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Ken Zierler for The Wesfield Leader
MARTIN WALLBERG MEMORIAL DRIVE...American Legion honorary representatives and Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle gather to officially dedicate Crossway Place as Martin Wallberg Memorial Drive during the Martin Wallberg
American Legion Post 3 Centennial Celebration on Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU, SPONSORS...These kids promote the sponsors for this past
weekend’s Feast of Saint Michaels in Cranford.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
ROCK’N AND ROLLING...Live music was on the agenda all afternoon at
Sunday's Rockin' the Reservation concert at the Watchung Reservation.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STATE OFFICIALS...State Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) visited
The Westfield Leader on Friday to discuss state issues as they seek reelection.
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Legislation Would Impact
Raritan Line Commuters

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD  – The New Jersey
Legislature is considering two legis-
lative measures impacting Raritan
Valley Line commuters, said Bor-
ough Council President Marc
Lazarow at Thursday’s borough coun-
cil meeting.

Senate bill S-3574 proposes reduc-
ing Raritan Valley Line commuter
fares by 10 percent until one-seat
rides are restored, stated Councilman
Lazarow. Legislative measure S-3574
proposes NJ Transit conduct a feasi-
bility study on offering “full-time di-
rect rail service to New York City,”
stated Councilman Lazarow.

If measure S-3574 is passed, NJ Tran-
sit would be required to “prepare and
submit” a report detailing the feasibil-
ity 1findings study within six months of
the enactment, Mr. Lazarow said.

“I will continue to put pressure on
to move these two (bills) in the New
Jersey Legislature forward in the short
term,” he said.

Councilman Lazarow and Coun-
cilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock rep-
resented Garwood council and resi-
dents at the most recent Raritan Val-

ley Rail Coalition (RVRC) public
meeting last week.

Regional Plan Association Direc-
tor Nat Bottigheimer discussed at the
RVRC coalition meeting the “major
economic impact of not building a
new rail tunnel to connect New Jersey
to New York City,” Mr. Lazarow said.

Mr. Lazarow said Mr. Bottigheimer
informed attendees that the existing
Hudson tunnel is over 100 years old
and has a “distinct possibility” to be
permanently closed “due to its age and
ability to withstand devastating storms.”

“In the long term we need to pres-
sure our representatives and the White
House to provide adequate funding
for building a new tunnel,” Mr.
Lazarow said.

A new tunnel and a direct access
rail line to New York City would
increase “Garwood property values,”
Mr. Lazarow said.

In other business, the finance com-
mittee met with Cranford’s township
administrator to discuss the construc-
tion and permitting shared-service
agreement arranged between Cranford
and Garwood, stated Mr. Lazarow,
who chairs the finance committee.
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County Asks DEP to Step In After
USACE Cancels Flood Project
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski an-
nounced Thursday night at the free-
holder meeting that the county is
asking the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
to intervene after the United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
announced it was ending the Rahway
River Flood Risk Management Fea-
sibility Study.

“For many years this Freeholder
Board has been involved in a col-
laborative solution working with the
Army Corps of Engineers. We had
studies done, we looked over nu-
merous possibilities to help with
the flood issues...and certainly Cran-

ford would really benefit from flood
control as well all the towns along
the river,” Freeholder Kowalski an-
nounced at Thursday’s Freeholder
meeting.

She called the USACE’s decision
“an abrupt arbitrary decision.”

She said the freeholder board is
looking to have the DEP “revive the
flood control project and get it up
and running again.”

“And we strongly urge the Army
Corps of Engineers to fulfill its ob-
ligations to protect life and prop-
erty, which really are among the
basic responsibilities of government
to the people we serve,” she said.

In a letter to DEP Commissioner
Catherine R. McCabe, Freeholder
Kowalski said, on September 18,

2019 USACE “notified NJDEP of
its view that further study of plans
to provide protection from flooding
related to the Rahway River is not
warranted because of the difficul-
ties they claim, saying that ‘locally
imposed constraints and lack of ac-
ceptance of the alternatives pro-
posed has severely limited the scope
of our solutions.’’’

“In assessing the costs and ben-
efits of potential plans, USACE fails
to appropriately account for the tre-
mendous costs of doing nothing,”
Freeholder Kowalski said. “We ask
for NJDEP and USACE to renew
their work, cooperatively and in
close coordination, to develop an
acceptable plan to provide protec-
tion from flooding from the Rahway
River.”

According to a county press re-
lease, “the planning process has
been under way since 1999, after
Congress approved funds for a fea-
sibility study for flood control in
the Rahway River Basin. The
Rahway River Basin covers more
than 81 square miles within the New
York metropolitan region, includ-
ing parts of Union and Essex coun-
ties.”

“The action by Congress followed
a series of destructive floods dating
back to 1938, impacting Cranford,
Rahway and other communities.
More recently, severe flooding oc-
curred during Tropical Storm Floyd
in 1999, a springtime nor’easter in
2007, and Hurricane Irene in 2011,”
according to the release.

According to the fact sheet about
the flood risk management study,
updated February 2019, on the
USACE website, the USACE New
York District identified a Tentatively
Selected Plan (TSP) that will pro-
vide flood risk management to the
Townships of Cranford, Springfield,

Bramnick, Munoz Discuss
Housing, Trenton Control

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Assembly incum-
bents Jon Bramnick and Nancy
Munoz, both Republicans represent-
ing the 21st Legislative District, com-
mented on issues ranging from over-
development to loss of control of
local school districts during an inter-
view with The Westfield Leader last
Friday.

On the issue of overdevelopment
and affordable housing, Asm.
Bramnick, who serves as Assembly
Republican minority leader, said the
State Legislature “must take immedi-
ate emergency action to address the
affordable-housing issue as opposed
to allowing the courts to decide how
many units are going in your town.”

“The fact that Trenton insiders
won’t address the public policy issue
and pass legislation, that’s a disaster
for the communities and we’re hit
with higher taxes, infrastructure pres-
sures. They have to build more
schools. And the courts don’t take
any of that into consideration,” Asm.
Bramnick said.

He said he and Asw. Munoz have
20 bills pending that address the is-
sue. One would put a moratorium on
constructing high-density, multi-fam-
ily residential buildings until the Leg-
islature addresses the issue. Some of
their bills call for affordable housing
to be done on a regional basis instead
of each individual town.

“The fact that the courts are decid-
ing which towns should build how
many units is absurd,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

Another of their bills says the hous-
ing should be built near transporta-
tion hubs.

He said the Democrats “believe it
is politically advantageous to them”
to allow the overdevelopment in com-
munities, noting “it changes the po-

litical dynamics of the community.”
He also said state Democrats “just

can’t get a consensus within the Demo-
cratic Party” on the issue.

Asm. Munoz said NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line cannot handle the
current capacity, much less even more
commuters coming from additional
housing developments.

She also said the additional hous-
ing puts a strain on the infrastructure
including sewer and water systems.

Asm. Bramnick said it was “offen-
sive” to communities that the Legis-
lature did not hold a special session to
come up with a “global policy solu-
tion” on what stopping “court-im-
posed high-density housing.”

“Trenton could stop it (overdevel-
opment) tomorrow (citing his bill on
calling for a moratorium)… We could
meet in emergency session, both
houses, and by 10 in the morning they
would stop all court-imposed high-
density housing,” Asm. Bramnick
said, noting the Legislature would
than address the issue in a policy
platform as well as through legisla-
tion.

“The Trenton (Democratic) major-
ity wants to micromanage our towns.
We believe that our towns do pretty
well (without Trenton lawmakers
imposing their policies),” Asm.
Bramnick said. “Micromanaging our
towns is a really big mistake.”

“Trenton’s history of
micromanaging anything is poor,”
Asm. Bramnick said.

He said Democrats feel they can do
this because they have so much con-
trol and “they don ’t fear the voters.”

“The next thing they want to do is
they want to takeover our
schools….just like they are taking
over our zoning and planning boards.
They want to run everything from
Trenton,” Asm. Bramnick said.
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Westfield HPC OKs John Frazee
Home for Historic Designation

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Histo-
rian John Frazee’s home located at
1737 Nevada Street was unani-
mously approved the designation
of a Westfield historic home by the
Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) at Monday’s commission
meeting.

Currently, the home owned by the
Nolde family was built in 1850,
stated HPC Commissioner Robert
Wendel. Mr. Frazee was the

Westfield historian during the time
period when the home was built,
Mr. Wendel stated.

“The current home has been care-
fully restored and maintained and is
a quintessential example of both a
representative architecture of mid
1800s,” Mr. Wendel said.

The Nolde family care for the
Frazee home embodies “what it
means to occupy and preserve” a
historical home in Westfield, stated
HPC Chairwoman Maria Boyes.

“The house is an excellent ex-
ample of the persistence of colo-
nial-style architecture with its six
over six windows,” Commissioner
Wendel said.

In addition, the home has five
chimneys and nine fireplaces, stated
Commissioner Wendel. Initially, the
property was part of the Ephraim
Scudder and David Ross estates,

Mr. Wendel stated.
“This section of land was passed

down through generations and is
the remnants of two larges estates,”
Mr. Wendel stated.

The two estates “comprised much
of the south side of Westfield,” he
said, noting the remaining parcel
was once owned by one or more of
Westfield’s founders.

The Nolde’s home features a cen-
ter-hallway layout maintaining
Italianate influences with paired
bracketed eaves, and with two rooms
on each side which are separated by
pocket doors, Mr. Wendel ex-
plained. He said the home also fea-
tures paired windows on the main
façade with three porches.

“The three porches include lat-
tice work columns and fancy sawn
balusters,” Mr.  Wendel said.

Letters: Endorsement letter
Kathleen NiCastro; Property Tax
Reform letter.

Scotch Plains Affordable Housing
Petition. Westfield Hall of Fame.

Sports: Kent Place Tops Blue
Devils for UCT Girls Tennis Crown;
Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win over
W.H. Football Warriors; Blue Dev-

ils Bombed Cougars in Soccer Battle,
9-1; Somerville’s Quick Starts Raps
Courgars in Grid Struggle, 40-7.

Education: EFG to Hold
Fundraiser with Wine Tasting; So-
cial Media Class for Parents; W+H
Fall Fair; Cranford Chamber Net-
working Event; Westfield Candidates
Forum


