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Holiday Jazz Concert Rings in Season
At Fanwood Library This Sunday

HOLIDAY TENORS…NJFO and The Three Holiday Tenors will perform at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Saturday, December 7, at 7 p.m.

Celebrate the Holiday Season
With NJ Festival Orchestra

WHS to Present Play
Radium Girls This Weekend

Holiday Home Decorating Contest to
Benefit Community FoodBank of NJ

Local Author / Illustrator Entertains
Battered Mothers and Their Children

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department
takes on a captivating play about envi-
ronmental activism in their upcoming
production of Radium Girls on Thurs-
day, November 21, Friday, November
22, and Saturday, November 23.

Inspired by true events, Radium
Girls, written by D.W. Gregory, tells
the story of New Jersey factory women
in the late-1920s who hand-painted
luminous watch dials until they myste-
riously contracted radiation poisoning
and became terribly ill. It traces the
efforts of Grace Fryer (Sophie
Tananbaum), a dial painter, as she
fights for her day in court against fac-
tory owner and former employer,
Arthur Roeder (Matthew Meixner).
Roeder was an idealistic man who
couldn’t bring himself to believe that
the radium used to paint the watches
had anything to do with the terrifying
rash of illnesses among his employ-
ees. Radium was then believed to cure
cancer and was marketed as a health
tonic.

Throughout the case, Grace finds
herself in a long and painful journey,
battling not just with the U.S. Radium
Corporation, but with her own family
and friends, who fear that her cam-
paign for justice will backfire. Radium
Girls is a fast-moving ensemble piece
offering a wry, unflinching look at the
commercialization of science.

“Radium Girls tells the story of a
courageous battle that ultimately saved
millions of workers by laying the
groundwork for new labor laws in our
country. It reminds us of the voices
from our past that worked bravely to
protect our future,” said WHS Theatre
Director Daniel Devlin. “Our cast and
crew have come together to bring this
powerful story to life with great hon-
esty and wit.”

Other cast members include: Joey
Gamba as Raymond Berry, Noah

Lipkind as Edward Markley, Talia
McRoberts as Irene Rudolph, Remi
Shendell as Kathryn Schaub, Eva
Boyes as Mrs. MacNeil, Evan Leone
as Dr. Von Sochocky, Alexandra Sica
as Sob Sister, McKenzie Waddell as
Reporter, Sarah Rappoport as Ma-
dame Curie and Harriet,  Jessie Karlin
and Olivia Mazzola as Society Women,
Sophia Rossetti as Mrs. Fryer, Sean
Marner as CB “Charlie” Lee, Finn
McGurn as Tom Kreider, Zoe
Greenzang as Mrs. Michaels, Ryan
Williamson as Dr. Martland, Liz
Rosenberg as Clerk and Older Harriet,
Elisa Saint-Denis as Mrs. Roeder, Jake
Delforte as Dr. Joseph Knef, Sean
Henderson as Dr. Drinker, Joshua
Madera as Dr. Frederick Flinn, Ph.D,
and Olivia Ebel as Katherine Wiley.
Other ensemble members include
Michael Bonner, Jeremy Dudzinski,
Alyrie Silverman, Lucie Saint-Denis
and Emily Triolo.

In addition to the on-stage talent,
WHS students play a large role behind
the scenes, working on the show’s
costumes, makeup, props, lighting and
sound, and designing and building the
set.

The award-winning WHS Theatre
Department is an inclusive commu-
nity offering outstanding opportuni-
ties for all students to develop their
skills in acting, technical theatre, and
live performance. Its mission is to help
every student reach their highest po-
tential as an artist and as an individual.

Tickets for Radium Girls are $12
each and are on sale at
whstd.booktix.com. Advance pur-
chases are recommended. Any tickets
not sold in advance will be available at
the door. Tickets are reserved seating.
Performances begin at 4 p.m. on No-
vember 21, and at 7:30 p.m. on No-
vember 22 and 23. All performances
will be held in the auditorium of WHS,
located at 550 Dorian Road.

WESTFIELD — From traditional
to pops, choral favorites, renowned
tenor fare and Broadway favorites,
the winter season of Westfield’s New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) con-
certs will fill the entire family with
warmth and cheer.

On Saturday, December 7, NJFO,
led by Maestro David Wroe, kicks off
the holiday season with a bang and
plenty of bling with The Three Holiday
Tenors, a family festival of traditional
and contemporary Holiday songs and
music, sing-a-longs and more.

The concert features Metropolitan
Opera’s internationally acclaimed tenor
Barry Banks, and award-winning ten-
ors Jesse Donner and Matthew Vickers
to celebrate and captivate with a daz-
zling selection of renowned tenor arias.
Traditional carols, signature versions
of familiar fare and a host of wintertime
curiosities are also sure to delight.

“We are thrilled to welcome The
Three Holiday Tenors–each more tal-
ented than the next–to help us wel-
come in the Holiday season,” said
Maestro Wroe. “We believe there is
something for everyone in this per-
formance. Our concert is a vessel for
children, parents, grandparents and
friends–indeed the entire community–
to come together through festive mu-
sic at this unique time of the year.”

This seasonal stroll of timeless clas-
sics and sentimental favorites, sure to
bring joy, smiles, and distinctive holi-
day memories to one and all, has been
made possible in part by support from
The Westfield Foundation, a Union
County H.E.A.R.T grant and The NJ

State Council on the Arts.
The first concert takes place on

Saturday, December 7, at 7 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
It will also be performed on Sunday,
December 8, at 3 p.m. at The Concert
Hall at Drew University in Madison.
Tickets start at $30 for adults and
there is a special discount price of
only $15 for all students under 21.

Tickets are also available for Broad-
way Through the Ages, NJFO’s New
Year’s annual musical celebration and
one of New Jersey’s much anticipated
and most popular New Year’s events.
This year’s performance promises a
superb revue of American musical the-
ater showstoppers and Broadway clas-
sics presented in glorious symphonic
splendor. This is a New Year celebra-
tion at its finest.

Come join the festivities in
Westfield on December 31, at 7 p.m.,
as guest Broadway soloists Analisa
Leeming (School of Rock, King and
I, Hello Dolly), Jacob Keith Walker
(Carousel, Hello Dolly) and friends
from Dance Theatre of Harlem join
Maestro David Wroe to swing to fa-
vorites from America’s Great
Songbook.

Tickets start at $42 with a special
discount price of $15 for students
under 21, making this event a perfect
way for the entire family to welcome
in the New Year together.

Tickets are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling (908) 232-9400. Patrons are
advised to purchase tickets online to
avoid all ticketing and handling fees.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Recreation Department and

Scotch Plains Fire Department are
sponsoring a Holiday Home Deco-
rating Contest this year in an effort to
get residents in the holiday spirit while
benefiting the community. Donations
of canned food will be collected to
benefit Community FoodBank of New
Jersey.

Residents can register their home
on Community Pass up until Sunday,
December 8. Registrants can pick up
their lawn signs at Town Hall be-
tween December 8 and 13. Each reg-
istrant is to set up a box to collect
canned goods (food will be collected
on January 4, 2020).

Voting will take place from De-
cember 14 through January 3. Par-
ticipation is limited to the first 25
Scotch Plains homes to register.

For more information, please call
the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation at (908) 322-6700, ext. 223.

Food for Families
Collection at Theater
CRANFORD — A Beautiful Day in

the Neighborhood, the movie that stars
Tom Hanks as Mister Rogers, will be
premiering at the Cranford Theater on
November 21. In an effort to carry on
Mr. Rogers’ kindness, Cranford The-
ater will be collecting canned and
boxed goods for Cranford Family Care.

Also, the Downtown Management
Corporation is holding a photo contest
where the winner will receive two
tickets to the movie. Two enter, the
DMC is asking moviegoers to snap a
picture of themselves or someone in
their household wearing a cardigan
and email it to them at
DMC@cranfordnj.org.

NJ Youth Symphony Hosts
Day of Winds November 22

ALL THAT JAZZ...Florian Schantz Jazz Combo, pictured above, is to perform
at the Fanwood Library this Sunday.

FANWOOD — On Sunday, No-
vember 24, at 2 p.m., the Florian
Schantz Jazz Combo presents a pro-
gram of holiday music at the Fanwood
Library. Ring in the season with win-
ter favorites set to traditional jazz.
The group’s band leader is Union
County based 17-year-old profes-
sional trumpet player Florian Schantz,
who formed the band when he was 9
years old. Florian has performed over
450 engagements across N.J., N.Y.,
Conn., Penn. and Germany.

Also appearing with the group are
Rup Chattopadhyay on trombone and

tuba, Margaret Schantz on flügelhorn,
Cory Ackerman on drums and Lowell
Schantz on guitar.

This free family program is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Fanwood
Library. For information about this
and other programs, please call the
library at (908) 322-6400 or visit our
website www.fanwoodlibrary.org.

NEW PROVIDENCE—The New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) will
host a Day of Winds featuring the
Montclair Wind Quintet (Janet Arms,
flute; Ryan Walsh, oboe; Ben Baron,
clarinet; Sasha Enegren, bassoon; and
Emma Wahlstrom, French horn) and
Maureen Hurd Hause, Head of Wood-
winds at Rutgers Mason Gross School
of the Arts on Friday, November 22,
from 4 to 8 p.m. at 570 Central Avenue
in New Providence. Day of Winds will
focus on the 2020 High School All-
State Solo Audition pieces and in-
cludes performances by NJYS
Fortissimo Flutes, Clarinet Ensemble,
and CL4tet led by conductors Diana
Charos Reilly and Bryan Rudderow.
The event is free for Wharton Arts
students and $5 at the door for all
others. Students must sign up online at
www.NJYS.org.

Artistic Director and Principal Con-
ductor Helen H. Cha-Pyo said, “At
NJYS, we help our young musicians to
improve as performers through offer-
ing exceptional opportunities beyond

their ensemble training, and the Day of
Winds is one of those enrichment ex-
periences that will move them forward
to the next level.”

Day of Winds will begin with a
performance by Montclair Wind Quin-
tet demonstrating techniques and nu-
ances of the art of chamber music
followed by the opportunity for select
students to perform from this year’s
NJMEA All-State required pieces with
members of the quintet on their re-
spective instruments. D’Addario prod-
uct manager and saxophonist Kristen
McKeon will give a presentation about
reeds, instrument maintenance, and
gear, and other vendors on hand will
include Elefante Music offering minor
instrument repairs and K&S Music.
Finally, Day of Winds concludes with
special guest Maureen Hurd Hause,
Head of Woodwinds at Rutgers Ma-
son Gross School of the Arts. She will
not only speak about the music pre-
sented by NJYS students but also touch
on concepts and philosophies of mak-
ing music.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last Wednes-
day night at the Carol G. Simon House,
Scotch Plains resident and retired
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
English teacher, Gwyn English
Nielsen, also a published author/il-
lustrator, professional actor, and
singer utilized all of her talents whilst
entertaining an assortment of 20
abused mothers and their children.

The program, arranged through an
agreement with Music for All Sea-
sons and New Jersey Battered Women
Services, focused on a dramatic read-
ing of Nielsen’s first children’s book
in print, the timely “Torey the Turkey
Goes Skiing,” a story about the love
of friendship between a skiing turkey
and a rabbit, set just after Thanksgiv-
ing on the slopes of the Rockies.

Accompanying herself on electric
guitar, Ms. Nielsen sang six related
thematic songs, including three origi-
nal pieces, that she integrated into the
plotline of the story. The moms and
children followed the story and were
able to sing along via copies of the
actual picture book and lyrics, which
Ms. Nielsen provided.

After the storytelling/songfest,
Nielsen taught the group how to draw
a turkey similar to protagonist Torey,
and one by one, the children traveled
up to the performance space in order
to present their drawings to their peers
and the mothers.

Ms. Nielsen signed and donated
copies of “Torey the Turkey” to each
mom and child at the close of the
presentation.

The film also brings up prevention
of opioid use by these vigilantes seek-
ing out the doctors who readily pre-
scribe opioids and the pharmacists
who put a blind eye to the large quan-
tities of opioids they are given to fill.

A woman in the audience, Beth
Fromkin, said down in South Florida
where she lives now, she has shut
down three pharmacies and pain man-
agement clinics where she said kids
were “doctor shopping” and she
shared that her son was obtaining
4,000 opiates a month.

Mr. Pastore, who is a father of four
children ages 7, 13, 15 and 23, said, “I
ask my kids every day how are things
in life…are you getting bullied, are
you getting picked on, because one
thing leads to another. We had an
incident the other day in Scotch
Plains—a kid was dressed in
blackface and took a picture and his
friends put it on social media…it
turned into he was going to shoot up
the school…this one situation could
spiral into a really bad situation. Are
we not watching our kids?”

Ms. Fromkin said it’s more than
watching your kids. She told her story
about how her son was addicted to
heroin for 10 years and how she helped
him recover, and how she has made it
her life mission to help children re-
cover when they can’t afford to go to
a rehabilitation center. “This is not
about watching your kids. This starts
with the boy who had a car accident at
17, and the doctor gave him oxys and
that was the end of the line.”

“Seven of 10 kids I rehabbed my-
self, started at eight to nine years old
on methylamphetamine, Adderall,
Ritalin, Strattera—all these drugs their

body gets accustomed to. Take a pill,
feel good. Then they don’t want to
take it anymore than they look for
another way to self-medicate. Kids
are labeled too young, too quickly—
they are not all ADHD… and they
start them on drugs too young and
that’s where it all starts,” Ms. Fromkin
said in her experience.

“Parents have to be more hands on
and stop diagnosing children at eight
years old,” Ms. Fromkin said. “Par-
ents have to be more conscious. Just
because a doctor gives a prescription
you don’t have to fill it—you have to
be responsible.”

Mr. Folmar said he personally has
had five high school classmates, out
of a class of 80, die from heroin, in the
11 years since he graduated.

“Where I come from, the rust belt,
and my generation, the millennials,
there is an overwhelming sense of
despair and even though kids know
doing this drug once will kill them,
they still do it. It is leading to issues.
Part of the solution is offering hope…
improving communities. Talking
about it, letting young people have a
voice. They have a story to share and
they can make a difference as well,
versus they are the problem. They are
the solution,” Mr. Folmar said.

Shooting Heroin is running the film
screening circuit throughout the coun-
try now in hopes to gain a widespread
distribution. Mr. Folmar said he’d like
to edit the film for showing in schools.
Those interested in learning more can
visit heroinfilm.com. The film also
has a Facebook page (@heroinmovie)
and a page where people can share
their testimonials (Shooting Heroin -
Movie Testimonials).

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOCAL SUPPORT...Pictured, is writer and director of Shooting Heroin Spencer
T. Folmar, actor Garry Pastore, Cranford Theater owner Doreen Sayegh and
Township of Cranford Commissioner Mary O’Connor at the film’s red-carpet
event. The Cranford Theater donated the theater for a screening of the film and
a panel discussion of the opioid crisis in America.
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Garry Pastore Shines Light
On Opioid Crisis in New Film

Scholarship Benefit Concert
Set for Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield’s biennial Schol-
arship Benefit Concert A Feast of
American Music is to be held Sun-
day, November 24, at 2:30 p.m. at

the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street.

The concert ticket donation of $10
supports the Musical Club’s college
scholarships for talented Union
County students majoring in music
performance, composition, educa-
tion, theater and therapy. Eleven stu-
dents are currently receiving schol-
arships totaling over $15,000.

Produced by Kay Macrae, the mu-
sical will give thanks for the many
cultures and talented people that have
made American music unique.

Information and applications for
the clubs 2020 scholarships round,
which has a deadline of April 1,
2020, can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

2019 Scholarship
Winner

Dominic DePaz

2019 Scholarship
Winner

Zoe D'Amico

Montclair Wind Quintet
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Listening & 
understanding, 
available here.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

As your local agent, I’m here 
to help life go right.® That’s 
why I take the time to get to 
know you and understand 
what you really need.      
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net
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Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
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Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
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