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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

TRIMMING THE TREE...The First Congregational Church of Westfield’s
Annual Advent Festival offers joy for all ages, including opportunities to make
crafts and gifts, tree trimming, caroling and cookie sharing. This year’s festival
will take place on Sunday, December 8, from 3 to 7:30 p.m. All are welcome.

FCC Advent Festival To
Offer Seasonal Activities

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church welcomes all to
attend its Annual Advent Festival on
Sunday, December 8, from 3 to 7:30
p.m. First Congregational is located
at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Craft and gift making will take place
between 3 and 5 p.m. Attendees can
select from a wide variety of crafts
and gifts to make, keep or share. All
supplies will be provided. There is a
craft-making fee of $7 per person,
with a $25 cap per family. Adults are
invited to create their very own box-
wood tree for an extra fee. Interested
persons are asked to reserve their
space at the craft table by Sunday,
December 1.

From 5 to 5:30 p.m., children of the
First Congregational Church will
present a special song they have
learned in Church School.

A Pasta and Pizza Dinner, with
Cookie Sampling for Dessert, will
be featured between 5:30 and 6:15

p.m. Participants may choose pasta
and salad or pizza for dinner. The
pasta option includes baked ziti,
green salad and garlic bread, while
those choosing pizza may pre-order
as many slices as they wish.

The cost of dinner is approxi-
mately $6 per person and includes
beverages and cookie sharing for
dessert. Each family is asked to
bring two dozen homemade Christ-
mas cookies to share for dessert,
but not peanut butter.

Caroling and tree trimming will be
held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Partici-
pants can enjoy lively caroling of
traditional favorites with Joe Regan
at the piano as the Christmas tree is
decorated.

Advance reservations for the Ad-
vent Festival are greatly appreciated.
To sign up, visit fccofwestfield.org/
advent-festival or call the church of-
fice at (908) 233-2494 for more in-
formation.

Trinity Invites Families
To Breakfast With Santa

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church will present Breakfast
With Santa on Saturday, December 7.
It will take place from 8:30 a.m. to
noon in the church’s Sherlock Hall.
Trinity Church is located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford.

Youngsters can join Santa for a
pancake-and-sausage breakfast and
have their picture taken with him.
There will be lots of fun for the
whole family. In addition to break-
fast, the festivities will include a
gift basket raffle, 50/50 tickets, a
wreaths and greens sale, face paint-
ing, the Cranford High School Mad-
rigal Singers and a children’s used
book sale. There also will be a spe-
cial jewelry sale.

“It is a great event for the whole
family. Everybody has a good time,”
said Bonnie Gentesse, Breakfast With
Santa event coordinator. “With close
to 100 beautiful gift baskets, there
will be something for everyone to bid
on,” she continued.

Breakfast is $7 per person, and
children under age 3 will be admitted
for free. Photos with Santa are $7.

Everyone is welcome. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family that
welcomes all people and strives to
“know Christ and to make him known
through faith, fellowship, and service.”

Sunday services are celebrated by
the Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s
Priest-in-Charge, at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. In addition, from Tuesday to
Friday the Daily Offices of Morning
and Evening Prayer are led by Father
Kruger in the Witherington Chapel at
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., respectively.
For more information about Trinity,
call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranfordnj.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) for area
families. TEDS is a state-licensed
facility serving children age 2½
through kindergarten. Program op-
tions include full or half days, two to
five days a week, with extended hours
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Kindergar-
ten Wrap Around. For more informa-
tion about TEDS, call (908) 276-
2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICK...Area residents are invited to Breakfast With
Santa on Saturday, December 7, between 8:30 a.m. and noon, at the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford. The event will feature fun for the whole family.
Pictured is the Filiaci family with Santa.

Tree Lighting to Be
Sunday In Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Winter Wonderland and Annual Tree
Lighting will take place this Sunday,
December 1, at 4 p.m., at the North
Avenue Train Station, featuring lots
of fun and family activities.

The Annual Tree Lighting with
Santa and Mrs. Claus will begin at
5:30 p.m. Mayor Shelley Brindle and
Santa and Mrs. Claus will officiate
the tree lighting.

The Westfield Community Band
will provide entertainment during the
festivities, while Lions Club mem-
bers also will be on hand serving hot
cider and ginger bread cookies. All
are welcome.

Temple Sholom to Present
Chanukah Lego Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom has announced that it will
host its annual Chanukah Lego Night
on Thursday, December 12, from 6
to 7:30 p.m. This event is free and
open to the public.

Participants are welcome to build
as many Lego creations as they wish,
while also enjoying dreidel games,
Chanukah music, donuts, latkes (po-
tato pancakes) and plenty of choco-
late gelt.

In Hebrew, the word “Chanukah”
means “dedication.” The holiday
commemorates the re-dedication
of the holy Temple in Jerusalem
following the Jewish victory over
the Syrian-Greeks who tried to de-
stroy the Jewish population in 165
B.C.E. Also known as the Festival
of Lights, the eight-day festival
celebrates the triumph of light over
darkness.

“While not one of the most im-
portant Jewish holidays, Chanukah
is the most anticipated – and a time
when friends, family and commu-
nity come together to celebrate,”
said Rabbi Joel Abraham of Temple
Sholom. “As Jews, we believe that
it is our duty to build a better world.
What better way than to start with
Lego?”

Space is limited for this program.
Those interested in attending are
asked to RSVP by Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, at sholomnj.org or by call-
ing (908) 889-4900.

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish congregation
led by Rabbi Abraham and Cantor
Darcie Sharlein. The temple and its
religious school are home to about
250 families from the greater Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area. The congre-
gation is located at 1925 Lake Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

A member of the Union for Re-
form Judaism, Temple Sholom re-
cently became the first synagogue
in Union County to offer a volun-
tary membership contribution
model. For more information about
the temple or joining the congrega-
tion, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
‘Gingerbread Sunday’

WESTFIELD — No sweet treat
symbolizes the winter holiday sea-
son quite like gingerbread. From
candy-covered, frosted houses and
figures to pans of spicy ginger cake
– all hold a special appeal for chil-
dren and adults alike.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will present “Gingerbread Sunday”
to celebrate this festive treat on De-
cember 8 from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Chil-
dren will make a decorative, non-
edible gingerbread house and one
additional craft to take home and will
hear “gingery” stories. Light refresh-
ments will be served. In the Frazee
Building, members of the Cooking
Committee will prepare recipes using
ginger over the open hearth.

Admission is $5 per child; accom-
panying adults may attend for free.
Advance reservations must be made
and will be accepted through Wednes-
day, December 4. To reserve a specific
time slot, call (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Emails should include a phone num-
ber.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. “Gingerbread Sunday” is

the last event of the museum’s Autumn
2019 season. The new event season,
which begins in January, will be posted
soon at millercoryhouse.com.

Garwood Library Highlights
Early December Activities

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has revealed its cal-
endar of events for the first half of
December, along with multiple on-
going activities. Additional programs
will be announced for the second
half of the month.

Knitting Club is offered on Mon-
days and Thursdays, at 10:30 a.m.,
through December 19. No registra-
tion is required. Participants learn
how to knit or show others how it is
done while enjoying fun conversa-
tion. Needles and yarn are provided
to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess is available on Mon-
days, at 3 p.m., through December
16. No registration is required, but
sessions are limited to 12 individuals.
An informal chess game for children
of all ages, this non-instructional, su-
pervised program provides six boards.

Kid’s Craft is scheduled for Tues-
day, December 10, at 3 p.m. Chil-
dren in second grade and up can
make a fun holiday craft. Registra-
tion is required and participation lim-
ited to 20 youth.

Adult craft also will be featured
on December 10, at 6 p.m., when
participants will make a holiday craft.
The session is limited to 10 indi-
viduals and registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for newborns
to age 4, meets on Wednesdays at
10:30 a.m. No registration is re-
quired. Stories, songs, bubbles and
more are included. The Pipsqueak
Players will visit on December 11.

Pipsqueak Players — Reading
Reimagined, a reading enrichment
program for 4- and 5-year-olds, will
meet on Wednesdays, at 1 p.m., on
December 4, 11 and 18. Youngsters
will enjoy fun activities and games
designed to boost their ability to
grasp sight words and sounds. Reg-
istration is required and participa-
tion limited to 10 children.

The Thursday Evening Book Club
will meet at 7 p.m. on December 5.
No registration is required. For this
month’s selection, call the library at
(908) 789-1670.

The LEGO Club will meet on Thurs-
day, December 12, at 3 p.m. Young-
sters may build whatever comes to
mind and then share their creation

with others. Some will be displayed in
the library showcase. Registration is
required by phone or in person and
will open the Monday after the last
Lego club for the month. Participation
is limited to 15 children ages 4 to 12.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue. It is open
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
library will be closed on December
24, 25 and 31 for the Christmas and
New Year holidays. For more infor-
mation and to register for programs
requiring it, call (908) 789-1670. In-
formation about the library also is
available at youseemore.com/
garwood.

Garwood Library To
Welcome St. Nick

GARWOOD — Santa Claus will
visit the Garwood Public Library on
Saturday, December 7, from 11 a.m.
to noon. Refreshments will be avail-
able. The library is located at 411
Third Avenue.

Parents and caregivers are invited
to bring their cameras for a Christmas
season photo opportunity. The first
50 children will receive a small gift
from Santa. Space is limited, and
registration is required. To register,
call (908) 789-1670.

Library Trustees Set
Meeting December 4
GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-

lic Library Board of Trustees will
meet on Wednesday, December 4, at
8 p.m. This meeting is open to the
public and will take place at the li-
brary, located at 411 Third Avenue.

Westfield Rec. Announces
Activities For Late Fall

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced that registration is open
for Late Fall Programs offered
through the department.

Adults are invited to participate in
Tai Chi on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and
Zumba & More classes on Mondays
from 7:30 to 8:20 p.m. All levels are
welcome in both of these classes.
Interested persons may stop in and
try a class for a small drop-in fee.

Various programs are available
for senior adults. Forever Fit, a class
featuring cardio, stretching and bal-
ance, will be held on Wednesdays,
December 4 to 18, from 10 to 10:45
a.m. For those who are creative, a
Holiday Pinterest workshop will run
on Friday, December 6, from 10 to
11:15 a.m. Registration is required
for both of these programs.

For Late Fall, Westfield Recre-
ation has a range of youth enrich-
ment programs. Among them are
“Mini” Sewing/Fashion Workshop;
LEGO STEM Holiday Winter Won-
derland Mini Camp, and
“Mannerations” courses on con-
secutive Fridays, including Social
Etiquette on December 4 and Din-
ing Etiquette on December 11.

A special “Mini Camp” with fun
activities for grades 1 to 5 will be
held on Monday, December 23, from

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Space is limited and
early registration is recommended.

Indoor Sports Classes with the U.S.
Sports Institute are offered for young
children. They include Parent & Me
Soccer, Parent & Me Multi Sports,
Soccer Squirts and Multi Sports
Squirts. Interested persons are en-
couraged to check out the schedule
on the U.S. Sports Institute web page,
ussportsinstitute.com.

The Safe Sitters Babysitting
Course is available for girls and
boys in grades 6 to 9. Additionally,
the recreation department is again
offering CPR/AED/First Aid Certi-
fication Training.

The winter schedule will be avail-
able to view online starting in mid-
December. Additional programs will
be featured during January, Febru-
ary and March 2020.

All programs/classes require pre-
registration. To register online, visit
h t t p s : / / s e c u r e . r e c 1 . c o m / n j /
westfield-nj. In-person registration
may be done at the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, located at 425 East
Broad Street. For more information
on recreation department programs,
visit westfieldnj.gov/recreation,
email recreation@westfieldnj.gov,
visit the department’s Facebook
page, stop by the recreation depart-
ment or call (908) 789-4080.

Library to Present
Space Trivia Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host Space
Trivia Night on Thursday, December
5, at 7 p.m. During this event, partici-
pants can test their knowledge of the
universe. Registration is required for
teams or individuals (who are wel-
come to team up if they choose).

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Garwood Tree Lighting
On Tap Saturday

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Christmas Tree Lighting will take
place this Saturday, November 30, at
5 p.m. Admission to this event is free.
The festivities will take place at 403
South Avenue, Garwood.

The Celebrations Committee in-
vites all to kick off the holiday sea-
son with Santa Claus. Free popcorn,
hot chocolate, donuts, cotton candy,
face painting, balloons and more will
be available. There also will be en-
tertainment by the Ydance Academy,
Girl Scouts and the Lincoln School
Selected Choir.

The Celebrations Committee is
supporting Toys for Tots. Attendees
are asked to consider donating a new,
unwrapped toy at the event.

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
AnniversarysDISTINGUISHED SERVICE...Long-time Mobile Meals Board President

Nancy Otchy, seated, recently was honored by the current board upon her
retirement from the organization. She served as a board member for over 20
years, and after taking the reins as president, steered the organization up until
its 50th anniversary in 2018. Pictured with her, from left to right, are: Mary
Doyle, Josephine Walsh, Linda Johnson, Kit Laudati, Doug Lynch, Fran
Lemberg, Kim Englese, Cherie Parker, Ruth Maloney and Marie Sloan. Ms.
Maloney succeeded Ms. Otchy as board president. For information about
Mobile Meals, including its services to clients, volunteering or donating, visit
mobilemealsofwestfield.org or call (908) 233-6146.


