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County Buys 112 Park Dr.
Next to Nomahegan Park

Bill to Eliminate Driver’s
License Suspensions for

Some Crimes OK’d by Panel
TRENTON – A bill that would elimi-

nate mandatory driver’s license sus-
pensions as a penalty for various crimes
and offenses that are in no way related
to safely operating a motor vehicle
was approved last Thursday by the
Assembly Appropriations Committee.
The legislation is sponsored by As-
semblyman James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway) and two other lawmakers.

“Driver’s licenses should not be
suspended for an offense unrelated to
the ability to safely operate a motor
vehicle,” Mr. Kennedy said. “We’ve
seen too many people get caught up in
the vicious cycle of not being able to
get a license because they can’t pay

fines, but they can’t get to and from
work to earn money to pay the fines if
they can’t get a license.”

A state Supreme Court committee
recently studied the issue of license
suspension for failure to pay fines and
produced a report that concluded mu-
nicipal courts’ excessive use of license
suspensions and bench warrants to
collect money, “never-ending” fines
that impact poor residents the most,
and discretionary penalties doled out
for contempt of court with little over-
sight leaves the public with the per-
ception that municipal ticketing has
far more to do with generating revenue
than making sure justice is served.

The court would still have discre-
tion in child support-related warrants
and retains the authority to suspend a
driver’s license if, after notice and a
hearing, the court finds the suspen-
sion is warranted.

The bill, A-5191, would eliminate
a driver’s license suspension as a
penalty for convictions of the follow-
ing crimes and offenses: underage
possession or consumption of alco-
holic beverages on public or private
property and underage purchase of
alcoholic beverages (six months);
certain disorderly persons or petty
disorderly persons offenses for con-
trolled dangerous substance violations
for which the defendant was placed
on supervisory treatment (six months
to two years unless compelling cir-
cumstances warrant an exception);
crimes for which certain fines, as-
sessments, or restitution are imposed
and the defendant is in default with-
out good cause (suspension until past
payments are made); underage gam-
bling (six months); illegal disposal of
solid waste or illegal use of a solid
waste vehicle to transport fresh food
(six months to one year); failure to
pay motor vehicle violation sur-
charges (suspension until 5 percent
of the outstanding surcharges is paid
or an installment payment plan is
established); illegal possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle (two years);

Abandoning a motor vehicle on a
highway (two to five years); failure to
respond to a failure to appear notice
or failure to pay a parking judgment
(suspension until payment is satis-
fied); failure to appear in municipal
court (suspension until matter is ad-
judicated) or failure to satisfy a con-
dition of the sentence, such as pay an
assessed fine or perform community
service (suspension until condition is
satisfied); initiating a false public
alarm committed by a juvenile (six
months); and failure of an indigent
defendant to comply with terms of an
installment payment plan for a mo-
tor-vehicle traffic violation or park-
ing offense.

The bill will now head to the
Assembly Speaker for further re-
view.

COUNTY – Union County offi-
cially closed on the acquisition of
112 Park Drive in Cranford on Fri-
day morning. The property consists
of an “elbow” of land and a street
that protrude into Nomahegan Park.
It is currently occupied by an aban-
doned house. Now under county
ownership, the house and its accom-
panying section of street will be re-
moved.

The .59-acre parcel was purchased
with $515,000 from the Union County
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund.

“Adding land for public recreation
is a rare achievement in our densely
developed area,” said Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cranford
resident. “This small but significant
parcel will improve a popular walk-
ing trail and add more than a half-acre
to the natural habitat in the park,
while removing a neighborhood eye-
sore.”

“Completing the trail will make a
significant difference to Union
County residents and visitors, and it
is a great benefit for participants in
organized walk-run events that take
place in the park.

“This purchase provides a won-
derful example of the impact that
the Trust Fund has on the Union
County community, as we strive to
create more recreation opportuni-
ties for the public and preserve our
natural heritage for future genera-
tions,” said Freeholder Sergio
Granados, who is chairman of the
Trust Fund.

“Recreational space has been a pri-
ority of the Cranford Township Com-
mittee. We greatly appreciate the ef-
forts of Freeholder Chair Kowalski,
Open Space Chair Freeholder
Granados, and the Union County Free-
holders to acquire this property and
expand recreational space at

Nomahegan Park. We look forward
to much needed beautification of the
property,” said Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin.

The Nomahegan trail is a paved
pathway that meanders through the
park. At the southern end it is inter-
rupted by Park Drive, which curves
around the abandoned house. Trail
users – including walkers, joggers,
skaters, and cyclists of all ages – must
enter the street to continue on to the
other end of the trail.

The house at 112 Park Drive was
vacated in 2007. Union County ex-
pressed interest in purchasing the
property as early as 2010. Periodic
negotiations with the owners contin-
ued until last summer, when an agree-
ment was reached.

Nomahegan Park hosts athletic
fields, a lake where fishing is per-
mitted, fitness equipment and a
playground, as well as paved path-
ways and forested areas. The
Rahway River also runs through
the park.

Union County was one the first
counties in the U.S. to establish a
county-owned system of public
parks. Union County’s park system
began construction in the 1920’s,
after local preservationists became
concerned over rapid development
in the area.

The Union County park system has
grown to include 36 parks totaling
more than 6,700 acres.

2 Categories Proposed
For Driver’s Licenses
TRENTON – Assemblywoman

Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth)
released the following statement on
Monday regarding her bill, A-4743,
which creates two categories of
driver’s licenses and identification
cards, allows residents unable to prove
lawful presence in U.S. to receive
permits, and standard driver’s licenses
or identification cards:

 “I am pleased to announce that the
Assembly Judiciary Committee has
scheduled a hearing for December 9,
2019 at which time the panel will con-
sider my legislation to allow all eligible
residents in New Jersey to obtain a
driver’s license. We have worked ex-
haustively to draft a fair, comprehen-
sive and responsible bill. I thank all of
the advocates and stakeholders that have
helped craft this legislation and I look
forward to hearing from all interested
parties on December 9.”

Assembly Passes Bill to
Restore Voting Rights
To Persons on Parole
TRENTON – A bill restoring vot-

ing rights to individuals on parole or
probation was passed 46-23-1 by the
full State Assembly on Monday.

The bill, A-5823, would remove
the prohibition on voting by persons
on parole and/or probation convicted
for an indictable offense under any
federal or state laws, which in New
Jersey are offenses for crimes of the
fourth through first degree.

The bill also repeals statutory pro-
visions that permit a person to chal-
lenge a voter’s right to vote in an
election on grounds that the voter is
disenfranchised due to a criminal con-
viction; require the commissioner of
registration in each county to com-
pare voter registration records with
criminal conviction records to pre-
vent disenfranchised persons from
voting and registering to vote and
criminalize the act of voting while
disenfranchised.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACQUIRED BY COUNTY...This property at 112 Park Drive in Cranford is to be
purchased by the County of Union and will be used as part of Nomahegan Park,
a county park. The home has sat vacant for more than a decade and is located at
the end of one side of the park leading to a path in the neighboring woods.
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Westfield Holds Forum on
School Safety at Edison

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mass school vio-
lence is not a new phenomenon, the
deadliest such event occurring in 1927
in Bath, Mich.; however, in the wake
of Columbine, Parkland and
Newtown, and with an armed man
arrested in June in the parking lot of
Tamaques Elementary School, school
safety remains a top priority for many
in Westfield.

“School security is everyone’s re-
sponsibility,” said Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., at a school
safety forum last week at Edison
Intermediate School. It was an idea
echoed by all safety presenters.
Westfield Police Chief Christopher
Battiloro said that the relationship
between the Westfield Police and
the school district is “unprecedented
in presence and cooperation” in the
wake of the “eye-opening” incident
at Tamaques last June. Police offic-
ers perform two unannounced sweeps
at each district school, every day.
These sweeps cover every floor of
the school and the grounds and often
take an hour to complete. As such,
the police officers are becoming a
fixture at the local schools, often
participating in school events while
there.

This is in addition to the new secu-
rity measures such as 24-hour ad-
vance appointments, outdoor drop-
off bins, and updated staff training
the district has put in place, as previ-
ously reported in The Westfield
Leader.

Jeff Gale and Tom Gambino from
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Office of School Pre-
paredness and Emergency Planning
presented facts during the Novem-
ber 20 forum about perpetrators,
emergency response and preven-
tion of school violence. A school
shooting is characterized as any
time a gun goes off on school
grounds and there is a person in-
jured as a result.

According to Mr. Gale’s presen-
tation, 68 percent of school
shootings are carried out with a le-
gal gun the shooter has taken from a
family member. He also said 99
percent of shootings involve a single
shooter and 96 percent of shooters
are male.

Both school-safety experts said
drills are important preparation for
responding to emergencies.

“New Jersey has the most progres-
sive drill law in the country,” said Mr.

Gale, requiring one fire and one safety
drill per month. Drills are not just for
students. Law enforcement also runs
active-shooter trainings to enhance
their response. Chief Battiloro said
the Westfield Police Department re-
cently ran an active-shooter training
at McKinley Elementary School over
the fall break, even using non-lethal
ammunition to create as real an envi-
ronment as possible.

Security is all about layers, said
Mr. Gale. One very important layer
is to keep visitors to a minimum,
and employing an appointment
policy, like the one Westfield has, is
key.

Other possible layers of security,
which were previously examined by
the Westfield Board of Education
and decided against at this time;
School Resource Officers (SROs),
Visitor Management Systems and
double entry vestibules also were
discussed. Each layer has its merit,
said Mr. Gale, but they can be costly
and towns are constrained by their
budgets.

Chief Battiloro said that he is try-
ing to “strike the balance” between
those in town who feel very strongly
about having SROs in the schools
versus those who do not. Superinten-
dent Dolan added, “it is our job to
listen to the recommendations from
various safety experts and sift through
them to find the right balance for the
school district.”

Both Mr. Gale and Chief Battiloro
said that responses cannot solely be
reactionary. Threat assessment is a
large part of police training, but law
enforcement cannot be solely re-
sponsible for this. Ninety-one per-
cent of the time a shooter has talked
about this with someone, according
to Mr. Gambino. Attackers want no-
toriety, said Mr. Gale, and will leave
“legacy tokens” — messages on
social media. These also should be
reported to authorities as soon as
possible.

Mr. Gambino added, “If you see
odd behaviors, tell the police. It
might be the missing piece of the
puzzle.”


