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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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www.goleader.com

Opining For President Trump’s
Conduct Inducing Impeachment

What Have We Come To? The Way
Impeachment Is Being Conducted

Senator Booker, Late Show with Seth
Meyers, July 21,2019, “My testosterone
sometimes makes me want to feel like
punching him (President Trump).” 18
United States Code, Section 871 (a),
“Whoever knowingly and willingly threat-
ens to inflict bodily harm upon the Presi-
dent shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than five years, or
both.”

The impeachment inquiry is unjusti-
fied. Under the Best Evidence Rule the
White House official transcript of the
telephone call between President Trump
and President Zelensky is the best evi-
dence of what they had said. Under Fed-
eral Rule of Evidence 1003 there is no
“genuine question raised about (the
transcript’s) authenticity.”

President Trump is being denied pro-
cedural due process.

Nearly all the testimony is inadmis-
sible under Federal Rules of Evidence
805 because none of the exceptions to the
hearsay rule listed in Rules 803 and 804
(b) apply!

Chairman Schiff is not impartial. “We
will send that charlatan in the White
House back to the golden throne he came
from....” 28 United States Code 455, “Any
justice, judge, or magistrate judge of the
United States shall disqualify himself in
any proceeding in which his impartiality
might reasonably be questioned.”

President Trump is not being accorded
the presumption of innocence. Represen-
tative Malinowski, ‘...this is the rare con-
gressional investigation where most of
the facts are in before we start.”

The inquiry is partisan. Representative
Al Green, “We have to impeach him
otherwise he’s going to win the election.”
Charles Pinckney warned the Constitu-
tional Convention that Congress might
use impeachment as “a rod over the Ex-
ecutive and by that means effectively
destroy his independence.”

The inquiry arrogates the exclusive
power of the President in Article II, Sec-
tion 2(2) of the Constitution to make and
conduct foreign policy, including the right
to fire diplomats at will and the right to
criticize them in public. Then Secretary
of State Thomas Jefferson, “The transac-
tion of business with foreign nations is
executive altogether. It belongs, then, to
the head of that department, except as to
such portions of it as are specially sub-
mitted to the Senate. Exceptions are to be
strictly construed.” Foreign Service In-
stitute, “A U.S. ambassador...serves as
the personal representative of the Presi-
dent of the United States.” Diplomats are
not representing the President when they
express they express their personal opin-
ion in public. That would be insubordina-
tion.

The inquiry endangers diplomacy.
“Leuven Center for Global Governance
Studies, “Secrecy and confidentiality are

an integral part of diplomatic
relations...The preservation of a culture
of secrecy is considered necessary to en-
able diplomats to earn the trust of diplo-
matic partners...on matters of diplomacy,
the obligations of executives to justify
their decisions and implementation to
parliaments seem less demanding than
for other policies....”

The inquiry distracts the public from
important problems facing the country
and hinders the duty of Congress under
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution ‘to
provide for the common defense and the
general welfare.”

No court of law is conducted the way
the impeachment hearing is being con-
ducted. A motorist with a parking ticket
has more rights than are accorded the
President of the United States of
America!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

A recent letter to the editor poses ques-
tions about the constitutional propriety of
the ongoing impeachment. He opines that
“the ability of the President to conduct
foreign policy” is at stake.

No one is questioning the ability of the
President to conduct foreign policy.
Rather, the issue is the suborning of for-
eign policy goals through the injection of
calculations of personal political gain
into the affairs of state.

Article Two, Section Four of the United
States Constitution provides that: “The
President, Vice-President and all civil
Officers of the United States, shall be
removed from Office on Impeachment
for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery,
or other High crimes and Misdemean-
ors.”

The Founders’ conception of bribery
was derived from English law, under
which bribery was understood as an
officeholder’s abuse of the power of an

office to obtain a private benefit rather
than for the public interest.

This definition not only encompasses
President Trump’s conduct — it practi-
cally defines it. The President stands ac-
cused of conditioning official acts – A
White House meeting desperately wanted
by the President of a small country, an
ally, at war with Russia; and the release of
Congressionally approved military aid to
that country – for something of personal
value – dirt on a potential rival in the
2020 Presidential election.

The behavior of the President and his
subordinates left Congress with no choice
but to conduct a proper investigation to
determine whether articles of impeach-
ment should be brought forward for de-
bate, and vote, in the way the Constitu-
tion provides.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

WHS Social Studies Of
Minority Experience
We encourage the Westfield Board

of Education to approve the new elec-
tive history course for the high school
that studies the minority experience
within the scope of American history.
Examining historical and contempo-
rary issues pertaining to racial and
ethnic minorities through the perspec-
tive or viewpoint of those minorities
is an excellent step towards the schol-
arly approach that will be expected of
our students in their college history
classes. We fully endorse this pro-
posed course -- Power, Privilege and
Imbalance in American Society -- and
applaud the forward-thinking ap-
proach of the WHS Social Studies
Department that worked to create it.

Elizabeth Wolf, President
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Associa-

tion of Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Micropterous – Short-winged or

short-finned
2. Dagoba – Buddhist monumental

structure containing the relics of Buddha
3. Superalimentation – Excess eating
4. Atheroma – An encysted tumor,

containing cheesy matter

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BROSE
1. Very bright green shade
2. A thick porridge made by mixing

boiling water or liquid with meal
3. Speaking rapidly
4. Drawn up so that it does not touch

the ground; elevated
INDABA

1. Cannibalism
2. In South Africa, an outsider; a for-

eigner
3. Oiled leather, worn by lumbermen

and trappers
4. A conference among South Ameri-

can tribes
DERMESTES

1. Thick skinned; obese
2. Ringworm
3. The first Greek warrior to be slain at

the seige of Troy
4. A genus of insects whose larvae

devour dead bodies
ZEL

1. A kind of Oriental cymbal
2. In Hinduism, animate beings
3. An instrument for trimming roofing

slates
4. South American freshwater electric

eel

Ring In the Holiday Season By
Supporting Our Local Merchants

Bills Aimed at Independent Employees
Is Another NJ State Money Grab

Well, it’s official...the winter holiday season is upon us.
Our barely-digested Thanksgiving turkey is about to give
way to another time-honored tradition across America:
Black Friday. Hang on to your Santa hats, everybody —
this whirlwind season is about to gain some serious mo-
mentum.

For those of you keeping count, there are now 26
shopping days left until Christmas Day, and 23 days before
Hanukkah begins at sundown on Sunday, December 22.

While the air is always filled with anticipation and glee
this time of year, many of us also find ourselves navigating
a dizzying array of retail establishments and websites in
search of those perfect gifts. Malls house a wide range of
stores under one roof — not to mention that obligatory visit
with St. Nick — but good luck finding a parking space!

Of course online shopping has its advantages — no
venturing out into the cold, standing in long lines or
dealing with parking hassles. However, as we customar-
ily remind our readers in conjunction with Black Friday,
there is another alternative to sprawling crowded retail
outlets: your local downtown.

The business districts of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford, Garwood and Summit
each feature an array of establishments where shoppers
will likely find gifts for everyone on their list — grownups,
kids, their office grab bag.

These merchants, many of whom have been a fixture in
their community for generations, offer a potpourri of
wares. Merchandise to be found runs the gamut from
clothing, shoes and accessories, to jewelry and cosmetics,

to home décor and cooking items. Other downtown shops
contain edible delights, wine and spirits, stationery, spe-
cialty items and pet products, among so much more.

Nestled among them are various restaurants, coffee
shops, ice cream parlors and bakeries in which to relax
and enjoy some refreshments, along with salons, spas and
other service providers eager to help you look and feel
your very best in time for the holidays.

We also wish to spotlight our area thrift and consignment
shops, where sales benefit local charities, and which are
operated by volunteers. Among them are the Westfield
Service League Thrift and Consignment Shops, both lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street, Westfield; the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Service League Thrift Shop, 1741 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains; The Hope Chest, 26 Prospect Street,
Westfield, which benefits the Center for Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care; the Jumble Store, operated by the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, 110 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, and Best Friend Thrift Shop, 1750 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, which supports homeless pets.

We encourage all our local holiday shoppers to make
at least some of their purchases at these shops, which
promote the true meaning of the holidays all year long
through their efforts on behalf of the less fortunate
among us.

Our downtowns are truly the backbone of our commu-
nities, and we urge everyone to give back by patronizing
these local merchants, not just during the holidays but
throughout the year. We wish all our readers a happy,
healthy and prosperous holiday season.

Legislation in Trenton aimed at employers who Gover-
nor Phil Murphy claims are using independent contractors
instead of classifying them as employees actually is hav-
ing the reverse effect that could end up costing thousands
of employees their jobs, from delivery drivers to home
health aides to freelance journalists and photographers.

Last week, the Assembly Labor Committee approved a
package of bills it claims in a press release, “address the
unlawful practice of improperly classifying workers as
independent contractors, rather than as employees.” The
bills are a product of Mr. Murphy’s Task Force on Em-
ployee Misclassification. The committee claims that, “the
failure to properly classify construction employees re-
sulted in state income taxes not being paid for up to $11
million in off-the-books employment and nearly $9 mil-
lion from employment of misclassified workers.”

The fallout locally has been swift, with Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, the Republi-
can minority leaders in the Statehouse, fielding loads of
calls from folks who depend on income from these profes-
sions.

“My phone has been ringing off the hook with calls from
people who are genuinely afraid of losing their livelihoods
and their companies as a result of this proposed change to
how independent contractors are treated under New Jer-
sey law,” Mr. Kean said.

“These are moms and dads looking to better their
income or simply earn enough to afford the high taxes
Democrats force them to pay. This one-size-fits-all policy
is bad for the New Jersey economy,” added Mr. Bramnick.

The Governor and his task force accuse employers of

skirting income taxes and other employee benefits such as
Social Security payments by using 1099s for independent
contractors rather than W2 for employees.

The problem is independent contractors, such as the
bulk of reporters and photographers for this newspaper,
are not hourly employees. They are paid per assignment.
Many magazines use freelance professionals. Many of
our staff over the years have been stay-at-home moms or
those with daytime jobs in different fields who are paid to
cover everything from an evening town meeting to a high-
school football game or weekend play. They like being
able to use their creativity while being able to take
assignments when they are available.

Why is this any business of the state to dictate how a
person earns a living? And why have they decided to ram
this through during the Legislature’s lame-duck session?
But wait. We know the answer to that: It’s another money
grab from a Governor who loves to spend other people’s
money. The thing is that in his effort to get millions of
dollars in taxes from large companies like Uber and Lyft,
he is hurting New Jersey journalists, child-care workers,
truckers, landscapers and hairdressers.

“This bill isn’t about just Uber and Lyft,” Laurie
Ehlbeck, New Jersey State director for the National
Federation of Independent Business, told The Washing-
ton Examiner. “This dangerous legislation ties the hands
of every aspiring entrepreneur in the state who owns their
own company, including subcontractors with employees
who sell their services to another business.”

We urge everyone to call their lawmakers and urge them
to oppose this Trenton money grab.

ENJOYING SWEET VICTORY...Westfield resident Bob Cozzolina and his
grandson Jake watched the Jets thrash the Oakland Raiders on November 24.

Masons Charity Night
Atlas-Pythagoras Lodge 10 Free and

Accepted Masons, which meets at 1011
Central Avenue, Westfield, had two meet-
ings, the first was the annual charity night.
On charity night we donate to various
worthy groups in our community. We
donated to eight groups this year:

The Masonic Services Association,
which supports Veterans in the three NJ
State Veterans homes and both VA Vet-
erans homes. Tree of Hope, which the
sheriff of Union County runs, which col-
lects toys for needy children in Union
County. Keystone Community Living,
which helps people with developmental
disabilities to lead fulfilling lives and
runs a group home in South Plainfield.

Bonds of Courage, which supports
veterans and the 1st Squadron, 102nd
Cavalry from the Westfield Armory.
Union County Meals on Wheels, which
provides meals to the housebound or
those who cannot cook themselves. Ev-
ery 15 Minutes from David Brearley High
School in Kenilworth, which teaches jun-
iors and seniors about the consequences
of drinking and driving. The Children’s
Dyslexia Center, Scotch Plains, which
uses the Orton-Gillingham curriculum to
help children with dyslexia read and flour-
ish. Lastly, The George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial, a museum which is used
to tell the world about George Washing-
ton, a Mason, General of the Armies and
our First President.

The second meeting was a Veterans
Day tribute to the veterans of all Armed
Forces. Atlas-Pythagoras Lodge 10 meets
the first and third Fridays every month
except during the summer.
www.atlaspythagoras.com/

Christopher Sands
Cranford


