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Hunt. Central Jars Raiders for Soccer Group 4 Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Only two teams were worthy
enough to make it to the Group 4
girls soccer championship game
held at Kean University in Union
on November 16 but in the end,
only one team would be able to
take home the title. The
Hunterdon Central Lady Red Dev-

ils, coming into the showdown
ranked No. 4, seemed to be one
step ahead of sixth-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood the majority of
the game and the result was a 4-
0 shutout and the right to bring
the trophy back to Flemington.

In order to reach the Group 4
finals, the 21-1-1 Red Devils won
the Central Jersey, Group 4 title

with a 2-1 win over Freehold
Township then stunned Eastern,
then ranked No. 1 in the nation,
1-0, in the Group 4 semifinals.
The 18-3-2 Raiders also had a
tough road to travel by knocking
off the defending champion
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 2-
0, for the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 title then by toppling
No. 2 Montclair, 1-0 in the Group
4 semifinal.

But this day belonged to the
Red Devils as they got a step

ahead in the midfield, which
translated to pressure on the
Raiders’ defense led by senior
co-captain Gabby Aloe and se-
nior goalkeeper Maya Kessler,
who did manage to make several
key stops.

“We kept fighting. After leav-
ing counties, we didn’t give up
and we said that we could go as
far as we could to win the state
championship. We fought every
single game. Last game we were
down with 10 minutes left and
we knew we could come back if
we would just work together. We
know Hunterdon Central has

great individual players but we
think as a group as a unit, we
definitely work very hard, we
and know each other and play
very well together. But Hunterdon
Central got the best of us today,”
Aloe said.

But with 30:29 left in the first
half, senior forward Corinna Zullo,
who was near the right corner,
crossed a great shot into the box
where junior forward Lilly Gemma
drilled the ball past Kessler for a
1-0 lead.

The Raiders did, however, have
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