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Community Concert Band
Holiday Concert, Dec. 12

Yale Whiffenpoofs to
Perform in Cranford

Westfield’s Gingerbread
Contest Voting to Begin

Neshama Carlebach to Headline
Arnold Young Memorial Concert

CLARK – It was the 1950’s and
Arnold Young had recently opened a
small hardware store in Newark. He
struggled and for many months could
not pay the rent. When his landlord
called him in for a meeting, he ex-
plained that he was having financial
difficulties and had
been too embar-
rassed to tell him.
The landlord asked
him how much he
owed his suppliers,
and then took out
his checkbook and
gave Mr. Young
the money he
needed to get back
on his feet.

The landlord’s
kindness allowed
Mr. Young to stay
in business. He of-
ten told this story
and related how it
motivated him, as
he himself became
successful, to pay
the kindness forward. He went on to
build his modest little store into a
major company, A&M Industrial Sup-
ply, headquartered in Rahway.

Mr. Young passed away in May of
2018 at the age of 87. The legacy he
leaves behind is a life of kindness,
generosity and philanthropy. He was
a proud former member of the U.S.

Marine Corp who fought racism and
discrimination his entire life, putting
himself at risk for the dignity of oth-
ers. He was a major supporter of
educational institutions, communal
organizations, as well as individuals
in need.

To honor his
memory, his syna-
gogue for over 50
years, Temple
Beth O’r Beth To-
rah of Clark, will
host the Arnold
Young Memorial
Concert on Sun-
day, December 8,
at 4 p.m. The guest
artists will be
award-winning
singer and
s o n g w r i t e r
N e s h a m a
Carlebach, and the
acclaimed klezmer
band Metropolitan
Klezmer.

Tickets for the
concert are $20 if purchased by No-
vember 29, and $25 at the door. Spon-
sorship opportunities are available
and includes two tickets, reserved
seating, a reception and listing in the
program. For tickets, call the temple
office at (732) 381-8403, email
tbethor@gmail.com, or visit
www.bethorbethtorah.com.

Arnold Young

WESTFIELD — It’s time for the
Second Annual town-wide Ginger-
bread Decorating Contest. Residents
are invited to conjure up their holi-
day creativity and imagination to
share with the community.

The gingerbread house, iconic
Westfield building, village, or other
structure should not be larger than 2
feet by 2 feet.

Completed projects, presented on
a cake board or a wooden board
must be dropped off to Savory Spice
during normal business hours be-
tween Thursday, November 28, and
Thursday, December 5. Please in-
clude an index card attached to the

project with the following informa-
tion: name, email address, phone
number, address, category.

The gingerbread will be on dis-
play in the windows of downtown
businesses and residents can vote
online for their favorite gingerbread
design.

Judging will be done via an online
voting booth by the community, and
winners will be announced on New
Year’s Day in the following catego-
ries: Grand Prize, Kids Only Effort
(ages 14 and younger), Family Ef-
fort, and Iconic Westfield Building.

See www.westfieldnj.gov/ginger-
bread for an online form.

THE WHIFFS...The Yale Whiffenpoofs, the world’s oldest and best-known
collegiate a cappella group, will present a concert on Saturday, December 7, at 8
p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford.

CRANFORD — The Yale
Whiffenpoofs, the world’s oldest and
best-known collegiate a cappella
group, will present a concert on Satur-
day, December 7, at 8 p.m. at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford. Ad-
mission is free; however, a free-will
donation will be taken to help offset
the cost of the Whiffenpoofs’ visit.

Founded in 1909, the “Whiffs”
began as a senior quartet that met for
weekly concerts at Mory’s Temple
Bar, the famous Yale tavern. Today,
the group has become one of Yale’s
most celebrated traditions with over a
century of musical excellence.

Cranford High School (CHS) alum-
nus, Hale Jaeger, class of 2016, will
be returning to Cranford to perform
with the Whiffenpoofs.

Singing a mixture of old Yale tunes,
jazz standards, and other hits from
across the decades, the Whiffenpoofs
perform more than 200 concerts each
year. Their characteristic white tie
and tails, paired with their enthusi-
asm and humor, have become iconic
for audiences all around the United
States and across the world.

Recent Whiffenpoof performance
venues have included Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, the White House,
the Rose Bowl, and Lincoln Center.
The Whiffenpoofs have reached a
television audience of more than 175
million in appearances in NBC’S “The
Sing Off,” “The West Wing,” “The

Today Show,” “60 Minutes,”
“Gilmore Girls,” “Jeopardy!,” “Sat-
urday Night Live,” and most recently
on the Season 4 finale of the hit tele-
vision show “Glee”.

The “Whiffs” will also visit CHS to
workshop with the CHS a cappella
and choral students. The concert and
workshop is sponsored by Cranford
High School Performing Arts,
Cranford Friends of the Performing
Arts (FOPA), as well as Trinity Epis-
copal Church.

BROADWAY SINGERS…Pictured, Dr. Thomas Connors will conduct the
Westfield Community Concert Band for its 29th annual Holiday Concert on
Thursday, December 12, at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School, located at
800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield. The band will be joined by the Edison Interme-
diate School Broadway Singers, directed by Kenneth Horn and Stephen Markowski.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Ford v Ferrari
Or, Goliath v David

3 & ½ popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

The red-blooded American portion of
me, the part that in my youth soaked up
John Wayne movies, was gratified by the
spirit of director James Mangold’s studi-
ously executed Ford v Ferrari. Rah, rah
and all that good stuff. Ferrari had been
dominating world auto racing and its
reign might have gone on for a bit longer
had it not been for il Commendatore’s
dissing of the Deuce. That’s car enthusi-
ast colloquium for Enzo Ferrari and Henry
Ford, II. And the automobile industry
version of “The Cask of Amontillado” to
which I allude concerns Mr. Ferrari add-
ing insult to industry when he not only
rebuffed the Detroit magnate’s attempt to
buy his Prancing Horse magnificence,
but also called him fat. Ford screamed
bloody revenge and swore he would beat
Ferrari at the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

History will do that. Just ask Helen of
Troy. But while no land was exchanged
following the bitter war that ensued be-
tween Ferrari and Ford, and no one had to
learn another language in the conquest
that resulted, the American pride that was
at stake is established holy lore among
gearheads. Following America’s show of
international might in WWII, it is both the
illustrative model and postscript to that
grand, swaggering flourish of what we
Yanks can do when we toss enough money,
determination and moxie at something.

But I must come clean, just in case the
truth is broached in some segue during
the Impeachment hearings. I am a Tifosi.
There, I’ve said it. While a general term
for a supporter of a team, Tifosi has come
to more specifically mean an ardent devo-
tee of Scuderia Ferrari (the Ferrari racing
team). Nevertheless, I think I can offer a
fair judgement of the account in question,
here magisterially authored with just the
right amount of rough and tumble action
by Jez Butterworth, John-Henry
Butterworth and Jason Keller. Recusal
won’t be necessary.

I can’t help my patriotism. It started so
early, and still occupies the fantasy seg-
ments of my waking hours. I was about
five or six and crying about something or
other I wanted when my Dad, who I was
still confusing with the televised movie
images of Gary Cooper and Jimmy
Stewart, looked down at me and said,
“Next thing I know, you’ll want a Ferrari.”
Huh? The analogy eluded me. But when
said in such context by someone with the
unquestionable, combined integrity of
Gary Cooper, Jimmy Stewart and Daniel
Goldberger, I figured that must really be
something worth having. He could have
just as easily said Rolls-Royce, Bentley
or Cadillac. But he said Ferrari. My mis-

sion was clear.
In all fairness to Dad, without a crystal

ball he couldn’t say Ford GT40, a minia-
ture model of which shares a hallowed
spot alongside a couple Ferraris atop my
writing desk. It would be many years later
that Ford’s contender to the throne makes
its debut at Le Mans, the appearance
made possible not solely by the Ford
Motor Corporation, but by the synergis-
tic, colorful collaboration dramatized in
Ford v Ferrari …doubtlessly the most
authentically realized car movie since
Grand Prix (1966).

But don’t laugh when I say there ought
to be an asterisk next to that last sentence,
informing quite seriously that John
Lassiter’s animated masterpiece, Cars
(2006), deserves almost as high ranking
for its contribution to the poetic rhapso-
dizing of automobilia. You see, there is a
curious disconnect that takes place dur-
ing the process of making car-related
movies, a filmic phenomenon attribut-
able to the estimable passion automo-
biles evoke in us all on their own. Can any
dramatic description approximate the
emotion you felt when you got that first
car?

Hence, it is to Mr. Mangold’s credit,
with the thespic help of Matt Damon and
Christian Bale as famed racecar builder
Carroll Shelby and racecar driver
extraordinaire, Ken Miles, respectively,
that the storied Goliath versus David saga
is made exciting, car nut or not. Riding in
tandem with scintillating racing scenes
doubtlessly supercharged by computer
magic is the ennobling camaraderie be-
tween Shelby and Miles, a smattering of
mechanics’ jargon for oil-soaked enthu-
siasts, and a more than subtextual, Plato-
worthy meditation on the group vs. the
individual.

As reputably told here with little
Hollywoodization, including the
internecine warfare among the suits, re-
plete with a snide, detractive villain
hellbent on stealing the glory from Messrs.
Shelby and Miles, the incorporated, truth
telling backstory openly contradicts the
propaganda. For all the publicity extol-
ling the virtues of Ford, the fact is that
while the GT40 did use a homegrown V8,
the chassis was designed and built in
England, based on the British Lola Mk6.
While Ford’s bankrolling was indispens-
able, ‘twas the blood, sweat and racing
ingenuity of two car pals that suggest the
film might have been more properly titled
“Shelby & Miles v Ferrari.”

Ford v Ferrari, rated PG13, is a Twen-
tieth Century Fox release directed by
James Mangold and stars Matt Damon,
Christian Bale and Caitriona Balfe. Run-
ning time: 152 minutes.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department will host its
29th Annual Holiday Concert featur-
ing the Westfield Community Con-
cert Band and the Edison Intermedi-
ate School Broadway Singers on
Thursday, December 12, at 7:30 p.m.
at Edison Intermediate School, lo-
cated at 800 Rahway Avenue. This
free public concert culminates a year-
long series of performances by the
Westfield Community Concert Band
in celebration of the band’s 107th
anniversary concert season. The band
performed its first annual Holiday
Concert at the Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School in December 1990 with
the Roosevelt “Sharps and Flats” cho-
rus.

Highlighting a program of holiday
favorites, the band will perform A
Charlie Brown Christmas, from the
renowned Charles Shulz animated
special first appearing on the CBS
network in 1965. This selection fea-
tures the well-known compositions
by jazz pianist, Vince Guaraldi, origi-
nally performed by his jazz trio.

The band’s program also includes,
The Eighth Candle, a contemporary
celebration of Hanukkah, by com-
poser Steven Reistiter, Carol of the
Shepherds, arranged by Philip Sparke,
Fantasia for Christmas, arranged by
Elliot Del Borgo, and Ukrainian Bell
Carol, arranged by Philip Sparke.
The band will also perform Leroy
Anderson’s popular holiday compo-
sition, A Christmas Festival, written
in 1950 for the Boston Pops.

The Broadway Singers will also
perform a selection of holiday music
featuring the choir’s unique arrange-
ments and choreography, including

We Need a Little Christmas, from the
hit Broadway show, Mame, All Alone
Beneath the Mistletoe, That’s Christ-
mas to Me, Light, Jingle Bell Rock,
and Un Poco Loco, from Disney’s
film, Coco.

The program will conclude with a
combined performance of Irving
Berlin’s “White Christmas” with both
the band and choir, an annual tradi-
tion dating back more than 25 years. 

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is conducted by Dr. Tho-
mas Connors, now in his fifteenth
season with the band. Westfield mu-
sic educators Kenneth Horn and
Stephen Markowski, vocal special-
ists in the Westfield School District,
co-direct the Edison Broadway Sing-
ers.

Members of the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band participated in
Westfield’s Holiday Tree Lighting
event, performing traditional Christ-
mas music as a festive backdrop for
the lighting of the Christmas tree at
the north side Westfield train station
along with a special appearance by
Santa and Mrs. Claus for hundreds of
families in attendance. As the band
completes its milestone 107th con-
cert season, the band continues to
seek out experienced area musicians
to perform a wide variety of concert
band literature for its many area con-
cert events. Interested musicians
should contact Dr. Connors through
the band’s website,
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. in the
community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street.

Nat King Cole Holiday
Music at Scotch Plains Lib.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Join fellow
community members for the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s ever-popular
Sunday Sounds series.

On Sunday, December 8, at 2 p.m.,
Stephen Fuller, Fred Fischer, Calvin
Jones and Marty Eigen of Amani will
get us in the holiday spirit with Nat
King Cole Celebrates the Holiday
Season. No registration needed.

Sunday Sounds is sponsored by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League. For more information, go to
www.scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, ext. 204 or stop by the Refer-
ence Desk. The Scotch Plains Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of town.

Chango as Quince. The Mechanicals’
actions are a combination of the
“Three Stooges” and a “Saturday
Night Live” skit crew. Another time,
they enter the stage to “If I Had a
Hammer” led by construction worker
Quince whose costume is straight
from “YMCA.” Oh, the irony. Of
course, it’s all done tongue-in-cheek.
They provide comic relief with over-
the-top antics, grandiose gestures and
physicality run amuck. The four main
lovers, also, get manhandled in one
hilarious scene of physical mayhem
near the play’s end.

A psychedelic mood unfolds with
the Fairies, hippie spirits who serve
the fairy king and queen. They move
and groove to Jefferson Airplane’s
“White Rabbit.” If the royal pair looks
familiar, they are Theseus and
Hippolyta, now decked out in color-
ful outfits. Puck (the adorable Mac
Ferrone) in fantastic makeup (by
Emma Guan and Lexi Chouinard) is
replete with pointy Spock-like ears.
He enters and exits with his signature
hysterical laughter and gangly, flail-
ing arms and legs. This trickster, do-

ing the fairy king’s bidding, is a cross
between Harry Potter’s friend Dobby
and a more traditional goblin or elf.
His mix-ups with appointed love po-
tion (no, it’s not “Love Potion # 9”)
causes problems until he can undo the
magical havoc. Puck has great fun in
changing Bottom’s head into that of a
jackass. And Bottom plays his part,
throughout, for all it’s worth. The elf
enjoys playing tricks on the humans
and chuckles when he exclaims,
“Lord, what fools these mortals be!”

As fun-loving Puck delivers his
concluding remarks to the audience,
he speculates that the whole thing
was a dream. What a dream it was!
Bravo to the actors who did not throw
away their exit lines, who were able
to make themselves understood using
language and constructs that were
popular to audiences in the 1600s and
had a ball in the process. Congrats to
director Knight whose clever selec-
tion of the music and vision for this
production shows that sometimes, we
must put aside preconceived notions
in going to the theater. Just go with the
flow and enjoy the experience.

~continued from page 16~
SPFHS Reinvents Genius ’60s Twist To

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Photos With Santa & Mrs. Claus At
Lord + Taylor This Weekend

WESTFIELD — Thanksgiving
Weekend kick-s off the Westfield
holiday events with “Photos with
Santa & Mrs. Claus,” from Friday,
November 29 through Sunday, De-

cember 1, at Lord + Taylor, Westfield,
located at 609 North Avenue West.
Santa will visit with children on Fri-
day and Saturday from 1 to 6 p.m. and
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.

Each visitor will receive one free 5
x 7-inch photo with a donation of $5
for the Westfield Food Pantry. A nomi-
nal shipping fee will apply. Addi-
tional online photo packages may be
purchased from
www.PaulMeccaPhotography.com

Free Parking In
Downtown Westfield

WESTFIELD -- Dowtown
Westfield is offering free public
parking this Friday and Saturday,
November 29 and 30.

Also, enjoy free shopper parking
for the holidays, Saturday, December
14, 2019 through January 1, 2020,
compliments of the Town of
Westfield.

Parking restrictions and time limits
apply.

Coming Next May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
DECEMBER  2019    

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm  Sun 1-5:00 pm 

Closed December 24 and 25 for Christmas 
Closing at 3:00 p.m. on December 31 and closed January 1 for New Year’s Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 
***SOME RESTRICTIONS ON MURAL PATRONS    SEE WEBSITE 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN: CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION 
CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION & ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS STAY WITH CHILDREN FOR MOST PROGRAMS 

12/3  7:00 pm Trivial Pursuit for Teens & Adults   16+years 

12/4 10:00 am Origami Workshop with artist Joy Lara*** 

12/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Apollo 11 (movie) 

12/10  1:00 pm Make a Holiday Candle from Books*** 

12/11 10:00 am Watercolor Basics with artist Joy Lara*** 

12/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Gauguin: Voyage to Tahiti (video) 

12/17  7:00 pm Winter Holiday Customs   Judith Krall-Russo 

12/20  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Move: Elf with Will Ferrell 

12/3, 10, 17 10:00 am Move ‘n Groove 2-5 years with caregiver 

12/3  1:00 pm Drop-in Crafts 3½-5 years with caregiver 

12/5 10:00 am Pipsqueak Players 3-5 years with caregiver 

12/6 & 13 10:00 am Playgroup-Babies & Toddlers 0-23 months 
Parent/caregiver attends with child 

12/10  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club 5+years 
Parent/caregiver stay in library 

12/12, 12/19 10:30 am It’s Movie Time All ages welcome 
Parent/caregiver attends with child 

12/14 10:00 am Paws to Read  Beginning readers read to 
library dogs in 10-minute sessions 

12/31 11:30 am Noon Year’s Eve Party 3+years 
Parent/caregiver attends with child 

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 


