concerns regarding the health
impact of the spraying are advised to
stay indoors if they are in a part of town
being treated by the aerial spray.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Health through the NJ.gov
website, the EEE virus is transmitted
when an infected mosquito bites a
human with most people showing, “no
apparent illness.” Although very rare
with only “a few cases reported in the
United States every year,” encephali-
tis in its most severe cases can result in
brain inflammation, brain damage and
even death. The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Heath advises using insect
repellent, protective clothing and re-
maining indoors “while mosquitoes
are most active.” The young and eld-
erly are most susceptible.

The mayor and council advised the
public to check the borough website
for any additional updates concern-
ing the effort to combat the spread of
the EEE virus.

Scotch Plains Affordable Housing
Panel Launches Petition

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee launched a petition Tues-
day to gather signatures of New Jer-
sey residents “who want to bring com-
mon-sense reforms to the current
costly, inefficient and inconsistent
New Jersey court-mandated afford-
able-housing process presently being
imposed on New Jersey municipali-
ties,” according to a press release
issued Tuesday by the committee.

The committee said in the release
that it supports providing affordable
housing in New Jersey for low-in-
come families, seniors, millennials,
veterans, those with special needs, as
well as other groups.

“However, the current manner in
which affordable housing is deter-
mined fails to consider how local
communities may be affected by the
construction of thousands of new
units,” according to the release.

Back in May 2019, the non-parti-
san Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee endorsed four bills in the
New Jersey State Legislature: S-2997/
A-4471, A-1649, S-2386/A-1648, S-
2572/A-1644 “to reform the current
broken, court driven-affordable hous-
ing overdevelopment process,” the
release states.

The petition asks residents to sign
the petition in support of these bills,
which will, among other things, insti-
tute a state legislative committee to
evaluate and determine the need for

affordable housing at the state and
regional levels and require among
other factors an analysis of a
municipality’s population, infrastruc-
ture, school class sizes and school
services, before assigning affordable-
housing numbers.

“The only way to get our state legis-
lators to listen and institute reforms is
for residents to directly demand it,”
said Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith,
chairman of the committee. “After ob-
taining thousands of signatures, I, along
with Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, plan
on personally delivering this petition to
Governor (Phil) Murphy’s office, as
well as the Democrat and Republican
state legislative leaders to engage them
in conversation on reform.”

Deputy Mayor Losardo added, “It’s
time for action, and if the reforms out-
lined in this petition are implemented,
we will bring plain common sense and
consideration of a town’s infrastructure
before requiring the construction of
thousands of units. I urge everyone to
sign this petition.”

To sign the petition, it is available at
https://www.thepetitionsite.com/264/
002/417/petition-for-affordable-hous-
ing-reform/.

A video of Mayor Smith and Deputy
Mayor Losardo discussing the petition
can be viewed at https://youtu.be/
yZgvSLf753k.

For information on how to contact
state legislators, visit https://
www.njleg.state.nj.us/SelectMun.asp.


