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PSE&G Power Lines Will Not
Run Along Conrail Right of Way
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – PSE&G will not be
able to move forward with running
the proposed upgraded power lines
along the ConRail right-of-way,
PSE&G Projects Director Gino J.
Leonardis said at Friday’s special
meeting at Cranford’s municipal
building. The meeting was attended
by officials of surrounding towns.
Conrail provided feedback addressing the “along-the-rail-line” alternative power line route plan; feedback
deeming the project “unfeasible for
many reasons,” stated Mr. Leonardis.

However, PSE&G will not be moving forward at this time with the proposed Walnut Avenue route, stated
Mr. Leonardis.
“The last thing PSE&G would want
is displeased customers. PSE&G always has and wants to continue working with the community,” Mr.
Leonardis said.
PSE&G is considering alternative
routes, which would include a new
location for a substation, which would
host the “more reliable and efficient”
power lines, stated Mr. Leonardis. At
this time, an alternative route concept
separate of both Conrail or Walnut

BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD...The mayors of Cranford, Garwood and
Westfield received an update Friday morning regarding the PSE&G proposed
69kV project. The Mayors learned the Conrail lines will not be an option and that
a new route will be needed. Pictured, from left to right, are: Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco, Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin and Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle.

Garwood Holds Ceremony
For New Ladder Truck
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The fire department
hosted a ceremony before Thursday’s
borough council meeting to induct
the municipality’s new ladder truck
into the o perational rescue vehicle
fleet. In attendance were Mayor Sara
Todisco, Councilman Richard
McCormack, who serves as fire commissioner, as well as all council members and the entire volunteer fire department.
After years of “multiple requests”
for new equipment, the Garwood Fire
Department was bestowed “equipment those guys (the firefighters) and
residents deserve,” Councilman
McCormack said.
After Councilman McCormack was
appointed fire department committee
chairman by Mayor Todisco, he said
he began hearing “requests for a new
fire truck and the reasoning behind
it.”
He said the new ladder truck will
allow for all Garwood homes and
businesses to be accessed during a
crisis versus existing equipment which

could not reach a “substantial amount
of Garwood homes or businesses.”
“I made it my mission when I ran
for office to protect our residents.
What protects our residents and school
children more or what is needed more
than adequate fire response?” Mr.
McCormack questioned.
“Truck 1 will assist the volunteer
firefighters who have protected the
borough since 1903,” Mayor Todisco
said.
“I sought the office of mayor with a
promise to make Garwood stronger,
and Truck 1 does just that as our fire
department will now be able to reach
all existing buildings in town, including our school,” she said.
With the hosing ceremony officially
inducting Truck 1 into the fire
department’s operating fleet there was
a “retirement ceremony” for Engine
4.
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle said Engine 4 has served the borough since
1976.
“It (Engine 4) served our town very
well. Towards the last couple years, it
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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WELCOMING NEWEST GFD TRUCK...The Garwood Volunteer Fire Department welcomes its new ladder truck last week.

Avenue has not been solidified.
Conrail with PSE&G concurring
realized the Conrail route would be
simply “impractical” from an operational, accessibility and cost perspective, Mr. Leonardis said. He said the
Conrail project was misrepresented
by the project’s proponents, who assumed the new lines could be placed
on existing poles along the track.
New power poles hosting the new
higher 69kv voltage lines would be
needed, stated Mr. Leonardis, adding
that the new power lines would infringe on personal property owners’
land rights or Conrail’s existing operations and future operations. The
current lines the utility wants to replace are 26kv.
“If PSE&G were to place the power
lines along the tracks, Conrail’s future ‘third rail’ project planned within
the rail corridor would no longer be
possible,” said Mr. Leonardis, relaying Conrail engineers’ opinions on
the project.
The proposed Conrail power line
route would have to be erected in
Conrail’s busiest corridor. The busy
corridor would negatively impact a
PSE&G construction timeline as well,
as PSE&G construction would slow
Conrail’s daily operations, Mr.
Leonardis said.
In addition, he said the Conrail
power line project would include three
times the costs as opposed to the
project costs associated with the Walnut Avenue project. PSE&G develops strategically-placed power line
routes to reduce project costs, stated
Mr. Leonardis. Project costs are inherently transferred to customers’
monthly bills.
PSE&G, when seeking a new alternative route, will look to reduce the
amount of power line distance required and poles needed to deliver
efficient energy to customers.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

A DAY AT THE U.N....Members of the Westfield High School Girls Learn International Club recently visited the United
Nations in New York to attend the 2019 Day of the Girl Summit, an event held annually since 2011, when the U.N. General
Assembly adopted a resolution to declare October 11 the “International Day of the Girl.”

DWC Discusses Holiday
Events, ‘Look Back Report’
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), management entity of the Special Improvement District (SID) discussed
potential grants to be allocated to
local businesses and promoted upcoming holiday events scheduled for
next month.
The members of the board discussed potential grants involving three
businesses in town: La’Vash Medi-

Freeholders Extend Pact
With KemperSports
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday approved resolutions to extend the term
of the county shared-services agreement for the operation and management of the Scotch Hills Golf Course
in Scotch Plains as well as the
KemperSports’ operational budget for
expenses incurred at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
through the end of 2019.
KemperSports manages Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook, both countyowned courses, per an agreement with
the county, as well as Scotch Hills
through an agreement the county has
with Scotch Plains.
Armando Sanchez, director of recreational facilities, told The Westfield
Leader that the county just completed
the request for proposals process and
it is expected a resolution could be on
the Thursday, December 5 agenda for
a new contract with KemperSports.
The last two contracts were for five
years each. He said the contract would
begin Wednesday, January 1, 2020.
The Scotch Hills’ extension includes an additional expense of
$4,400 to be paid by the county to the
township to cover the management
fee for the municipal-owned golf
course for the remainder of the year.
Another resolution approved covers operations including concessionaire services at the two county courses
and Scotch Hills through the end of
the year and includes $13,500 to cover
the management fee for Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook and the $4,400
for Scotch Hills through Tuesday,
December 31. Additional resolutions
approved extend KemperSports’ contracts for management and concessionaire services at the Warinanco
Sports Center in Elizabeth/Roselle

by including $10,266 to cover the
management fee for that operation.
Another resolution increases
KemperSports’ operational budget at
Warinanco by $93,049 to a total of
$609,049 for the period from November 17 through December 31.
In other business, Union County
College (UCC) has been named one
of 150 community colleges eligible
to compete for the $1-million Aspen
Prize for Community College Excellence. Those colleges were selected
from a pool of nearly 1,000 public
two-year colleges nationwide using
publicly-available data on student
outcomes, according to a UCC press
release. The colleges chosen are from
39 states in urban, rural and suburban
areas, serving as few as 500 students
and as many as 75,000 students.
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella

terranean Grill, Via Nutrition and
Elements Interior Design Studio. The
DWC provides grants to new and
existing businesses that create or upgrade signage or other façade elements.
The board could not vote on approving the grants, however, as the
body did not have enough members
for a quorum. It was suggested that an
online vote take place before the end
of the fiscal year or another meeting
be scheduled to arrange a vote.
The board next discussed upcoming holiday events to be held in the
downtown area. This occurs in part to
generate business during the holiday
season.
“The DWC hopes Westfield residents will spend time downtown enjoying holiday events and taking a
look at the many businesses for their
shopping and dining,” stated DWC
Interim Executive Director Kathleen

Prunty. “I think residents always enjoy celebrating the holidays and the
local traditions in town with their
friends and neighbors and local businesses.”
The “Welcome Home to Westfield”
weekend will kick off the season with
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus at
the Lord & Taylor Department Store
located at 609 North Avenue West.
The event will be held from Friday,
November 29 to Sunday, December
1. The hours on Friday and Saturday
will be from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. while
Sunday’s hours will be from noon to
4 p.m. A free five by seven photo will
be provided for each participant with
a suggestion donation of $5 to the
Westfield Food Pantry.
Immediately following the final
afternoon of photos with the Clauses
at 4 p.m., the “Westfield Winter Wonderland” will commence with family
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Next week’s issue will
arrive Friday,
November 29. Have a
Happy Thanksgiving.
We are planning our
Hanukkah and
Christmas Edition
for Thursday,
December 19th.
This will be a key edition
for all Advertisers
and Event Planners.
Call or email our
Sales Department:
908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

HOLIDAY CRAFTS FOR SALE...Shoppers browse available handcrafted items
for sale at the Cranford First Presbyterian Church Artisan Craft Fair held
Saturday, November 16. The event benefits the church’s general mission fund.
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Local Mayors Comment on
PSE&G 69kv Lines Update

LEADER IN CHARLESTON...Jeff and Cheri Pate hold up their copy of The
Westfield Leader during a recent trip to Charleston, S.C.

County Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

called Aspen “a very prestigious
honor,” saying he hopes the college
“prevails” by winning the award.
“This is a big deal,” he added.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, a Linden resident
presented the board with what he
described as records dating from 2015
pertaining to current Linden Mayor
Derek Armstead when he was a county
employee. The resident said the time
sheets show discrepancies between
the mayor’s calendar and what was
reported on his time sheets.
According to a previous news report on mycentraljersey.com, a
Gannett website, Mayor Armstead
was still employed as a programmer
by the Union County Bureau of Information Technology while serving as
mayor, a full-time paid position.
According to the report, Mr.
Armstead resigned the county position in October 2016 after 18 years.
He had been paid $59,593 as a county
employee.
“I think this warrants an investigation,” the resident told the board.
The mayor is embroiled in a legal
battle with state Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), who the
mayor fired as the city’s prosecutor
after accusing him of failing to ap-

pear in municipal court 127 days during the period of 2017 and 2018. Mr.
Scutari, in turn, accused the mayor of
leaking a report on his Linden employment, conducted by a consulting
firm hired by the city, to the press and
has filed a $10-million lawsuit against
the mayor and city council for libel.
Freeholder Mirabella said the Linden resident “certainly indicated some
serious allegations” against Mr.
Armstead. Mr. Mirabella said he was
sure County Manager Ed Oatman
“will take steps necessary to have an
investigation on this.”
During her comments, Freeholder
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded noted
that Mary Robinson has been named
one of CNN’s Heroes of the Year for
her efforts as founder and executive
director of Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss. Imagine, located in
Mountainside and Newark, helps children and young adults deal with the
loss of a parent, sibling or friend. Ten
people were named to the list by
CNN watchers. The CNN audience
can vote at https://www.cnn.com/
SPECIALS/cnn.heroes/vote/10/. The
winner will receive a $100,000 prize
to benefit their cause on top of the
$10,000 they were awarded for making the list.

Ladder Truck Ceremony
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

could not keep up with the current
equipment. It was a truck we used
sparingly,” Chief Tweedle said.
The original ceremony in Garwood
incorporated trucks and firefighting
apparatuses which were horse drawn,
stated Chief Tweedle.
During the council meeting, Mayor
Todisco provided a property-tax revaluation update to the public.
“It’s important to reiterate the purpose behind revaluation is tax fairness, and Garwood was ordered by
the Union County Board of Taxation
to conduct this revaluation,” Mayor
Todisco explained.
Residents whose homes have been
reassessed will have received a reassessment value in the mail, stated
Mayor Todisco. The value received
will reflect the 2020 reassessment
valuation, the mayor said, noting that
residents will not pay a reassessed
tax value until the third quarter in
2020.
“The tax rate will absolutely be
adjusted, so that while the average
home saw an approximately four
times increase in assessment, the
taxes will not go up four times,”
Mayor Todisco said.
Garwood’s average residential as-

sessment prior to revaluation was
$102,395.
“I have found out that now (for
2020) it is $403,567 dollars,” Mayor
Todisco said, noting that Garwood’s
average residential taxes are
$10,363. She said residents may find
it beneficial to confirm if their home
has been properly reassessed if they
are not close to the average number.
To investigate the assessed value
of their home, concerned residents
can make an appointment with Realty
Appraisal, the company hired by the
borough to conduct the revaluation.
Mayor Todisco honored Garwood
resident Colleen Hay for her “extraordinary efforts” in helping to lead
Garwood residents to donate 4,815
pounds of food. Garwood participated in the Food Stock Challenge,
which provides food resources to
those in need.
Ms. Hay oversaw over a dozen
block ambassadors who were responsible for picking up the donated food
from their designated blocks.
Mayor Todisco said Ms. Hay acted
“as a champion for the cause, constantly cheerleading and encouraging everybody to donate or collect
more.”

LEADER IN PORTUGAL...Dave Rehrer from Westfield proudly displays The
Westfield Leader at The Invitational--a recent European-Pro Am at Casa do Lago,
Portugal, flanked by Barry Guy and Tom Guy, president of Eligo golf club.

REGION – Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin, Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco, and Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle responded to
Friday’s announcement from
PSE&G that its 69kV high-voltage
power line project has been placed
on indefinite hold due to ongoing
logistical challenges. (Please see
front page story.)
The mayors said in a press release
they were informed that, to date, the
analysis performed by PSE&G has
shown the preferred Conrail railway
route to be cost prohibitive. In addition, with the substation plans for the
Hartz building no longer in play,
they indicated that there is no viable
alternative route to establish at this
time.
“Friday’s update was issued in response to widely shared community
concerns about the potential impacts
of this initiative. It also follows many
months of ongoing, collaborative discussions between the three mayors,
who share a united opposition to the
two previously proposed project
routes affecting residential neighborhoods in their respective towns,”
according to the press release.
“I want to thank the many residents, business owners, and government officials on multiple levels who
took the time to research this issue
and share their feedback, demonstrating the power of community engagement on issues that matter to all
of us,” Mayor Brindle said. “I’m
pleased that PSE&G continues to
keep the lines of communication
open throughout their ongoing due
diligence in seeking a suitable alternative, and I remain committed to
working with them alongside Mayors Giblin and Todisco to ensure a

favorable outcome.”
“[Friday’s] announcement reaffirms that our united position among
the three municipalities is being heard
by PSE&G,” Mayor Giblin said. “I’m
grateful that their ongoing evaluation of this project will continue to
prioritize the input of our communities.”
“I am pleased to hear that PSE&G
continues to listen to us on this important matter, which would deeply
affect those living in residential
neighborhoods along the route proposed originally,” Mayor Todisco
said. “Not only are they showing
how they listened to elected officials, but most importantly, they listened to the people. I am eager to
continue the conversations with
PSE&G as they further evaluate this
project.”
In addition, PSE&G reaffirmed
their commitment to work with the
mayors of these municipalities preemptively and collaboratively, in the
event that a potential alternative route
surfaces, to ensure an optimal outcome for all parties involved.

PSE&G
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“PSE&G does not want to deliver
an unreliable energy source to customers. I don’t think customers would
be happy with frequent power outages,” Mr. Leonardis said.
State Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) described PSE&G “as the
real deal” when one considers a utility company that delivers consistent
utility services to customers.

Paul Lachenauer to The Westfield Leader

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE...Shoppers check out offerings at the holiday boutique at
the Hanson House in Cranford on Saturday. The event benefits the Cranford
Historical Society.

New Food Truck Service
Coming to Cranford
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A new food delivery service, with a twist, is coming to
Cranford. The planning board approved in a 5-1 vote Wednesday a
preliminary and final site for Food
Truck, Inc. to be located in the commercial district along Jackson Drive
and Moen Avenue, at 40-42 Jackson
Drive.
The concept of Food Truck, Inc.,
according to Chief Operating Officer
Jay Naik, is to have an app where
customers can order off of a menu
and a hybrid truck, similar to a
Mercedes-Benz “Sprinter van,” he
said, seen delivering packages, would
show up in front of the customer’s
home, prepare the food in the truck
and deliver it hot to their door. The
food truck kitchen would be operated
by electricity and there would be no
vent or diesel engine like a food truck
typically seen at a fair, Mr. Naik described. The trucks will be “noiseless, ventless and greaseless,” he said.
Mr. Naik does not have a time
frame for opening up the business, he
told The Westfield Leader. Food
Truck, Inc. does not exist anywhere
else, he told The Leader. He said the
model of the food service is “a competitive industry” when asked by The
Leader if this concept exists in other
places. For now, he said he is focusing the concept on delivering to private residences, and not businesses,
and catering is not part of the plan
now, he told The Leader.
Some of the menu items he described to the board would be California-style sushi, New York-style
Bagels, Texas-style barbecue, “things
you wouldn’t be able to get in certain
areas” and he may partner with specialty food companies for recipes. He
also said he would source his food
locally as much as he could, and the
idea would be to have fresh-made

food. He also wants his company to
be operating sustainably, he said.
He told the planning board he would
begin the operation with five trucks
and over three years expand to a
maximum of 50 trucks. His service
area would be Union County. He expects one person per truck, so the
driver would also be the chef, plus
employees in the warehouse. There
will be a test kitchen in the warehouse, which will be vented outside,
and kits will be prepared that contain
the ingredients necessary for each
menu item, then the kits will be loaded
onto the truck, and when the truck
arrives the food is cooked and prepared and then brought to the door.
“Our goal is to deliver to you when
you want it,” he said, so potentially
the service could provide breakfast,
lunch and dinner.
There is to be an addition made to
the building to house internally a trash
area and a maintenance area to maintain the inside of the trucks, as well as
a dispatch center. The exterior of the
building, which is currently a twotone brown and tan brick façade,
would be painted white with beet-red
diagonal stripes and the company logo
would be affixed to the building.
Parking would be reconfigured in
the lot and a chain link fence and
landscaping would be added around
the perimeter shading the lot from the
adjacent residences, while the fence
provides security.
There will be a total of 167 parking
spaces, 50 of which would be designated for the trucks. The remainder
would be for staff. He said the facility
would be “very tech forward” and he
would be hiring “skilled labor” n corporate, office and culinary roles, totaling 250 employees, with employees having full benefits, a positive for
the township, he said. The employees
would be working in shifts, anywhere
between 5 a.m. and 11 p.m., he said.

WESTFIELD LEADER GOES TO NASHVILLE...Judy Epstein, Renee Golush
and The Westfield Leader visit Nashville for music and shopping.

BOE Hears Concerns
About Racism at SPFHS
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents and
students spoke out against racism at
Thursday’s board of education meeting that was reported to have happened to students at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS).
SPFHS students April Walsh and
Zynia McDowell, both members of
the Black Student Union, stated that
they “demanded actions to address
racism at the high school.” They said
they wanted to see the school actively
address the racism that they felt was
present within the student population
and suggested an assembly to discuss
these issues.
April stated that members of the
Black Student Union feel threatened
by racial slurs that they have heard at
the high school.
Many adults also addressed their
concerns about racism at the high
school.
Current Roselle resident and former
Scotch Plains resident Kimberly
Nicoles said she was shocked that the
current students in the Black Student
Union had to face the same racism
that she herself faced in 1977 when
she was a student at SPFHS. She
noted that there was a “sit in” in the
office of then Principal Terry Riegel
by members of the Black Student
Union to address racism within the
school community. Ms. Nicoles remarked that she was saddened by the
lack of progress made since that time.
Last week a high-school freshman
posted to social media a picture of
himself in blackface while standing
in front of a Confederate flag.
Last week a joint statement issued by
Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted Conley
and Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo (please see page 4) urged all
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
to be “responsible role models.” They
both stated that the multitude of comments made concerning the post attracted the attention of the New Jersey
State Police and the Federal Department of Homeland Security. It was
reported that no actual threats were

made.
“However distasteful as this picture
is, the individual in the picture is a
juvenile, who thought that it was just his
small group of friends that would see it.
Once the picture was posted and went
viral through various modes of social
media, the threads that followed alleged that there was a ‘threat’ to the
school. The juvenile in the picture never
made any threats, never wanted the
picture to get forwarded for everyone
to see on social media, and even told
our detectives that he understands that
what he did was wrong and does not
blame anyone for being upset with him
as he knows what he did could be
hurtful to others,” the police chiefs said
in their statement.
In response to the many comments
and miscommunication regarding the
post, Superintendent of Schools Joan
Mast, Ed.D., sent a letter home to parents in the district explaining what happened and that no actual threats were
made. She also noted that the district
was planning parent workshops on the
use of social media to be held soon.
During Thursday’s meeting, Superintendent Mast stated that members of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Ministerium currently have activities
planned celebrating diversity with an
upcoming Thanksgiving program
scheduled for this Monday, November 25, at 7 p.m. It also was noted that
they recently held the first in a series of
an interactive healing project at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield last Sunday, November
17, from 2:30 to 5 p.m. The goal of the
program is to talk about and hear about
and help to heal tensions between
members in the community in a safe
and healing environment. The project
has a committee of professional and
community members working toward
peace. All healing project participants
must register for the program.
The next board of education meeting will be held this evening, Thursday, November 21, at 8 p.m. The
meeting will be held in the administration building located at 512 Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains.

DWC Discusses Holiday
Events, Report on 2019
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

activities, entertainment by the
Westfield Community Band and refreshments.
The annual Christmas tree lighting
will begin shortly thereafter at 5:30
p.m. with the ceremony presided over
by Mr. and Mrs. Claus. The holiday
tree lighting is an annual Westfield
tradition dating from at least 1974.
Also occurring during the “Welcome Home to Westfield” weekend is
the traditional “Black Friday” national
retail event on November 29, followed by “Small Business Saturday”
on November 30. Board members
encouraged Westfielders and other
local residents to support local businesses by shopping local.
“’Small Business Saturday will
emphasize and highlight local businesses and all they have to offer,”
stated Ms. Prunty. “It’s an important
event to recognize and support the
businesses that support the community throughout the year.”
To further encourage local holiday
shopping, the Westfield Town Council will once again offer free parking
downtown on November 29 and 30
and again from Saturday, December
14 until Wednesday, January 1.
As in the past, the DWC has sponsored several music groups and carolers who entertain residents in the
downtown area beginning on Small
Business Saturday and continuing
throughout December. A full schedule may be found on the DWC’s

website,
located
at
WestfieldToday.com.
In other news, Ms. Prunty announced
that an annual “Look Back” report will
be released to the business owners and
the general public in mid-January. “I’m
working on...an annual report of sorts,
not a dry annual report, more of a look
back to 2019. So that will come out in
mid-January to all property owners,
all business owners and the general
public. It will feature broad points and
be a quick read.”
In response to a question from The
Westfield Leader, Ms. Prunty, who
was elected to the Cranford Township Committee earlier this month,
said she will continue to serve as
interim DWC executive director until February.
“I am committed to provide interim management to the DWC
through February 2020 and intend to
honor that agreement. Despite some
recent hyperbole, there is no conflict
of interest. I am a professional with
20 plus years in downtown management, three years as president of
Downtown New Jersey and still serve
on the board so I am more than capable of handling the responsibilities,” according to her statement.
The DWC’s next Board of Directors meeting, open to the public, is
not scheduled at this time. As indicated above, a special final meeting
of 2019 may be scheduled.office is
located at 105 Elm Street.

Sparking the Mind
An opportunity to learn, to discuss and to be a part of a stimulating community.
For adults of all ages.

Upcoming Series Tuesdays at the JCC from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov • Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800
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Scotch Plains Residents Continue
To Object to Town Hall Relocation
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last week’s
downtown redevelopment committee meeting, as it was last month, was
dominated by residents’ complaints
about the possible relocation of the
municipal building and the police and
fire departments to township-owned
property on Plainfield Avenue across
from the public works facility and
Memorial Park.
The first phase of downtown redevelopment efforts is centered, in part,
on the township-owned properties

where the municipal building and
police station as well as the north side
firehouse are presently located. Moving the township’s administrative offices and the police and fire departments out of the downtown business
district would free up that property
for private development.
While no relocation decisions have
yet been made as township officials
and the conditional developers —
Advance Realty and its partner, PS&S
Engineering — work out the details
of an overall redevelopment and financing plan for the downtown, resi-

Photo courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains

MALLORY’S ARMY…The Scotch Plains Council on Tuesday recognized
third-grade Brunner Elementary School students Olivia Haley, Grant Haley,
Dante Castonuovo, Miles Weisholtz and Ian Weisholtz for their efforts this
summer raising more than $5,000 for Mallory’s Army with their third annual
lemonade stand. Inspired by Dianne Grossman, mother of Mallory Rose
Grossman, a 12-year-old girl from Rockaway who took her own life in 2017, the
elementary-school students’ efforts go towards putting an end to bullying and
combating youth suicide.

Township’s AAA Bond
Rating Reaffirmed
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Manager Al Mirabella told the township council last week that the
township’s AAA-bond rating has been
reaffirmed, which he called “good
news for us.” Such a top-notch designation is “very difficult to achieve”
and “very difficult to maintain,” he
said, adding that Scotch Plains is one
of only three towns in Union County
with a top bond rating. Mayor
Alexander Smith said that having a
AAA-bond rating will be “very important” as downtown redevelopment
moves forward.
In other business at the council’s
November 12 meeting, the governing
body approved an application to the
county for $35,000 in Community
Development Block Grant funding
for senior citizen recreation services.
The council also awarded a contract
not to exceed $6,280 to FDR Hitches
for a dual-axle lightweight utility
trailer for the Public Works Department. And the council also authorized the establishment of an escrow
fund by Plainfield Gas Realty LLC
for professional services in connection with its request that the property
it owns at 2246 North Avenue —

currently a gasoline station and convenience store — be rezoned from
residential to business.
At the start of the meeting, Police
Chief Ted Conley announced the promotions of Jason Everitt and Mark
Lynch to the rank of sergeant. Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler read a
proclamation expressing the council’s
appreciation for a fundraising effort
by several school-age children last
summer that raised $5,000, via a lemonade sale, for Mallory’s Army, an
anti-bullying group. Councilman Ted
Spera read a proclamation declaring
Saturday, November 30 as Small
Business Saturday.
Councilwoman Stamler announced
that registration for the Holiday Home
Decorating Contest has started. The
first 25 homes to register will be
allowed to take part. Voting will take
place from Saturday, December 14
through Friday, January 3. All participating homes will be asked to collect
food for the needy, which will be
donated to the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey. Further information is
available by calling the township recreation department at 322-6700, extension 223. She also announced that
the annual holiday celebration in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood

SCOUTS VISIT COUNCIL...Cub Scouts from Pack 4, based at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains, and their leader, John Allen, visit the Fanwood Borough Council
at Monday night’s meeting for a peek at how government works. They were invited
to the podium for a photo op with Councilman Anthony Carter, at left.

dents living in the Westfield AvenueHenry Street-Evergreen Avenue
neighborhood have loudly pushed
back on any plans to build a new
municipal complex on the Plainfield
Avenue lot that has been used for leaf
disposal and, even more so, the adjoining grassy property at the corner
of Westfield Avenue and Evergreen
Avenue. That latter property has since
2002 been zoned as C-Conservation,
and homeowners in the neighborhood
have made it clear, last month and last
week, that they prefer it to be kept that
way.
The at times boisterous crowd of a
few dozen residents at last
Wednesday’s meeting said putting a
new municipal building in their neighborhood would take away green space
as well as result in increased vehicular and emergency-vehicle traffic that
would threaten the safety of students
walking to and from Evergreen School
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.
Henry Street resident Leonard
Brzozowski said it was “heartbreaking” that township officials are considering developing the green space,
which he said is “one of the few small
areas on the north side that is still
green.” In recent weeks, there has
been informal talk on social media
and elsewhere that perhaps the Memorial Park site could be used instead
as a site for a new town hall, but Leigh
Fleming, a planner with Harbor Consultants, which is advising the redevelopment committee, said there is
not a lot of vacant land in Scotch
Plains available for recreation facilities. If Memorial Park, which opened
16 years ago, were to be used as a site
for new development, then private
developers could potentially file lawsuits seeking to build on other properties where ball fields are located.
Mayor Alexander Smith agreed,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HOLIDAY SHOPPING...This couple checks out jewelry by Designs by Roz at the Temple Sholom holiday boutique on
Sunday in Scotch Plains.

School Board Hears Concerns
About Racism at High School
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents and
students spoke out against racism at
Thursday’s board of education meeting that was reported to have happened to students at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS).
SPFHS students April Walsh and
Zynia McDowell, both members of
the Black Student Union, stated that
they “demanded actions to address
racism at the high school.” They said
they wanted to see the school actively
address the racism that they felt was
present within the student population

Freeholders Extend Pact
With KemperSports
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday approved resolutions to extend the term
of the county shared-services agreement for the operation and management of the Scotch Hills Golf Course
in Scotch Plains as well as the
KemperSports’ operational budget for
expenses incurred at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
through the end of 2019.
KemperSports manages Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook, both countyowned courses, per an agreement with
the county, as well as Scotch Hills
through an agreement the county has
with Scotch Plains.
Armando Sanchez, director of recreational facilities, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
county just completed the request for
proposals process and it is expected a
resolution could be on the Thursday,
December 5 agenda for a new contract with KemperSports. The last
two contracts were for five years each.
He said the contract would begin
Wednesday, January 1, 2020.
The Scotch Hills’ extension includes an additional expense of
$4,400 to be paid by the county to the
township to cover the management
fee for the municipal-owned golf
course for the remainder of the year.
Another resolution approved covers operations including concessionaire services at the two county courses
and Scotch Hills through the end of
the year and includes $13,500 to cover
the management fee for Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook and the $4,400
for Scotch Hills through Tuesday,
December 31. Additional resolutions
approved extend KemperSports’ contracts for management and conces-

sionaire services at the Warinanco
Sports Center in Elizabeth/Roselle
by including $10,266 to cover the
management fee for that operation.
Another resolution increases
KemperSports’ operational budget at
Warinanco by $93,049 to a total of
$609,049 for the period from November 17 through December 31.
In other business, Union County
College (UCC) has been named one
of 150 community colleges eligible
to compete for the $1-million Aspen
Prize for Community College Excellence. Those colleges were selected
from a pool of nearly 1,000 public
two-year colleges nationwide using
publicly-available data on student
outcomes, according to a UCC press
release. The colleges chosen are from
39 states in urban, rural and suburban

and suggested an assembly to discuss
these issues.
April stated that members of the
Black Student Union feel threatened
by racial slurs that they have heard at
the high school.
Many adults also addressed their
concerns about racism at the high
school.
Current Roselle resident and former
Scotch Plains resident Kimberly
Nicoles said she was shocked that the
current students in the Black Student
Union had to face the same racism
that she herself faced in 1977 when
she was a student at SPFHS. She
noted that there was a “sit in” in the
office of then Principal Terry Riegel
by members of the Black Student
Union to address racism within the
school community. Ms. Nicoles remarked that she was saddened by the
lack of progress made since that time.

Last week a high-school freshman
posted to social media a picture of
himself in blackface while standing
in front of a Confederate flag.
Last week, a joint statement issued
by Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted
Conley and Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo (please see page 4)
urged all Scotch Plains and Fanwood
residents to be “responsible role models.” They both stated that the multitude of comments made concerning
the post attracted the attention of the
New Jersey State Police and the Federal Department of Homeland Security. It was reported that no actual
threats were made.
“However distasteful as this picture is, the individual in the picture is
a juvenile, who thought that it was
just his small group of friends that
would see it. Once the picture was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Elyse Blasi, a Fanwood Recreation commissioner for the past two years and 35-year resident of Fanwood, has been named
Fanwood Volunteer of the Month. She has taken part in organizing many of the
borough’s signature events, among them the upcoming Christmas tree lighting
and holiday celebration, the Easter Egg Hunt and 5K race. She was presented with
a print of the historic Fanwood train station by Council President Tom Kranz.

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........
Editorial ........
Police ............
Community ...
Obituary ........

2-3
4-5
14
6-7, 14
6

Education ......
Sports ............
Real Estate ....
Classifieds .....
A&E ..............

16
9-13
9-11
15
17-18

Frank D. Isoldi
908.787.5990
frankisoldi@gmail.com
@frankdisoldi
@homeswestfield
theisoldicollection.com

Home of the Week
820 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090
908.233.5555

©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 8

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Fanwood Appraisal Letters,
Holiday Events Discussed
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LEADER IN CHARLESTON...Jeff and Cheri Pate hold up their copy of The
Westfield Leader during a recent trip to Charleston, S.C.

Local Mayors Comment on
PSE&G 69kv Lines Update
REGION – Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin, Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco, and Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle responded to Friday’s announcement from PSE&G that its
69kV high-voltage power line project
has been placed on indefinite hold
due to ongoing logistical challenges.
(Please see front page story.)
The mayors said in a press release
they were informed that, to date, the
analysis performed by PSE&G has
shown the preferred Conrail railway
route to be cost prohibitive. In addition, with the substation plans for the
Hartz building no longer in play,
they indicated that there is no viable
alternative route to establish at this
time.
“Friday’s update was issued in response to widely shared community
concerns about the potential impacts
of this initiative. It also follows many
months of ongoing, collaborative discussions between the three mayors,
who share a united opposition to the
two previously proposed project
routes affecting residential neighborhoods in their respective towns,” according to the press release.
“I want to thank the many residents, business owners, and government officials on multiple levels who
took the time to research this issue
and share their feedback, demonstrating the power of community engage-

ment on issues that matter to all of
us,” Mayor Brindle said. “I’m pleased
that PSE&G continues to keep the
lines of communication open throughout their ongoing due diligence in
seeking a suitable alternative, and I
remain committed to working with
them alongside Mayors Giblin and
Todisco to ensure a favorable outcome.”
“[Friday’s] announcement reaffirms that our united position among
the three municipalities is being heard
by PSE&G,” Mayor Giblin said. “I’m
grateful that their ongoing evaluation
of this project will continue to prioritize the input of our communities.”
“I am pleased to hear that PSE&G
continues to listen to us on this important matter, which would deeply affect those living in residential neighborhoods along the route proposed
originally,” Mayor Todisco said. “Not
only are they showing how they listened to elected officials, but most
importantly, they listened to the
people. I am eager to continue the
conversations with PSE&G as they
further evaluate this project.”
In addition, PSE&G reaffirmed
their commitment to work with the
mayors of these municipalities preemptively and collaboratively, in the
event that a potential alternative route
surfaces, to ensure an optimal outcome for all parties involved.

PSE&G Power Lines Not to
Run Along Conrail Route
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – PSE&G will not
be able to move forward with running the proposed upgraded power
lines along the ConRail right-of-way,
PSE&G Projects Director Gino J.
Leonardis said at Friday’s special
meeting at Cranford’s municipal
building. The meeting was attended
by officials of surrounding towns.
Conrail provided feedback addressing the “along-the-rail-line” alternative power line route plan; feedback deeming the project “unfeasible for many reasons,” stated Mr.
Leonardis. However, PSE&G will
not be moving forward at this time
with the proposed Walnut Avenue
route, stated Mr. Leonardis.
“The last thing PSE&G would want
is displeased customers. PSE&G always has and wants to continue working with the community,” Mr.
Leonardis said.
PSE&G is considering alternative
routes, which would include a new
location for a substation, which
would host the “more reliable and
efficient” power lines, stated Mr.
Leonardis. At this time, an alternative route concept separate of both
Conrail or Walnut Avenue has not
been solidified.
Conrail with PSE&G concurring
realized the Conrail route would be
simply “impractical” from an operational, accessibility and cost perspective, Mr. Leonardis said. He said
the Conrail project was misrepresented by the project’s proponents,
who assumed the new lines could be
placed on existing poles along the
track.
New power poles hosting the new
higher 69kv voltage lines would be
needed, stated Mr. Leonardis, adding that the new power lines would
infringe on personal property owners’ land rights or Conrail’s existing
operations and future operations. The
current lines the utility wants to re-

place are 26kv.
“If PSE&G were to place the power
lines along the tracks, Conrail’s future ‘third rail’ project planned within
the rail corridor would no longer be
possible,” said Mr. Leonardis, relaying Conrail engineers’ opinions
on the project.
The proposed Conrail power line
route would have to be erected in
Conrail’s busiest corridor. The busy
corridor would negatively impact a
PSE&G construction timeline as
well, as PSE&G construction would
slow Conrail’s daily operations, Mr.
Leonardis said.
In addition, he said the Conrail
power line project would include
three times the costs as opposed to
the project costs associated with the
Walnut Avenue project. PSE&G develops strategically-placed power
line routes to reduce project costs,
stated Mr. Leonardis. Project costs
are inherently transferred to customers’ monthly bills.
PSE&G, when seeking a new alternative route, will look to reduce
the amount of power line distance
required and poles needed to deliver
efficient energy to customers.
“PSE&G does not want to deliver
an unreliable energy source to customers. I don’t think customers would
be happy with frequent power outages,” Mr. Leonardis said.
State Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) described PSE&G “as the
real deal” when one considers a utility company that delivers consistent
utility services to customers.

Bond Rating
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

downtown will be on Sunday, December 8, from 2 to 5 p.m. The annual
menorah lighting will be on Sunday,
December 22, at 6 p.m.

FANWOOD – Borough Council
President Tom Kranz announced at
Monday’s council meeting that homeowner appraisal notification letters were starting to reach borough
residents this past week, stating that
he had just received a letter for his
home. He noted that residents will
find that the appraisals will be “radically different” than what they currently are used to.
Councilman Kranz stated that the
current appraisals were 30 years out
of date and that the new valuations of
properties were carefully calculated.
He also noted that anyone having a
question regarding the new amount
and how it was determined could
make a one-on-one appointment to
be held at the Carriage House within
the next few weeks. He said the borough will make these appointments
and that “no one’s tax bill will change
for months.”
At the beginning of the regular
monthly council meeting, recreation
volunteer and Fanwood resident
Elyse Blasi was named Volunteer of
the Month for her two years serving
on the borough’s recreation commission. For her commitment to the
borough through the commission,
Ms. Blaisi was given a framed charcoal drawing of Fanwood’s historic
train station building, as is customarily presented to all Volunteer of
the Month honorees.
Ms. Blasi stated that she decided to
volunteer for the recreation commission as a way to “get involved in my
community.”
It was noted that the next event for
the recreation commission is the annual Christmas tree-lighting ceremony, scheduled for 3 p.m. on Sun-

day, December 8, at the Fanwood
Train Station. Santa Claus is scheduled to visit the borough during the
festivities.
Other community events sponsored
by the commission were said to be the
annual Easter Egg Hunt, Fanny Wood
Day, the Summer Movie Night Series, Vintage Market, Ladies Night
Out and Clean Communities Day. It
was noted that the commission is presently looking for more volunteers to
help execute its events.
In other business, a resolution was
read on behalf of all veterans recognizing their contributions and sacrifice on behalf of the country and
honoring all the men and women who
have served. It also mentioned the
sacrifice that was made by the families of those whose military service
had taken them away from home.
Mr. Kranz thanked all those who
have served and read a resolution in
honor of Veterans Day.
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
was congratulated on her Election
Day victory in winning an eighth
three-year term. Mayor Colleen
Mahr also was congratulated on her
reelection, marking her fifth fouryear term in office. Jeffrey Banks
and Francine Glaser were congratulated on their council victories as
well.
Additionally, Jay Morris and Brian
Walter were thanked for their time
and interest in serving the borough
by running for seats on the governing body and were encouraged to
remain active in the Fanwood community and to again seek elected
office in the future.
The next council meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 2, at 7
p.m., at Borough Hall, located at 75
North Martine Avenue.

Town Hall Relocation

WESTFIELD LEADER GOES TO NASHVILLE...Judy Epstein, Renee Golush
and The Westfield Leader visit Nashville for music and shopping.

Scotch Plains Rec. Increases
Public Commentary Time
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission approved a motion at its Monday meeting to add a second public commentary section to each meeting.
Prior to approval of a resolution
endorsing the additional commentary section, the commission permitted a maximum 30 minutes at
the beginning of each meeting for
public comment. The motion will
split the total 30-minute commentary section into two separate 15minute public commentary discussion periods, stated commission
Chairman Michael Walsh.
Chairman Walsh stated that two
15-minute public commentary portions will allow flexibility for residents who may want to voice their
opinion on a topic that will be discussed. The second commentary
portion could provide two functions

— allowing the resident to comment on a discussion or voting outcome or provide input at the
meeting’s end on a matter discussed
for the first time during the meeting, stated Mr. Walsh.
Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler
stated that from her experience serving on council, residents are respectful of the commentary time
maximums.
“Typically, if it is a large group
with the same message, we will
kindly ask for a representative to
speak for the group’s interest, if that
is possible,” said Councilwoman
Stamler.
Keeping a beginning public commentary portion allows attendees to
ask questions about any recreation
program or equipment presentations, which are often presented by
a third party (vendor) at the
meeting’s commencement, stated
Chairman Walsh.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

saying, “We need ball fields, we need
recreational fields.” He warned that
if discussions about doing away with
Memorial Park ever got serious, representatives and players from all the
sports leagues in town would crowd
the committee’s meetings to protest.
After Mr. Brzozowski criticized the
mayor for what he called a “lack of
concern regarding our problems,” committee member Michael Alvarez told
the crowd that “nothing is written in
stone” regarding where a new municipal building will be built and added
that “we don’t even know if [the
PlainfieldAvenue site] is developable.”
Westfield Avenue resident Howard
Geiser suggested building on the
Scotch Hills Country Club site, calling it “a lot of land that’s not being
used.” But Deputy Mayor Josh
Losardo said that proposal was “not a
feasible idea,” pointing out that the
golf course is a Green Acres site and,
thus, off limits to development while
the Shady Rest Clubhouse is a historic landmark.
Other neighborhood residents

spoke out against building on the
conservation zone property, with an
Evergreen Avenue resident calling
it “absurd” to have the police and
fire departments headquartered
there. Another resident said putting
those departments in that neighborhood would be “unsafe, unsafe, unsafe.” A few residents mentioned
putting the library there, but Mayor
Smith said it’s highly likely that a
new library will be built near its
present site on Bartle Avenue near
the downtown.
The mayor also cleared up what
appeared to be a misconception
among some neighborhood residents that, once the municipal building was relocated to that area, all
township events — like the trunkor-treat, Scotch Plains Day and the
weekly Farmers Market — would
be shifted there as well. He emphasized that all town-sponsored events
now taking place in the downtown
will continue to be based in what he
anticipated will be a more prosperous and bustling business district.

Freeholders Vote to Extend
KemperSports to Dec. 31

BOE Hears Concerns
About Racism at SPFHS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

posted and went viral through various modes of social media, the
threads that followed alleged that
there was a ‘threat’ to the school.
The juvenile in the picture never
made any threats, never wanted the
picture to get forwarded for everyone to see on social media, and even
told our detectives that he understands that what he did was wrong
and does not blame anyone for being upset with him as he knows what
he did could be hurtful to others,”
the police chiefs said in their statement.
In response to the many comments and miscommunication regarding the post, Superintendent of
Schools Joan Mast, Ed.D., sent a
letter home to parents in the district
explaining what happened and that
no actual threats were made. She
also noted that the district was planning parent workshops on the use of
social media to be held soon.
During Thursday’s meeting, Superintendent Mast stated that mem-

bers of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Ministerium currently have
activities planned celebrating diversity with an upcoming Thanksgiving program scheduled for this
Monday, November 25, at 7 p.m. It
also was noted that they recently
held the first in a series of an interactive healing project at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield last Sunday, November
17, from 2:30 to 5 p.m. The goal of
the program is to talk about and
hear about and help to heal tensions
between members in the community in a safe and healing environment. The project has a committee
of professional and community
members working toward peace. All
healing project participants must
register for the program.
The next board of education meeting will be held this evening, Thursday, November 21, at 8 p.m. The
meeting will be held in the administration building located at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

areas, serving as few as 500 students
and as many as 75,000 students.
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
called Aspen “a very prestigious
honor,” saying he hopes the college
“prevails” by winning the award.
“This is a big deal,” he added.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, a Linden resident presented the board with what
he described as records dating from
2015 pertaining to current Linden
Mayor Derek Armstead when he was
a county employee. The resident said
the time sheets show discrepancies
between the mayor’s calendar and
what was reported on his time sheets.
According to a previous news report on mycentraljersey.com, a
Gannett website, Mayor Armstead
was still employed as a programmer
by the Union County Bureau of Information Technology while serving
as mayor, a full-time paid position.
According to the report, Mr.
Armstead resigned the county position in October 2016 after 18 years.
He had been paid $59,593 as a county
employee.
“I think this warrants an investigation,” the resident told the board.
The mayor is embroiled in a legal
battle with state Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), who the
mayor fired as the city’s prosecutor
after accusing him of failing to appear in municipal court 127 days
during the period of 2017 and 2018.
Mr. Scutari, in turn, accused the

mayor of leaking a report on his
Linden employment, conducted by a
consulting firm hired by the city, to
the press and has filed a $10-million
lawsuit against the mayor and city
council for libel.
Freeholder Mirabella said the Linden resident “certainly indicated
some serious allegations” against Mr.
Armstead. Mr. Mirabella said he was
sure County Manager Ed Oatman
“will take steps necessary to have an
investigation on this.”
During her comments, Freeholder
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded noted
that Mary Robinson has been named
one of CNN’s Heroes of the Year for
her efforts as founder and executive
director of Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss. Imagine, located
in Mountainside and Newark, helps
children and young adults deal with
the loss of a parent, sibling or friend.
Ten people were named to the list by
CNN watchers. The CNN audience
can vote at https://www.cnn.com/
SPECIALS/cnn.heroes/vote/10/. The
winner will receive a $100,000 prize
to benefit their cause on top of the
$10,000 they were awarded for making the list.

LEADER IN PORTUGAL...Dave Rehrer from Westfield proudly displays The
Westfield Leader at The Invitational--a recent European-Pro Am at Casa do Lago,
Portugal, flanked by Barry Guy and Tom Guy, president of Eligo golf club.
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Township Partners With
SPBPA for Small Biz. Sat.
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township of
Scotch Plains has partnered with the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association (SPBPA) this year for Small Business
Saturday on November 30.
The community in invited to join business owners, council members and township staff on the Alan Augustine Village
Green from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for and hot
chocolate and cookies in helping promote
local businesses in downtown Scotch
Plains.
“We invite residents to spend some quality time in our downtown, shopping, eating, socializing and discovering new gems
among the loyal long-time business owners,” Mayor Al Smith said. “Join me on
Park Avenue, East 2nd Street and out to
our businesses on Route 22 and Mountain
Avenue, Westfield Avenue, North and
South Avenues as well,” added Mayor
Smith. “We are so fortunate in Scotch
Plains to have many areas where our small
businesses thrive.”
“As a small business, we appreciate our
customers who support us all year long.
This year, we are joining with the township
to promote the great businesses that call

Scotch Plains home,” said Lisa Mohn,
president of the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association.
Giveaway bags with coupons for participating businesses, courtesy of the
SPBPA and local business owners will
be distributed. Please check the website
www.scotchplainsnj.gov for more information and a list of participating
businesses.
Business owners who wish to be included on the list online or by donating
something to the bags can contact Ms.
Mohn at Apple Blossom by calling
(908\) 322-4999 or stopping by the shop
at 381 Park Avenue.
Small Business Saturday was an idea
created by the credit card giant American Express on November 27, 2010.
The campaign launched in order to help
small businesses gain additional exposure and to change the way consumers
shop within their own community during the holiday season.
For more information on Small Business Saturday, visit https://
www.americanexpress.com/us/smallbusiness/shop-small/about.

Bill to Establish Program to
Detect Fentanyl Advances
TRENTON — Legislation that would
establish a program to detect fentanyl in
the illegal drug supply was approved Monday by the Senate Law and Public Safety
Committee.
The legislation, S-5445/S-3909, is
sponsored by Senate Republican Minority Leader Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield)
and Senator Kristin Corrado (R-40th,
Totowa).
The bill would require the attorney
general to establish a program to test for
fentanyl in all controlled dangerous substances seized by police in the state.
“The severity of this crisis demands
action, and I am pleased the committee
took up this bill today,” Mr. Kean said.
“With the information we learn from this
program, we can better understand where
fentanyl is most common and which neighborhoods and towns face the greatest risks.
The testing could help police track the
sources of the deadly drugs and get them
off the streets.”
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid up to 25
times more potent and dangerous than
heroin. Fentanyl-related deaths in New
Jersey have increased dramatically in recent years, and fatal overdoses involving
synthetic opioids have exploded from 38
in 2012 to 1,376 in 2017, when there were
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almost 2,000 overdose deaths in the
state.
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin (D19th, Woodbridge) said the Assembly
will vote on legislation to put an adultuse cannabis question before the voters.
“We plan to pass the measure this
year in order for New Jerseyans to have
the opportunity to make the decision in
November 2020 when we expect voter
turnout to be high due to the presidential
election,” Speaker Coughlin said.

Medical School Names
Stu. Ctr. After Nelson
NUTLEY — Hackensack Meridian
School of Medicine at Seton Hall University has named its student life center
after former Westfield High School Principal Derrick Nelson, who died earlier
this year after donating bone marrow to
a 14-year-old cancer patient.
Dr. Nelson, 44, died April 8, about
two months after undergoing a donation
procedure at Hackensack University
Medical Center that left him in a coma.
In addition to his role as principal,
Dr. Nelson served as an officer in the
U.S. Army Reserve for more than 20
years and had recently re-enlisted.
Before coming to Westfield, he was
an assistant principal in two public
schools in Orange and he began his
career in education in 2002 as a teacher
in the Plainfield School District.
Hackensack Meridian School of
Medicine is affiliated with Hackensack
University Medical Center.

Tip From Citizen Leads to
Drug Investigation, Arrest

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

GOP Gains Three Assembly Seats
As DEMS Hold 2nd District
Republicans picked up three seats in
the State Assembly on Election Day and
not five as they had hoped after mail-in
ballots have put incumbent Democrats in
the 2nd Legislation District Assembly in
the lead race, The Atlantic City Press has
reported.
After the majority of mail-in and provisional ballots were counted by Thursday morning, incumbent Assembly
Democrats Vince Mazzeo and John
Armato, both of Atlantic County, were
ahead by 2,254 and 939 votes, respectively, according to the report.
Republican candidates, Atlantic
County Freeholder John Risley and Phil
Guenther, former longtime mayor of Brigantine, have conceded the race.
The GOP did pick up two Assembly
seats as well as an unexpired Senate seat
in the 1st Legislative District as well as a
seat in the 8th district.
Come January Democrats will hold a
25-15 edge in the Senate and a 51-29
edge in the Assembly.
The next election in 2021, were all 120
seats in the Legislature are up, will come
following redistricting of New Jersey’s
40 legislative districts following the 2020
Census.
In the 1st Legislative District, which
covers Atlantic, Cape May and
Cumberland Counties in South Jersey,
Republican challenger Mike Testa defeated incumbent state Senator Bob
Andrzejczak, a Democrat, by nearly 7
percent, or 3,300 votes. The Senate seat is
the unexpired term of Democrat Jeff Van
Drew, who was elected to Congress last
year.
In the same district, Republican challengers Erik Simonsen and Antwan
McClellan defeated Democratic incumbents Bruce Land and Matthew Milam,
by over 2,400 votes.
All are unofficial tallies as the Secretary of State has not yet certified election
results.
Murphy Pushes for State Bank;
Bramnick Says ‘Very Bad Idea’
Gov. Phil Murphy on Wednesday took
the first steps to make New Jersey the first
state in a century to open a state-owned
bank, according a nj.com report. The
Democratic governor signed an executive order to form a 14-member board to
oversee the taxpayer-funded institution.
The public bank would be owned by
the state’s taxpayers, Gov. Murphy said.
“I still believe in the ability of public
banks owned by the people of New
Jersey to be a force for good in helping
small businesses succeed, in providing
student loans at affordable rates and
opening lines of credit to municipalities needing long-term infrastructure
and affordable housing,” the governor
said.
It would be the first state-owned bank

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

to open across the country in a century.
North Dakota runs the country’s only
other state-owned bank, which opened in
1919, and California recently allowed
cities to open 10 public banks statewide,
according to the report.
Assembly Republican Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) said
politicians should not be running a state
bank while state finances are a mess.
“Murphy wants to create a government
bank. That is a very, very, very bad idea,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Do you really want
New Jersey to manage a bank? We have
over $200 billion in underfunded liabilities and debt. That is not a good record.
New Jersey politicians are not bankers
and never should be. Governor Murphy
is absolutely wrong. Call Governor
Murphy now and tell him, ‘no state bank.’”
Sherrill Falls Short In Race
For Leadership Post
New Jersey freshman Congresswoman
Mikie Sherrill (D-11th, Montclair) fell
short in the race last week to succeed
former Congresswoman Katie Hill (DCalifornia) as the liaison to the freshman
class in the House Democrats’ leadership
team, according to media reports.
Congresswoman Veronica Escobar (DTex.) was elected to the position. Also
running for the leadership post was Congresswoman Susie Lee (D-Nev.) and
Congresswoman Lauren Underwood (DIll.).
Woman Removed by Troopers
From Senate Panel Hearing
Sue Altman, director of New Jersey
Working Families, was removed by State
Troopers during Monday’s Senate Select
Committee on Economic Growth Strategies hearing featuring powerbroker
George Norcross, according to 4 NBC
New York report.
Senator Bob Smith had troopers remove those disrupting the hearing. Mr.
Norcross says a task force established
by Governor Phil Murphy, an insurance broker and chairman of the Cooper University Hospital board, unfairly
targets him as parts of its probe on tax
breaks.
Bill to Require Bus Safety Mgr.
Approved By Assembly Panel
Legislation to require boards of education and school bus contractors to
employ school bus safety personnel was
approved by the Assembly Transportation and Independent Authorities Committee on Monday.
Earlier this year, six measures were
signed into law bolstering school safety
regulations as a result of the investigation
into a school bus accident in Paramus last
May.
This bill addresses concerns raised after the accident of an apparent disconnect
between student transportation and the
school districts. To help bridge the gap in
communication, the bill, A-4343, would
designate someone as a school bus safety
manager.
Under the bill, a school bus safety
manager’s responsibilities would include: ensuring compliance with state
and federal laws, rules, and regulations
regarding school bus safety; providing
periodic training in the proper use of
emergency equipment; and the application of industry best practices for avoiding accidents.
The bill will now go to the Assembly
Speaker for further consideration.

CRANFORD — After a tip from a
concerned citizen, the Cranford Police
Department arrested two men in connection with illegal drug activity taking place
on Hawthorne Street in Cranford. After
days of watching the home, detectives
were able to identify Kevin Frullo, 46, as
the resident of the Cranford home and
suspected him of engaging in drug activity, according to a press release issued by
the department.
On the morning of November 13, 2019,
members of the Cranford Police Investigative Division setup surveillance in the
vicinity and arrested Frullo outside of his
home and charged him with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and possession of drug paraphernalia.

In addition, a 2019 Honda Civic was
also stopped in the area after detectives
witnessed the operator conduct a drug
transaction with Frullo. Police arrested
Wesley Atherely, 38, of Newark and
charged him with several counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession of drug
paraphernalia. On scene detectives located and seized over 500 folds of heroin,
28 bags of Cocaine, three bags of crack
cocaine and $2,046 in cash from
Atherely’s vehicle, according to the release.
Both men were processed at Cranford
Police Headquarters and released pending a Union County State Superior Court
appearance.

Senators Aim to Put Pot
Legalization on Ballot
TRENTON — Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) and Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden),
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, have announced the introduction
of legislation to seek voter approval of a
constitutional amendment to legalize adult
use marijuana in New Jersey.
“We are moving forward with a plan to
seek voter approval to legalize adult use
marijuana in New Jersey. We introduced
legislation [Monday] to authorize a public referendum for a proposal that will
lead to the creation of a system that allows
adults to purchase and use marijuana for
recreational purposes in a responsible
way. This initiative will bring cannabis
out of the underground so that it can be
controlled to ensure a safe product, strictly
regulated to limit use to adults and have
sales subjected to the sales tax,” the two

Senators said in a statement.
“We will have the Legislature vote on
the plan during the current legislative
session and expect the proposal to be on
the ballot in 2020, when voter turnout
will be maximized for the national election. We are confident it will be approved
by the Senate, the Assembly and the
voters. We made further attempts to generate additional support in the Senate to
get this done legislatively, but we recognize that the votes just aren’t there. We
respect the positions taken by legislators
on what is an issue of conscience.
“We will now move forward with a
plan that helps correct social and legal
injustices that have had a discriminatory
impact on communities of color. We can
make real progress towards social justice
at the same time that cannabis is made
safe and legal,” the Senators concluded.

Bill on Driver Distractions
Advances In Assembly
TRENTON, N.J. – State legislation,
A-2499, creating task force on driver
distractions, advanced out of the Assembly Transportation and Independent Authorities Committee on Monday.
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz’s (R21st, Summit) is one of the prime sponsors of the bill that would establish a task
force to study and make recommendations concerning the impact of driver
distractions on road and highway safety.
“Anything that takes your attention away
from driving can be a distraction,” stated
Asw. Munoz. “Whether it’s sending a
text message, talking on a cell phone or
using a navigation system, any of these
distractions can endanger the driver and
others.”
Under the bill, the task force is to
consist of 13 members. A member of the
County Prosecutors Association of New
Jersey, New Jersey State Municipal Prosecutors Association, New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police, Insurance Council of New Jersey, and Driving School Association of New Jersey
would be appointed to the task force. In
addition, three public members with education or experience in highway traffic
safety are to be appointed by the Governor, one of whom is to be recommended
by the president of the Senate and one of

whom is to be recommended by the
speaker of the General Assembly. The
commissioner of transportation, commissioner of education, chief administrator of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission, director of the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety, and superintendent of State Police would serve as exofficios.
“Combating the issue of distracted driving needs a task force made up of various
key members with expertise in this area in
order to continue the fight against unsafe
and distracted driving practices,” Asw.
Munoz said.
The task force is to organize within 120
days after the appointment of the three
public members and select a chairperson.
The Division of Highway Traffic Safety is
to provide the necessary professional and
clerical staff to the task force. Five members of the commission would constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.
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Largest Selection of...
Prices Effective
Wed. 11/20 Sat. 11/30

Your Favorites
at GREAT Prices!
NO CLUB CARDS OR MEMBERSHIP FEES! Just the LOW PRICES on the Brands YOU WANT!

39

$

99
750 ML

Basil Hayden
Bourbon

34

$

99
750 ML

29

99

$

29

99
750 ML

36

$

99

9

99

750 ML

Beringer
Founders
“ALL TYPES”

13

$

99

1.75 L

Bombay
Sapphire
Gin

85

$

99

Jameson
Irish
Whiskey

$

12

$

1.75 L

99
750 ML

Kendall Jackson
Vintners
Reserve
Chardonnay

1799
$
1599
$
1399
$
1099
$

Cabernet
Sauvignon
Merlot

750 ML

750 ML

8

750 ML

19 Crimes
“ALL TYPES”
EXCLUDES THE WARDEN

Sauvignon
Blanc

28

$

99
1 LITER

13

750 ML

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon
Blanc

FINAL
PRICE

$119.94
-$60.00
$
99

59

19

$

32

99
1.75 L

Johnnie
Walker
Scotch
Red Label

49

$

Bacardi
Rum

12

$

99
1.5 L

9

$

99
750 ML

LAS ALTURAS,
CLARK & TELEPHONE
OR DAIRYMAN

RIESLING,
HARVEST SELECT
OR DRY RIESLING

1.5 L

Santa
Margherita

750 ML

18

99
750 ML

Whispering
Angel Rose

19

$

Meiomi

99

13

$

Erath

750 ML

Macallan
12-Yr. Old
Double Cask

19

$

99

1.5 L

99

750 ML

79

$

3L

99

48

$

99

Gold
Label

3099
$
1999

$

750 ML

Tan
Label
or Modus

750 ML

Ruffino
Wines
Mionetto
Brut

1399
$ 99
9

$

750 ML

Veuve
Clicquot
Brut

750 ML

Silver Oak
Alexander Valley
Cabernet
Sauvignon

Pinot
Noir

Pinot
Grigio

$

99

“ALL TYPES”

Chat. Ste.
Michelle

13
$
2199

51

$

Black Box

Belle Glos
Pinot Noir

99

FINAL PRICE

“ALL TYPES”

750 ML

$

per btl.

Woodbridge

99

Ruffino
Lumina

9

$ 99

1.75 L

LIGHT OR DARK

$

After MFR. Mail-In Rebate

99

Baileys
Irish Cream

750 ML

99

ShopRite
Sale Price
MFR Mail-In
Rebate

Crown
Royal

Simi Sonoma
County Wines

$

1.75 L/$19.29–CASE OF 6

1.75 L

750 ML

Chardonnay

$ 99

99

Patrón
Silver
Tequila

750 ML

Josh Cellars
Cabernet
Sauvignon

48

$

Jim Beam
White Label

Hendrick’s
Gin

$

1.75 L

Smirnoff Vodka 80 or Flavors

Ca'Tullio
or
Zuccotti

750 ML

750 ML

Proseccos

PRICES IN THIS AD ONLY AVAILABLE AT STORES LISTED BELOW...
ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

Caldwell

Westﬁeld

478 Bloomﬁeld Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006
(973) 226-8400

333 South Avenue E., Westﬁeld, NJ 07090
(908) 232-8700

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Caldwell. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. We reserve the right to limit quantities to four (4) units
of any sale items. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed. Nov. 20 thru Sat., Nov. 30, 2019,
at ShopRite Liquors of ShopRite Wines of Caldwell & Westﬁeld, only. •Lowest acquisition price allowable by NJ ABC law will prevail.
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As Citizens of Free and Prosperous
Nation, We Give Our Thanks
Next week we celebrate Thanksgiving, which for
most of us means the coming together of family and
friends, a smorgasbord of delights ranging from
turkey to pumpkin pie, and perhaps the big football
game – all made especially festive by brilliant autumn hues and the start of the holiday season.
At such a busy time of year, with so much to prepare
for, it is easy to take for granted the privileges and
opportunities most of us experience daily as citizens
of the United States, but which are a luxury or nonexistent in many other parts of the world.
The majority of us need not wonder how we will
feed, shelter, educate or obtain medical care for their
children. We need not fear persecution or worse
because of cultural or religious differences, nor the
threat that an armed conflict could wipe out our
home, our town or our entire way of life in a single
day.
We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our
own leaders. We can travel outside our homeland,
associate with whom we choose, and pursue our

dreams as far as our ambition and hard work will
take us, regardless of our background.
It was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims
courage to venture across the Atlantic to begin new
lives in an unfamiliar and uncharted land; that
fueled the American colonists’ fight for independence more than a century afterwards and inspired
countless men and women to risk their lives in
defense of these freedoms ever since.
While our society is not flawless, and there are
many within our own borders who struggle against
hunger, homelessness and other woes, we continue
to stand tall for our strength as a nation and for the
ideals we represent. So as you sit around your
holiday table, take an extra moment to contemplate
the many things for which we have to be grateful.
Then take another moment to remember all of those
people, both here and abroad, who face a daily battle
just to survive, live with dignity, or carve out a better
tomorrow for their children. And to all our readers,
and your families – our best wishes for a happy and
healthy Thanksgiving Day.

Will Cranford School District
Benefit From Birchwood PILOT?
The decision reached last week by the Cranford
Township Committee to commit 70 percent of revenue from the Birchwood redevelopment project to
the board of education over the first two years of the
30-year PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) is good
for the school system.
The school district will receive 55 percent of
revenue from the PILOT in years three to five. It is
evident the township knew the potential impact the
225-unit development could have on Cranford
schools from the 99 students a demographer estimated the district will receive from the Birchwood
apartment complex and acted accordingly. Under
state law, the township could have kept 95 percent of
the revenue, with the remaining 5 percent going to
Union County government.
Township Committee member Thomas Hannen,
Jr., who was mayor when the PILOT was approved
in 2018 with the new developer, Birchwood Developers Urban Renewal, said at last week’s township
committee meeting that the district was at an “immediate disadvantage” with the possible student population increase. He proposed that 80 percent of the
revenue go to the district.
Previous plans for Birchwood called for construction of 360 housing units. After exhausting its legal
options, the township purchased the property at 215235 Birchwood Avenue for $18 million from the

previous developer, S. Hekemian Group. The township brought on another developer, Garden Communities/Birchwood Developers Associates, LLC, and
reached an agreement with that developer to reduce
the total units at Birchwood to 225. Cranford then
sold the property to Birchwood Developers Urban
Renewal for $18.5 million.
The township approved the PILOT with the developer in 2018. Under that agreement, the township
will receive 11 percent from the annual gross revenue over a 30-year period.
Board of education officials attended last week’s
township committee workshop agenda meeting to
take part in a discussion on the PILOT and seem
satisfied with the outcome.
“The township committee has been very considerate, assuring the funds will benefit both the children
and the community,” Board of Education President
Kurt Petschow, Jr. said.
After five years of the PILOT, the township
expects to get a better feel of how much the
student population increases in Cranford schools
from Birchwood and decide if the 55-percent
number needs to be reduced, increased or kept the
same.
The township is expected to introduce the PILOT
ordinance at its Tuesday, November 26 meeting.
Will it cover all of the school costs?
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Letters to the Editor
Police Advise Posting On Social Media
Is Dangerous For Our Juveniles
We are writing this letter, myself
along with Chief Trigo of the Fanwood
Police Department, to the members
of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
communities. As I’m sure all of you
are aware, we recently had a situation
where a juvenile student of the SPF
HS allowed a controversial picture to
be taken of himself which was posted
on social media. A third party saw the
picture, and decided to repost it. From
there it went viral.
However distasteful as this picture
is, the individual in the picture is a
juvenile, who thought that it was just
his small group of friends that would
see it. Once the picture was posted
and went viral through various modes
of social media, the threads that followed alleged that there was a “threat”
to the school. The juvenile in the
picture never made any threats, never
wanted the picture to get forwarded
for everyone to see on social media,
and even told our detectives that he
understands that what he did was
wrong and does not blame anyone for
being upset with him as he knows
what he did could be hurtful to others.
Many of the comments made were
from adults. This incident made it to
the New Jersey State Police and the
Office of Homeland Security, who
called our department to let us know
that they heard about the “threat.” All
of this from a photograph, of a juve-

nile, who thought that he was in the
company and privacy of his friends.
Furthermore, we recognize that the
content of the post contained hateful
symbols, this is very serious and not
tolerated in our communities.
Reposting these symbols is perpetuating the hate! We write this letter to hopefully get across the point
that our parents need to be responsible role models for our children.
They need to think about what they
post on social media and how it may
be interpreted by others.
While we expect our juvenile community to make mistakes, we also
expect them to learn from the adults
in the community. If you do personally know of a threat to our communities, please let the police know first!
While we do our best to monitor
social media, posting something is
not the same as reporting it to the
police.
When people post hearsay, they
can cause panic to the rest of the
members of our communities.
We will be working with the SPF
BOE to present a seminar in the near
future to discuss social media issues
and how they can cause more harm
than good. Please think before you
post!
Chief Ted Conley, SPPD
Chief Rich Trigo, FPD

Library Friends Give Thanks
To The Westfield Town Staff
The Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library would like to thank
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, Director of DPW Greg O’Neil, and Richard Eubanks and the staff at the
DPW for their assistance in the installation of the Friends’ latest Little Free
Library. We are grateful for all the
help they have given us.
This library, which was donated by
Adriana Vergara who created it as an
art project while a student at Westfield
High School, is dedicated to children’s
books and has been installed at the
playground in Mindowaskin Park.
This new Little Free Library joins six

others sponsored by the Friends, located at Tamaques Park next to the
tennis courts, at the southside train
station, in Mindowaskin Park, on
Walnut Street adjacent to the Elm
Street soccer field, on Clark Street
across from the Y and on Palsted
Avenue by the Westfield Community
Center.
The Friends invite everyone to enjoy these libraries and to “Take a
Book, Leave a Book.”
Harriet Davidson and Michael Miller
Co-Chairs, Little Free Libraries
Committee

Rep. Schiff Should Respect
The Separation of Powers
Montesquieu (“The Spirit of the
Laws”) coined the expression “separation of powers” in his argument for
having executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government to prevent
the concentration of political power.
James Madison in Federalist Paper 51
(“The Structure of Government Must
Furnish the Proper Checks and Balances
between the Different Governments”)
advised, “each department should have
a will of its own...the members of each
department should be as little dependent
as possible on those of the other....”
Hence checks and balances!
But Charles Pinckney at the Constitutional Convention warned that Congress could use the check of impeachment as “a rod over the Executive and by
that means effectively destroy his independence.” Madison in Federalist Paper
49 (Method of Guarding Against the
Encroachments of Any Department of
Government) wanted against “the invasions” of one branch by another.
United States Representative Adam
Schiff, who is orchestrating the impeachment inquiry, asserts that the failure of
certain Trump administration officials
to testify before Congress is “future evidence of an effort by the administration
to obstruct the lawful and constitutional
duties of Congress.” He has threatened
“contempt of Congress.” He states, “We
would levy fines on those who are not
cooperating. You could fine someone
$25,000 a day until they comply. You
could do that.”
Representative Schiff who is a lawyer
should know better! The Supreme Court
in United States v. Nixon, 418 UJ.S. 685
(1974) recognized the importance of
executive privilege in protecting the
“confidentiality of his (President) conversations and correspondence...There

is a presumptive privilege of communications. The privilege is fundamental to
the operation of Government, and inextricably rooted in the separation of powers under the Constitution.” Executive
privilege, however, is “not absolute.” A
President may not assert it when there is
“the demonstrated, specific need for evidence in a pending criminal case.” Therefore, President Nixon was required to
turn over the Watergate tapes and other
materials to the Federal District Court
for the District of Columbia in the criminal trial involving the Watergate burglary.
Representative Schiff cannot claim
what the Court had never decided. The
court was not deciding “congressional
demands for information...We address
only the conflict between the President’s
assertion of a generalized privilege of
confidentiality and the constitutional
need for relevant evidence in criminal
cases.”
The impeachment inquiry now before
the House of Representatives is not a
pending criminal case and the House of
Representatives is not a court of law.
Representative Schiff is not a law not
himself. The Supreme Court in the Nixon
case declared that “it is the province and
the duty of this Court to say what the law
is with respect to the claim of executive
privilege in this case.” The courts, not
Congress, not the media, and not the
public determine when a President may
claim executive privilege.
The ability of the President to conduct
foreign policy or most anything else for
that matter and indeed the very future of
the executive branch are at stake when
sight is lost of fundamental constitutional principles.
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Councilman-Elect Jim Boyes
Thanks Supporters
After months of canvassing and
listening to the concerns of residents,
it was humbling to hear the results on
election night. I am excited to begin
working on behalf of my Ward One
neighbors with our Mayor and Town
Council and would like to thank the
voters for putting their trust in me. I
learned a lot while running for office,
not the least of which was the value of
teamwork.
I want to thank my wonderful wife
and Campaign Manager, Maria, for
her unwavering support during my
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State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

council run. I also want to thank my
friends and volunteers for all of their
hard work and dedication. I could not
have done any of it without their help
in distributing literature, making
phone calls, putting up signs, and
inviting me into their homes.
I am grateful for the privilege of
serving Westfield and look forward
to getting to work in January. In the
meantime, I wish everyone a safe and
happy holiday season.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

Jim Boyes
Westfield
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TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cicerone – A guide or person who
shows sight-seers the features of a place
2. Daleth – The fourth letter of the
Hebrew alphabet
3. Ischemia – A suppression of the
flow of blood in an organ or tissue
4. Shent – Put to shame
MICROPTEROUS
1. Having razorlike teeth
2. Short-winged or short-finned
3. Short-haired
4. Having short or small jaws
DAGOBA
1. Buddhist monumental structure containing the relics of Buddha
2. A dugout canoe
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. The head of a household in India
SUPERALIMENTATION
1. The ability to redigest food, as with
cows
2. Very high metabolism
3. Overactive bladder
4. Excess eating
ATHEROMA
1. Wetland; bogs
2. An encysted tumor, containing
cheesy matter
3. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme
4. Discharge of mucous from any bodily
opening

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES
ORDINANCE 19-16-S
THE BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED
HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY
ADOPTED ON NOVEMBER 18, 2019 AND
THE 20-DAY PERIOD OF LIMITATION
WITHIN WHICH A SUIT, ACTION OR
PROCEEDING QUESTIONING THE VALIDITY OF SUCH ORDINANCE CAN BE
COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED IN THE
LOCAL BOND LAW, HAS BEGUN TO
RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS STATEMENT.
ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK
BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 17-13-S FINALLY
ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
NEW JERSEY ON SEPTEMBER 5, 2017
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of
all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Bond Ordinance of the
Borough Council of the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union, New
Jersey (the “Borough”) entitled “Bond Ordinance Providing Appropriation Of
$1,012,000 For Streetscape Improvements
Along South Avenue By And For The Borough Of Fanwood In The County Of Union,
New Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance
Of $199,500 In Bonds Or Notes Of The
Borough For Financing Part Of The Appropriation” finally adopted on September 5,
2017 (the “Ordinance”) is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.
Section 2. The Ordinance is hereby
amended by (a) deleting the reference of
“$1,012,000” for the appropriation and
estimated cost and “$199,500” for the estimated maximum amount of bonds or
notes and substituting in lieu therefor
“$1,437,000” and “$1,426,500”, respectively; and by (b) deleting the reference to
“$210,000” for Section 20 costs and substituting in lieu therefor “$425,000”.
Section 3. The capital budget of the
Borough is hereby amended to conform
with the provisions of this ordinance to the
extent of any inconsistency herewith. The
resolutions in the form promulgated by the
Local Finance Board showing full detail of
the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services is
on file with the Clerk and is available there
for public inspection.
Section 4. This Section 4 constitutes a
declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2. The
Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvements prior to the date that the Borough
incurs debt obligations under this Bond
Ordinance. The Borough reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with
the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the
Borough under this Bond Ordinance. The
maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the
costs of the Improvements is $1,426,500.
Section 5. All other provisions of the
Ordinance shall remain unchanged.
Section 6. This amendatory bond ordinance shall take effect twenty days after
the first publication thereof after final adoption as provided by Local Bond Law.
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $74.46

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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Westfield Town Announces Call for
Board, Committee Volunteers
WESTFIELD – The Town of
Westfield has opened its 2020 call for
volunteers to fill anticipated openings in its boards, commissions, and
Mayor’s advisory councils. Residents
can now visit www.westfieldnj.gov/
volunteer to review full descriptions
of each group and submit an application for their areas of interest.
“The public’s response to our online
call for volunteers has been overwhelming since we implemented this
process two years ago,” said Mayor
Shelley Brindle. “Our community’s
eagerness to engage and lend their
time and expertise continues to impress me, and with 2020 shaping up
to be a pivotal year on a number of
fronts, we need volunteers now more
than ever.”
In addition to the established
boards, commissions, and councils,
the town is seeking additional volunteers to assist with the planning and
execution of Westfield 300, the year-

long celebration of Westfield’s 300th
anniversary in 2020. Westfield 300
events are expected to include the
anchor events of a town-wide outdoor celebration in June and an enhanced year-end holiday event next
December to cap the anniversary year.
Over the course of 2020, ongoing
Westfield 300 programming will also
be scheduled, with historical lectures/
re-enactments, musical events, architectural tours, a commemorative book,
and additional opportunities to be
finalized in the coming weeks and
months among business owners, residents, and community organizations.
Residents with expertise in event planning, fundraising, marketing/communications, and merchandising are encouraged to volunteer.
Applications will be accepted
through Friday, December 13, with
appointments made prior to the Tuesday, January 7 annual town reorganization meeting.

A Proposed Remedy For
America’s Hate Epidemic
Problems are abounding as never
before lacking solutions as never before. A threatening and tearing-usapart one is that of vitriolic hate which
is dividing our country. So let’s examine its dynamics before recommending a remedy.
Adler, Freud, Jung and Dostoevsky
had much to say about the dynamics
of human behavior. Adler postulated
that people are driven by the desire to
be superior to others. Much of this
dynamic involves the quest for recognition. Freud postulated that sex, in
its broad context, is the principal driving force while Jung attributed it to
the quest for security. The truth, of
course, is that all three factors drive
human behavior the magnitude of
which depends on the individual and
cultural status quo.
Before our explosive technological revolution there were substantial
cultural limitations on the free expressions of these characteristics. At
my age I’ve witnessed such limitations. For example, regarding recognition, not to talk about oneself too
much was the rule. Regarding sex, it
was a virtue limited to marriage and
also to bring forth children. Regarding security, the family and religion
were there to care for and comfort its
troubled members.
Then came the technological revolution where limitations on the expression of personal behavior were
expeditiously removed and, pari
passu, individual freedom unleashed.
Regarding recognition, the internet
has unleashed its global 24/7 expression. Regarding sex, almost any expression is becoming increasingly acceptable. Regarding security, freedom from family obligations and religious beliefs enhanced by increased
mobility continue to undermine it.
Parallel to increased freedom has been
an abounding increase in cultural hate.
Regarding excessive freedom,
Dostoevsky, while witnessing 19th
Russian anarchy, wrote, “Too much
satisfaction of men’s desires breeds
in men a multitude of senseless, stupid desires and habits that instead of
promoting unity and brotherhood,
they encourage division and isolation.” He correctly predicted that such
unleased freedom would lead to the
Soviet Union which ruthlessly controlled human behavior. And in our
country, parallel to increased freedom, we are seeing this accelerating
trend toward pervasive government
control such as successful attempts to
control speech and individual behavior.
Our freedom escalation is, unless
by war or a CRISPR-induced viral
plague, unstoppable. In diverse ways,
corporations, government, universities and multiple media outlets – in a
virtual cabal based on self-interest
and self-deception – all fuel this destructive freedom movement and, by
doing so, fuel our growing toxic national hate.
So what do I have to offer as a
remedy? Honestly speaking, every
time I meditate on potential remedies

Shine a Spotlight
on Your Business
goleader.com/form/bulletin

for specific problems such as the waning of patriotism, I always end up in
the same ballpark. There is a broad
cultural justifiable distrust of both
our institutions and leaders. So, regarding the hate epidemic, it makes
compelling sense to establish a remedy based on establishing such trusted
leaders. I then asked myself what is
the known antidote to hate? It’s, yes,
love – but love on a grand, national
scale that can move the American
spirit which history proves can be
done as demonstrated by two religious giants, Reverend Billy Graham
and Bishop Fulton J. Sheen who, in
different ways, preached the message
of the power of love which was embraced by millions of Americans.
And now the proposal: An organization independent of existing institutions led by trustworthy and media
savvy, talented men and women
should be, with no strings attached,
established and funded by Christians
and Jews who are preferred targets of
the haters. The charge of this organization will be to plan ways to deliver
the message of love to the modern
mind. There’s little doubt that there is
a national hunger for such messages.
Cicero, echoed by Machiavelli, observed that people, in difficult times,
readily embrace trustworthy leaders.
And, finally, there is an urgency to
move forward for hate is a highly
energetic and infectious motivator.
Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield
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Happy Thanksgiving

Welcome Kids
Back From
College For
Holiday Break!

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving everyone from the staff of The Westfield Leader.

November 18 Marks 98th Annual
American Education Week
In 1974 President Gerald Ford proclaimed this week American Education Week to raise awareness about
the critical need to provide every
child with a quality public education.
He wrote, “The greatness of a nation
of free institutions is measured by the
degree of enlightenment of its citizens. By that measure ours is a great
Nation.” He themed that first years
American Education Week, “Stay
Involved.” He stated, “[ know that all
Americans will resolve to stay involved in the educational process, for
the knowledge we impart to our children today, will determine the future
of our people.”
As president of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education I’d like
to take this opportunity to acknowledge and say thank you to all of our
community members and teachers that
are involved and stay involved in the
educational process of our children.
It is SPF’s caring teachers, education
support professionals, substitute educators, and parents that make the dif-

ference in a child’s learning and their
future. As your partners on the Board
of Education, we see your tireless
pursuits in always trying to provide
the best possible learning outcomes
for our children. Each day you reinforce this year’s American Education
Week’s theme of “Reach. Educate.
Inspire.”
I know as well as you do, that our
work in educating ourselves and our
children is never done, but I’m honored to be able” to take this moment
and say thank you.
Dr. Karen Kulikowski, President
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

NJ Assembly Democrats Advance Bills
To Re-Classify Employees
TRENTON – Six measures were approved Monday by the Assembly Labor
Committee to prohibit classifying workers as independent contractors, rather
than as employees.
The legislation stems from recommendations made by the Governor’s Task
Force on Employees in July. According to the report, employers have increased
part-time hiring 40 percent in the last 10 years and has become a growing
avoidance of tax revenue.
Construction employees misclassification resulted in state income taxes not
being paid for up to $11 million in off-the-books employment and nearly $9
million from employment of misclassified workers.
The Bills are A-5838, A-5842, A-5843, A-5839, A-5840 and A-5841.
*****
Editorial Comment: This Draconian Legislation in our view will result in
the loss of thousands of jobs, make New Jersey even more business unfriendly,
and is a government money grab. This will force us to lay off people. We call
for these legislators to be voted out of office.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

North Improvement, LLC Pop-Up Shop!
Fairview Cemetery announces the opening of Pond View Mausoleum.

After a lifetime of involvement in the local community, Hayden
and Joe Kopser are extremely excited to bring their digital
insurance brokerage to you with a 6-day pop-up shop in
Westfield, the first week of December!

Fairview Announces New Mausoleum
WESTFIELD — Fairview
Cemetery, located at 1100 East Broad
Street, Westfield, is excited to
announce the opening of Pond View
Mausoleum, the most recent addition
to its collection of above ground
interment structures. Fairview
Cemetery and Arboretum, which
celebrated its 150th anniversary in
2018, consists of 105 acres of
beautifully landscaped rolling hills.
Fairview maintains a high standard
of care and maintenance for all
structures within its grounds.
Pond View Mausoleum is
classically designed in an open air
colonnade style which also provides
shelter for its visitors. Constructed
of polished granite, this grand

structure is complemented by a slate
roof. Pond View Mausoleum is
ideally situated to maximize the
spectacular views of Bunnell Pond
and the distant rolling hills and the
many species of trees. Fairview offers
a wide array of burial options, and at
Pond View, clientele may choose
between 252 crypts and 220 niches.
The public is always welcome to
enter through the historic East Broad
Street gates to inspect the facilities or
simply to stroll the grounds. The
cemetery staff welcomes the
opportunity to answer any inquires
you may have and can be reached at
908-232-0781.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Come for the free donuts, coffee & giveaways, stay for the insurance!
When?
Mon 12/2 - Thu 12/5:
9:00am – 6:00pm

Fri 12/6:
1:00pm – 6:00pm

Sat 12/7:
9:00am – 6:00pm

Where?

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

220 Lenox Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 (Business Energy - Downstairs)

Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Thursday, November 21, 2019

What?

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

We can help you, your family, and your business become better protected
with:
• Free insurance policy reviews and discussions
• Free risk consultations for families & businesses
• Competitive quotes from dozens of industry leading insurance providers
• Cybersecurity advice and insurance solutions

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
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Helen D. Mavraganis, Lived In Westfield;
Devoted to Her Family and Church
Helen Mavraganis, 96, passed loving sons and daughters-in-law,
away peacefully on Wednesday, No- Peter J. and Elizabeth Mavraganis
vember 13, 2019. Born in Brook- and Theodore D. and Barbara
lyn, N.Y., she resided
Mavraganis; six grandin Westfield, N.J.,
children,
Gregory
Hamilton, N.J., and
Mavraganis, John Peter
most recently at HomeMavraganis, Elizabeth
stead Village in
Mavraganis, Andrew
Lancaster, Pa.
Mavraganis, Theodore
Helen was predeJ. Mavraganis and Chrisceased by her husband,
tine Mavraganis, and six
John Mavraganis, a cagreat-grandchildren.
reer employee of IBM
Helen’s greatest joy was
Corporation. Helen
celebration and frequent
was a devoted mother
family gatherings.
and homemaker. ToA Memorial Service
gether they were
will be held at 11 a.m.
Helen Mavraganis
founding members of
today, Thursday, Nothe Holy Trinity Greek
vember 21, 2019, at the
Orthodox Church in Westfield and Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Helen was an active participant and Church, 250 Gallows Hill Road,
officer of the Ladies Philoptochos Westfield, N.J. Interment will imSociety. She contributed her talents mediately follow at Fairview Cemfor baking and preparing Greek deli- etery, 1100 East Broad Street,
cacies to the annual festival pro- Westfield. In lieu of flowers, megrams and offered her energies morial contributions may be made
teaching Sunday School.
to the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Daughter of the late Harry Dukas Church. To leave an online condoand Mary Dukas of Sparta, Greece, lence for the family, please visit
she is survived by a sister, Letty www.DeBordSnyder.com.
November 21, 2019
Kerasiotis, of Queens, N.Y.; two

Constance D. Giguere
Former Resident of Westfield
Constance D. Giguere, 93, of
Lopatcong Township, N.J., formerly of Westfield, N.J., passed
away on Tuesday, November 12,
2019, at the Brakeley Park Center.
Born February 3, 1926, in
Lewiston, Maine, she was the
daughter of the late Emile Dumont
and Armosa Blais Dumont. Mrs.
Giguere was also predeceased by
her husband, the late Gerard
Giguere, who passed in 2005.
She was a member of St. Philip
& St. James Catholic Church in
Phillipsburg, N.J.
Survivors are her children, Louise
Morgan and her husband, John, of
Scotch Plains, N.J., Helene
Meissner and her husband, James,
of Phillipsburg, N.J., Jeanne Hagen
of Lopatcong Township, N.J., Marc
Giguere and his wife, Lauren, of
Schnecksville, Pa., and Richard
Giguere and his wife, Dina, of

Pay Tribute to
Your Loved One
goleader.com/form/obituary

Manasquan, N.J. Additionally, she
is survived by 15 grandchildren; 14
great-grandchildren; a sister, Sylvia
Martel of North Carolina, and many
loving nieces and nephews. Mrs.
Giguere was also predeceased by
her sisters Lorraine Maheu, Muriel
Cote and Henrietta Domingue and
her brother, Julien Dumont.
Calling hours will be held on Friday, November 22, 2019, from 2 to
4 and 6 to 8 p.m., at the Finegan
Funeral Home, 302 Heckman Street,
Phillipsburg, N.J. A Funeral Mass
will be held on Saturday, November
23, 2019, at 10 a.m., at St. Philip &
St. James Catholic Church, 430 S.
Main Street, Phillipsburg, N.J.
08865. The interment will be at Saint
Philip and Saint James Cemetery in
Greenwich Township, N.J. Visit
www.fineganfh.com.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Heart
Association at Eastern States,
American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association, P.O.
Box 417005, Boston, MA 02241700, or the NORWESCAP Food
Bank, 201 North Broad Street,
Phillipsburg, N.J. 08865.
November 21, 2019
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– Obituaries –
Antonino ‘Tony’ Pafumi, 85,
Longtime Resident, Business Owner
Antonino “Tony” Pafumi, 85, (Lenny); his sons, Salvatore
passed away on Saturday, Novem- (Paula), Anthony and John; his
ber 16, 2019, at Morristown Me- grandchildren, Jennifer Feldman
morial Hospital. Born
(Brian), Erica Valentini
in Motta Camastra, Sic(Nicholas), Christina
ily, he and his late wife,
Aleman (Anthony),
Giovannina, came to the
Giovanna
Hayes
United States in 1956
(Brian), Mia, Anthony
and settled in Westfield.
and Marie Elena Pafumi
Tony was the owner
and Giannina Libitz, and
of Anthony Pafumi
his great-grandchildren,
Contractors
in
Emma Rose, Lucas,
Westfield. He started
Nicholas, Stella and Anthe business in 1960 and
thony James. His beretired in 2004.
loved wife, Giovannina,
He was a parishioner
passed away in 2015.
of the Holy Trinity RoVisitation will be at the
man Catholic Church in
Dooley Colonial Funeral
Tony Pafumi
Westfield for the past
Home, 556 Westfield Av63 years and served as a Eucharis- enue, Westfield, today, Thursday,
tic Minister for many years. He November 21, 2019, from 3 to 8
was also a longtime member of the p.m. The Funeral Mass will be at
Italian American Club in Westfield. the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
In his spare time, Tony loved to Church, 315 First Street, Westfield,
garden at his home and was known on Friday, November 22, at 10 a.m.
for growing beautiful fruits and Interment will follow at Fairview
vegetables. More than anything, Cemetery in Westfield. In lieu of
Tony loved spending time with his flowers, donations may be made to
family — especially his grand- the Westfield Rescue Squad.
children.
For additional information or to
Surviving are his daughters, sign the guestbook, visit
Nancy Somma (Tony), Maria www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
November 21, 2019
Fuentes and Gloria Pafumi-Libitz

SPIRITED SERVICE...Service for Service volunteers rev up to pack 118,000
meals for Feed My Starving Children at the Evangel Church in Scotch Plains.
These meals will ultimately feed 324 children in need for just over a year. The
project was just one of many held throughout the day.

Evangel Touches Many Lives
Through Service Projects
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Evangel Church of Scotch Plains sent ap-
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P: 908-789-7310 | E: info@roundtablewealth.com
/LPLWHGWLPHRIIHUYDOLGWKUX

proximately 1,200 volunteers out into
the streets of Scotch Plains, Plainfield,
Fanwood and Woodbridge as part of
Service for Service on October 13.
Hundreds of volunteers packed
more than 118,000 meals for Feed
My Starving Children, which will feed
324 malnourished children for just
over a year. Other volunteers helped
build two homes with Habitat for
Humanity, while local first responders were treated to surprise lunches.
Another group of volunteers went
to three public schools to paint,
while some went to visit patients at
the local veterans’ hospital and nursing homes. In addition, over 50 local homes received some muchneeded handiwork. Yet another
group of volunteers helped rehab a
room and kitchen at the Plainfield
Cultural Arts Center. In total, more
than 30 projects were completed.
Birthed out of the havoc wrought
by Superstorm Sandy, Service for
Service volunteers give up one Sunday service every other year to take
part in community service projects
throughout the area.
“One of our core values is that
‘We Live on Mission,’ and Service
for Service is a living example of
this. It was so exciting to see our
congregation mobilize to be the
hands and feet of Jesus in our communities,” said Evangel Senior Pastor Chris Morante.
Anyone was able to sign up for
Service for Service. Leading up to
the event, the Evangel Church
sought recommendations for local
community projects, such as residents who needed handiwork help.
“We asked God to lead us to our
neighbors that needed to be reminded
of His love. Our partnering organizations helped us identify projects that
would have maximum impact. Service for Service creates opportunities
to live out our value, ‘We Row Together,’ and this year, we really felt the
power of it in action,” Pastor Morante
added. “I believe that the momentum
will continue to build as we are faithful
to love our neighbors in Christ’s name.”
The Evangel Church has grown
from a small German-speaking
church in 1914 to a large and diverse community with people from
nearly every part of the globe worshipping together today. Its vision
is: “changed lives, changing communities.” For more information,
visit evangelchurch.com/about-us.
Support Local Journalism
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Ronald Leigh, Elizabethtown Gas
Retiree, Fire Dept. Capt., Veteran
Ronald Leigh passed away peace- her husband, John, and Susan and
fully on Saturday, November 9, 2019, her husband, John; his brother-inat home surrounded by family. Ron law, William, and his wife, Debra.
was born to the late John and Vera He is also survived by many nieces,
Leigh on April 7, 1939 in Plainfield, nephews, great-nieces and greatN.J. After graduating
nephews. He was prefrom Scotch Plainsdeceased by his sisters,
Fanwood High School, he
Muriel Brigham and
served in the U.S. Army.
Lenore Kennedy.
He lived in Scotch Plains
In lieu of flowers, a
for 69 years and moved
donation to one of the
to Ocean Pines, Md.,
following would be
when he retired in 1999
appreciated: St. Jude
from Elizabethtown Gas
Children’s Research
Company after 40 years
Hospital, P.O. Box 50,
of service. He was a volMemphis, TN 38101
unteer member of the
or the Disabled AmeriScotch Plains Fire Decan Veterans, P.O. Box
partment for 18 years and
14301, Cincinnati,
served as captain for two
OH 45250.
Ronald Leigh
years. He enjoyed golfFamily and friends
ing and played often. He was known as are invited to a Celebration of Life to
Ronbo to his golfing buddies.
be held at The Ocean Pines Yacht
He is survived by his wife of 58 Club, 1 Mumford’s Landing Road,
years, Dolores (Richard); his son, Ocean Pines, Md., on Sunday, DeKenneth; his daughter, Cynthia cember 15, 2019, at 2 p.m.
Vieth, and son-in-law, Richard, and
Arrangements are in the care of
his grandchildren, Dylan Leigh Eastern Shore Cremation And FuKelly, Riley Leigh Kelly, Aiden neral Service, P.A., 504 Franklin AvLeigh Kelly and Carly Leigh Kelly. enue, Berlin, MD 21811. To send
He is also survived by a niece, condolences to the family, please visit
Debra Chisholm, and her husband, www.easternshorecremation.com.
November 21, 2019
James; his sisters-in-law, Kathy and

David Rogers to Spotlight
Cemetery Stonework
WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, David
Rogers will speak on “Stoned in
History...Lore from Cemetery Stonework” on December 4. The event
will begin with check-in at 11:45
a.m. on the second floor of Ferraro’s
Restaurant, located at 14 Elm Street,
Westfield.
Mr. Rogers will offer a look at
stonework as it records little-known
facts about wars, conflicts and families through the centuries. He has
accumulated much information from
local cemeteries and will present
his findings, which are organized in
a time-line fashion.
Some of his research is based on
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s cemetery, the Burial
Grounds of the Presbyterian Church
in the West Fields of Elizabethtown,
which has been active since 1737.
Listed in the National Register of
Historic Places since 2007, the cemetery is the final resting place of the
founders of Westfield along with veterans of American wars, including 73
veterans of the Revolutionary War,
and has a rich history mirroring that
of Westfield itself, which was first
established as a village in 1720.
A lifelong resident of Union County,
Mr. Rogers had a 25-year career with

the Singer Co. Subsequently he purchased and operated Spring Valley
Monuments in Spring Valley, N.Y.,
until retirement.
Mr. Rogers served at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield as the Clerk
of Session (church ecclesiastical secretary) and a member of the team that
manages the church campus, including the Nationally Registered Burial
Grounds. He was a trustee of the Old
First Historic Trust, managing the property of the First Presbyterian Church
in his native Elizabeth. His wife, Nancy
Priest, is president of the Westfield
Historical Society, where they both
serve on the building committee.
Those wishing to attend the luncheon
may make a reservation by emailing
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794 before
Friday, November 29. Participants are
asked to advise if there are special
dietary needs. The luncheon fee of $35
for Westfield Historical Society members and $40 for non-members includes
a three-course meal, coffee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon fee should be paid
in advance, with checks payable to the
Westfield Historical Society, by mailing to: Westfield Historical Society,
P.O. Box 613, Westfield, N.J. 07091, or
online at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/
registration. Payments should be received by Friday prior to the luncheon.

WRITTEN IN STONE...David Rogers will present “Stoned in History...Lore
from Cemetery Stonework” as the program for the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society on December 4. The luncheon, beginning with
check-in at 11:45 a.m., will take place at Ferraro’s Restaurant in Westfield.

Garwood Mayors 3K Walk
On Tap This Saturday
GARWOOD — Garwood residents
of all ability levels are invited to join
the Garwood Mayors Wellness
Campaign’s 3K Walk this Saturday,
November 23, at the Garwood Recreation Complex at the eastern end of
Myrtle Avenue.
This 3K Walk will spotlight
Garwood resident Laura Bilotta as
the Featured Walker. Ms. Bilotta has
lived in Garwood for the past 12
years and has participated in at least
10 marathons in the tri-state area,
qualifying for the Boston Marathon
four times.
Walkers of all ages are welcome to
participate in this family-friendly
event, and parents with strollers are
encouraged to join in. The walk will
start at 10 a.m. and will circumnavigate the recreation center.
Through public-private partnerships, the Garwood Mayors Wellness
Campaign will establish and continue
to provide structure and resources for

healthy community initiatives. The
Wellness Committee works together
to increase opportunities for Garwood
residents to participate in many activities, with a long-term goal of creating better health, which, in turn,
will reduce personal health-care cost.
Interested residents are advised to
contact the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign via email at
MWC@garwood.org for more details or to get involved with the Mayors Wellness programs. The Mayors
Wellness Committee meets on the
second Monday of every month, at 7
p.m., in Garwood Borough Hall, located at 403 South Avenue.
For information about the committee, interested persons are invited to
visit the committee’s table at the
borough’s Tree Lighting, scheduled
for 5 p.m. on Saturday, November 30,
at the municipal lot adjacent to the
police station at the corner of Center
Street and South Avenue.
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Westfield Library to Be Site
For Holiday Food Drive
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library wants to help
check out hunger this holiday season with donations to a food drive
being sponsored by the Libraries
of Union County Consortium
(LUCC). The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.
Between Monday, November 25,
and Sunday, December 15, the
Westfield Memorial Library will
accept donations of non-perishable
food items to benefit the Community FoodBank of New Jersey and
other local food pantries. Collection bins will be conveniently located in the vestibule of the library. Library staff will then route
100 percent of the donations to
designated food banks.
Even though experts say the
economy is strong, many people in
New Jersey still struggle to make
ends meet, among them low-income
families, struggling single parents,
the elderly on a fixed income, and
the unemployed. The Community
FoodBank of New Jersey supplies
food to more than 1,500 non-profit
charities in 19 counties, including
soup kitchens, food pantries, shel-

ters, local food banks, after-school
programs and senior centers. Local food pantries such as SHIP in
Summit serve food to the homeless
and low-income individuals on a
daily basis.
Groceries most urgently needed
are canned meat and fish; canned
soups and stews; peanut butter (in
plastic jars); boxed pasta and rice;
powdered milk; infant formula and
canned vegetables and fruits. For
more information, call the library
at (908) 789-4090 or visit the Union
County Public Libraries’ website
at luccnj.org.
Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday. The library will close at 5
p.m. on Wednesday, November 27,
and will be closed on Thursday, November 28, for Thanksgiving.
For more information about the
Westfield Memorial Library, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the library for
a copy of its award-winning, quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

‘George Washington’ to Be
SP-F Historical Soc. Guest
SCOTCH PLAINS — General
George Washington, as portrayed
by historical interpreter and storyteller David Emerson, will visit the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood at its monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 26.
Washington was no stranger to
New Jersey. As a general, he spent
more time in New Jersey than in
any other state, going from Trenton to Princeton to Morristown to
Monmouth to Perth Amboy to
Scotch Plains, among other towns.
During the upcoming meeting, participants will learn more about
New Jersey’s role in the American
Revolution from the perspective
of George Washington.
For nearly 15 years, Mr. Emerson
has been portraying George Washington at many locations around
the country. He is a much-requested
speaker with the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, which is
funding this program.
Mr. Emerson’s career as a storyteller began back in the early 1980s
as a historical character interpreter.
He has entertained visitors at such

prestigious living history museums
as Colonial Williamsburg, Plymouth Plantation, Morristown National Park and the Old Barracks
Museum. Striking out as a freelance
interpreter in 1996 with partner
Stacy Roth, Mr. Emerson has become well-known in the mid-Atlantic for portrayals of real people
such as George Washington and
Davy Crockett, and his own storyspinning characters such as
Irishman David MacCaffrey and
19th-century sea captain Leland
Emerson. He also has several film
projects to his credit. He portrayed
George Washington in New Jersey
Network’s “The Ten Crucial Days”
and also played the feature role of
Sergeant Smith in “The Battle of
Bunker Hill.”
Free and open to all, the program
will begin at 7 p.m. at the Shady
Rest Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at 820 Jerusalem Road and
the corner of Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Refreshments and
fellowship will follow the presentation. For further information, call
Connie Klock at (908) 232-9489.

Center For Hope Volunteers
Enjoy Social Opportunities
SCOTCH PLAINS — Thirteen
volunteers from The Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care,
Inc. gathered on November 5 for a
fun evening at a Paint & Dine volunteer social.
Attendees enjoyed a pizza dinner
and homemade desserts prepared
by one of the volunteers, and were
led in a seasonal painting project by
artist Gina Parducci-Cesaro of
Kenilworth. The social was held at
the non-profit organization’s Scotch
Plains location.
Stacy Kaplan, the Center’s volunteer coordinator, plans semi-annual socials to give back to the
volunteer corps, which now numbers over 80 people of all ages
from throughout Union County.
“Our volunteers provide many
important services to patients and
their families at the Center for
Hope’s two residences and throughout Union County. I know our patients are so grateful to these dedicated individuals, so it’s nice to
celebrate them at these gatherings,”
said Ms. Kaplan. “It also gives

volunteers — who share a common
purpose of making a difference in
our patients’ lives — a chance to
share some fun as they get to know
each other better.”
Ms. Kaplan is in the process of
launching a new volunteer program
that helps patients in the community who are served by the Center.
The program will optimize the
physical spaces in a patient’s home,
making them easier to navigate and
ideal for hospice services and patient comfort. A veterans’ appreciation program is starting this
month as well, led by three volunteers.
The Center for Hope Hospice,
Inc. provides in-patient hospice and
palliative care in Scotch Plains and
Elizabeth, as well as hospice care
for the terminally ill where they
reside in Union County and surrounding areas. For more information, call the Center at (908) 8897780 or visit cfhh.org. To find out
more about volunteer opportunities, contact Stacy Kaplan at
skaplan@cfhh.org.

Scotch Plains Library
Highlights Book Clubs
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library invites members of the community to
participate in its book clubs.
The library will host Bagels &
Books on Monday, December 2, at 10
a.m. Book lovers share their recent
reading experiences with other bibliophiles and pick up suggestions for
future reading. Light refreshments will
be served. Registration is required.
The Afternoon Book Club will
meet on Tuesday, December 17, at

1 p.m., to discuss “All My Sons”
by Arthur Miller. No registration is
required for this discussion and
new members are always welcome.
For more information or to register when required, go to scotlib.org,
email library@scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or stop by the Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center of the township.
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F-SP Thrift Shop Announces
Holiday Season Sales

GENEROSITY...Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield display bags of food
recently collected by club members for distribution to families served by the
Westfield-based Paul Jackson Fund. They are joined by Mary Jackson, pictured
third from left, sister of Paul Jackson. Club members, from left to right, are: Jane
Walsweer, Margery Brewster, Mary Ann Sepe, Pat D’Angelo, Nancy Muserlian,
Ruth Positan and Vivian O’Neil.

WCW Food Donations Help
Paul Jackson Fund Efforts
WESTFIELD — The Woman’s
Club of Westfield recently collected
food supplies from its members to be
donated to The Paul Jackson Fund,
based in Westfield, for distribution to
homes with the hope of filling needs,
putting smiles on the faces of family
members and spreading cheer during
this holiday season.
Mary Jackson, sister of the late
Paul Jackson, visited recently with
the Woman’s Club of Westfield. Ms.
Jackson had previously shared with
club members the story of her brother,
who was diagnosed with a spinal tumor at the age of 28. Mr. Jackson was
left paralyzed from the chest down
and was confined to a wheelchair for
the rest of his life. After surgery, Mr.
Jackson was left with high medical
and rehabilitation bills, much of which

were uninsured procedures.
A group of friends made up of
former Westfield football team players along with the parents of Little
League players who Mr. Jackson had
coached got together and the fund
was born. Mr. Jackson was so touched
by the loving and generous spirit of
his friends that when he was physically able, he took over the fund and
began working and passing on good
will to those who had nowhere to turn
in time of crisis and worked toward
giving hope to people without hope.
Many have been helped through the
years and many more will be helped
in the days to come by this charity of
last resort.
For more information about The
Paul Jackson Fund, e-mail
info@pauljacksonfund.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that its thrift
shop will be closed Monday through
Friday, November 25 to 29, for
Thanksgiving.
The shop will reopen Saturday,
November 30, at 10 a.m., with its
annual “Black Saturday” Sale, one of
the shop’s biggest sales events. All
sections of the store will feature many
items, new or gently-used, at halfprice. This is a one-day sale.
On Tuesday, December 3, the
Christmas Boutique will be ready for
the Christmas/holiday season. The
boutique will offer all new, neverused items, many in their original
wrappers.
In the shop’s Collectors Corner, visitors will find items from famous manufacturers such as Lenox and Royal
Doulton, among others.All collectibles
are researched for authenticity and
price. Collectibles are sold well below
Amazon and eBay listings.
Merchandise will be sold on a firstcome, first-served basis. Items cannot be held. Payment is cash only.
The shop’s volunteer staff appreci-

TUTORS FOR LITERACY...Newly-minted volunteer tutors with Literacy New
Jersey proudly display their certificates. These individuals, who reside throughout Union County, work with adults seeking to improve their ability to read, write
and speak English.

COUNTY — Close to 30 new
volunteer tutors from all over Union
County joined the ranks of Literacy
New Jersey this fall after completing a 15-hour training course. The
training prepares tutors to work with
adults who struggle with reading,
writing and speaking English.
Literacy New Jersey tutors work
in libraries, schools and church centers throughout Union County helping adults improve their skills in
order to find better jobs, help their
children in school, and become more
involved in the community.
Several of the new trainees are already helping out at locations such as
the Elizabeth Public Library, Summit
High School and the Ignite United
Methodist Church in Kenilworth.
These programs serve the growing
immigrant population in Union
County, as well as adults interested in
earning a high-school diploma. Part

of the recent Literacy New Jersey
training included class observations
at Summit High School and the Elizabeth Library, where new tutors had
the opportunity to meet students and
observe experienced tutors in action.
Literacy New Jersey runs tutor training twice a year, in January and September. The training provides a practical, hands-on approach to working
with adults, and includes ideas for
materials and activities as well as strategies for lesson planning. Previous
teaching experience is not required.
For more information about training
and other opportunities at Literacy
New Jersey, call (908) 486-1777 or
email bhathaway@literacynj.org.

Ketubah Unit Posts
December 1 Lunch

Weddings
Births
Engagements
Anniversarys

AREA — The B’nai B’rith Ketubah
Unit (55-plus) will meet for lunch on
Sunday, December 1, at 2 p.m. Lunch
will take place at Spain Inn, located at
1707 W. 7th Street, Piscataway. The
cost is the price of one’s own meal.
Ketubah Unit is open to Jewish
couples and singles and prospective
members are welcome to attend the
luncheon. Interested persons are asked
to RSVP to Elaine at (908) 232-0062
by Tuesday, November 26.

ates small denominations. Bills in the
amount of $50 and above may not be
accepted.
The thrift shop is located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains. Shop
hours are Tuesday to Friday, 10 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization that has served
the local communities since 1974.
Since its founding, the League has
donated more than $1.3 million for
local causes. Anyone interested in
learning more about the League or
membership is invited to call (908)
322-5420, visit the League’s website
at scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,
or speak to any of the volunteers at
the thrift shop.
Interested persons also are encouraged to check out the organization’s
Facebook page, “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League,” and give the
League a “Like.”
Parking is available on the street
and in the rear of the thrift shop building. Visitors may enter the parking lot
via Willow Avenue.

Holiday Season to Begin On
Sunday at Miller-Cory
WESTFIELD — The holiday season will soon be here, and the MillerCory House Museum is preparing
to celebrate.
Visitors are invited to experience
the atmosphere of a traditional colonial Thanksgiving this Sunday,
November 24, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
during “Thanksgiving Dinner Demonstration and 18th Century Table
Customs and Manners.”
Members of the Cooking Committee will demonstrate the preparation of an early American Thanksgiving feast over the museum’s
open-hearth fire, using colonial recipes and seasonal ingredients. This
is a demonstration only; dinner is
not being served.
Proper colonial dining also requires proper table customs. The
program will include a presentation

Victorian Society Plans
Concert and Buffet

New Volunteer Tutors Join
Literacy New Jersey Ranks

SOCIAL OCCASION...Volunteers with the Center for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care enjoy a Paint and Dine social November 5 in Scotch Plains. Volunteer
Coordinator Stacy Kaplan organizes semi-annual socials as a way to show
appreciation for the Center’s more than 80 volunteers.

Thursday, November 21, 2019

AREA — The Victorian Society of
Northern New Jersey invites the public to “Centuries of Strings,” a concert
and buffet to celebrate the season, on
Monday, December 16. It will take
place at the Montclair Women’s Club,
located at 82 Union Street, Montclair.
A hot catered buffet supper will be
served at about 6:30 p.m., with music
and desserts to follow. Music will be
provided by the Skylands Dulcimer
String Band, a group that enjoys sharing traditional, Celtic, old-time, classical and pop music with others. Handmade jewelry with vintage beads and
buttons, along with ornaments and
wreaths, will be available for sale.
Tickets are $20 in advance. Checks
should be made payable to VSANNJ
and sent to The Victorian Society,
P.O. Box 717, Montclair, N.J. 07042.
For further information, call Christina Mayer at (973) 744-5916.

on authentic early American manners, place settings and other interesting “table top traditions.”
Docents will be available to guide
visitors through the restored, fullyfurnished colonial-era farmhouse.
The museum is located at 614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.
“Gingerbread Sunday” will take
place from 1:30 to 4 p.m. on December 8 with children’s crafts,
storytelling and refreshments. Advance registration is required for
this program. Reservations are being accepted by phone or email
through Wednesday, December 4.
Admission for November 24 is $5
for adults and children age 13 and
older; $3 for children ages 3 to 12,
and free for those under age 3. Admission for “Gingerbread Sunday”
is $5 per child; accompanying adults
may attend for free. For more information or to make a reservation, call
the museum weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.com.

Sip ‘N Shop Event
To Aid Scholarships
WESTFIELD — The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield has announced a Sip ‘N Shop event to be
held in downtown Westfield on Tuesday, December 3, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Members of the community are
invited to join club members at the
clothier J. McLaughlin, located at 44
Elm Street. The event will feature
fashions, food and festive libations.
J. McLaughlin will donate 15 percent of all sales during the event to
benefit the scholarship fund of the
College Woman’s Club of Westfield.
The mission of the club is to further the
higher education of women and serve
the general interests of the community.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Congratulations
on your
joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,
Community Editor
908-232-4407
community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.
"40+ Years Experience"

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Board Certified

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases
• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

Board Certified

(908) 232-8787

908-232-1231

kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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IN

SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Only two teams were worthy
enough to make it to the Group 4 girls
soccer championship game held at
Kean University in Union on November 16 but in the end, only one team
would be able to take home the title.
The Hunterdon Central Lady Red
Devils, coming into the showdown

ranked No. 4, seemed to be one step
ahead of sixth-ranked Scotch PlainsFanwood the majority of the game
and the result was a 4-0 shutout and
the right to bring the trophy back to
Flemington.
In order to reach the Group 4 finals,
the 21-1-1 Red Devils won the Central Jersey, Group 4 title with a 2-1
win over Freehold Township then
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Hunt. Central Jars Raiders, 4-0,
For Group 4 Girls Soccer Title
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thursday, November 21, 2019

stunned Eastern, then ranked No. 1 in
the nation, 1-0, in the Group 4 semifinals. The 18-3-2 Raiders also had a
tough road to travel by knocking off
the defending champion BridgewaterRaritan Panthers, 2-0, for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title then
by toppling No. 2 Montclair, 2-1 in
the Group 4 semifinal.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD ‘OLE’ STIFF ARM...Blue Devil running back Tim Alliegro, No. 5, uses a stiff arm to get past a Ridgewood Maroon
defender during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 semifinal game at Ridgewood on November 15.

VARANO INTERCEPTION, ORTIZ FUMBLE RECOVERY

Ridgewood Stuns Blue Devils
In Group 5 Grid Semis, 16-10
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR POSITION...Raider junior attacker Holly Nelson, No. 10, attempts to get between the ball and Red Devil
Natalia Revill, No. 13, during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship at Kean University in Union on November
16. The Red Devils scored twice in the first half and twice in the second half to grab the crown.

WESTFIELD LEADS 115TH CLASSIC MEETINGS 62-45-7

WF Dominated 21st Century
In Annual Thanksgiving Game
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School football team
as the Plainfield Cardinals managed
to pull off a 22-21, come from behind
victory in the Annual Thanksgiving
Day classic at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on November 24, 2011.
Blue Devil senior running back

James O’Rourke broke Dave Reitze’s
1960 record of 249 carries in a season
when he scooted into the end zone for
Westfield’s second touchdown.
O’Rourke finished with 19 carries for
117 yards, which included a 64-yard

What has been a grueling traditional clash of titans has become a
nearly one-sided affair when it comes
to the Annual Thanksgiving Day footCONTINUED ON PAGE 12
ball game between the Westfield Blue
Devils and the Plainfield Cardinals. Since the beginning of
the 21st Century, the Blue
Devils have won 15 of the
meetings while the Cardinals
won just four. The two foes
will meet for the 115th time
this Thanksgiving Day, November 28, at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield at 11 a.m.
At the turn of the 21st Century, the Blue Devils held a
slim 47-41-7 edge, so their
advantage now stands at 6245-7. The Blue Devils, who
shut out the Cardinals, 27-0,
last year, have won the last
seven meetings with the Cardinals eking out a 22-21 victory in 2011. The most interesting game during that span
was the “Slop Bowl” of 2014
as described below when the
Blue Devils managed to slip
into the end zone in overtime
David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2014) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
for a 6-0 victory.
BEGINNING OF THE SLOP BOWL...The Blue Devils and Plainfield Cardinals had
Sloppy conditions on a very relatively clean uniforms at the beginning of the Annual Thanksgiving Day football game,
muddy field covered with wet which became known as “The Slop Bowl” at Hub Stein Field in Plainfield (2014). As the
snow, multitudes of sloppy weather got worse, neither team was able to keep its footing and nothing but sliping and
penalties and unavoidable sliding followed. Finally the Blue Devils managed to find the end zone when Jack Curry skid
sloppy plays set the stage for in in for the touchdown in overtime for a 6-0 triumph.
an “All-Madden” style of
Thanksgiving Day football
game between the Westfield
High School Blue Devils and
the Plainfield Cardinals at Hub
Stein Field in Plainfield on November 27, 2014.
After all the slipping and
sliding, the Blue Devils managed to score on their first series in overtime on a five-yard
slide by running back Jack
Curry then halted the Cardinals on theirs to emerge with
very muddy uniforms and a 60 victory. Jackson Simcox and
Luke Prybylski provided interceptions for the Blue Devils
The 22-21 Cardinal victory
of 2011 was also full of surprises.
Several school records were
broken or extended, but Chad
Jno-Lewis’ two-point converDavid B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2014) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
sion in the first quarter would NEAR THE END OF THE SLOP BOWL...The Blue Devils and Plainfield Cardinals were
come back to haunt the nothing but a muddy mess near the end of “The Slop Bowl” in Plainfield (2014).

A superb defensive effort by the
fourth-seeded Westfield High School
football team forced top-seeded
Ridgewood to change its offensive
tactics in the second half and it paid
off with a pair of fourth-quarter touchdowns to earn the Maroon a 16-10
victory in the semifinal round of the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 playoff at Ridgewood High
School on November 15.
The 8-1 Maroon, whose only loss
was to Hackensack (28-14), went
three-and-out, or less, in all four of
their first-half possessions. The Blue
Devils’ defensive line and linebackers spearheaded by senior co-captain
Will Kessler and Colin Freer stuffed
the Maroon’s running game to just 22
yards, while the corners and safeties
limited quarterback Liam Tarlton to
one completion in five attempts for
six yards, which included an interception by senior defensive back Dan
Varano and a tipped pass by Freer.
In the meantime, the 6-4 Blue Devils had possession the vast majority of
the first half and through the efforts of
co-captain Declan McCauley and the
offensive line, senior running back
Tim Alliegro was finding some open
holes for decent gains. Alliegro finished with 25 carries for 89 yards and
added three receptions for 31 yards.
“First half we had the run game
going. We were driving down the
field but we couldn’t punch it in the
end zone, which really shows what
happened at the end of this game. The
offense needed to punch a few more
in but it was a tough one,” McCauley
said.
“It was all the O-line. They did a
great job today,” Alliegro added.
“We didn’t get enough done in every phase like special teams, offense,
defense,” Kessler added.
Quarterback Hank Shapiro completed 11 of 18 passes for 107 yards in
the first half, which included eight to
senior Griffin Rooney for 79 yards.

Shapiro would complete eight of 13
passes in the second half for 81 yards
for a total of 188 yards. Rooney would
add four more receptions for 44 yards
for a total of 123 yards. Senior receiver John Czarnecki would finish
with three receptions for 22 yards and
Nick Martini would have a 12-yard
reception.
It was clear that the Maroon defense was paying close attention to
Rooney, whose second, third and
fourth efforts on a 24-yard reception
would set up Westfield’s first score.
“Griffin has had an outstanding year
and he really put it all on the field
today. He really left his last game out
on the field. It was fun to see but tough
that we couldn’t pull through,”
McCauley said.
Unfortunately for the Blue Devils,
the Maroon defense tightened up
enough to limit them to three field
goal attempts in the first half. The first
a 30-yard attempt with 5:16 left in the
first quarter was no good. The second
a 28-yard attempt early in the second
quarter was blocked by defensive back
John Kearney. The third attempt
worked when junior Mack Prybylski
split the uprights from 20 yards out

with :04.7 on the clock to give the
Blue Devils a 3-0 lead at the half.
Although the Maroon changed their
offensive tactics in the second half, the
Blue Devils limited them to seven plays
— 3 via pass — on their first series.
But bad news followed for the Blue
Devils. On a fourth down from their
own 25 a bad snap sailed way over the
punter’s reach and into the end zone
for a safety and a 3-2 score. The Blue
Devils then had to kick off to the
Maroon via punt from their own 20.
Good news followed. The punt
slipped out of the Ridgewood return
man’s grasp and junior Justin Ortiz
pounced on it to give Westfield fine
field position at the Ridgewood 45.
Shapiro engineered a 10-play drive
that included six runs by Alliegro,
two receptions by Czarnecki, an incomplete pass and a 12-yard screen
pass to Alliegro to put the ball on the
one-yard line as the quarter ended.
On the first play of the fourth quarter,
Shapiro bashed into the end zone on a
quarterback sneak for a 10-2 lead
with 11:49 on the clock.
Bad news followed. Beginning at
their own 32 the Maroon and Tarlton
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,
child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
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340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

MURRAY, KORZENESKI, SWANDRAK LED IN SCORING

Cougars Shared UCT Crown;
Finished 16-4-2 in Girls Soccer
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Only the best teams could stay on
the field with the Cranford High
School girls soccer team this season
and only a few were able to come out
on the top side of the score with the
Cougars, who finished with a 16-4-2
record and a seventh ranking in the
state as of November 12. Additionally the Lady Cougars earned a share
of the conference title for the second
straight year and claimed a share of
the Union County Tournament title
along with Westfield.
“We couldn’t be happier with how
our season turned out. Finishing 16-

Fanwood once, No. 11 Westfield twice
and No. 8 Pingry once. The Cougars
tied Summit and Westfield (UCT
championship). Their four losses were
to Watchung Hills, 4-3, Scotch PlainsFanwood, 3-2, North Hunterdon, 1-0,
and finally to No. 3 Middletown South,
1-0, in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 championship game. The
Cougars had defeated West Morris
Central and Middletown North to
reach the finals.
“Getting to the North 2, Group 3
Sectional Final for the second year in
a row is no easy task, and dropping a
tough 1-0 game to a 3-ranked, good
Middletown South side was tough to

to her teammates. Murray, who also
took the majority of the corner kicks,
has committed to continue her soccer
career at Texas A & M Corpus Christi.
“Maggie Murray was a scoring and
assisting machine for us, as she’s been
the last few years, and she will be
missed as she heads off to Texas A &
M – Corpus Christi,” Coach Gagliardo
expressed.
Sophomore attacker Riley
Korzeneski was very thankful of
Murray’s generosity and was second
on the team with 11 goals, while adding an assist. Senior attacker Brooke
Swandrak netted eight goals and
dished out three assists. The Cougars

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINE SEASON AT FIRST SINGLES...Blue Devil freshman Sophia Montero competed at first singles placed second in the
Union County Tournament and finished with an 18-7 record. Montero was named Second Team All-Group 4.

MONTERO NAMED 2ND TEAM ALL-GROUP 4 AT 1 SINGLES

Blue Devils Won Section Title;
Finished 16-4 in Girls Tennis
Kent Place in the semifinal round of
the Tournament of Champions (TOC),
21-0 East Brunswick went on to defeat Moorestown Friends for the TOC
crown to secure the No. 1 ranking and
to be named Team of the Year.
In the UCT, Kent Place won the
title with a 92 total and the Blue
Devils took second with 80 points.
The Blue Devils reached the finals in
four of the five flights and came out
with one championship, three seconds and a third place. In the sectional
tournament, the Blue Devils shutout
Bayonne, 5-0, in the first round and
Ridge, 5-0, in the semifinals before
dominating JP Stevens, 4-1, for the
championship.

winning the first singles spot. Competing against the opponents’ best
This year’s Westfield High School
players, Montero finished with an 18girls tennis team evolved as the sea7 record and placed second in the
son progressed and saved its best
UCT Championships after a 6-2, 6-1,
efforts come tournament time. The
loss to Kent Place’s Caroline
Lady Blue Devils placed third in the
McGinley. For her accomplishments,
Moorestown Classic Tournament at
Montero received Second Team Allthe beginning of the season, placed
Group 4 recognition.
second in the Union County TournaSophomore Natalie Zeleschowski
ment (UCT) and first in the Westfield
occupied the second singles slot and
Invitational at mid season then won
finished with a 17-7 record. She also
the NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
placed second in the UCT after being
Group 4 title before falling to East
defeated by Julia Anderson of Kent
Brunswick in the Group 4 semifinal
Place. Last year, Zeleschowski comto finish with a 16-4 record and a No.
peted at first singles and placed fourth
5 ranking.
in the UCT.
Prior to their setback to East
At third singles, sophomore Katey
Peretz finished with a
17-6 record. and also
placed second in the
UCT after dropping a
grueling 7-6 (4), 3-6, 06, match to Alexandra
Anderson of Kent Place.
Peretz also placed second last year in the UCT
at third singles.
Freshmen Annika
Vesuna and Madison
Wright began the season at second doubles
and won the UCT crown
by defeating Abby
Collins and Maddy
Wang of Summit, 6-1,
6-4. After finishing 111 at second doubles, the
pair jumped up to first
doubles and finished
with a 4-4 record.
Vesuna and Wright were
selected Third Team AllState All-Flights.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Junior Mia Fleming
UCT SECOND DOUBLES CHAMPS...Blue Devils Madison Wright, left, and Annika Vesuna
won the second doubles title at the Union County Tournament.
and sophomore Payton
Silverman began the
Brunswick, the Blue Devils’ other
“Winning the North 2, Group 4 season at first doubles, finishing with
losses were to Kent Place twice and sectional championship and finishing an 8-8 record and placed third in the
Moorestown Friends. After defeating the season in the top-5 was a huge UCT at that slot. After shifting to
accomplishment for the program this second doubles, Fleming and
season. We continue to produce a Silverman finished with a 3-0 record.
We’ll Help You
very talented roster; all five positions
The Blue Devils’ seniors were Ava
Get Your Business took turns making huge contributions Paul and Carly Burke, Emma Karp,
throughout the playoff run,” Blue Claudia Millwater who mixed in with
in the Spotlight!
Devil Head Coach Matt Varhley said. various partners. Paul finished with a
Freshman Sophia Montero made 5-3 record, Burke was 4-2, Millwater
goleader.com/form/bulletin
huge accomplishments from the start, was 3-2 and Karp was 3-1.
Obviously with the entire starting
flights expected to return, next year
the Lady Blue Devils should have
another successful season.
“We hope to build off this season’s
success and hopefully have an opportunity to defend our championship
next year,” Coach Varhley concluded.
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times



 


 
As you enjoy the holiday,
may your lives abound with
gratitude, love & prosperity!
Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
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David B. Corbin (September 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE OFFENSE...Cougar senior Maggie Murray, right No. 7, a four-year starter, led the team with 19 goals and
15 assists. Murray used outstanding footwork to maneuver her way around opponents and had near perfect field IQ .

swallow. However, we played a solid,
hard-fought game and really have
nothing to hang our heads about in
2019,” said Coach Gagliardo, who
added, “We really wanted the sectional title, but ending the season winning the conference and county is a
great win for the program.”
The Cougars possessed some outstanding striking artillery to amass 60
goals, while their very stubborn defense yielded only 29 goals. Senior
striker Maggie Murray, a four-year
starter, led the team with 19 goals and
15 assists. As one of New Jersey’s
best players, Murray used outstanding footwork to maneuver her way
around opponents and had near perfect field IQ to make accurate crosses

also made good use of freshman Aileen
McGovern, who scored three goals
and added a pair of assists while she
was on the field.
“Riley Korzeneski, Brooke
Swandrak, and Aileen McGovern
stepped up in a very big way for us to
continue to get goals in other ways.
Aileen had a solid freshmen year, and
has much more in her tank for her
CHS career,” Coach Gagliaro said.
Sometimes overlooked, the
midfielders also did an outstanding
job of not only redirecting balls back
into opponents’ turf but also getting
into the scoring action. Senior
midfielder Lauren Williams ripped in
five goals and added four assists and
Laurel Teel netted three goals and had
six assists. junior Sophia Montague
scored three goals and had an assist.
Coach Gagliardo pointed out
that, “Sophia Montague doesn’t get
enough love for her consistent,
smart play in the midfield. She is
our metronome: connecting play
from the back four to our attacking
players, and did an amazing job for
us this season.”
Adding to the scoring were seniors Zoe Trotta (2 goals, 3 assists),
Nellie Clark (4 goals) and Madison
Flynn (2 goals, 2 assists).
But the Cougars had possibly the
best back four in the state with center
backs Claire Ganley, a senior, and
junior Abby Ahern, along with senior wing back Caroline Ewing and
junior Morgan Heim.
“Our back four (Abby Ahern,
Claire Ganley, Morgan Heim,
Caroline Ewing) we’re fantastic again
for us in 2019. Working hard, being
David B. Corbin (September 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times aggressive defensively, and using
STALWART ON DEFENSE...Cougar junior Abby Ahern, No. 19, made it nearly their physicality are things that stood
impossible for opponents to maneuver around her to get a good shot at the goal.
out,” Coach Gagliardo said.
When it came time to show her
stuff, junior goalkeeper Amanda Vath
was there to make the key stops.
“Amanda Vath has been huge for us
since she’s joined this program. She
always can get us out of some tough
spots with great saves,” Coach
Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.
Gagliardo said.
Looking toward next year, the CouSometimes it’s letting go.
gars will return a host of very talented
girls to go with a JV team that also
won the UCT.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
“I think 2019 was another successour family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
ful season for our program as we
complex process of divorce.
continue to grow our culture. Freshmen wing back Gabby Baiada and
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
striker Aileen McGovern will join a
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation
seasoned returning bunch of players
to form another solid team next year.
James McGlewˏII, Esq.
Korzeneski, Ahern, Heim, Montague,
908.233.6800
Vath, McGovern, Baiada, Kirsten
Williams [are] all returning for us
next season, along with members from
the JV county champs team. The JV
program had another fantastic season. It speaks volumes to the coaches
on staff and how hard all of the girls
work throughout the program,” Coach
Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
Gagliardo concluded.
lindabury.com
4-2, and with a share of another conference championship (back to back
– 2018/2019 - for the first time since
2000) in the toughest county in New
Jersey is a huge program win. Being
able to add the first county championship since 2009 to our banner is a goal
we’ve been working towards for four
years since Coach Fisk and I took
over in 2016. We were consistently
tested throughout our season with Top20 opponents, and with victories over
rivals Westfield and Scotch Plains
again, it showed our work ethic has
been paying off,” Cougar Head Coach
Andrew Gagliardo said.
The Cougars knocked off a number
of very worthy, Top-20 teams, which
included No. 6 Scotch-Plains-
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Hunt. Central Jars Raiders for Group 4 Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the leaping Kessler.
No surrender flag was waived and
the Raiders continued. With 21 minutes remaining, Klurman banged her
second shot off the crossbar. Fazio
took a shot but Dewar made the save
then Schoss ripped a shot that missed
just to the left. With 10:30 on the
clock, Klurman drilled a shot from
the right but Dewar made the save.
Dewar would add two more saves in
the waning minutes but
with 31 seconds remaining, Zullo added
her second goal to finalize the scoring.
“Corinna Zullo is the
best player on the field.
She scored two goals
and definitely had one
assist today. She’s a
heck of a player and
we weren’t able to do a
good job against her
unfortunately today,”
Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing said.
“We definitely didn’t
get the result we wanted
but we got here for a
reason. We lost counties and we wanted to
prove that we earned
something this season
and we won the sections. We didn’t think
we could even do that.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING THEIR EYES ON THE BALL...Raider defenders Katarina Zikas, center, and Ashley I think that every practice, every day we
DeFrancesco, No. 25, pay close attention to the direction of the ball at Kean University.
worked so hard and I
We fought every single game. Last from the right side into the box, creating think that got us to this point. I am
proud of us but we didn’t get the result
game we were down with 10 minutes chaos but the ball was cleared.
left and we knew we could come back
Then with 1:27 left in the half, we wanted,” Ley said.
“I told the kids they got to be super
if we would just work together. We Zullo launched a shot from 30 yards
know Hunterdon Central has great out from the right-center. Kessler proud of what they accomplished this
individual players but we think as a made a valiant leap but the ball just year. They won a sectional title, got to
group as a unit, we definitely work nicked her fingertip and lodged into the Group 4 finals for the first time in
school history. Unfortunately we
very hard, we and know each other the top center of the net.
and play very well together. But
Trailing 2-0 entering the second didn’t have our best game today and
Hunterdon Central got the best of us half, the Raiders did step up their we played a good Hunterdon Central
today,” Aloe said.
offensive for the first seven minutes. team and you got to come with your
But with 30:29 left in the first half, A corner kick from Ley caused a best game when you play good teams.
senior forward Corinna Zullo, who scramble in the box that Dewar smoth- We let them get a lead. We played a
was near the right corner, crossed a ered. Later Ley banged another shot little bit better in the second half but it
great shot into the box where junior off the crossbar. Then in the eighth wasn’t enough,” Coach Ewing said.
forward Lilly Gemma drilled the ball minute of the second half, junior Sc Pl-Fanwood
0
0
0
past Kessler for a 1-0 lead.
midfielder/defender Maddy Brennan Hunterdon Central
2
2
4
The Raiders did, however, have a booted a free kick from 35-yards out
See SPF/Montclair Soccer
few moments when senior midfielder from the left-center and once again
Account on Next Page
Lizzy Ley and sophomore middie/de- the ball sailed just out of the reach of
But this day belonged to the Red
Devils as they got a step ahead in the
midfield, which translated to pressure on the Raiders’ defense led by
senior co-captain Gabby Aloe and
senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler, who
did manage to make several key stops.
“We kept fighting. After leaving
counties, we didn’t give up and we
said that we could go as far as we
could to win the state championship.

fender Leah Klurman each banged shots
off the Red Devils’ crossbar. Freshman
midfielder Alexa Fazio brought the ball
downfield and crossed into the box to
junior attacker Corinne Lyght, whose
shot was deflected by a defender. But
with 27 minutes left in the half, Red
Devil senior goalkeeper Lindsay Dewar
dove to knock away a vicious shot by
Klurman. With 3:30 left in the half,
senior Rachel Schoss sent a corner kick

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRUTAL BATTLE IN THE TRENCHES...The Blue Devils and Ridgewood Maroon were engaged in a fierce battle of trench
warfare during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 semifinal at Ridgewood on November 15.

Ridgewood Stuns Blue Devils in Group 5 Semi
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

went to work. Tarlton completed respective passes of 23 yards and 31
yards to wide receiver Tom Bourque,
who would end up making several
outstanding catches on the evening.
After a four-yard run by running back
Gabe Santiago to the Westfield 10,
Tarlton spotted Bourque in the end
zone for the touchdown with 10:07.
The two-point conversion pass was
incomplete.
The Blue Devils responded with a
drive of their own and moved the ball
to the Ridgewood 30. After a threeyard gain by Alliegro, Shapiro completed a 10-yards pass to Rooney but
the play was negated due to an ineligible player down field. Two plays
later Shapiro’s attempt to hit Rooney
in the end zone was incomplete and
the Blue Devils punted where the ball
went out at the 10-yard line.
Tarlton worked a mix of four passing plays with six running plays to
score the go-ahead touchdown.
Santiago got it started with a six-yard
run. After a five-yard false start penalty, Tarlton hit Bourque for nine yards
and Harrison Roberts for 24 yards.

1754 Florida street
t - Westfield

Two plays later Tarlton connected
with Bourque for 12 yards then again
to him for six yards to place the ball
on the Westfield 21. With the Blue
Devils expecting more pass plays,
Tarlton handed off to Santiago for
respective gains of 12 yards, six yards
and four yards, giving the Maroon a
first-and-goal from the two where
Santiago plowed in for the touchdown with 1:24 remaining in the game.
The two-point conversion pass to
Bourque was good.
The Blue Devils needed to perform
some magic like they did in the
Bridgewater-Raritan playoff game. A
flag on the kickoff against Westfield put
the ball on the 17. Shapiro connected
with Rooney for 13 yards and a first
down. Shapiro then hit Alliegro for five
yards but had to spike the ball on the
next down to stop the clock. A sideline
pass to Rooney was out of bounds then
the fourth-down pass fell incomplete
and the Maroon took over with 33.8 on
the clock. Tarlton took a knee.
“We shut down their run and they
realized that. So they just started
chucking up dust. They just kept com-

ing down with it [catches]. In a game
like this, you got to make the big
plays. You got to win the 50-50 balls
if you want to win and move on. We
just didn’t do that,” Kessler said.
The Blue Devils have one more
game remaining with the Annual
Thanksgiving Day Classic with
Plainfield to be held at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield beginning at 11 a.m.
“We can’t take them lightly. It’s
tough it’s going to be our last game.
We wish we could play more games
after that so we got to go out with a
‘W’. We got to go all out,” McCauley
expressed.
“Every senior is going to want to go
out with a win. Although I am not
playing football, I am going to come
back. We got to put up a good effort
and go out with a win,” Alliegro said.
“We are not going to take them
lightly. We are going to practice hard
and we will all be ready. Seniors will
have fun. I know we will get that
victory and it will be a good Thanksgiving,” Kessler predicted.
Westfield
Ridgewood
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SPF PAL D Tops New Prov.
For Super Bowl Grid Trophy

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS…Blue Devil Peter Ondi, No. 27, tries to work his way around several Cardinal defenders
in the Annual Thanksgiving Day Classic 2011. The Cardinals won, 22-21.

Westfield Dominated 21st Century Grid Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

touchdown run, to bring his season
total to 259 carries.
O’Rourke also broke Jan
Cocozziello’s career interception total of 12, which he reached in 2003,
when he snagged Cardinal quarterback Dii’Jon Allen-Jordan’s pass in
the third quarter. That interception
also tied Marcus Allen Graham’s season total of nine that he set in 2005
also against Plainfield.
Blue Devil senior quarterback Nate
Mitchell broke Tony DiIorio’s season
passing yardage of 1,176 by completing 10 of 19 attempts for 158 yards to
bring his season total to 1,255.
Mitchell also had a nine-yard touchdown strike to flanker Peter Ondi.

Ondi, who already owns the WHS
records in most receptions in a season
and most career receptions, added six
receptions for 98 yards to up his respective total to 51 and 80.
Senior kicker Jon Gribbin, who
owns the WHS field goal record at 15,
extended his WHS leading career
kicking points to 132 with three successful points after touchdowns (PAT).
His 87 career PATs placed him two
shy of K.C. Knoblach’s 89.
The stunning ending, however, began in the fourth quarter. With three
running plays and Ondi’s 42-yard reception, the Blue Devils got a first
down at the Plainfield five-yard line
then pushed to the one to set up a

third-and-goal. The Cardinals’defense
held then their offense answered with
a 14-play, 99-yard scoring drive that
ended with Allen-Jordan’s one-yard
plunge to make the score, 22-21.
One other very exciting game occurred in 2008 when the Blue Devils
burned the Cardinals.
Numerous key defensive plays, a
five-yard touchdown (TD) run and a
pair of breakaway TD runs from senior halfback Ricardo Johnson was
just enough for the Westfield High
School football team to absorb two
fourth-quarter TDs by Plainfield in a
21-19 victory in the annual Thanksgiving Day classic at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield on November 27.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
PAL D team captured the New Jersey
Suburban Youth Football League
(NJSYFL) National Conference Super Bowl Trophy for fifth grade with
a 7-0 victory over New Providence in
the championship game that was
played on November 16 in
Bloomfield. The SPF PAL C team fell
against Chatham, 16-14, in the sixth
grade Super Bowl that was played
right after the D level title game.
This year the NJSYFL delivered a
rule that two Super Bowls will be
played at each grade level — one for
the National Conference and one for
the American Conference. The
league’s overall Super Bowl Trophy
last came to SPF in 2011 when the
SPF PAL D team won the championship with a 7-0 victory against Sparta.
That victory capped an 11-0 season
for a team that is considered one of
the finest in the history of the SPF
PAL.
In the D title game in Bloomfield,
the Raiders broke a scoreless duel
when Chris Horn dashed into the end
zone from five yards and then Jack
Wilber kicked the conversion for the
game’s only points. The victory by

the Raiders avenged their only loss of
the season, which came in earlier in
the fall to New Providence. The Raiders lost that game 14-0.
The champion Raiders, who ended
with a 9-1 record, were coached by
Mike Marranca who claimed after the
game, “he couldn’t be more proud of
these kids.”
Among the Raider supporters on
the sideline were Austin Holman, the
head coach of the SPF High School
varsity team, Shawn Johnson, the
president of the SPF PAL, and other
SPF PAL officials. Marranca was assisted on the championship staff by
Andrew Dupuis, Jerel Smith and Matt
Johnson.
The Super Bowl champion Raiders
are Noah Green, Mason Cruz, Micah
Smith, Chris Horn, Sebastian
Assuncao, Cooper Dupuis, Jack
Wilber, Jayden Johnson, Joseph
Estevez, Max Markho, John Verducci,
Nick Marranca, Omar McFarlane,
Elio Lombardi, Andrew Lourenco,
Alan Davis, Jude August and Jay
Sachkowsky.
The C team Raiders entered the
Super Bowl with an undefeated record
that included one tie — a 7-7draw

against Chatham, its foe in the championship game. In the Super Bowl,
the Raiders had held to a 14-13 lead
behind two touchdown runs from
Aidan Lickman.
Chatham drove late and was
stopped just a few yards short of the
goal line with fourth down approaching and with about a minute to play.
Chatham opted to kick and the field
goal kicker calmly connected to give
Chatham the 16-14 lead that it held up
in the final seconds to secure the
Super Bowl Trophy.
The Raiders C team that finished
runner-up for the Super Bowl are
Aidan Lickman, Andrew Peneno,
Callum Fynes, Colin Miller, Frank
Nanton, Jake Martucci, Jayvon Young,
John Robinson, Joseph Lambert, Joseph LaRosa, Joshua Tufuga, Liam
Skiff, Luke Murphy, Matthew Krantz,
Michael Martucci, Patrick Maignan,
Paul Boyle, Sal Racanelli, Sean
Fuentes, Thomas Dowling, Thomas
Riley and Travis Moore.
The SPF C team was headed by
coach Kenny Lickman and his staff
was comprised of Anthony Martucci,
Brett Boyle, Mike Martucci, Dan
Piccola, Tim Green and Kyle Berwick.

CONTINUING TO COMPETE...Sixteen Westfield High School student-athletes signed Letters of Intent with colleges and
universities, signifying recognition of the seniors’ accomplishments both academically and athletically. Mikaela Buoscio,
Elon University, Lacrosse; Reid Colwell, Villanova University, Lacrosse; Christopher (CJ) Composto, University of
Pennsylvania, Wrestling; Julia Csorba, Dartmouth College, Track and Field; Grace Dabulas, University of Scranton,
Lacrosse; Faith Dobosiewicz, Rutgers University, Soccer; Anastasia Fowler, Bates College, Lacrosse; Colin Freer, Princeton
University, Lacrosse; Christopher Giglio, Denison University, Soccer; Uzezi Ijoma, Case Western Reserve University,
Volleyball; Alison Lisanti, Ursinus College, Basketball; William Loggia, Boston University, Track and Field; Nicholas
Martini, Wagner College, Lacrosse; Abigael McKinney, University of New Hampshire, Swimming; Molly Mineo, Sacred
Heart University, Lacrosse; Michael Tardibuono, Emmanuel College, Lacrosse.

Gettysburg’s Muskus
Named All-CC 1st Team

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving 2008) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TURNING DOWNFIELD…Blue Devil wide receiver Chris Sheehan, No. 5, receives a pass from quarterback Tony DiIorio,
right, and turns toward the sideline to gobble up more yardage (Thanksgiving Day 2008).

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
Westfield 62, Plainfield 45, Tie 7
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—
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Westfield
Plainfield
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Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
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Westfield
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Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Tie
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Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
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Westfield
Plainfield
Tie
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Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield

26-0
NA
15-0
24-0
6-6
11-0
12-6
5-0
35-6
6-0
37-6
19-7
20-6
26-7
19-0
7-0
6-0
0-0
7-3
39-0
6-0
28-0
19-0
3-0
18-0
7-2
20-0
21-0
13-6
0-0
7-6
7-0
0-0
0-0
13-0
20-0
13-0
1-0
12-6
12-0
6-0
32-12
14-6
19-6
33-7
14-6
27-14
25-6
6-0
21-0
19-6
19-12
21-0
7-0
13-7
13-6
27-7
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Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Tie
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Tie
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield

14-12
13-7
21-0
33-12
12-7
25-21
45-0
49-6
12-6
27-6
20-0
31-14
9-6
34-0
14-0
38-0
6-2
3-2
14-0
28-6
21-3
14-6
14-0
0-0
27-14
35-6
7-6
14-7
21-6
28-0
14-9
0-0
20-7
28-20
38-7
22-7
21-7
20-14
42-25
24-21
14-6
9-7
40-0
9-0
17-7
28-27
21-19
26-6
35-6
22-21
30-16
34-0
6-0
33-6
30-14
37-7
27-0

Johnson had 51 rushing yards, including his five-yard TD, in the first
half but added 156 more rushing yards
and breakaway TD sprints of 45 and
74 yards, respectively, to finish with
207 yards. Johnson did receive some
key blocks on his huge gains but he
also had to scrape out extra yardage
on his own, several resulting in first
downs, which kept possession in the
hands of the 7-3 Blue Devils.
All information above came from
the archives of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times — www.goleader.com
Come see the Annual Thanksgiving Day Classic on November 28 at
11 a.m. and check out the new renovations at Kehler Stadium. It would
be a great way to begin the holiday.

Support Local Journalism

Sophomore forward Erika Muskus
of Scotch Plains, who plays for the
Gettysburg College women’s soccer
team has been named to the All-Centennial Conference First Team.
Muskus leads the team with 12
goals, with seven coming against conference opponents, assists (five),
points (29), and game-winners (five),
all of which are personal best. Muskus
finished tied for third in goals and tied
for fourth in points in the conference.
Muskus is a two-time All-CC selection, was second-team honoree last
season. She also tied the top spot in
the program’s single-season record
for game-winning goals (five) and the
fourth-best single-season mark for
goals (12). She tallied two-goal games
against Lebanon Valley, Ursinus and
Swarthmore. Muskus notched two
five-point games against Lebanon
Valley and Ursinus. When she has
tallied a point this season, the Bullets
have gone 12-0.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-13
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, SECTION 1. PART II GENERAL
LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 393
TOWING, ARTICLE III REQUIREMENTS, SECTION 6(D)
MINIMUM STANDARDS OF
PERFORMANCE AND SECTION 2. PART II GENERAL
LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 393
TOWING, ARTICLE IV PROCEDURE, SECTION 15.
RATES
STATEMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
November 12, 2019.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

goleader.com/form/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a contract for general litigation services for
750 Walnut Avenue through a fair and
open process pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.5 et seq: This contract and Resolution
No. 2019-385 are available for public inspection at the office of the Municipal Clerk
AWARDED TO: Riker, Danzig, Scherer,
Hyland & Perretti LLP, One Speedwell
Avenue, Morristown, New Jersey 07962
SERVICE: General Litigation Services
for 750 Walnut Avenue
FEE: Not to Exceed $15,000.00
DATE: November 12, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 5, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Alexis Ashbock, 2527 John Street,
Block 6303, Lot 10, R-3 Zone who proposes to install a 6 foot fence in the front
yard of the aforementioned property, contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Six (6) feet in the front yard.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $26.01

CELEBRATING A VICTORY...On November 16, Westfield’s top middle school
team played its season opener against Bridgewater. While the game was fairly
balanced in shots on goal, Westfield’s solid play between the pipes and laser
precision of its goal scorers produced a 6-1 victory. This outcome is very impressive
as it was achieved with only seven skaters for the full 39-minute game. With three
middle school teams feeding the three high school boys teams and two high school
girls teams, the future of Westfield ice hockey is very promising.

Raiders Knock Off Montclair
In Group 4 Soccer Semi, 2-1
A change of venue pitted the No. 5
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls soccer team with the No. 2
Montclair Mounties in the semifinal
round of the NJSIAA Group 4 Tournament at Fortunato Field in Montclair
November 13. Despite the home field
advantage, the Lady Raiders rallied
from a 1-0 deficit 30 minutes into the
second half to knock off the Mounties,
2-1, and to advance to the Group 4
Championship held at Kean University in Union on November 16.
After a scoreless first half, Claire
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 5, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Ivan & Irina Belets, 426 Forest
Road, Block 1501, Lot 19, B-2 Business
Zone, who propose to construct a twostory addition to the side of the existing
two-family dwelling, which is a pre-existing
non-conforming use in this zone district,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinances:
Per Section 23-3.11 B-2 Business
Zone a two-family dwelling is not a permitted use.
Section 23-6, Non-Conforming Uses:
23-6.1 Continuance
3. That no nonconforming use may be
expanded.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $31.62

Manning, on an assist from Audrey
Smallman, gave the Mounties a 1-0
lead 16 minutes into the second half.
Six minutes later Raider junior
Corinne Lyght scored to knot the score
then with less than four minutes remaining, sophomore Leah Klurman,
on an assist from senior Gabby Aloe,
headed in what would turn out to be
the game winner. Raider senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler was credited
with eight saves.
It was the first loss to the 19-1-2
Mounties, who had tied Livingston
twice – once in the Essex County
finals. The 18-2-2 Raiders would face
the No. 4, 20-1-1 Hunterdon Central
Red Devils, who stunned No. 1, 25-1
Eastern, 1-0, in the other semifinal.
The Red Devils had defeated the Raiders, 2-1, during the regular season.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
AMENDMENT
The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide environmental legal services to the Township of
Cranford. The Township of Cranford advertised a Request for Proposal for Environmental Legal Services through a fair
and open process in accordance with NJSA
19:44A-20.4 et seq. This contract and
Resolution No. 2019-386 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Municipal Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Wanda Chin Monahan,
LLC, 50 Cardinal Drive, Suite 102,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
SERVICE: Environmental Legal Services
ADDITIONAL FEE: Not to Exceed
$15,000.00
DATE: November 12, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97
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Blue Devil Girls Place Third
In Group 4 X-Country Meet

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OPENING THE HOLES...Blue Devil co-captain/lineman Declan McCauley, No. 63, opens a hole for running back Tim
Alliegro, No. 5, during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 semifinal game with Ridgewood on November 15.

Devil’s Den

No Miracle Comeback
For Devils This Time
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Monday, at Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains for the second
straight year.
The committee has gotten in touch
with all the living inductees EXCEPT
Keith Davis, a state champion hurdler
and outstanding football player from
the Class of 1973. If anybody out
there knows how to locate Keith,
please contact me at The Westfield
Leader or at bj1019@aol.com.
It’s another class loaded with numerous Union County, sectional/district,
and state champions, all-Americans,
state champion teams and much more.
Here’s a quick, chronological look
at the WAHOF’s Class of 2020 (xposthumous award):
x-Elwyn ‘Eli’ Britten (’27);
x-Sam Bunting;
x-Frank Esposito (’33);
x-John Kerman (’37);
x-Walt Hansgen (’40);
x-Ed ‘Red’ MacCloskey (’43);
x-Ken Welch (’50);
Carol Weis Allebaugh;
Doug Eakeley (’64);
Harvey Gerber (’66);
Ed Tranchina;
Ed‘Skeeter’ MacCloskey (’70);

Association’s all-Academic Team.
Martini is a quarterback and Elliott is
a linebacker.
WIDENER TABS BASS
Sophie Bass (’15), a record-setting
midfielder at Albright College, was
recently named an assistant women’s
lacrosse coach at Widener University
in Chester, Pa.
She earned three letters in field
hockey at WHS and was co-captain
of the team her senior year. She also
was a two-year letter winner in lacrosse, scoring 10 goals as a senior.
Bass played and started all 71 games
at Albright, finishing her career with
165 goals, 77 assists and 242 points,
the latter two school records, as were
her 41 assists in one season. She was
all-Mid-American Conference Commonwealth first team twice, after earning honorable mention as a sophomore. She graduated with honors and
a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics.
ON THIS DATE
Nov. 21, 1931: WHS completed a
7-0-1 season with a 10-6 victory over
Cranford, which took some solace in
becoming the only team to score on
the Blue and White that fall. Dom
Urciuoli scored WHS’s touchdown
and Lee Waring kicked the PAT and a
20-yard field goal.
WHS’s lone blemish that season
was a 0-0 tie with Roselle.
1940: In the final game of Bob
Duncan’s 12-year tenure as coach, WHS
dropped an 18-0 Thanksgiving Day
game to Ridgewood, finishing with a
disappointing 3-6 record. The Blue and
White featured four Hall of Famers –
backs Floyd Beane and Jim Turpin, and
ends Jim Kane and Jack Rogers.
1970: Despite the absence of cocaptain Bob Thompson, plus Ted
Kamins and John Gill due to injuries,
WHS captured the state Group 4 crosscountry title, behind the efforts of Dave
Gray, Tom Tinnesz, Jim Brown, Doug
Merrick and Steve Thatcher. They won
by 67 points over runnerup Phillipsburg.
The win capped a 14-0 season for coach
Walt Clarkson’s squad.

Support Local Journalism

Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN THE RUNNING BACK...Blue Devils Will Kessler, No. 3,
and Reid Colwell, No. 33, bring down the Ridgewood running back.

Alliegro ran for 96 tough yards and
Griff Rooney caught 13 passes, one
short of his school record.
Now WHS will regroup and try to
go out with a win over Plainfield on
Thanksgiving morning, the seniors’
final game at Kehler Stadium. The
Cardinals (2-8) haven’t beaten WHS
(6-4) since 2011. FYI, in that game, a
weak Plainfield team caught WHS
coming off a 13-7 playoff loss to
Bayonne and won a 22-21 shocker.
***
In Ohio, Massillon Washington (120) beat Massillon Perry, 35-7, and
will play four-time reigning champion Akron Hoban in the Division II
Region 5 final for the second straight
year. Hoban won 42-28 last year.
THIS AND THAT
Cross-country: The girls team finished third at Saturday’s Group 4
championships, qualifying for this
weekend’s Meet of Champions for
the third straight year.
The boys team finished eighth in a
loaded Group 4 field, their lowest
placing in Chris Tafelski’s eight seasons as coach, and did not qualify for
MOCs. Will Loggia was once again
the top Blue Devil runner.
Senior Stephen Kasko, the son of
Jeff (’81) and nephew of Greg (’83),
both former WHS running stars, finished sixth in Group 2, helping
Haddonfield win its third straight title.
ONE YEAR AND COUNTING …
A year from this Saturday – Nov.
23, 2020 – is the date of the 14th
induction class of the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame. That will be a
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WF’s LOGGIA 8TH FOR BOYS, COLLINS 26TH FOR GIRLS

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

After pulling out last-minute victories three times in the first nine games
– against Watchung Hills, Phillipsburg
and, most recently, BridgewaterRaritan – you might’ve had that “well,
they’ve done this before” feeling going into the final minute last Friday
night at Ridgewood.
But after a short pass to Tim
Alliegro, a spike to stop the clock and
two incompletions, there would be no
miracle comeback this time. And the
WHS football team, making its first
appearance in Bergen County since a
14-6 loss to Ridgewood in 1946, lost
a 16-10 slugfest to the Maroons in the
North 1, Group 5 playoff semifinals.
The Blue Devils entered the fourth
quarter with a precarious 3-2 lead and
even went up 10-2 on Hank Shapiro’s
short touchdown run. They still led
10-8 after the Maroons scored on a
pass to Tom Bourque (son of former
WHS captain Harry Bourque) midway through the final period.
Ridgewood finally got the lead with
1:24 left in the game, following a 90yard drive.

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Neil Chamberlin (’72);
Ken Blackwell (’73);
Keith Davis (’73);
Kevin ‘Spud’ Monroe (’77);
1986 boys soccer team;
Steve Locker (’87);
Claudia Carnevale (’90);
1995 boys soccer team;
1998-2001 gymnastics teams;
Jay Cook (’02);
Chris Mattes (’07);
Adam Bergo (’08);
Brandon Heroux (’08);
Erin Miller (’08).

Tickets will be available in September
at
our
website,
www.westfieldathletichof.com. The
website also has a way to purchase ads
– quarter-, half-, and full-page, either
for your company/business/team or for
individual inductees. It’s also a wonderful place to spend a few hours just
reading about the past 13 induction
classes and WHS’s wonderful athletic
traditions, or seeing who is under consideration for future induction.
WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Grace Elliott (’18), a sophomore
midfielder, has three goals and three
assists for the 11-5-5 Scranton
women’s soccer team that recently
won the Landmark Conference tournament. She scored the Royals’ fourth
penalty kick in a 5-4 shootout win
over Centre in their NCAA tournament opener last Saturday. On Sunday, the Royals lost to Ohio Northern
on PK’s in the second round.
University of Chicago sophomores
Phil Martini (’17) and Shea Elliott
(’18), both major participants in the
WHS football teams’ 37-game winning streak from 2014-17, were named
to the University Athletic

goleader.com/form/subscribe

The Westfield High School girls
cross-country team placed third in
the Group 4 Championships held at
Holmdel Park on November 16, while
the Blue Devil boys placed eighth in
their race. North Hunterdon won the
girls race with a total of 41 ahead of
Ridgewood at 76 and Westfield at
211. Cherokee won the boys with a
total of 95, while the Blue Devils
totaled 200.
Caroline Collins was the first Blue
Devil girls to cross the line, finishing
26th with a time of 20:00. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Olivia
Zambrio finished 34th at 20:07. Blue
Devils Samantha Salz at 20:14 and
Stacey Salz at 20:30 finished 42-50,
while Raider Gabby Crona came in
51st at 20:30. Blue Devils Elizabeth
Bielen finished 54th at 20:34. Blue
Devils Emily DiSarno at 20:55, Grace
Endy at 21:32 and Maddy Learner at
21:52 finished 80-96-108, followed
by Raider Lauren Hahn at 21:54.
Raiders Brenna Sullivan, Alyona
Kladova and Maritza Garcia finished
135-143-144.
Senior Will Loggia was the first
Blue Devil boy to cross, finishing
eighth at 16:24. Kevin Yucetepe
crossed 25th at 16:46 and Zach
Spergel finished 44th at 17:02. Will
McGlynn at 17:20 and Charles Stock
at 17:28 finished 69-79. Alex

Maurillo at 17:46 and Ben Hacker at
17:54 finished 94-100.
In the Non-Public A race, the Red
Bank Catholic girls nipped Union
Catholic 46-48 for the team title. UC
Viking Leena Morant took fifth with
a time of 19:59 followed by Kathryn
Power at 20:06. Viking Abby
Granrath finished eighth at 20:15.
Viking Elsa Spoor at 20:48 and
Maameyaa Nyinah at 20:51 finished
14-15, while Ashleigh Patterson finished 65th.
Christian Brothers Academy won
the Non-Public A boys race with a
total of 23, followed by St. Peters
Prep at 54. The UC Viking boys
placed sixth at 179. Viking Matt
Granizo finished 13th at 16:51. Zach
Turner at 17:32, Sam Hernandez at
17:44 and Noah Handlin at 17:54
finished 26-31-41. Noah Alston and
Patrick White finished 70-71.
At the Viking Last Chance Invitational at Oak Ridge Park in Clark on
November 13, the Ridge boys edged
Westfield 43-49 in the varsity 5K
race, while the Raiders placed fourth
at 109. Luke Dobrowski of Ridge
took top individual honors crossing
the line in 16:36.8, followed by Blue
Devils Aidan Kilbourn at 16:40.2
and Sivaji Turimella at 16:45.4.
Colman Scanlan at 17:11.1 and
Declan O’Connor at 17:15.2 finished

9-10. SPF Raiders Miles Roper at
17:20.9, Myles Singletary at 17:22.2
and Chris Downey at 17:32.4 finished 15-17-19.
Blue Devil Tom Chen finished 25th
at 17:40. Raiders James Sullivan at
17:42.7, Adam Ali at 17:46.1, Terence
Downey at 17:48.5 an Peter Shih at
17:54 finished 28-30-31-32. Blue
Devils Justin Cheripka at 17:58.8
and Spencer Harding at 18:08.1 finished 34-37.
Summit won the JV boys race with
a total of 29, followed by Westfield at
48 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 64.
Raider Max Cardarelli finished third
with a time of 17:33, followed by
Blue Devil Sal Brown at 17:35. Blue
Devil Dan Laide finished sixth at
17:35 and Raider Josh Garcia finished ninth at 17:40. Blue Devils
Roberto Panora at 17:42 and Liam
Maurillo at 17:47 finished 11-12.
Raider Owen Higinbotham finished
14th at 17:51, followed by Blue Devil
Will Fiorentino at 17:57.
Raiders Ben Jiras at 18:06, Harry
Mills at 18:17 and Malcolm Kahora
at 18:25 finished 18-21-23. Blue
Devils Rory Scialabba at 18:29, Dan
Cortese at 18:34 and Lucas
Buonopane also at 18:34 finished
27-29-30. Blue Devils Jon Scalia and
Owen Craig, and Raider Nick
LaFerrera finished 35-36-37.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING FOR PAY DIRT...Ohio State running back JK Dobbins, No. 2, burned the Rutgers Scarlet Knights for a pair
of touchdowns at Rutgers University in Piscataway on November 16. The Buckeyes thrashed the Scarlet Knights, 56-21.
PUBLIC NOTICE

All The News

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
COUNTY OF UNION NEW JERSEY
TAKE NOTICE, there will be a public
hearing on the Community Development
Block Grant Year 46 applications to be
submitted. This hearing will be held on
Monday, November 25, 2019 at 7:00 PM in
Room 108 of the Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $12.75

www.goleader.com

Thank You for Your
Continued Support
of Local Journalism
goleader.com/form/subscribe

This is your new home
we are talking about

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on September 25, 2019 granted setback variances to Robert & Whitney McCullam for
the setback variances for a second floor
addition at 41 Hunter Avenue, Fanwood,
being Block 53 and Lot 12.
Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Borough Hall during normal business hours.
Robert & Whitney McCullam
41 Hunter Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $15.81

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

Goods & Services Directory
OLIVER A

PAVING

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

Precision Painting Plus

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing in Interior Painting,
Wall Repair, Spackling,
Professional, Neat, Reliable
No job too small
Book me before the holidays!
Free estimates

908-400-5599

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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WESTFIELD
Monday, November 4, Elijah Ali, 22, of
Irvington was arrested on charges of possession of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of prescription
pills without a prescription pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on Maple Street in
Garwood. He was processed at police headquarters and released on a summons.
Wednesday, November 6, James
Burns, 38, of East Brunswick was arrested on charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of prescription pills without a prescription pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on Central Avenue at Park
Street. Burns was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released on
a summons.
Sunday, November 10, Westfield police responded to the Rahway Police
Department for a prisoner pickup. Justice Alderman, 22, of Roselle was arrested on a Westfield Municipal traffic
warrant in the amount of $1,000. Alderman was processed at police headquarters and released after posting bail.
Tuesday, November 12, a 2004 Ford
F-250, white in color, was reported stolen from a business on the 1200 block of
South Avenue at approximately 11:53
p.m. The victim stated that the vehicle
was locked at the time the theft occurred.
Thursday, November 14, Ewan Williams, 27, of Rock Hill, S.C., was arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of Central Avenue and Grove
Street. Williams was transported to police headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.
Thursday, November 14, Jon Eckrote,
51, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle crash at East Broad
Street and Mountain Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a sober adult.
Friday, November 15, a burglary was
reported on Cacciola Place in which a
snow blower, valued at approximately
$400, was stolen from a detached garage. The time frame of the theft is approximately one day.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Sunday, November 3, Muneeb U.
Haque, 23, of Plainfield was arrested on
an active warrant out of Scotch Plains.
Haque was processed and released.
Tuesday, November 5, a resident of
Channing Avenue reported an incident
of fraud. Someone opened cellular accounts in the victim’s name. The matter
is under investigation.
Wednesday, November 6, a resident
of Homestead Terrace reported that their
motor vehicle was burglarized during
the overnight hours. The matter is under
investigation.
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Wednesday, November 6, Eric Nelson,
37, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
active warrant out of Plainfield during a
suspicious-person investigation. Nelson
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.
Thursday, November 7, a resident of
Shackamaxon Drive reported fraudulent
activity on several credit and cellular
accounts. The matter is under investigation.
Thursday, November 7, officers responded to a home on the 1600 block of
King Street on a reported smoke condition. Upon arrival they found a detached
garage engulfed in flames. The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Fire Departments
responded and were able to extinguish
the fire. No injuries were reported.
Thursday, November 7, Saiyanna
Womak, 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with obstruction of
justice during a disturbance call at her
home. She was transported to police
headquarters and processed.
Thursday, November 7, Rashel
Pilataxi, 20, of Carlstadt was arrested
and charged with possession of marijuana during a motor vehicle stop.
Pilataxi was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Friday, November 8, Elizabeth A.
Braxton, 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested on charges of possession of marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia
and being under the influence of a controlled dangerous substance. Also arrested was Mekayla B. White, 18, of
Scotch Plains, who was charged with
being under the influence of a controlled
dangerous substance. Both arrests were
the result of an investigation of a suspicious motor vehicle. Braxton and White
were transported to police headquarters
and processed.
Friday, November 8, Mauricio M.
Mastache, 53, of Rahway was arrested
on an active warrant out of Scotch Plains.
Mastache was processed and released.
Monday, November 11, Catherine N.
Courtot, 28, of Metuchen was arrested
on an active warrant out of Clark during
a motor vehicle stop. Courtot was transported to police headquarters and processed.
FANWOOD
Monday, November 4, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
East 2nd Street for a motor vehicle violation. A check of the driver showed an
active warrant out of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office. The driver was arrested,
processed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office. He was identified as Miguel Chavez, 30, of Roselle.
Thursday, November 7, an officer was
doing an investigative stop on the 75
block of North Martine Avenue. The
person who the officer stopped had an

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance entitled “Ordinance Amending and
Supplementing Part IV of the Health Code of the Town of Westfield to Add a New Chapter,
Chapter 8, Regulating the Sale and Manufacture of Electronic Smoking Devices” of which
the following is a copy was introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield
Board of Health at a regular meeting held on November 4, 2019. The Board of Health will
further consider the same for final passage on December 2, 2019 at 5:30 P.M. The
meeting will be held in the Council Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal Building
located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members
of the public will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Megan Avallone,
Board Secretary
BOH ORDINANCE #3-2019
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING PART IV, BOARD
OF HEALTH REGULATIONS OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD TO ADD A
NEW CHAPTER, CHAPTER 8, REGULATING THE SALE AND MANUFACTURE OF ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES
WHEREAS, an executive summary on the use of electronic smoking devices issued in
2016 by the United States Surgeon General indicates that such devices pose a significant
health risk to youth and young adults; and
WHEREAS, among middle and high school students, 3.62 million were current users
of electronic smoking devices in 2018 according to the US Food & Drug Administration
(FDA); and
WHEREAS, the FDA reports electronic smoking devices use, from 2017 to 2018,
increased 78% among high school students (11.7% to 20.8%) and 48% among middle
school students (3.3% to 4.9%) from 2017 to 2018; and
WHEREAS, the FDA reports that 81% of current youth e-cigarette users cited the
availability of appealing flavors as the primary reason for use; and
WHEREAS, in order to ensure that electronic smoking devices, components or parts
of such devices, electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine are not sold to persons under the
age of twenty-one (21), the Town of Westfield, through its Board of Health, desires to
license and regulate the operation of establishments that sell electronic smoking devices
and related products; and
WHEREAS, licensure and regulation of said establishments will enhance the Town of
Westfield’s ability to enforce activities relative to N.J.S.A. 2A:170-51.4 and N.J.S.A.
2C:33-13.1 that ban the sale and furnishing of tobacco products and electronic smoking
devices to persons under the age of 21 and with N.J.S.A 2A:170-51.9 et seq., that requires
child-resistant packaging of refills for electronic smoking devices; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield now desires to create a new
chapter, Chapter 8, to create a licensing requirement and regulations for retail electronic
smoking device establishments.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Health of the Town of
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey, being duly authorized pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 26:3-31), that the following Chapter is hereby created as follows:
SECTION 1. There is hereby created a new Chapter, Chapter 8, Sale and Manufacture
of Electronic Smoking Devices, as follows:
BOH 8-1. Purpose.
The purpose of this article is to protect the public’s health and general welfare by
licensing and regulating establishments that sell electronic smoking devices.
BOH 8-2. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following words shall mean:
Business shall mean any sole proprietorship, partnership, joint venture, corporation,
association, or other entity formed for profit-making purposes.
Characterizing Flavor shall mean a distinguishable flavor, taste, or aroma, including
but not limited to, any fruit, candy, chocolate, vanilla, honey, cocoa, wintergreen, dessert,
alcoholic beverage, herb or spice flavoring, that is imparted prior to or during consumption
by an electronic smoking device, tobacco product, or other related product, including
electronic liquid, or any smoke, aerosol, or vapor emanating from that device or product.
An electronic smoking device, any cartridge, or other component of the device or other
related product, including liquid nicotine, shall be deemed to have a characterizing flavor
if the device, cartridge, component, or related product is advertised or marketed as having
or producing any such distinguishable flavor, taste or aroma. No tobacco product shall be
determined to have a characterizing flavor solely because of the use of additives or
flavorings or the provision of ingredient information.
Component or Part shall mean any software or assembly of materials intended or
reasonably expected to alter or affect the electronic smoking device’s performance,
composition, characteristics, and ingredients.
Distinguishable shall mean perceivable by either the sense of smell or taste.
Electronic liquid shall mean ingredients, liquids, gels, waxes and powders, including
but not limited to those which may contain nicotine and which may be aerosolized or
vaporized when using an electronic smoking device.
Electronic Smoking Device shall mean a device that can be used to deliver
aerosolized or vaporized nicotine to the person inhaling from the device, including, but
not limited to, an e-cigarette, e-cigar, e-pipe, vape pen, or e-hookah. Electronic smoking
device includes any component, part, or accessory of such a device, whether or not sold
separately, and includes any substance intended to be aerosolized or vaporized during
the use of the device. Electronic smoking device does not include drugs, devices, or
combination products authorized for sale by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, as
those terms are defined in the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.
Employee shall mean any person who is employed or retained as an independent
contractor by any employer in consideration for direct or indirect monetary wages or profit,
or any person who volunteers his or her services for an employer.
Employer shall mean any business or nonprofit entity that retains the service of one
or more Employees.
Health Officer shall mean the Town of Westfield Health Officer or his/her authorized
designee.
Itinerant Establishment means a temporary or permanent business operated from a
truck, a cart, other vehicle, hand-carried portable container or device, or mobile platform
or unit.
License Year shall mean a calendar year commencing on January 1 and ending on
December 31.
Liquid Nicotine shall mean any solution containing nicotine, which is designed or sold
for use with an electronic smoking device.
Liquid Nicotine Container shall mean a bottle or other container of a liquid, wax or gel,
or other substance containing nicotine, where the liquid or other contained substance is
sold, marketed, or intended for use in an electronic smoking device. Liquid nicotine
container does not include a liquid or other substance containing nicotine in a cartridge
that is sold, marketed or intended for use in an electronic smoking device, provided that
such cartridge is prefilled and sealed by the manufacturer, with the seal remaining
permanently intact through retail purchase and use; is only disposable and is not
refillable; and is not intended to be opened by the consumer.
Nonprofit Entity shall mean any entity that meets Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
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active warrant out of Deptford. He was
arrested, processed and released by the
Deptford Municipal Court. He was identified as Justin Batista, 28, of Scotch
Plains.
Friday, November 8, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Terrill Road for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
active warrants out of Plainfield,
Somerville and Bridgewater. The driver
was placed under arrest for the warrants,
and during the search of the defendant
the officer located some suspected marijuana. The defendant was processed and
charged with possession of marijuana
and turned over to the Somerville Police
Department pending her charges. She
was identified as Tracy Brown, 22, of
North Plainfield.
MOUNTAINSIDE
Sunday, November 3, an officer observed a motor vehicle traveling on Route
22 West which failed to stop for a red
light at the intersection of New Providence Road. The vehicle exited the highway into a residential area of Scotch
Plains with no outlet and attempted to
return back onto Route 22 before a motor vehicle stop was conducted. Upon
approaching the driver’s window, the
officer detected an odor of burnt marijuana and the operator admitted to just
having smoked marijuana. The operator’s
eyes appeared to be droopy, blood shot
and swollen. The operator, a 41-year-old
male from Bayonne, was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and issued several motor vehicle
summonses in addition to an active warrant issued by Raritan Borough.
Wednesday, November 6, an officer
observed a motor vehicle traveling on
Route 22 East which had its windshield
obstructed. Upon approaching the operator, the officer was handed an Illinois
driver’s license which he suspected to be
fraudulent. The officer noticed the printing on the license to be blurry and offset
and further investigation revealed the
operator be a New Jersey resident. A
computer check of the Illinois license
found it to be expired in 2012 while the
one presented to the officer expired in
2024. The operator, a 44-year-old male
from North Brunswick, was arrested and
charged with presenting the fraudulent
document.
Thursday, November 7, an officer
observed a motor vehicle traveling on
Route 22 West swerving in and out of the
lane of travel, nearly jumping the curb. A
motor vehicle stop was conducted and
the officer detected a strong odor of an
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alcoholic beverage coming from the vehicle. As the officer conducted the stop
and spoke to the operator, the odor became stronger. After roadside sobriety
tests were conducted it was determined
that the operator was DWI. The officer
arrested the 36-year-old female Plainfield
resident and issued her motor vehicle
summons.
Friday, November 8, an officer observed a motor vehicle traveling on Route
22 West with tinted windows and no
front license plate. A motor vehicle stop
was conducted, during which time the
three occupants began acting suspiciously and drug paraphernalia was observed. Further investigation revealed
the occupants to be in possession of
heroin and prescription medication. A
37-year-old South Bound Brook woman
was arrested and charged with possession of heroin and drug paraphernalia.
She was lodged in the Union County jail.
A 41-year-old Bound Brook male was
arrested and charged with possession of
heroin and drug paraphernalia. He was
released after the arrest. A 36-year-old
Plainsboro male was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia
and issued motor vehicle summons. He
was lodged in the Union County jail.
Monday, November 11, an officer
observed a motor vehicle traveling on
Route 22 West with one headlight out. A
motor vehicle stop was conducted, during which a strong odor of raw marijuana
was detected. The driver of the vehicle
admitted to the officer to having used
marijuana and the remains of a marijuana cigarette were observed on the
console. A search of the vehicle revealed
a bag of marijuana in the center console
of the vehicle as well as a grinder used to
chop marijuana leaves. The operator, a
22-year-old male from Plainfield, was
arrested and charged with possession of
marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia and issued several motor vehicle summonses.
CRANFORD
Wednesday, October 30, Trayjon
Mayo, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested on
charges of distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession of over
50 grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2008 Dodge was
stopped on North Avenue East for unclear plates. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the driver,
Mayo, for distribution of suspected marijuana found inside the vehicle. He was
processed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addition, Mayo
was issued motor vehicle summonses
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Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) as well as any other entity created for charitable,
religious, philanthropic, educational, political, social or similar purposes, the net proceeds
of which are committed to the promotion of the objectives or purposes of the entity and
not to private gain.
Manufacturer shall mean any person, including any repacker and/or relabeler, who
compounds, modifies, mixes, manufactures, fabricates, assembles, processes, labels,
repacks, relabels or imports electronic smoking devices or electronic liquid.
Person shall mean an individual, partnership, cooperative, association, corporation,
personal representative, receiver, trustee, assignee or any other legal entity.
Retail Electronic Smoking Device Establishment shall mean any establishment
that solely sells, distributes, gives, offers or manufactures electronic smoking devices,
components or parts, electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine.
Sale shall mean every delivery of electronic smoking devices, whether the same is by
direct sale or the solicitation or acceptance of an order, including the exchange, barter,
keeping and exposing for sale, delivering for value, peddling and possession with intent
to sell, distribute, or give.
Smoking shall mean inhaling, exhaling, burning, or carrying any lighted or heated
cigar, cigarette, or pipe, or any other lighted or heated tobacco, nicotine, or plant product
intended for inhalation, including hookah and marijuana, whether natural or synthetic.
Smoking also includes the use of an electronic smoking device.
Tobacco Product shall mean any product that is made from or derived from tobacco,
or that contains nicotine, that is intended for human consumption or is likely to be
consumed, whether smoked, heated, chewed, absorbed, dissolved, inhaled or ingested
by any other means, including, but not limited to, a cigarette, a cigar, pipe tobacco,
chewing tobacco, snuff, or snus. Tobacco product also means electronic smoking
devices and any component or accessory used in the consumption of a tobacco product,
such as filters, rolling papers, pipes, and substances used in electronic smoking devices,
whether or not they contain nicotine. Tobacco product does not include drugs, devices,
or combination products authorized for sale by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
and defined in the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.
BOH 8-3. Prohibition on sales and manufacture.
A. Only retail electronic smoking device establishments licensed by the Town of
Westfield Board of Health shall sell electronic smoking devices, components or parts,
electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine.
B. It shall be unlawful for any business within the Town of Westfield to manufacture
electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and or liquid nicotine.
C. It shall be unlawful for a business which holds a retail food establishment license
issued by the Town of Westfield Board of Health, a license for the retail sale of motor fuel
issued by the State of New Jersey, and/or a liquor license issued by the State of New
Jersey to sell electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/or
liquid nicotine.
D. A business which holds a retail food establishment license issued by the Town of
Westfield Board of Health, a license for the retail sale of motor fuel issued by the State of
New Jersey, and/or a liquor license issued by the State of New Jersey and which sells and/
or manufactures electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/
or liquid nicotine shall comply with this section within sixty (60) days of the passage of this
chapter.
BOH 8-4. Entry and employment of persons under the age of twenty-one (21)
prohibited.
A. The entry of individuals under the age of twenty-one (21) into any portion of a retail
electronic smoking device establishment is prohibited.
B. It shall be the duty of a retail electronic smoking device establishment licensee and
his/her employees to verify that any individual entering any portion of the establishment
is aged twenty-one (21) years and older by requesting and examining government-issued
photographic identification immediately upon entry of such individual.
C. No individual under the age of twenty-one (21) shall be employed by a retail
electronic smoking device establishment.
BOH 8-5. Sale, distribution, or provision to person under the age of twenty-one
(21) prohibited.
No person shall sell, distribute or give electronic smoking devices, components or parts,
electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine to any person under the age of 21 years. Each
retailer selling or distributing electronic smoking devices shall verify the age of the
purchaser by means of valid government-issued photographic identification that contains
date of birth.
BOH 8-6. Location of retail electronic smoking device establishment.
No retail electronic smoking device establishment, not presently in operation at the time
of the adoption of the chapter, shall be located within five hundred (500) feet of any public
recreational field or park, public or private elementary or secondary school.
BOH 8-7. Operational requirements.
A. No person shall sell, distribute or give electronic smoking devices, components or
parts, electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine in the Town of Westfield unless an employee
of the establishment controls the sale of such product through direct, face-to-face
exchange between the retailer and the consumer. Self-service displays and vending
machines for the sale of electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic
liquid, and/or liquid nicotine shall be prohibited.
B. No retail electronic smoking device establishment shall allow an employee to sell,
distribute or give electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/
or liquid nicotine until the employee has confirmed he/she has read this article and state
laws pertaining to the sale of electronic smoking devices by signing a form promulgated
by the Department of Health, confirming the same. Forms shall be submitted to the
Department of Health and a copy of the form shall be kept on file at the retail electronic
smoking device establishment and made immediately available at the request of the
Health Officer. All retail electronic smoking device establishments shall comply with this
provision sixty (60) days after adoption of this article. It shall be the duty of the licensee
to ensure that all new employees comply with this section within one (1) week of hire.
C. No retail electronic smoking device establishment shall distribute, or cause to be
distributed, any samples or permit sampling of electronic smoking devices, components
or parts, electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine.
D. No retail electronic smoking device establishment shall use any device within its
establishment to mask or conceal any characterizing flavor or smell of any electronic
liquid and/or tobacco product.
E. A retailer of electronic liquid containers must comply with provisions of N.J.S.A
2A:170-51.9 et. seq., governing child resistant containers, as may from time to time be
amended or supplemented.
BOH 8-8. Signage.
A. Signage shall be conspicuously posted on entry doors to the establishments which
state:
“Entry of persons under the age of twenty-one (21) is prohibited. Government-issued
photographic identification must be presented immediately upon entry.”
B. Signage must be conspicuously posted at the point of display and at the point of sale
which states:
1. “A person who sells or offers to sell tobacco products or electronic smoking or vapor
devices, components, cartridges or related products to a person less than 21 years of age
shall pay a penalty up to $2,000 and may be subject to a license suspension or revocation.
Proof of age may be required for purchase. Those persons or establishments in violation
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for unclear plates, no valid registration
in his possession, no valid insurance
card in his possession and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Thursday, October 31, Richard
Trujillo, 31, of Elizabeth was arrested on
charges of receiving stolen property,
possession of under 50 grams (marijuana) and possession of drug paraphernalia. A 2007 Acura was stopped at
North Avenue East and John Street for
tinted windows. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the driver,
Trujillo, for receiving stolen property
when a license plate previously stolen
from Newark was found inside the vehicle. He also had suspected marijuana
in his possession. He was processed and
provided with a Superior Court appearance date. In addition, Trujillo was issued motor vehicle summonses for tinted
windows, unclear plates, no insurance,
no inspection, no valid registration card,
no valid insurance card and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Monday, November 4, David Cruz,
43, of Elizabeth was arrested on charges
of receiving stolen property, possession
of a controlled dangerous substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia. A suspicious male on a bicycle was stopped,
by police units, while riding along South
Avenue West. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the bicyclist, Cruz, for being in possession of a
stolen bicycle previously taken from
Cranford. He also had suspected crackcocaine in his possession. He was processed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. Cruz was found
to have an active arrest warrant for robbery out of North Arlington and a warrant out of Scotch Plains for burglary.
Monday, November 4, Markenson
Quetant, 26, of Irvington was arrested
on charges of distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession of over
50 grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2014 Toyota was
stopped on South Avenue East for a
view obstruction. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the driver,
Quetant, for suspected marijuana found
inside the vehicle. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Quetant was issued motor vehicle summonses for a
view obstruction, no seatbelt, suspended
driver and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Monday, November 4, Giulliana
Maiorano, 22, of Lyndhurst was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI). Police units were dispatched to High Street for a motor vehicle crash involving a rollover. Following an investigation on scene, police
arrested a driver, Maiorano, for driving
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while intoxicated. She was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, she was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
reckless driving, careless driving, failure to keep right and failure to possess a
valid registration and insurance card for
the vehicle.
Monday, November 4, Unique Davis,
20, of Uniondale, N.Y. was arrested on
charges of credit card theft and possession of prescription legend drugs. A 2018
Nissan was stopped on Centennial Avenue for a seatbelt violation. Following
an investigation on scene, police arrested
a passenger, Davis, for possession of
suspected Rizatriptan and 17 stolen credit
cards found in her possession. She was
processed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued motor vehicle summonses for a seatbelt violation, a view
obstruction and suspended driver.
Wednesday, November 6, Michel
Rojas, 22, of Kearny was arrested on
charges of possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug paraphernalia. A 2013 Hyundai was stopped
at Springfield Avenue and Seneca Road
for speeding. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the driver,
Rojas, for suspected marijuana found
inside the vehicle. She was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Rojas was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
speeding, maintenance of lamps and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Friday, November 8, Pavel
Stepaniouk, 21, of Cranford was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2010 Kia was stopped
on South Avenue East for an expired
inspection decal. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested a passenger, Stepaniouk, for suspected marijuana found inside the vehicle. He was
processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition,
the driver was issued motor vehicle summonses for no inspection and an unregistered vehicle.
Saturday, November 9, Nicholas
Severini, 22, of Clark was arrested on
charges of possession of prescription
legend drugs and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2002 Chevrolet was
stopped at Raritan Road and Centennial
Avenue for a brake light out. Following
an investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Severini, for suspected
Oxycodone found inside the vehicle. He
was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Severini was issued motor vehicle
summonses for maintenance of lamps
and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
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are subject to prosecution.”
2. “Smoking, sampling or using tobacco products or electronic smoking or vapor
devices inside this place of business is prohibited by NJ State Law. Those establishments
or individuals in violation are subject to prosecution.”
BOH 8.9. License, application, fees, display and transferability.
A. No person shall conduct, maintain, or operate a retail electronic smoking device
establishment without first submitting an application for licensure on forms promulgated
by the Town of Westfield Department of Health.
B. Fees in accordance with the following schedule shall be paid annually:
Retail Electronic Smoking Device Establishment License
$1,000.00
C. Licenses issued under the provisions of this article shall expire annually on
December 31 of the year in which the license was issued.
D. Applications for license renewal shall be submitted to the Town of Westfield
Department of Health no less than sixty (60) days prior to expiration.
E. At the time of the initial application and any subsequent renewals, the applicant or
the licensee shall:
1. Disclose if they are also a manufacturer or distributor of electronic smoking devices
and if that part of their business is conducted or takes place at the retail electronic smoking
device establishment or another location(s).
2. Provide contact information for the manufacturer or distributor or other business(es)
from which the electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/
or liquid nicotine are purchased.
F. Each license shall be posted in a conspicuous location where it may be readily
observed at eye level by all patrons before or immediately upon entering the establishment. No portion of the license shall be obstructed from view during display.
G. It shall be unlawful for any person to erase, cancel, deface, or alter a license once
it has been issued by the Town of Westfield Department of Health.
H. The owner or person in charge of an establishment shall permit any Town official,
inspector or police officer who has presented proper identification to fully examine any
license issued under this Chapter.
I. No licenses shall be issued to itinerant establishments, transient merchants, or
peddlers.
J. Licenses and/or permits are not transferable and are not prorated. Any establishment
that changes ownership must submit a new application and receive a new license and/
or permit prior to the opening of the establishment.
BOH 8.10. Inspection and access to premises.
A. The Health Officer or his/her authorized agent shall have the right to inspect any retail
electronic smoking device establishment as often as he/she deems it necessary.
B. Any duly appointed Town Police Officer shall be permitted to enter and inspect the
premises for compliance with this subchapter.
C. All parts of the establishment shall be made accessible to the Health Officer or his/
her designee and any duly appointed Town Police Officer.
D. It shall be unlawful for any licensee or his/her employee to hinder, impede, or fail to
allow the Health Officer or his/her designee or any duly appointed Town Police Officer
needing to perform an inspection, access to all areas of the establishment.
BOH 8.11. Revocation or suspension of license; hearing.
A. Licenses issued under this Section may be revoked or suspended by the Health
Officer or his/her designee, pending a formal hearing before the Town of Westfield Board
of Health, for the following causes:
1. Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement in the application for the establishment
license.
2. Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement made while operating the licensed
business in the Town.
3. Conducting the licensed business within the Town in an unlawful manner or in such
a manner as to constitute a menace to the health, safety, or general welfare of the public.
4. An existing or threatened menace to the public health as determined by the Health
Officer.
5. The owner and/or operator or any employee refuses to permit, hinders, or obstructs,
the Health Officer or his/her designee or any duly authorized Town Police Officer to
inspect the premises or the operations therein.
B. A person, firm, corporation, or other entity whose license has been revoked shall
close the establishment and request all patrons to vacate the premises.
C. The licensee shall be entitled to a hearing before the Town of Westfield Board of
Health within a reasonable time, which is not to exceed fifteen (15) days, for the purpose
of seeking reinstatement of a suspended or revoked license. Written notice of the time and
place of such a hearing shall be served upon the licensee by the Health Officer at least
three (3) days prior to the date set for such hearing. Such notice shall contain a brief
statement of the grounds to be relied upon for revoking, cancelling, or suspending such
license. Notice may be given either by personal delivery thereof to the person to be
notified or be deposited in the United States Post Office in a sealed envelope, postage
prepaid, addressed to such person to be notified at the business address appearing upon
such license by simultaneous regular mail and certified mail, return receipt requested.
D. At the hearing before the Town of Westfield Board of Health, the licensee shall have
an opportunity to answer and may thereafter be heard, and upon due consideration and
deliberation by the Board, the complaint may be dismissed, or if the Board concludes that
the charges have been sustained and substantiated, it may deny reinstatement of the
license and stipulate the conditions required for reinstatement of the license.
E. If any such license shall have been revoked, neither the holder thereof nor any
person acting for him, directly or indirectly, shall be entitled to another license to carry on
the same business within the Town, unless the application for such license shall be
approved by the Board of Health.
BOH 8.12. Enforcement.
This article shall be enforced by the Town of Westfield Board of Health and any duly
appointed Town Police Officer.
BOH 8.13. Violations and penalties.
A. Unless otherwise provided by law, statute, or ordinance, any person(s) who is found
to be in violation of the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction thereof, pay a fine
of $1,000 for the first violation, $1,500 for the second violation, and $2,000 for the third
violation and each subsequent violation. Each violation, and every day in which a
violation occurs, shall constitute a separate violation. No fines shall be issued for sixty
(60) days after publication of this ordinance.
B. These penalties are in addition to any penalties that may be imposed, including but
not limited to penalties imposed by N.J.S.A. 2C33-13.1 et seq.
SECTION 2. BOH Ordinance #1-2014, an ordinance “Setting Licensing Fees for
Electronic Smoking Device Establishments,” is hereby repealed in its entirety.
SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are repealed
to the extent of such inconsistency.
SECTION 4. If any word, phrase, clause, section, or provision of this ordinance shall
be found by any Court of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause, section, or provision shall be severable from the
balance of the ordinance and the remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and
effect.
SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and
publication in the manner provided by law.
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader

Fee: $514.08

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF UNION

goleader.com/form/classified

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
ADDENDUM TO RFP

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Township of Cranford has issued
Addendum No. 1 and Addendum No. 2 in
association with the RFP publicly advertised on October 24, 2019 for the Architectural Services in Connection with
Renovations to 375 Centennial Avenue
Indoor Recreation RFP in order to address questions from prospective bidders.
These addendums are available for public inspection at the Township Clerk’s Office at the Township of Cranford 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016
between 8:30 and 4:00, Monday through
Friday.
The opening of the RFP has been postponed and the new date that the RFP is
due will be Thursday December 5, 2019
at 11:00 a.m.
Mike Robinson
Purchasing Agent
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 5, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the request of Robert & Amelia McTamaney,
1390 & 1410 Terrill Road, Block 14901,
Lots 47 & 49, R-1 Zone, who are seeking
an additional 12 month extension to the
approval period (24 months) previously
granted for a subdivision in 2016. A 12
month extension was previously granted
in 2018.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $26.01

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 19-19-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on November 18, 2019. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, Newq Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance establishes parking stalls
for plug-in electric vehicles.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on December 2,
2019, at 7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on the 13th of November the Planning Board of the Township of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:
Application PB-19-004: Granted approval to Food Truck Inc. for preliminary
and final site plan approval, and multiple
“c” variances and design waivers in order
to construct an addition to an existing warehouse and operate a new technology/food
delivery service on Block 640 Lot 6.01 as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 40-42 Jackson Drive in the C-1
zone and Block 640 Lots 2 and 3 as designated on the Township Tax Map also known
as also 677-679 Raritan Road in the NC
zone.
Donna Pedde,
Secretary
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF UNION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on November 13, 2019, for
the following applications decided upon at
the meeting held on October 16, 2019.
Lori & Ryan Spector, 132 Marlboro
Street. Applicants sought an extension of
approval until February 2021. Extension
approved.
Philip Ellenbogen, 1700 Boulevard.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
deck addition contrary to Section 12.04F2
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a
building coverage of 23.6% where the Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with a deck of 22%. Application approved with conditions.
Darren Mass, 944 Wyandotte Trail.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
inground pool, patio, spa, and outdoor
kitchen area contrary to Section 12.04G of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow an improvement coverage of 8,680 square feet
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
improvement coverage of 7,200 square
feet. Application denied.

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
SERVICES FOR FLOOD MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CFDA#97.029)
FMA-PJ-02-NJ-2017-005
The Township of Cranford is soliciting
qualifications through a fair and open process in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq.
Sealed RFP responses should be addressed to Patricia Donahue, Township
Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016. Sealed RFP responses will
be received by the Township Clerk on
Thursday, December 12, 2019, at 10:00
a.m. in the office of the Township Clerk,
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, at which
time and place responses will be opened
for:
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES FOR FLOOD
MITIGATION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM (CFDA#97.029)
FMA-PJ-02-NJ-2017-005

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $40.80

Beginning on Thursday, November 21,
2019, submission packages may be obtained at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908)
709-7210, during regular business hours,
8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays, or by downloading the documents on the Township’s
website: https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.
Registration on the Township’s website is
required.
Respondents shall comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.
By order of the Township Committee:
Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan,
Township Administrator
Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF UNION

(10%) of the amount bid, except that the
check shall not exceed $20,000.00. The
successful bidder is hereby notified that a
performance bond and labor and material
(payment) bond for the full amount of this
project is required.
All bids shall be addressed to Patricia
Donahue, Township Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016. The bidding contractor shall submit one (1) original and one (1) copy of
their bid, both respectively labeled.
The award of the Contract for this project
will not be made until the necessary funds
have been provided by the Owner in a
lawful manner.
The Township or the Engineer reserves
the right to require a complete financial
and experience statement from prospective bidders showing that they have satisfactorily completed work of the nature required before furnishing proposal forms or
specifications, or before awarding the Contract.
Proposals for this Contract will only be
accepted from bidders who have properly
qualified in accordance with the requirements of the Contract documents.
The right is also reserved to reject any or
all bids or to waive any informalities where
such informality is not detrimental to the
best interest of the Owner. Further, the
Owner reserves the right to abandon the
project and reject the bids entirely if any
legal or state or federal administrative action is taken against the Owner which
could delay or jeopardize the project from
commencing. The right is also reserved to
increase or decrease the quantities specified in the manner designated in the Specifications.
The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the following:
A. Affirmative Action requirements (P.L.
1975, C.127, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. &
N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.).
B. The provisions of the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25
et seq.).
C. Anti-Kickback Regulations under Section 2 of the Act of June 13, 1934, known as
the Copeland Act.
D. Worker and Community Right-toKnow Act (N.J.S.A. 34:5A-1).
E. Anti-Drug/Alcohol plan in accordance
with 49 CFR Parts 40, 199 and 391.
The bid must also be accompanied by a
list of names and addresses of all stockholders owning 10% or more of the stock in
accordance with the provisions of the Public Disclosure Law (P.L. 1988, C.33,
N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2).
By order of the Township Committee:
Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan,
Township Administrator
Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $112.71

Charles & Jamie Parks, 411 Everson
Place. Applicants sought approval to construct a two-story addition and covered
porch contrary to Section 11.08E14 and
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
no garage where the Ordinance requires a
one car garage; to allow a front yard setback of 35 feet where the Ordinance requires a front yard setback of 35.7 feet.
Application approved with conditions.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by the Township of
Cranford, Union County, New Jersey for
the “2019 Municipal Paving Program –
Phase 3” project and be opened and read
in public at the Township of Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, on Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
prevailing time.
This project includes one (1) Base Bid
and one (1) Alternate Bid. The Base Bid
consists of the roadway improvements of
approximately 6,000 LF of 28 feet – 30 feet
roadways within the Township and includes
the construction of accessible curb ramps,
concrete sidewalk, full-depth pavement
repairs, HMA milling and resurfacing, traffic striping, and resetting of existing inlet
castings with minor upgrades. Alternate
Bid ‘A’ consists of the construction of approximately 8,000 linear feet of curbing,
the reconstruction of driveway aprons and
various other improvements on the same
roadways within the Township. All work on
this contract must be completed within
ninety (90) calendar days from issuance of
a Notice to Proceed.
Contract Documents and Drawings for
the proposed work, which have been prepared by the Township Engineer, Carl P.
O’Brien, P.E. of Maser Consulting P.A.,
are on file in the Township of Cranford, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016 as well as the office of said Engineer at 400 Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount
Arlington, New Jersey 07856 and may be
inspected by prospective bidders during
business hours, beginning Thursday, November 21, 2019.
Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Contract Documents by request upon
proper notice and payment of a non-refundable charge of $125.00 payable to
Maser Consulting P.A. to defray the cost
thereof. Beginning on Thursday, November 21, 2019, Contract documents are
available for purchase at the Engineer’s
Office, Maser Consulting P.A., 400 Valley
Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington, New
Jersey 07856, (973) 398-3110. Proposals
must be made on the standard Proposal
forms in the manner designated in the
Contract documents and must be enclosed
in sealed envelopes bearing the name and
address of the Bidder and the name of the
project on the outside. The envelope must
be accompanied by a Statement of Consent of Surety from a surety company
authorized to do business in the State of
New Jersey and acceptable to the municipality and either a Bid Bond or a Certified
Check drawn to the order of “Township of
Cranford” for not less than ten percent

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Area Blood Drive Set
For November 27

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 19-17-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on September 16, 2019. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance amends Ordinance 1806-R of the Borough Code relating to Chapter 242, Sanitary Sewers/Sewer Connection Fees.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on December 2,
2019, at 7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF UNION

CLARK — New Jersey Blood
Services, a division of New
York Blood Center (NYBC),
has announced that a Clark
Community Blood Drive will
take place on Wednesday, November 27.
The drive will be held between 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. at the
Clark Rescue Squad headquarters, located at 875 Raritan
Road, Clark.
Donors must be at least 16
years old with a signed NYBC
parental consent form, weigh
110 pounds or more and eat
before donating. Participants
are asked to bring identification with a signature or photo.
To s i g n u p o n l i n e , v i s i t
tinyurl.com/GiveBloodNJBS.
The Sponsor Code is 11959.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS
FOR
GRANT ADMINISTRATION
SERVICES FOR FLOOD MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CFDA#97.029)
FMA-PJ-02-NJ-2017-005

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thursday, November 21, 2019

CLASSIFIEDS
RAHWAY ESTATE SALE

LCSW & ADMIN ASST

886 Maurice Ave.
Saturday 11/23
10am to 3pm
ONE DAY ONLY!
Everything Must Go! Living Room,
Bedrooms, Curio, China Cabinet,
Mower, Grill, File Cabinets, Folding Tables, Lots of Tools, & More!
For Pics & Info DovetailsUSA.com

LCSW
(part-time)
and
administrative assistant (parttime) needed ASAP for non-profit
counseling center. Email resume
to cchd201@aol.com or call
(908) 276-0590

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
qualifications through a fair and open process in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq.
Sealed RFP responses should be addressed to Patricia Donahue, Township
Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016. Sealed RFP responses will
be received by the Township Clerk on
Thursday, December 12, 2019, at 10:00
a.m. in the office of the Township Clerk,
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, at which
time and place responses will be opened
for:
GRANT ADMINISTRATION
SERVICES FOR FLOOD MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CFDA#97.029)
FMA-PJ-02-NJ-2017-005
Beginning on Thursday, November 21,
2019, submission packages may be obtained at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908)
709-7210, during regular business hours,
8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays, or by downloading the documents on the Township’s
website: https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.
Registration on the Township’s website is
required.
Respondents shall comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.
By order of the Township Committee:
Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan,
Township Administrator
Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/21/19, The Leader Fee: $45.90

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 5, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Naromie Louis-Baltazar, 1975
Valley Avenue, Block 1902, Lot 15.01, B3 Highway Business Zone, who is proposing to construct a second floor addition
above the existing garage at the aforementioned property which is a pre-existing
non-conforming use as a single family
dwelling in this zone district, contrary to the
following Zoning Ordinances:
Section 23-6, Non-Conforming Uses:
23-6.1 Continuance
a. Except as otherwise provided in this
chapter, the lawful use of land or buildings
existing at the date of the adoption of this
chapter may be continued although such
use of building does not conform to the
regulations specified by this chapter for
the zone in which such land or building is
located, provided however,
3. That no nonconforming use may be
expanded.
Section 23-3.12 – The addition proposed would create a second dwelling unit
for the property which is also a prohibited
use.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

HELP WANTED

Part Time Assistant/Receptionist
with Experience, 15 hours a week
in Downtown Cranford Office,
Basic Computer and Office Skill
Required. Mail Resume to:
18 HALE STREET
CRANFORD, NJ 07016
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

Man Charged In Assault of
Police Officers, Arson
LINDEN — A Linden man is in custody and criminally charged after setting a bed on fire in his home over the
weekend and physically attacking two
police officers who responded to the
scene, acting Union County Prosecutor
Lyndsay V. Ruotolo and Linden Police
Chief David Hart jointly announced
Monday.
Zumana Karamoko, 23, is charged with
second-degree aggravated arson, seconddegree aggravated assault on a police
officer, third-degree resisting arrest, two
counts of third-degree aggravated assault
on a police officer, and fourth-degree
criminal mischief.
At approximately 10:45 a.m. on the
morning of Sunday Linden patrol officers responded to a home on the 600
block of Chandler Avenue on a report
that a resident of the home was attempting to set the building on fire, according
to Union County Assistant Prosecutor
Melissa Caparruva, who is prosecuting
the case.
The first officer to arrive at the scene
was attacked and rendered unconscious
by Karamoko, who also injured another
responding officer while resisting arrest
moments later in the area of East Blancke
Street and Baltimore Avenue.
The fire was quickly extinguished by
the Linden Fire Department. The most

seriously injured officer was transported
to University Hospital in Newark with
serious but not life-threatening injuries. The second officer was treated for
minor injuries at Trinitas Regional
Medical Center in Elizabeth, while a
third officer was treated for smoke inhalation at RWJ University HospitalRahway.
Karamoko remains in custody pending
a first appearance and detention hearing
to be scheduled to take place in state
Superior Court. The incident remains
under investigation, and anyone with information is being urged to contact Linden Police Department Detective Maurice
Rawlins at (908) 474-8537.

Support Local Journalism
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

work or materials necessary therefor
or incidental thereto, all as shown on
and in accordance with the plans and
specifications thereon on file in the
Office of the Clerk.

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE 19-18-S

TOTAL

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on November 18, 2019. It will be
further considered for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the
governing body to be held at the Municipal Building, at 75 North Martine Avenue, in the
Borough of Fanwood, on December 2, 2019 at 7:00 o’clock PM. During the week prior to
and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be
available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the
members of the general public who shall request the same. The summary of the terms
of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE RESTATING BOND ORDINANCE NO. 19-01S TO PROVIDE AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,492,000 FOR VARIOUS
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE
ISSUANCE OF $1,036,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR
FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Purpose(s): Road improvements to Stewart Place and Ginder Place, including curbing
and drainage; improvements to Paterson Road, Phase II, including curbing and drainage
and Curb and sidewalks improvements to Martine Avenue, including milling and paving.
Appropriation: $1,492,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,036,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $400,000 expected to be received from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation.
Section 20 Costs: $200,000
Useful Life: 18.66 Years
This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
BOND ORDINANCE RESTATING BOND ORDINANCE NO. 19-01-S TO
PROVIDE AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,492,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE
OF $1,036,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING
PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members
thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION ONE:
The Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood has ascertained and determined to
restate Bond Ordinance 19-01-S, and accordingly Bond Ordinance 19-01-S is restated
as follows:
“SECTION 1:
The improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance (the “Improvements”)
are hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Borough as general improvements. For
the said Improvements there is hereby appropriated the amount of $1,492,000, such sum
includes the sum of (a) $400,000 expected to be received from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation in connection with the improvement described in Section
3(a)(1) and (b) $56,000 as the down payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local
Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey
Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”). The Down Payment is
now available by virtue of provisions in one or more previously adopted budgets for down
payments for capital improvement purposes.
SECTION 2:
In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvements not covered by the
application of the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized
to be issued in the principal amount of $1,036,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local
Bond Law (the “Bonds”). In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily
finance said improvements or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the
Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding
$1,036,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation
Notes” or “Notes”).
SECTION 3:
(a) The Improvements authorized and the purpose for which obligations are to be
issued, the estimated cost of each Improvement and the appropriation therefor, the
estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for each Improvement and
the period of usefulness of each Improvement are as follows:
Appropriation
Estimated
Period
and Estimated Maximum Amount
of
Cost
of Bonds or Notes Usefulness

Improvements
1. Road improvements to Stewart
Place and Ginder Place, including curbing and drainage, and including all
work or materials necessary therefor
or incidental thereto, all as shown on
and in accordance with the plans and
specifications thereon on file in the
Office of the Clerk.
2. Improvements to Paterson Road,
Phase II, including curbing and drainage, and including all work or materials
necessary therefor or incidental thereto,
all as shown on and in accordance with
the plans and specifications thereon
on file in the Office of the Clerk.
3. Curb and sidewalks improvements to Martine Avenue, including
milling and paving and including all
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$542,000

$134,000

20 years

750,000

712,000

20 years

200,000

190,000

10 years

$1,492,000

$1,036,000

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose
of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvements is $1,036,000.
(c) The estimated cost of the Improvements is $1,492,000 which amount represents
the initial appropriation made by the Borough.
SECTION 4:
All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be
determined by the chief financial officer of the Borough (the “Chief Financial Officer”);
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date. The Notes shall bear
interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief
Financial Officer. The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection
with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial
Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations. All
Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of
Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to
sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them
to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued
interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof. The Chief Financial Officer is
directed to report in writing to the Borough Council of the Borough at the meeting next
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is
made. Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the
maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser.
SECTION 5:
The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions
of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith. The resolution in the form
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital
budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government
Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the
Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.
SECTION 6:
The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated:
(a) The Improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are not current
expenses, and are capital improvements or properties that the Borough may lawfully
make or acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or
shall be specially assessed on property specially benefited thereby.
(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvements, within the limitations of the Local
Bond Law, and according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the
Bonds authorized by this bond ordinance, is 18.66 years.
(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly
prepared and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk and a complete executed duplicate
thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services,
Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey. Such statement shows that the
gross debt of the Borough, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the
authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this bond ordinance by $1,036,000 and
the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local
Bond Law.
(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $200,000 for items of expense listed in and
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the
Improvements, as indicated herein.
SECTION 7:
Any funds received from time to time by the Borough as contributions in aid of financing
the purposes described in Section 3 of this Ordinance shall be used for financing said
Improvements by application thereof either to direct payment of the cost of said
Improvements or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the obligations of the
Borough authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance. Any such funds received may, and
all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said
Improvements shall, be held and applied by the Borough as funds applicable only to the
payment of obligations of the Borough authorized by this Bond Ordinance.
SECTION 8:
The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance. The
obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be
obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the
payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount.
SECTION 9:
The Chief Financial Officer of the Borough is hereby authorized to prepare and to
update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed
in connection with the sale of obligations of the Borough and to execute such disclosure
document on behalf of the Borough. The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to
enter into the appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf
of the Borough pursuant to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission
(the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and beneficial owners of obligations of the Borough
and to amend such undertaking from time to time in connection with any change in law,
or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and continues to be, in the opinion
of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the requirements of the Rule. In
the event that the Borough fails to comply with its undertaking, the Borough shall not be
liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific performance
of the undertaking.
SECTION 10:
This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury
Regulation Section 1.150-2. The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with
respect to the Improvements prior to the date that Borough incurs debt obligations under
this Bond Ordinance. The Borough reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures
with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this Bond Ordinance. The
maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the costs of the
Improvements is $1,036,000.
SECTION 11:
This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law.”
SECTION TWO:
This restated bond ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication
thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law.
1 T - 11/21/19, The Times
Fee: $321.30
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Cranford Public Schools Full Day
Kindergarten Registration is Open

HELPING HANDS...Pictured, a memorial exists in the front of Westfield High
School (WHS) for two founders of the WHS Helping Hands fund, Thom Hornish
and Cindy Gallagher.

WHS Helping Hands Fund
Committed to ‘Doing Good’
WESTFIELD -- Over the years,
faculty, staff, students and their families at Westfield High School (WHS)
have suffered serious illness or death
of an immediate family member or
extraordinary and unexpected financial expenses. These difficult times
can result in financial hardship for
families. Westfield High School Helping Hands (WHSHH) fund, established in 2012, helps ease the financial burden placed on families during
these stressful times.
In 2011, the idea for the fund was
spearheaded by Thom Hornish, a
former WHS social studies teacher,
and parent Cindy Gallagher, the WHS
PTSO President at the time. The original seed money, almost $3,000, was
raised via a spring raffle sale. Without Thom or Cindy, it is unlikely the
fund would be here today.
Since WHSHH’s inception in 2012,
WHSHH has distributed over $37,500
to 40 families. Direct donations are
critical to this fund’s existence. Donations directly impact the lives of
families within the WHS community.
The WHSHH board, which includes
current and alumni faculty, staff and
parents, ensures the funds are thoughtfully and prudently distributed to individuals whose financial needs are
not capable of being met from, other
sources. The board also ensures the
fund is not depleted.
Donna Hornish, the wife of Thom,
former faculty member at WHS and
current board member stated, “Living and working in a bucolic town
like Westfield, it’s easy to forget that
there are those in our midst who may
be struggling, both financially and
emotionally. With so many people
across nations dealing with need and
crisis, we strive to make a difference
in any way that we can. Although the
help we offer may seem small in the
face of greater need, the families that
we assist are so grateful that someone
is looking out for them and offering a
literal helping hand. The letters of

thanks that we receive are both heartbreaking and heartwarming. One family expressed that they had reached a
point in their lives when it seemed
impossible to struggle through even
one more day. Our small gesture gave
them hope and courage, knowing that
someone was watching and cared
enough to reach out. So many worthwhile charities are seeking your help,
but we hope that you will look to your
own cherished community.”
Currently, the Westfield Foundation, a local non-profit organization
committed to ‘doing good’ in and
around Westfield, holds and manages
the funds collected. By having the
Foundation manage the fund, all donors get the added benefit of a taxdeductible donation.
Please consider making a holiday
donation to the WHSHH fund. Those
who wish to make a donation, the
WHSHH requests that donation
checks be made payable to ‘Westfield
Foundation’ with the memo to read,
“WHSHH 2019 appeal’ and please
mail directly to the Foundation. The
mailing address is: The Westfield
Foundation, PO Box 2295, Westfield
NJ 07091. The WHSHH appreciates
donations and are very grateful for
the past and future generosities of the
WHS community. For any questions
or concerns, please email:
ingridmcki@gmail.com.

Reducing Student
Stress Ideas Sought
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parent Teacher Council (PTC) is seeking input. For those who missed the
PTC collaborative, ideas-generating
workshop to identify ways to help
reduce student stress on November
20, ideas can be submitted via email
to: ptc@westfieldnjk12.org.
Outcomes will be shared with Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
and the Board of Education to identify next steps.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Board of Education will continue to
hold two tuition-based full-day kindergartens for the 2020-2021 school
year, pending sufficient enrollment.
In anticipation of high interest in the
program, a child’s participation will
be based on a lottery.
Children who will be five years old
by October 1, 2020, and are Cranford
residents are eligible for the full-day
kindergarten program. The application can also be downloaded from
www.cranfordschools.org (click on the
“For Parents” tab or under “Latest
News” ). Application must be submitted to the Superintendent’s Office by 4
p.m. on Tuesday, November 26, 2019.
Applications submitted after November 26, will be placed on a waiting list.
Names are chosen through the use
of a random number generator. Ap-

plicants will be notified via email
after December 2, 2019, if they have
been selected or placed on a waitlist.
Applicants should be aware there is a
tuition charge of $735 per month.
For additional information or questions, call the Office of the Superintendent at (908) 709-6202.
Please note that the locations of the
full-day kindergarten programs are
Bloomingdale Avenue School and
Walnut Avenue School. Parents/
Guardians will be responsible for
transportation. Children attending the
full day program will be placed in
their home school for first grade in
2021-2022.
Registration for half-day, full-day
kindergarten and first grade children
who are new to the Cranford Schools
will be conducted the week of February 17, 2020.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

ARMY DAD...Anthony DeFoe, a 12-year veteran of the U.S. Army, speaks to first
graders at McKinley School on November 11, as his son, Quinn (pictured left)
proudly looks on.

Westfield Public Schools
Honors Veterans

Photo courtesy of Andrew Feldman, BPS PTA

THANK YOU...During the Veterans Day assembly at Brookside Place Elementary School in Cranford on November 11, family members who served in the
United States Armed Forces were given the opportunity to share their stories. “It
allows the students and staff alike to hit pause on the busy lives each of us lead to
express our tremendous show of thanks for individuals whom we owe so much to,”
Principal Michael Klimko said. “Hearing the stories of their service in one or more
branches of our Armed Forces provides such a wonderful example for our students
(and staff alike) to reflect upon.” Veterans pictured, left to right, back row, are:
James Washington, Stu Rosenthal, Timothy Pentimone; front row: Herbert Sieh,
William Blessing, Thomas Lygate, Seymour Mendel, Michael Maguire, Jeffrey
Zlotnick, Ronald Niemsyk and John Passmore. Not Pictured: Fred Reingold.

2019 New Jersey Exemplary Educators
Named from SP-F Schools
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District has
announced that Sharon Atta, eighth
grade Social Studies Teacher at Terrill
Middle School, Ronald Litz, seventh
grade Social Studies Teacher at Park
Middle School, and Daniel Valentine, eleventh grade Social Studies
Teacher at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, have been selected as
2019 New Jersey Exemplary Educators.
On November 11, Joan Mast, Superintendent of Schools, Ed.D., along
with building Principals Noel Baxter,
Supervisor of Social Studies, and
Candice Testa, President of SPFEA,
honored the teachers in their classrooms presenting them with their certificates of recognition.
The goal of the program is to identify educators who are valued by their
school and community and have exhibited strong knowledge and skills,

have an inspiring presence and a clear
vision for quality teaching and learning.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District is fortunate to have Mr. Litz,
Ms. Atta and Mr. Valentine who provide a positive impact on our students,
colleagues and the school community.

SP-F PAL to Hold Cops
& Kids Intramurals

WESTFIELD -- Students and staff
across the Westfield Public School
District honored the nation’s military
veterans with assemblies and other
commemorations to thank them for
their service and sacrifice.
Colorful signs in red, white and
blue adorned the gymnasium walls at
Edison Intermediate School as the
eighth grade band and chorus performed patriotic medleys at the
school’s annual Veterans Day assembly. A video presentation paid tribute
to friends and relatives of students
and staff who are veterans, including
the late Westfield High School principal Dr. Derrick Nelson who served
in the U.S. Army Reserves for more
than 20 years.
“These are some of the most important years of your life,” Edison
Principal Matthew Bolton told the
students. “You are learning about how
to make important decisions about
the type of person you want to be.
And there are no better role models
than our veterans.”
Edison keynote speaker and science
teacher Christopher Wiley, a former
member of the U.S. Army and Army
National Guard, gave a brief history
lesson on the military while encouraging students to reconnect with the
nation’s veterans by creating care packages, conducting food drives and volunteering at homes for veterans.
Nearby, at McKinley School, first
graders in April Krihak’s class welcomed Anthony DeFoe, who served
in the U.S. Army for 12 years. Mr.

DeFoe’s first-grade son beamed with
pride as his father spoke to the class.
“My family has a long history of
military service,” said Mr. DeFoe,
whose grandfather served in the U.S.
Navy during World War II while his
father, an Army veteran, conducted
artillery training during the Vietnam
War.
Students at Franklin Elementary
School heard from U.S. Army veteran Lieutenant Colonel Ron
McGovern, who explained the
branches of the armed services and
Lieutenant Sean Joffe, who served
five years in the U.S. Navy Civil
Engineer Corps, helping to build
bridges, tunnels, and training bases
while repairing existing water pumping stations to ensure clean water for
the troops.
“It feels like just a few years ago
that I was sitting here,” said Mr. Joffe,
a former Franklin student whose second-grade teacher 30 years ago was
Eileen Cambria, now principal, and
whose daughter currently attends first
grade at Franklin.
Roosevelt Intermediate School held
its 21st Annual Veterans Day Honor
Assembly, honoring Helmuth Meditz,
who served five years in the U.S.
Army National Guard, with the “Heroes Among Us” award. Students from
various grade levels spoke about the
history of Veterans Day and what it
means to citizens while patriotic music was performed by the eighth grade
band and chorus along with the Sharps
& Flats choral group.

SCOTCH PLAINS-- The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL is holding their
third annual ‘Cops & Kids’ Intramural
Program, for students in grades 5 to 8 at
Terrill Middle School on December
20, 2019, and February 7, 2020, from
2:40 to 4:30 p.m.
Forms are available in the Middle
School offices, or at the following
websites: www.scotchplainspolice.org
or www.fanwoodpolice.org to download a copy.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

HEROES AMONG US...During its annual Veterans Day assembly on November
11, Roosevelt Intermediate School honored Helmuth Meditz, who served five
years in the U.S. Army National Guard, with the “Heroes Among Us” award. Mr.
Meditz is pictured here with Roosevelt Principal Brian Gechtman (at left) and
teacher/assembly coordinator Brian Vieth.
WORLD OF VOCAB...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Elementary third grade
students welcomed the Rotary Club into their schools on November 13. Every year
third graders look forward to their visit with the Rotarians as they present the
students with dictionaries to open up their world of vocabulary as a chance to help
promote great readers and writers. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District is
grateful to the Rotary Club for supporting our schools. Pictured are students from
School One with their dictionaries.

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL
Accredited by American Montessori Society

SPFHS Senior Maggie Lapolla
Signs Letter of Intent
BOUNTIFUL HOLIDAY…Thanks to the generosity of the Mount Saint Mary
Academy community, Thanksgiving can be a more bountiful holiday for clients of
Project PAUL in Keansburg. Students, faculty and staff at the Watchung-based
Catholic high school held a food drive over the last month to aid those in need
during the Thanksgiving holiday. Pictured with some of the donations that will be
given, are: Maggie Burke of Westfield, Kayla DeAngelis of Basking Ridge,
Maggie Barr of North Brunswick and Jaclyn Dencker of Westfield.

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses
December 3
9:30 a.m.
Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue
908-233-7447

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District is
very proud to have Maggie Lapolla
sign her National Letter of Intent to
play Division I Girls’ Lacrosse at the
University of Maryland Baltimore
County. Maggie has been a threeyear starter for Girls’Tennis and Girls’
Lacrosse as a Raider after transferring in her Sophomore year.
Maggie earned First Team All-Conference Honors as a Junior last year

and has been a leader on and off the
field. Her leadership by example is
prevalent in her play as she is a nonstop hustling athlete who motivates
others by her hard work and dedication. Maggie will serve as the captain
of the Girls’ Lacrosse team this spring.
Maggie is among the top scorers in
the program’s history when totaling
her assists and goals and we are anticipating another great season this
spring.

December 12
9:30 a.m.
Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road
908-322-4652

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

www.christopheracademy.com

We Sell
Space
To Advertise,
Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com

Photo courtesy of Michelle H. Daino, Director of Communications, for Mount Saint Mary Academy

ON TO UNIVERSITY…On the morning of November 14, Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung marked the athletic commitment of Westfield resident and
senior Natasha Koetje. She signed her letter of intent to play lacrosse, Division 1,
at American University. Pictured with Natasha are (at left) Denise Materia,
Director of Athletics and Assistant Directress for Athletics, Student Activities and
Discipline, and (at right) Sister Lisa D. Gambacorto, RSM, Ed.S., the Directress
of Mount Saint Mary Academy. Natasha is the daughter of Jeffrey and Noelle
Koetje.

MOVING ON, UP...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Maggie
Lapolla signs her National Letter of Intent to play Division I Girls’ Lacrosse at the
University of Maryland Baltimore County.
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WHS to Present Play
Radium Girls This Weekend

HOLIDAY TENORS…NJFO and The Three Holiday Tenors will perform at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Saturday, December 7, at 7 p.m.

Celebrate the Holiday Season
With NJ Festival Orchestra
WESTFIELD — From traditional
to pops, choral favorites, renowned
tenor fare and Broadway favorites,
the winter season of Westfield’s New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) concerts will fill the entire family with
warmth and cheer.
On Saturday, December 7, NJFO,
led by Maestro David Wroe, kicks off
the holiday season with a bang and
plenty of bling with The Three Holiday
Tenors, a family festival of traditional
and contemporary Holiday songs and
music, sing-a-longs and more.
The concert features Metropolitan
Opera’s internationally acclaimed tenor
Barry Banks, and award-winning tenors Jesse Donner and Matthew Vickers
to celebrate and captivate with a dazzling selection of renowned tenor arias.
Traditional carols, signature versions
of familiar fare and a host of wintertime
curiosities are also sure to delight.
“We are thrilled to welcome The
Three Holiday Tenors–each more talented than the next–to help us welcome in the Holiday season,” said
Maestro Wroe. “We believe there is
something for everyone in this performance. Our concert is a vessel for
children, parents, grandparents and
friends–indeed the entire community–
to come together through festive music at this unique time of the year.”
This seasonal stroll of timeless classics and sentimental favorites, sure to
bring joy, smiles, and distinctive holiday memories to one and all, has been
made possible in part by support from
The Westfield Foundation, a Union
County H.E.A.R.T grant and The NJ

State Council on the Arts.
The first concert takes place on
Saturday, December 7, at 7 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
It will also be performed on Sunday,
December 8, at 3 p.m. at The Concert
Hall at Drew University in Madison.
Tickets start at $30 for adults and
there is a special discount price of
only $15 for all students under 21.
Tickets are also available for Broadway Through the Ages, NJFO’s New
Year’s annual musical celebration and
one of New Jersey’s much anticipated
and most popular New Year’s events.
This year’s performance promises a
superb revue of American musical theater showstoppers and Broadway classics presented in glorious symphonic
splendor. This is a New Year celebration at its finest.
Come join the festivities in
Westfield on December 31, at 7 p.m.,
as guest Broadway soloists Analisa
Leeming (School of Rock, King and
I, Hello Dolly), Jacob Keith Walker
(Carousel, Hello Dolly) and friends
from Dance Theatre of Harlem join
Maestro David Wroe to swing to favorites from America’s Great
Songbook.
Tickets start at $42 with a special
discount price of $15 for students
under 21, making this event a perfect
way for the entire family to welcome
in the New Year together.
Tickets are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling (908) 232-9400. Patrons are
advised to purchase tickets online to
avoid all ticketing and handling fees.

Local Author / Illustrator Entertains
Battered Mothers and Their Children
SCOTCH PLAINS – Last Wednesday night at the Carol G. Simon House,
Scotch Plains resident and retired
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
English teacher, Gwyn English
Nielsen, also a published author/illustrator, professional actor, and
singer utilized all of her talents whilst
entertaining an assortment of 20
abused mothers and their children.
The program, arranged through an
agreement with Music for All Seasons and New Jersey Battered Women
Services, focused on a dramatic reading of Nielsen’s first children’s book
in print, the timely “Torey the Turkey
Goes Skiing,” a story about the love
of friendship between a skiing turkey
and a rabbit, set just after Thanksgiving on the slopes of the Rockies.

Accompanying herself on electric
guitar, Ms. Nielsen sang six related
thematic songs, including three original pieces, that she integrated into the
plotline of the story. The moms and
children followed the story and were
able to sing along via copies of the
actual picture book and lyrics, which
Ms. Nielsen provided.
After the storytelling/songfest,
Nielsen taught the group how to draw
a turkey similar to protagonist Torey,
and one by one, the children traveled
up to the performance space in order
to present their drawings to their peers
and the mothers.
Ms. Nielsen signed and donated
copies of “Torey the Turkey” to each
mom and child at the close of the
presentation.

NJ Youth Symphony Hosts
Day of Winds November 22

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department
takes on a captivating play about environmental activism in their upcoming
production of Radium Girls on Thursday, November 21, Friday, November
22, and Saturday, November 23.
Inspired by true events, Radium
Girls, written by D.W. Gregory, tells
the story of New Jersey factory women
in the late-1920s who hand-painted
luminous watch dials until they mysteriously contracted radiation poisoning
and became terribly ill. It traces the
efforts of Grace Fryer (Sophie
Tananbaum), a dial painter, as she
fights for her day in court against factory owner and former employer,
Arthur Roeder (Matthew Meixner).
Roeder was an idealistic man who
couldn’t bring himself to believe that
the radium used to paint the watches
had anything to do with the terrifying
rash of illnesses among his employees. Radium was then believed to cure
cancer and was marketed as a health
tonic.
Throughout the case, Grace finds
herself in a long and painful journey,
battling not just with the U.S. Radium
Corporation, but with her own family
and friends, who fear that her campaign for justice will backfire. Radium
Girls is a fast-moving ensemble piece
offering a wry, unflinching look at the
commercialization of science.
“Radium Girls tells the story of a
courageous battle that ultimately saved
millions of workers by laying the
groundwork for new labor laws in our
country. It reminds us of the voices
from our past that worked bravely to
protect our future,” said WHS Theatre
Director Daniel Devlin. “Our cast and
crew have come together to bring this
powerful story to life with great honesty and wit.”
Other cast members include: Joey
Gamba as Raymond Berry, Noah

Lipkind as Edward Markley, Talia
McRoberts as Irene Rudolph, Remi
Shendell as Kathryn Schaub, Eva
Boyes as Mrs. MacNeil, Evan Leone
as Dr. Von Sochocky, Alexandra Sica
as Sob Sister, McKenzie Waddell as
Reporter, Sarah Rappoport as Madame Curie and Harriet, Jessie Karlin
and Olivia Mazzola as Society Women,
Sophia Rossetti as Mrs. Fryer, Sean
Marner as CB “Charlie” Lee, Finn
McGurn as Tom Kreider, Zoe
Greenzang as Mrs. Michaels, Ryan
Williamson as Dr. Martland, Liz
Rosenberg as Clerk and Older Harriet,
Elisa Saint-Denis as Mrs. Roeder, Jake
Delforte as Dr. Joseph Knef, Sean
Henderson as Dr. Drinker, Joshua
Madera as Dr. Frederick Flinn, Ph.D,
and Olivia Ebel as Katherine Wiley.
Other ensemble members include
Michael Bonner, Jeremy Dudzinski,
Alyrie Silverman, Lucie Saint-Denis
and Emily Triolo.
In addition to the on-stage talent,
WHS students play a large role behind
the scenes, working on the show’s
costumes, makeup, props, lighting and
sound, and designing and building the
set.
The award-winning WHS Theatre
Department is an inclusive community offering outstanding opportunities for all students to develop their
skills in acting, technical theatre, and
live performance. Its mission is to help
every student reach their highest potential as an artist and as an individual.
Tickets for Radium Girls are $12
each and are on sale at
whstd.booktix.com. Advance purchases are recommended. Any tickets
not sold in advance will be available at
the door. Tickets are reserved seating.
Performances begin at 4 p.m. on November 21, and at 7:30 p.m. on November 22 and 23. All performances
will be held in the auditorium of WHS,
located at 550 Dorian Road.

ALL THAT JAZZ...Florian Schantz Jazz Combo, pictured above, is to perform
at the Fanwood Library this Sunday.

Holiday Jazz Concert Rings in Season
At Fanwood Library This Sunday
FANWOOD — On Sunday, November 24, at 2 p.m., the Florian
Schantz Jazz Combo presents a program of holiday music at the Fanwood
Library. Ring in the season with winter favorites set to traditional jazz.
The group’s band leader is Union
County based 17-year-old professional trumpet player Florian Schantz,
who formed the band when he was 9
years old. Florian has performed over
450 engagements across N.J., N.Y.,
Conn., Penn. and Germany.
Also appearing with the group are
Rup Chattopadhyay on trombone and

tuba, Margaret Schantz on flügelhorn,
Cory Ackerman on drums and Lowell
Schantz on guitar.
This free family program is sponsored by the Friends of the Fanwood
Library. For information about this
and other programs, please call the
library at (908) 322-6400 or visit our
website www.fanwoodlibrary.org.

Don’t need it?
Use a Leader/TIMES
Classified Ad to Sell it!

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOCAL SUPPORT...Pictured, is writer and director of Shooting Heroin Spencer
T. Folmar, actor Garry Pastore, Cranford Theater owner Doreen Sayegh and
Township of Cranford Commissioner Mary O’Connor at the film’s red-carpet
event. The Cranford Theater donated the theater for a screening of the film and
a panel discussion of the opioid crisis in America.

~continued from page 18~

Garry Pastore Shines Light
On Opioid Crisis in New Film
The film also brings up prevention
of opioid use by these vigilantes seeking out the doctors who readily prescribe opioids and the pharmacists
who put a blind eye to the large quantities of opioids they are given to fill.
A woman in the audience, Beth
Fromkin, said down in South Florida
where she lives now, she has shut
down three pharmacies and pain management clinics where she said kids
were “doctor shopping” and she
shared that her son was obtaining
4,000 opiates a month.
Mr. Pastore, who is a father of four
children ages 7, 13, 15 and 23, said, “I
ask my kids every day how are things
in life…are you getting bullied, are
you getting picked on, because one
thing leads to another. We had an
incident the other day in Scotch
Plains—a kid was dressed in
blackface and took a picture and his
friends put it on social media…it
turned into he was going to shoot up
the school…this one situation could
spiral into a really bad situation. Are
we not watching our kids?”
Ms. Fromkin said it’s more than
watching your kids. She told her story
about how her son was addicted to
heroin for 10 years and how she helped
him recover, and how she has made it
her life mission to help children recover when they can’t afford to go to
a rehabilitation center. “This is not
about watching your kids. This starts
with the boy who had a car accident at
17, and the doctor gave him oxys and
that was the end of the line.”
“Seven of 10 kids I rehabbed myself, started at eight to nine years old
on methylamphetamine, Adderall,
Ritalin, Strattera—all these drugs their

Scholarship Benefit Concert
Set for Sunday

Holiday Home Decorating Contest to
Benefit Community FoodBank of NJ
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Recreation Department and

Food for Families
Collection at Theater
CRANFORD — A Beautiful Day in
the Neighborhood, the movie that stars
Tom Hanks as Mister Rogers, will be
premiering at the Cranford Theater on
November 21. In an effort to carry on
Mr. Rogers’ kindness, Cranford Theater will be collecting canned and
boxed goods for Cranford Family Care.
Also, the Downtown Management
Corporation is holding a photo contest
where the winner will receive two
tickets to the movie. Two enter, the
DMC is asking moviegoers to snap a
picture of themselves or someone in
their household wearing a cardigan
and email it to them at
DMC@cranfordnj.org.

Scotch Plains Fire Department are
sponsoring a Holiday Home Decorating Contest this year in an effort to
get residents in the holiday spirit while
benefiting the community. Donations
of canned food will be collected to
benefit Community FoodBank of New
Jersey.
Residents can register their home
on Community Pass up until Sunday,
December 8. Registrants can pick up
their lawn signs at Town Hall between December 8 and 13. Each registrant is to set up a box to collect
canned goods (food will be collected
on January 4, 2020).
Voting will take place from December 14 through January 3. Participation is limited to the first 25
Scotch Plains homes to register.
For more information, please call
the Department of Parks and Recreation at (908) 322-6700, ext. 223.

2019 Scholarship 2019 Scholarship
Winner
Winner
Dominic DePaz
Zoe D'Amico

WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield’s biennial Scholarship Benefit Concert A Feast of
American Music is to be held Sunday, November 24, at 2:30 p.m. at

their ensemble training, and the Day of
Winds is one of those enrichment experiences that will move them forward
to the next level.”
Day of Winds will begin with a
performance by Montclair Wind Quintet demonstrating techniques and nuances of the art of chamber music
followed by the opportunity for select
students to perform from this year’s
NJMEAAll-State required pieces with
members of the quintet on their respective instruments. D’Addario product manager and saxophonist Kristen
McKeon will give a presentation about
reeds, instrument maintenance, and
gear, and other vendors on hand will
include Elefante Music offering minor
instrument repairs and K&S Music.
Finally, Day of Winds concludes with
special guest Maureen Hurd Hause,
Head of Woodwinds at Rutgers Mason Gross School of the Arts. She will
not only speak about the music presented by NJYS students but also touch
on concepts and philosophies of making music.

the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street.
The concert ticket donation of $10
supports the Musical Club’s college
scholarships for talented Union
County students majoring in music
performance, composition, education, theater and therapy. Eleven students are currently receiving scholarships totaling over $15,000.
Produced by Kay Macrae, the musical will give thanks for the many
cultures and talented people that have
made American music unique.
Information and applications for
the clubs 2020 scholarships round,
which has a deadline of April 1,
2020, can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Listening &
understanding,
available here.

Montclair Wind Quintet

NEW PROVIDENCE—The New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) will
host a Day of Winds featuring the
Montclair Wind Quintet (Janet Arms,
flute; Ryan Walsh, oboe; Ben Baron,
clarinet; Sasha Enegren, bassoon; and
Emma Wahlstrom, French horn) and
Maureen Hurd Hause, Head of Woodwinds at Rutgers Mason Gross School
of the Arts on Friday, November 22,
from 4 to 8 p.m. at 570 Central Avenue
in New Providence. Day of Winds will
focus on the 2020 High School AllState Solo Audition pieces and includes performances by NJYS
Fortissimo Flutes, Clarinet Ensemble,
and CL4tet led by conductors Diana
Charos Reilly and Bryan Rudderow.
The event is free for Wharton Arts
students and $5 at the door for all
others. Students must sign up online at
www.NJYS.org.
Artistic Director and Principal Conductor Helen H. Cha-Pyo said, “At
NJYS, we help our young musicians to
improve as performers through offering exceptional opportunities beyond

body gets accustomed to. Take a pill,
feel good. Then they don’t want to
take it anymore than they look for
another way to self-medicate. Kids
are labeled too young, too quickly—
they are not all ADHD… and they
start them on drugs too young and
that’s where it all starts,” Ms. Fromkin
said in her experience.
“Parents have to be more hands on
and stop diagnosing children at eight
years old,” Ms. Fromkin said. “Parents have to be more conscious. Just
because a doctor gives a prescription
you don’t have to fill it—you have to
be responsible.”
Mr. Folmar said he personally has
had five high school classmates, out
of a class of 80, die from heroin, in the
11 years since he graduated.
“Where I come from, the rust belt,
and my generation, the millennials,
there is an overwhelming sense of
despair and even though kids know
doing this drug once will kill them,
they still do it. It is leading to issues.
Part of the solution is offering hope…
improving communities. Talking
about it, letting young people have a
voice. They have a story to share and
they can make a difference as well,
versus they are the problem. They are
the solution,” Mr. Folmar said.
Shooting Heroin is running the film
screening circuit throughout the country now in hopes to gain a widespread
distribution. Mr. Folmar said he’d like
to edit the film for showing in schools.
Those interested in learning more can
visit heroinfilm.com. The film also
has a Facebook page (@heroinmovie)
and a page where people can share
their testimonials (Shooting Heroin Movie Testimonials).

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

As your local agent, I’m here
to help life go right.® That’s
why I take the time to get to
know you and understand
what you really need.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

1706841

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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Garry Pastore Shines Light on
Opioid Crisis in New Film
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Photo courtesy Leighton Chen

American Repertory Ballet’s (ARB) annual production of Nutcracker will have 15 performances this holiday season. For a
complete performance schedule, please visit arballet.org or call (732) 249-1254, ext. 23.

American Repertory Ballet’s
2019 Nutcracker Season
AREA — Ring in the holiday season with American Repertory Ballet’s
(ARB) annual production of Nutcracker. With 15 performances
throughout New Jersey, including
Rahway, Princeton, Asbury Park, New
Brunswick, and Trenton, this festive
family-friendly ballet is guaranteed
to make your holiday spirits soar!
The season opens on Saturday, November 23, at Union County Performing Arts Center in Rahway at 7:
30 p.m. On Sunday, November 24, at
1 p.m., ARB will present an abridged,
one-hour sensory friendly performances for children and adults with
special needs.
“ARB’s Nutcracker is a timeless
family tradition and a wonderful way
to celebrate the magic of the season,”
said Executive Director Julie Diana
Hench. “It’s a great introduction for all
ages to professional ballet, and a treat
for our dancers, knowing that it brings
such joy to audiences year after year.”
For the first time in his new role as
ARB’s newly-appointed Ballet Master (and retired Principal Dancer with
the Pennsylvania Ballet), Ian Hussey,
will portray the mysterious and magi-

cal Uncle Drosselmeyer. Following a
distinguished 15-year professional career, Mr. Hussey retired in May 2019
from the Pennsylvania Ballet.
Back by popular demand, ARB
welcomes special guest New York
City Ballet Soloist Unity Phelan back
to the iconic role of the Sugar Plum
Fairy for two performances at
Princeton’s McCarter Theatre Center
on Friday, November 29, at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. Born in Princeton, Ms.
Phelan began her dance training at
the age of five at the Princeton Ballet
School. Ms. Phelan has been called
by The New York Times, “The most
elegantly and glamorously poetic of
the younger generation.” She will be
accompanied by New York City
Ballet’s Adrian Danchig-Waring,
whose commanding talent has earned
him the rank of principal dancer.
For five performances from December 13 through 15: ARB’s Nutcracker features a live orchestra and
the soaring voices of Princeton
Girlchoir at State Theatre New Jersey
in New Brunswick.
This holiday season, ARB adds a
new venue to its Nutcracker tour with

two performances at the legendary
Paramount Theatre in Asbury Park
on Saturday, December 7, at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.
ARB wraps up its Nutcracker season with a final performance at the
Patriots Theatre at the War Memorial
in Trenton on December 21, at 2 p.m.
With Tchaikovsky’s magnificent
score, stunning sets, thrilling choreography, and a cast of more than 100
performers, ARB’s Nutcracker has
been a holiday tradition for over 50
years. Joining ARB’s professional
company will be students from
Princeton Ballet School to tell the
story of a young girl named Clara and
how a mysterious gift from her Uncle
Drosselmeyer brings about enchanted
dreams and fantastical scenes.
This joyous classic will leave you
with cherished memories for years to
come. Audience members will have
the opportunity to have a photo taken
with characters from the ballet, and
visit ARB’s Nutcracker Boutique
filled with unique gift.
For a complete performance schedule, please visit arballet.org or call
(732) 249-1254, ext. 23.

AREA — “Despair often breeds
disease,” it’s a heavy quote from
Sophocles that starts off a new film
screened last week in the township.
The opioid crisis America is facing
today is the disease in which Director
and Writer Spencer T. Folmar is referring when he chose this quote as a
preface for Shooting Heroin, his latest
film with an objective to spread awareness of just how widespread addiction
of opioids is, how it leads to heroin
use, and overdose death. The fictional
tale centers around a small town in
Pennsylvania that is seeing rampant
drug abuse and overdose death and
how a small group of vigilantes try to
take control to stop the drugs from
coming in.
The film screened last Thursday at
the Cranford Theater in a special redcarpet event where actor and Scotch
Plains resident Garry Pastore (“The
Deuce;” “The Sopranos;” The
Irishman) attended and spoke at a
panel discussion held immediately
after the screening. He plays the sole
police officer in the small town, a role
that was a departure from his mobster
personas for which he’s known. He
wanted to act in this film because a
close family friend, Scotty Warren,
had died of a heroin overdose, something he said at the panel he feels
partly responsible for. He shared the
story of how Scotty came up to him
five years ago after seeing Destressed,
a film Mr. Pastore wrote and directed.
Scotty told him that he was going to
get clean, and he did for a year until a
relapse took his life, Mr. Pastore
shared. Mr. Warren’s mom, dad and
brother were at the screening.
Reducing the stigma surrounding
addicts is a thematic development in
the story as well. Cranford Police
Chief Ryan Greco said to the audience, “We need to look at these users
as people, as someone’s brother, son,
daughter, uncle…”

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHINE A LIGHT...Scotch Plains resident and accomplished actor Garry Pastore
shows a photo with family friend Scotty Warren who died of a heroin overdose.
A new film Shooting Heroin Mr. Pastore stars in is hoping to shine a light on the
opioid crisis in America. The film screened last Thursday at the Cranford Theater.

When Police Chief Greco started
in law enforcement 20 years ago, he
said, “you didn’t come across heroin
like you do today.” The Cranford
Police Department reported this past
January it had doubled its Narcan
deployment in one year’s time. While
some may ask if by using Narcan to
revive someone who has overdosed
is “perpetuating the cycle,” he said
no, that he sees it as saving a life.
“Long term treatment and recovery—that is how we are trying to
break the stigma,” Chief Greco said.
Sean Foley of Prevention Links
agreed, saying, “We need to invest in
long-term treatment. Invest in reducing the stigma in our communities.
Think of substance use disorder…as
a disease. If we are not treating a
disease, we will see further implications.” He said communities need to
begin “investing in programs dedicated to assist us in this time of de-

spair. In our country, there are more
overdoses, higher rates of cirrhosis of
the liver and higher rates of suicide.
We want to try as a community to
fight back against this.”
Mayor of Scotch Plains Al Smith
was in attendance and asked how do
we as a community turn off the supply
of heroin. Mr. Folmar said, “community awareness and talking about it
and the fact that you care” is a step
forward. “We have to bring it to the
light,” Mr. Folmar said.
“The U.N. reported this year opioid
overdoses are only a quarter reported... It’s much worse than anything we can imagine and it is growing by 10 percent every year. In
America, you are more likely to die
from an opioid overdose than all gun
violence and car accidents combined,
that was a statistic that came out this
summer,” Mr. Folmar said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Nutcracker

Photo courtesy of Veritas Films

DESPERATE TIMES...Pictured at left, Garry Pastore stars as a sole police officer in a small town in Pennsylvania where
abuse of opioids and heroin is rampant.

The Musical Club of Westﬁeld
Scholarship Beneﬁt Concert

Concert followed by a Harvest Reception to meet the Artists
Scholarship Donation: $10 a ticket

Union County Performing Arts Center | Rahway
November 23 | 7:30 PM
November 24 | 1:00 PM (sensory-friendly performance)

732-499-8226 | ucpac.org
arballet.org

The First Baptist Church 170 Elm St.

Westﬁeld, NJ

musicalclubofwestﬁeld.org/musicalclubofwestﬁeld@gmail.com
571-262-9113
This arts program is made possible in part by a 2019 HEART (History, EducaƟon, Arts Reaching Thousands) grant from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
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Hunt. Central Jars Raiders for Soccer Group 4 Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Only two teams were worthy
enough to make it to the Group 4
girls soccer championship game
held at Kean University in Union
on November 16 but in the end,
only one team would be able to
take home the title. The
Hunterdon Central Lady Red Dev-

Ballyhoo

ils, coming into the showdown
ranked No. 4, seemed to be one
step ahead of sixth-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood the majority of
the game and the result was a 40 shutout and the right to bring
the trophy back to Flemington.
In order to reach the Group 4
finals, the 21-1-1 Red Devils won
the Central Jersey, Group 4 title
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

with a 2-1 win over Freehold
Township then stunned Eastern,
then ranked No. 1 in the nation,
1-0, in the Group 4 semifinals.
The 18-3-2 Raiders also had a
tough road to travel by knocking
off the defending champion
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 20, for the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 title then by toppling
No. 2 Montclair, 1-0 in the Group
4 semifinal.
But this day belonged to the
Red Devils as they got a step

l'ennemi du journaliste

ahead in the midfield, which
translated to pressure on the
Raiders’ defense led by senior
co-captain Gabby Aloe and senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler,
who did manage to make several
key stops.
“We kept fighting. After leaving counties, we didn’t give up
and we said that we could go as
far as we could to win the state
championship. We fought every
single game. Last game we were
down with 10 minutes left and
we knew we could come back if
we would just work together. We
know Hunterdon Central has

great individual players but we
think as a group as a unit, we
definitely work very hard, we
and know each other and play
very well together. But Hunterdon
Central got the best of us today,”
Aloe said.
But with 30:29 left in the first
half, senior forward Corinna Zullo,
who was near the right corner,
crossed a great shot into the box
where junior forward Lilly Gemma
drilled the ball past Kessler for a
1-0 lead.
The Raiders did, however, have
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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a few moments when senior midfielder
Lizzy Ley and sophomore middie/defender Leah Klurman each banged shots
off the Red Devils’ crossbar. Freshman

midfielder Alexa Fazio brought the ball
downfield and crossed into the box to
junior attacker Corinne Lyght, whose shot
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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was deflected by a defender. But with 27
minutes left in the half, Red Devil senior
goalkeeper Lindsay Dewar dove to knock
away a vicious shot by Klurman. With

3:30 left in the half, senior Rachel Schoss
sent a corner kick from the right side
into the box, creating chaos but the ball
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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was cleared.
Then with 1:27 left in the half,
Zullo launched a shot from 30
yards out from the right-center.

New Jersey

Ballyhoo

Kessler made a valiant leap but
Trailing 2-0 entering the secthe ball just nicked her fingertip ond half, the Raiders did step up
and lodged into the top center of their offensive for the first seven
the net.
minutes. A corner kick from Ley

Sports, Humor and Commentary

caused a scramble in the box minute of the second half, junior
that Dewar smothered. Later Ley midfielder/defender Maddy
banged another shot off the Brennan booted a free kick from
crossbar. Then in the eighth
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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35-yards out from the left-cenNo surrender flag was waived
ter and once again the ball sailed and the Raiders continued. With
just out of the reach of the leap- 21 minutes remaining, Klurman
ing Kessler.
banged her second shot off the

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
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crossbar. Fazio took a shot but clock, Klurman drilled a shot from saves in the waning minutes but
Dewar made the save then the right but Dewar made the with 31 seconds remaining, Zullo
Schoss ripped a shot that missed save.
added her second goal to finalize
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Dewar would add two more
just to the left. With 10:30 on the
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the scoring.
“Corinna Zullo is the best player
on the field. She scored two goals
and definitely had one assist to-

Ballyhoo

day. She’s a heck of a player and said.
we weren’t able to do a good job
“We definitely didn’t get the
against her unfortunately today,” result we wanted but we got here
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing for a reason. We lost counties

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

and we wanted to prove that we that. I think that every practice,
earned something this season every day we worked so hard
and we won the sections. We and I think that got us to this
didn’t think we could even do
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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more photos next page
point. I am proud of us but we
didn’t get the result we wanted,”
Ley said.
“I told the kids they got to be

super proud of what they accomplished this year. They won a
sectional title, got to the Group 4
finals for the first time in school

history. Unfortunately we didn’t
have our best game today and
we played a good Hunterdon
Central team and you got to come

with your best game when you
play good teams. We let them
get a lead. We played a little bit
better in the second half but it

wasn’t enough,” Coach Ewing
said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood
Hunterdon Central

0
2

0
2

0
4
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Ridgewood Stuns Blue Devils

more photos next page

In Section Semis, 16-10
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Columbia Bank Announces Community Service Awards

Pictured with Columbia Bank President and CEO Thomas Kemly,
center, at the bank’s recent award ceremony, from left to right, are:
Amy Lewis, Jennifer Nixon, Shannon Jefferys, and Minoska Mateo.
Not pictured is Todd Malkin.

FAIR LAWN — Columbia Bank
has announced their 2019
Community Service Award
Winners, part of a statewide
program that recognizes
outstanding community support
efforts by their employees.
Columbia employees receiving
this year’s special recognition
were:
· Shannon Jefferys of South
Plainfield: Serves as president
of the South Plainfield Education
Foundation and the Rotary Club
of the Plainfields, and as
treasurer of the South Plainfield
Business Association. She also
serves as a volunteer at Rutgers
University, the Suburban
Woman's Club of South Plainfield,
South Plainfield High School, and
the Senior Citizen Pancake
Breakfast. Shannon is financial
services officer at the bank’s
South Plainfield branch office.
· Amy Lewis of West Milford:
Serves as the president of the
West Milford Rotary Club and is
treasurer and Den Leader for
West Milford Cub Scout Pack 9.
She is also a member of the
West Milford and Greenwood
Lake Chambers of Commerce, a

founding and board member for
the town's Bears Travel Baseball
team, a committee member for
the West Milford Autumn Lights
Festival, and is a volunteer for
both the Marshall Hill School PTA
and Community Engagement
Committee of Bergen and Passaic
Counties. She also participates
in the March of Dimes Walk for
Babies and the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society of New Jersey
Metro Chapter. Amy is financial
services officer at the bank’s
West Milford branch office.
· Jennifer Nixon of Maple
Shade: Serves as a board
member for the Maple Shade
Business Association and has
been involved with many town
endeavors including their Fourth
of July Celebration, Sidewalk
Sale, Community Festival,
Soccer Club, and "A Place To Go"
after school program. She is also
an active participant in the March
of Dimes Walk for Babies.
Jennifer is assistant branch
manager at the bank’s Maple
Shade branch office.
· Minoska Mateo of Elizabeth:
Serves as acting executive
director for the Columbia Bank

Foundation, distributing over
$1.7 million in donations to
charitable organizations that
make a measurable impact in
local communities served by the
bank. She has also helped to
coordinate several fund-raising
activities, including a companywide kickball tournament, the
bank’s annual golf outing, and
helped to prevent the foreclosure
of Shelter Our Sisters, a local
shelter for battered women.
Minoska has been recently
appointed the bank’s strategic
project officer.
· Todd Malkin of Fair Lawn:
Serves as a past president of the
Fair Lawn Rotary Club, as well as
an executive board member and
chairman of several Club
committees. He has also served
as a Fair Lawn Zoning Board
member and is currently a
member for the Strengthen Our
Sisters board of directors,
recently helping to organize
Columbia’s efforts to support this
organization. Todd is the bank’s
vice-president of special assets.
In presenting the awards,
Thomas J. Kemly, president and
CEO of Columbia Bank noted,
“At Columbia Bank, we have a
strong commitment to support
and strengthen the communities
that we serve. Each of these
dedicated individuals exemplify
our mission and we thank them
for their outstanding work.”
Headquartered in Fair Lawn,
NJ Columbia Bank has an asset
base of nearly $8 billion and
operates 64 full-service offices
throughout New Jersey.
Columbia Bank offers a wide
range of consumer and
commercial products, including
online and mobile banking,
localized lending centers as well
as title, investment and wealth
management services. For
more information about
Columbia Bank’s full line of
products and services, visit
their
website
at
ColumbiaBankOnline.com.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SHOPPING...Shoppers checking out offerings holiday
boutique at the Hanson House in Cranford. The event benefits the
Cranford Historical Society.

Kean Receives Award for Student
Voting in 2018 Midterm Election
UNION, N.J. — Kean University
is the winner of an ALL IN Campus
Democracy Challenge for having
the most improved rate of student
voting in the nation for a public
university its size.
Kean was awarded a gold seal
for a 27-point increase in the
percentage of students who
voted, based on data from the
National Study of Learning,
Voting, and Engagement
(NSLVE), a Tufts University
initiative. According to the data,
the rate of voting by Kean
students rose from 16 percent in
Checchio
Black Top Paving
Driveways, Concrete, Parking
Lots, Brick Pavers
Free Estimates
908-889-4422
goleader.com/free
Mr. Reliable
Handyman
30 Years Experience
908-462-4755
goleader.com/free

the 2014 midterm election to
43.1 percent in the 2018 election.
Kean’s voting outpaced the
national average from the 2014
to the 2018 midterm elections.
Gold Medal Fitness
welcome@goldmedalfitness.com
9082337122
Get fit for the holidays! Fifth
Quarter Boot Camp is offering
two weeks of UNLIMITED Boot
Camp classes for only $15.
Grab this limited-time offer
while it lasts! Fifth Quarter
Boot Camp is located inside
Gold Medal Fitness health club
in Garwood. www.bit.ly/
BCTWOWEEKS
goleader.com/free
The Grout Guy
Backsplashes, Floors,
Kitchens, Bathrooms
In addition to tile and grout
repair, regrouting and grout
staining, we also install tile.
Call for a free in-home
estimate.
973-634-7384
goleader.com/free
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