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Westfield Rotary Presents
Golden Wrench Award

WESTFIELD — Warren Rorden,
chair  of the Rotary Club of
Westfield’s annual bicycle and sew-
ing machine collection, presented
the Golden Wrench Award to
Rotarian Aaron Fragnito at the
club’s October 29 luncheon. This
award is given to the most enthusi-
astic worker at the annual bicycle
collection. Mr. Rorden has chaired
this event continually for 23 years.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
works with a 501c3 organization
called Pedals for Progress, which
collects used bicycles and sewing
machines, then ships them to Third
World countries where they are
needed. Sewing machines create
jobs and may lift a family out of
poverty. Road bikes go to coun-
tries with paved roads; off-road
bikes go to countries without
paved roads.

Bikes do not create any air pol-
lution, do not consume fossil fu-
els, allow workers to travel far-
ther and be more productive, in-
crease the bike owner’s income,

help the country increase its Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and al-
low children to get to a school that
may be farther away. The bikes
also create jobs because now the
country needs bicycle shops to
maintain them.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
has collected 2,400 bikes and 150
sewing machines since starting this
program in 1987 with Mr. Rorden
as chair and Michael Hart as presi-
dent. This year the club collected
100 bikes and 11 sewing machines,
and received donations of $1,800.
Monetary donations are important
because it costs about $40 to ship
each item overseas. The Rotary
Committee members include
Blake Width, Dr. Bill Bonsall and
Ray Kostyack.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets on Tuesdays for lunch at
12:15 p.m. Guests are always wel-
come. For information, contact
club secretary Michael Hart at
drmhart@yahoo.com or visi t
westfieldrotary.com.

HOLIDAY WREATHS...Boy Scout Troop 77’s Annual Holiday Wreath
Fundraiser will be held on Saturday and Sunday, December 7 and 8, from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m., in the parking lot of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield. Boy Scouts will sell live, fresh Fraser fir 20-inch and 30-
inch holiday wreaths with a red velvet bow and pinecone décor plus garland roping
and grave blankets. All proceeds go to support troop activities including commu-
nity service projects and camping trips. Pictured during last year’s fundraiser,
from left to right, are: Eric Elizes, Jasper Fitzgerald-Jones and Adrian Gripp.
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– Obituaries – Van Dyke J. Pollitt, 87, Proud Veteran;
Active In Community and Politically

Van Dyke J. Pollitt of Fanwood,
N.J., passed away on Sunday, No-
vember 10, 2019, at age 87. Dyke is
survived by his wife of 66 years,
Marcena O’Brien Pollitt; his son,
Norman Pollitt, and his wife, Carol
Pollitt, of Scotch Plains, and his
daughter, Marcy Pollitt, and her hus-
band, Fred Hirsch, of
Saugerties, N.Y.

Dyke was born on July
2, 1932 in Allentown,
Pa., to L. Irving Pollitt
and Louise Hopper
Pollitt. He graduated
from Asbury Park High
School in 1950 and went
on to the University of
Delaware, graduating in
1954 as an ROTC of-
ficer. Dyke joined the
82nd Airborne and was
honorably discharged as
a 1st Lieutenant. Dyke
was proud to have
jumped 41 times and told stories of
this throughout his life.

He worked for 31 years in sales
and public relations for Wallace and
Tiernan in Belleville, N.J., where
he was described as “Person
Extraordinaire; he was without a
doubt the finest speaker, who all
listened to with rapt enthusiasm.”

He went on to form his own public
relations company, Creative Ink. Over
the course of 50 years, Dyke was a
force in the New Jersey political
world. He ran over 324 campaigns,
winning all but four. He ran his last
campaign, winning by a 3-1 margin,
on November 5.

Dyke’s passion for politics began
after his first son died of leukemia
at 9 years old in 1964. He poured
his grief into creating fundraisers
and becoming involved in the com-
munity affairs of Fanwood. He was
on the board of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA when they raised the
original building on Martine Av-
enue. He helped organize the resto-
ration of the Fanwood Train Sta-
tion. He served as president of the
Jaycees as well as serving for nine
years on the Fanwood Borough
Council. Upon leaving the council,
the president praised Dyke, saying,
“He could well be the best-versed
politician in New Jersey.”

The love of his life was his family.
He was the fifth of seven children
growing up in Interlaken, N.J. He

was committed to each of his sib-
lings throughout his life. He was last
of the seven to pass. They are all
waiting for their gregarious brother.
His eldest brother wrote a letter to
him upon his college graduation. He
said of Dyke, “You have a beautiful
mind and are as individualistic as

anyone can get, your
mind works so quickly
and sees so much, your
success potential is ter-
rific.”

This remained true
for his life. He was tre-
mendously successful
in being a “King
Maker”; he worked be-
hind the scenes mak-
ing the world of those
he supported rich with
his wit, generosity and
creativity.

All who were close
to Dyke know of his

love for the family cabin in Maine.
Fifty-six years of memories have
been woven into the fabric of family
and friends who have all enjoyed the
gifts that Damariscotta Lake have
brought into their lives. This will be
his lasting legacy as the property has
grown and will be enjoyed for gen-
erations to come.

Dyke spent his later years loving
and supporting his four grandchildren,
Alena Pollitt Weeks, Connor Pollitt,
Brianna Hirsch-Pollitt and Adrian
Hirsch-Pollitt. He watched over them
with his whole heart, facilitating their
dreams and passions with his encour-
agement and support. He has taught us
all to love family with fierce pride and
commitment. He made us all Kings
and Queens in our lives with his unwa-
vering faith in our potential. He will be
deeply missed by all those whose lives
he touched with his magnanimous
spirit. His love-filled smile will al-
ways shine in our hearts.

The memorial service to celebrate
his life will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 30, at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church, 74 South Martine Av-
enue, Fanwood, N.J. The service will
be at 11 a.m., with a reception follow-
ing in the dining room of the church.

In lieu of flowers, the family would
appreciate you to consider a donation
of your choice to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation or the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA in his name.
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Wednesday Morning Club
To Enjoy Holiday Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club plans to celebrate the
holiday season with a variety of fes-
tive activities.

Members will gather on Wednes-
day, December 4, for their luncheon. It
will be held at Sonny G’s restaurant,
located at 2 South Avenue, Cranford.
Parking is available in the lot down the
block from the restaurant.

The Madrigal Singers, a choral
group of young men and women from
Cranford High School, will provide
entertainment at the luncheon. They
perform classic holiday songs with-

out instrumental accompaniment. The
luncheon will begin at 12:30 p.m. and
the cost is $27. To make a reserva-
tion, call Jane Reilly.

The club’s Holiday Party will be
held on Monday, December 9, at 12:30
p.m. It will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, Room 204, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue. All mem-
bers of the club are invited to attend.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to share enjoyable recollections
of past holidays and their favorite sto-
ries of the season. Everyone is asked to
bring a sandwich to share and a sweet
they might wish to contribute. Coffee
and tea will be provided.

On Tuesday, December 17, the Arts
and Crafts Department plans to at-
tend a Holiday Afternoon Tea be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m. at Liberty Hall
Museum. The museum is located at
1003 Morris Avenue, Union. Depart-
ment Chairperson Joan Davis has
announced that all seats have been
booked and the members are looking
forward to a lovely afternoon.

Members are reminded that the club
is collecting non-perishable food
items at its meetings. These items will
be donated to the food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by email
at sandij301@gmail.com.
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Van Dyke J. Pollitt

Judith Lynn Lauster
Judith Lynn Lauster, of Concord,

N.H., passed away peacefully in her
sleep on Friday, No-
vember 15, 2019.

Mrs. Lauster was
born on March 1, 1942
in Rockville Centre,
N.Y. She is survived by
her son, R. Todd
Lauster, and his wife,
Amanda, of Spring-
field, N.H.; her daugh-
ter, Karen Lauster
Berniker, and her hus-
band, Mark, of San
Francisco, Calif., and
two grandchildren,
Robert Lauster and Courtney
Lauster, of Springfield, N.H.

She graduated from Colby Saw-
yer Junior College in 1962. She mar-
ried Robert John Lauster of Queens,
N.Y., on June 6, 1964. They lived on
Long Island and in Westfield, N.J.

Judy was a wonderful homemaker
and loving, dedicated mother.

Judy and Bob re-
tired to the New Lon-
don, N.H. area in
2003, where they
spent many family va-
cations. An avid fol-
lower of current
events and HGTV,
Judy loved cooking
and interior decorat-
ing, but mostly she
loved spending time
with her family. She
was well known for
cheering her children

and grandchildren from the sidelines
at sporting and cultural events.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation to the Foundation Fighting
Blindness, P.O. Box 17279, Balti-
more, MD 21298.
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Judith Lynn Lauster

Westfield Library to Present
Three Creative Programs

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will offer three cre-
ative and holiday-oriented programs
during early December. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Accomplished artist Joy Cabanos
will lead a fun beginners workshop on
origami, the ancient Japanese art of
paper folding, on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4, at 10 a.m., during which partici-
pants will celebrate the holidays by
making hand-folded origami stars.

“This is a wonderful way to enjoy
handcrafting ornaments for your
home, and give yourself the wonder-
ful gift of living your creativity in a
festive and meaningful way,” said
Ms. Cabanos. This program is cur-
rently open to both Westfield resi-
dent cardholders and MURAL
cardholders, space permitting.

“Make a Holiday Candle from a
Book” will be taught on Tuesday,
December 10, at 1 p.m., by librarian
Marge Barkan. She will show work-
shop members how to recycle books
into a creative candle for the holidays
or home décor.

Ms. Barkan will teach participants
how to fold the pages of a book and
turn it into a candle with an actual
tea light (battery operated). All ma-
terials will be provided and partici-
pants can choose from various deco-
rative accents to complete the candle
design. Due to the hands-on nature
of this class, registration currently is
limited to Westfield resident
cardholders only. Beginning Tues-
day, December 3, MURAL patrons
also may register, space permitting.

On Wednesday, December 11, Joy
Cabanos will offer a second class,
“Watercolor Basics for Beginners,”
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. “Watercolors
can be easy, fun and very expres-
sive,” Ms. Cabanos wrote in her de-
scription of the class. Participants
will learn wet-on-wet watercolor tech-

nique to create a bright and festive
holiday floral painting, while experi-
menting with basic technique and
special effects.

Participants may bring their own
paints, brushes, paper, water contain-
ers and backing boards if they have
them. If not, these materials will be
provided. This program is currently
open to Westfield resident cardholders
only. After Wednesday, December 4,
MURAL cardholders also may sign
up, space permitting.

MURAL cardholders belong to the
40-plus libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. Interested persons are
encouraged to check the Westfield
Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org,
to see if their library is a MURAL
participant.

To register for these programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

HOLIDAY CRAFT...Librarian Marge
Barkan will present “Make a Holiday
Candle from a Book” on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, at 1 p.m., at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

DEDICATED ROTARIAN...The Rotary Club of Westfield presents the Golden
Wrench Award to Aaron Fragnito. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dr. Bill
Bonsall, Rotary Club President Liz Ensslin, Blake Width, Esq., last year’s
winner; Mr. Fragnito, holding the Golden Wrench; Event Chair Warren
Rorden and Ray Kostyack. Dr. Bonsall and Mr. Kostyack are on the Rotary
Bike Collections Committee.

Holiday Events to Be Held
On Friday In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced day-long holiday festivities
for Friday, November 29, at North
Union and Springfield Avenues. Hot
chocolate will be provided by the
Cranford Jaycees throughout the fes-
tivities. These events are sponsored
by Lightbridge Academy.

The morning events are as follows
— 11 a.m., Daisies Tree Decorating;

11:30 a.m., Brownies Tree Decorat-
ing; noon, Junior and Senior Cadettes
Tree Decorating; 1 p.m., tree will be
ready for display.

Evening events are as follows — 4
to 5 p.m., Celebration Singers, Shin-
ing Stars; 5 to 6 p.m., Cranford High
School Madrigal and Brass Ensemble;
6 p.m. — Santa arrives to light the
Christmas Tree; 6 p.m. to last child,
photos with Santa.

VISIT WITH VETERANS...Members of the Westfield Chapter of The Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution (DAR) served desserts to the veterans at the
American Legion Hall on Veterans Day, November 11. This has become an
annual DAR tradition on Veterans Day after the observance ceremony and
luncheon at the American Legion. Pictured, from left to right, are: Gayle
Lechner (DAR), Lorene Knierim (DAR), Mayor Shelley Brindle, veteran Bob
D’Arecca and Pat Colbert (DAR).


