
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 28, 2019 Page 11

Stellar Defense Keyed Raiders
To Sectional Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils Were in Every Game; Finish 9-5-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

nately Andrew found himself injured
early on in the season and then came
down with Mono, so [he] had to lead
in a different manner. He found a way
to help the group. They took on extra
responsibilities and ensured that ev-
erything ran smoothly because they
had the best interests of the team at
heart,” Coach Shaw said.

The play of the midfield helped
immensely in keeping opponents from
penetrating Blue Devil turf. Along
with Echausse, senior Jeremy Silber,
who also contributed three goals and
an assist, juniors Matt Blake (goal,
assist), Dylan Kronick (2 assists) and
James Birle, and sophomores Max
Rokshar (3 goals, assist) and Victor
Ott (goal) were very instrumental in
redirecting the ball back into oppo-
nents’ turf.

“Jeremy Silber, Matt Blake and Max
Rokshar where our midfielders who
controlled the pace and spread of the
game, They are our best players with
the ball that allowed us to keep pos-
session,” Coach Shaw pointed out.

But when the ball did penetrate
Blue Devil turf, seniors Rao, Eli
Carayannopoulos and Eric Ellner or
junior Jack Kelesoglu and senior
Camilo Cardenas-Caceres were in
position to ward off the threats.

“Eric Ellner and Eli had a great
relationship on the field over the past
two seasons. Eric the more technical
player, with good anticipation and
reading of the game to get an advan-
tage, Eli more the physical player,
using his strength and speed to find
success. Jack Kelesoglu and Ronit
Rao where also important to our suc-
cess in the back but also giving us
some attacking options on the width,”
Coach Shaw explained.

On the attack, senior Chris Giglio
led the team with 12 goals and four
assists. In the 9-1 washout over
Cranford, Giglio scored four goals.
Senior John Desena finished with five
goals and seven assists. Junior AJ

Bertch scored four goals and had an
assist. Sophomore Matias Arbelaez
finished with two goals and two as-
sists. Juniors Henry Meacock and

Sean Hazard had two goals apiece,
and sophomore Chris Cicca contrib-
uted four assists.

“We where very pleased in the style

that we played this year, though we
didn’t win any trophies there was not
one game this season that we felt we
could not win. That belief started in

our first big challenge verse Seton
Hall Prep knowing we should have
come out with a better result,” Coach
Shaw concluded.
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VERES, KRONHEIMER, ALTMAN NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Swim Boys Seeking
To Put Trophy Back on Shelf

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 Championships are a regular part
of the conversation when discussing
the Westfield High School boys swim
program. For the first time in a while
the Blue Devils enter the coming cam-
paign looking to put a trophy back on
the shelf after narrowly missing out
last season. Westfield finished sec-
ond at the Union County Champion-
ships with 400 points, just behind first
time winner, Summit (405). The Blue
Devils also “settled” for second in the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group A Finals, where Bridgewater-
Raritan defeated them 107-63.

Most coaches would view such re-
sults with envy. At Westfield though,
the standards are high. The Blue Devils
will look to regain their usual spot at the

top of the Union County standings this
season. They also have hopes of return-
ing to the sectional finals. In order to
meet those lofty goals, the team will
have to reload after the loss of some
talented contributors to graduation.

“We lost some key swimmers to
graduation in Cooper Prieto, Tommy
Brennan, Zach Youssef, Tommy
Moore and Tim McGann.” said
Westfield Head Coach Jeffrey Knight.
“I think we have the guys on our roster
that can get it done in those spots and

I look forward to seeing them grow
into those roles.”

Brennan was the Blue Devils’ sole
individual champion at the Union
County Championships last season.
Brennan won the 100-yard breast-
stroke in a time of 59:13. Prieto fin-
ished second in both the 100-yard
freestyle (48.56) and the 50-yard
freestyle (21.89). Youssef was third
in the 100-yard butterfly (54.19).

So there are plenty of spots to fill.
But the cupboard is anything but bare.
Knight has a deep and talented group
of swimmers from which to construct
a championship worthy squad.

Seniors Kyle Altman, Jeremy
Kronheimer, Gary Maimon, Joshua
Schwartz, Colm Slevin and Zachary
Williams head up the rest of the ros-
ter. Juniors Andrew Brennan, Aidan

Dailey, Steven Gorelik, Brendan
Jawor, Michael Riordan, Brendan
Stiles and Barney Vares also return to
offer experience in various events.

Roan Baker, Seth Camacho, Adam
Contract, Colin Gimblette, Billy
Maguire, Colman Scanlon, Carsen
Sharkey, Matt Swenson, TJ Walsh
and Jack Young make up a deep sopho-
more class. Newcomers Colin
Kavanagh, Cameron Linenberg, Leo
Mangiamele, Christian Tedesco and
Nathan Welsh make up the freshmen

class looking to make contributions.
“We return a good young core with

Barney Veres, Jeremy Kronheimer and
Kyle Altman serving as captains,”
said Knight. “We will look for Roan
Baker, Seth Camacho, Matt Swenson,
TJ Walsh and Carsen Sharkey to once
again provide big contributions for
our team.”

Baker returns after having finished
second in the 200-yard Individual
Medley (1:57.55) last season. Baker
also finished second in the 100-yard
backstroke (53.92). Baker enters the
season as a favorite to claim those
events this season in the county cham-
pionships.

Distance swimmer Swenson took
fourth in the county last year in the
500-yard freestyle (4:53.82). But with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood legend Josh
Cohen having graduated, Swenson has
a shot at winning the event this season.

Senior sprinter Kronheimer was
third in counties in the 50-yard
freestyle (22.55) and fourth in the
100-yard freestyle (50.17). Look for
him to move up in the standings this
season.

Junior Veres was third in the 100-
yard breaststroke (1 .96). Veres could
give the Blue Devils back-to-back
county winners in that event following
up on Brennan’s victory last season.

“We have a good group of moving
parts as many of the guys can swim
multiple events,” said Knight. “That
flexibility will serve us well depend-
ing on the opponents we match up
against.”

Of course, the Blue Devils never
take the easy path to championships.
Once again Westfield will face some
of the toughest competition the state
has to offer as they charge through the
regular season in hopes of county and
sectional titles.

“We have a very competitive sched-
ule where we will be able to see where
we stack up at the county and sec-
tional level,” said Knight. “If we per-
form at the level that I believe this
team is capable of, I think we will be
in the mix in both.”

The Blue Devils hit the water on
December 3 at Union.

in the sectional semis that served as
revenge for their defeat in the county.

Not to be overlooked, the Raider
offense certainly contributed to the
success. In the four-game run to the
sectional title, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
outscored opponents 16-0. The Raid-
ers were led on offense by standout
performer, Corinne Lyght who torched
opponents for 19 goals on the season.
Lyght, a junior, added 10 assists to her
impressive stat line. Lyght figures to
be among the best in the state next
season and is already a much desired
recruit for many college teams.

Also contributing to the offense
were players like junior Faith Price (9
goals, 4 assists), junior Holly Nelson
(5 goals, 3 assists) and sophomore
Leah Klurman (11 goals, 6 assists).

Then in a 4-0 loss to Hunterdon
Central in the state Group 4 finals, the
defense finally rested. Ewing, who
has seen some pretty good Raider
defenses in his time at the school was
asked if this was the greatest defen-
sive squad he ever coached.

“I don’t really compare teams that
I coached in the past with current
teams. The current team was very
good defensively but there is always
room for improvement,” he said.

If this team improved by any more

on the defensive side, opponents may
not have scored at all.  What makes
that prospect even scarier for the rest
of Union County is that the Raiders
will return many experienced players
from this historically good defense
next year.

“We have a lot of good players
coming back and they all have played
in games,” said Ewing. “We are look-
ing to continue to do well in the Con-
ference, Counties and State Tourna-
ment.”

Among the departing players are
senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler, who
finished out her career by recording 82
saves this season. Kessler will attend
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute next
season. Lizzie Ley (6 goals, 11 assists)
also graduates. Ley will attend Drew
University in September. Rachel
Schoss (5 goals, 7 assists) will play at
Virginia Wesleyan University.

Trying to nail down just which one
of the many accomplishments this
Raider team achieved this season is
difficult, even for Ewing.

“There is not one single game or
achievement that stands out. I think it
is just impressive how good the girls
were all season long and how resilient
they were as a team through the whole
season.”
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David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENDING THEIR GOAL...Senior defenders Elias Carayannopoulos, No. 2, Eric Ellner, No. 3, and goalkeeper Ryan
Friedburg, No. 0, defend their goal during a game with Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Westfield.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNDER CONTROL...Senior midfielder Jeremy Silber, No. 10, controls the ball
during the UCT semifinal game against the Summit Hilltoppers in Clark.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER LEADER OFFENSIVELY...Junior attacker Corinne Lyght, No. 6, led the Raiders in scoring this season with 19
goals while adding 10 assists. Here Lyght battles for control with Blue Devil Sofia Carayannopoulos, No. 16.

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE AN ASSET...Blue Devil Roan Baker works the butterfly during a meet
with Bergen Catholic last February at Wallace Pool in Westfield.


