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American Repertory Ballet’s
2019 Nutcracker Season

AREA — Ring in the holiday sea-
son with American Repertory Ballet’s
(ARB) annual production of Nut-
cracker. With 15 performances
throughout New Jersey, including
Rahway, Princeton, Asbury Park, New
Brunswick, and Trenton, this festive
family-friendly ballet is guaranteed
to make your holiday spirits soar!

The season opens on Saturday, No-
vember 23, at Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway at 7:
30 p.m. On Sunday, November 24, at
1 p.m., ARB will present an abridged,
one-hour sensory friendly perfor-
mances for children and adults with
special needs.

“ARB’s Nutcracker is a timeless
family tradition and a wonderful way
to celebrate the magic of the season,”
said Executive Director Julie Diana
Hench. “It’s a great introduction for all
ages to professional ballet, and a treat
for our dancers, knowing that it brings
such joy to audiences year after year.”

For the first time in his new role as
ARB’s newly-appointed Ballet Mas-
ter (and retired Principal Dancer with
the Pennsylvania Ballet), Ian Hussey,
will portray the mysterious and magi-

cal Uncle Drosselmeyer. Following a
distinguished 15-year professional ca-
reer, Mr. Hussey retired in May 2019
from the Pennsylvania Ballet.

Back by popular demand, ARB
welcomes special guest New York
City Ballet Soloist Unity Phelan back
to the iconic role of the Sugar Plum
Fairy for two performances at
Princeton’s McCarter Theatre Center
on Friday, November 29, at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. Born in Princeton, Ms.
Phelan began her dance training at
the age of five at the Princeton Ballet
School. Ms. Phelan has been called
by The New York Times, “The most
elegantly and glamorously poetic of
the younger generation.” She will be
accompanied by New York City
Ballet’s Adrian Danchig-Waring,
whose commanding talent has earned
him the rank of principal dancer.

For five performances from De-
cember 13 through 15: ARB’s Nut-
cracker features a live orchestra and
the soaring voices of Princeton
Girlchoir at State Theatre New Jersey
in New Brunswick.

This holiday season, ARB adds a
new venue to its Nutcracker tour with

two performances at the legendary
Paramount Theatre in Asbury Park
on Saturday, December 7, at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.

ARB wraps up its Nutcracker sea-
son with a final performance at the
Patriots Theatre at the War Memorial
in Trenton on December 21, at 2 p.m.

With Tchaikovsky’s magnificent
score, stunning sets, thrilling chore-
ography, and a cast of more than 100
performers, ARB’s Nutcracker has
been a holiday tradition for over 50
years. Joining ARB’s professional
company will be students from
Princeton Ballet School to tell the
story of a young girl named Clara and
how a mysterious gift from her Uncle
Drosselmeyer brings about enchanted
dreams and fantastical scenes.

This joyous classic will leave you
with cherished memories for years to
come. Audience members will have
the opportunity to have a photo taken
with characters from the ballet, and
visit ARB’s Nutcracker Boutique
filled with unique gift.

For a complete performance sched-
ule, please visit arballet.org or call
(732) 249-1254, ext. 23.

Garry Pastore Shines Light on
Opioid Crisis in New Film

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — “Despair often breeds
disease,” it’s a heavy quote from
Sophocles that starts off a new film
screened last week in the township.
The opioid crisis America is facing
today is the disease in which Director
and Writer Spencer T. Folmar is refer-
ring when he chose this quote as a
preface for Shooting Heroin, his latest
film with an objective to spread aware-
ness of just how widespread addiction
of opioids is, how it leads to heroin
use, and overdose death. The fictional
tale centers around a small town in
Pennsylvania that is seeing rampant
drug abuse and overdose death and
how a small group of vigilantes try to
take control to stop the drugs from
coming in.

The film screened last Thursday at
the Cranford Theater in a special red-
carpet event where actor and Scotch
Plains resident Garry Pastore (“The
Deuce;” “The Sopranos;” The
Irishman) attended and spoke at a
panel discussion held immediately
after the screening. He plays the sole
police officer in the small town, a role
that was a departure from his mobster
personas for which he’s known. He
wanted to act in this film because a
close family friend, Scotty Warren,
had died of a heroin overdose, some-
thing he said at the panel he feels
partly responsible for. He shared the
story of how Scotty came up to him
five years ago after seeing Destressed,
a film Mr. Pastore wrote and directed.
Scotty told him that he was going to
get clean, and he did for a year until a
relapse took his life, Mr. Pastore
shared. Mr. Warren’s mom, dad and
brother were at the screening.

Reducing the stigma surrounding
addicts is a thematic development in
the story as well. Cranford Police
Chief Ryan Greco said to the audi-
ence, “We need to look at these users
as people, as someone’s brother, son,
daughter, uncle…”

When Police Chief Greco started
in law enforcement 20 years ago, he
said, “you didn’t come across heroin
like you do today.” The Cranford
Police Department reported this past
January it had doubled its Narcan
deployment in one year’s time. While
some may ask if by using Narcan to
revive someone who has overdosed
is “perpetuating the cycle,” he said
no, that he sees it as saving a life.

“Long term treatment and recov-
ery—that is how we are trying to
break the stigma,” Chief Greco said.

Sean Foley of Prevention Links
agreed, saying, “We need to invest in
long-term treatment. Invest in reduc-
ing the stigma in our communities.
Think of substance use disorder…as
a disease. If we are not treating a
disease, we will see further implica-
tions.” He said communities need to
begin “investing in programs dedi-
cated to assist us in this time of de-

spair. In our country, there are more
overdoses, higher rates of cirrhosis of
the liver and higher rates of suicide.
We want to try as a community to
fight back against this.”

Mayor of Scotch Plains Al Smith
was in attendance and asked how do
we as a community turn off the supply
of heroin. Mr. Folmar said, “commu-
nity awareness and talking about it
and the fact that you care” is a step
forward. “We have to bring it to the
light,” Mr. Folmar said.

“The U.N. reported this year opioid
overdoses are only a quarter re-
ported... It’s much worse than any-
thing we can imagine and it is grow-
ing by 10 percent every year. In
America, you are more likely to die
from an opioid overdose than all gun
violence and car accidents combined,
that was a statistic that came out this
summer,” Mr. Folmar said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHINE A LIGHT...Scotch Plains resident and accomplished actor Garry Pastore
shows a photo with family friend Scotty Warren who died of a heroin overdose.
A new film Shooting Heroin Mr. Pastore stars in is hoping to shine a light on the
opioid crisis in America. The film screened last Thursday at the Cranford Theater.Photo courtesy Leighton Chen

American Repertory Ballet’s (ARB) annual production of Nutcracker will have 15 performances this holiday season. For a
complete performance schedule, please visit arballet.org or call (732) 249-1254, ext. 23.
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Photo courtesy of Veritas Films
DESPERATE TIMES...Pictured at left, Garry Pastore stars as a sole police officer in a small town in Pennsylvania where
abuse of opioids and heroin is rampant.

NutcrackerNutcracker
AMERICAN REPERTORY BALLET’S

Union County Performing Arts Center | Rahway  
November 23  | 7:30 PM 

November 24  | 1:00 PM (sensory-friendly performance) 
732-499-8226 | ucpac.org 

arballet.org

The Musical Club of Westfield  
Scholarship Benefit Concert 

Concert followed by a Harvest Reception to meet the Artists 
Scholarship Donation: $10 a ticket 

 

  The First Baptist Church   170 Elm St.       Westfield, NJ 
 

musicalclubofwestfield.org/musicalclubofwestfield@gmail.com 
571-262-9113  

  

 
This arts program is made possible in part by a 2019 HEART (History, Educa on, Arts Reaching Thousands) grant from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.  


