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BOUNTIFUL HOLIDAY…Thanks to the generosity of the Mount Saint Mary
Academy community, Thanksgiving can be a more bountiful holiday for clients of
Project PAUL in Keansburg. Students, faculty and staff at the Watchung-based
Catholic high school held a food drive over the last month to aid those in need
during the Thanksgiving holiday. Pictured with some of the donations that will be
given, are: Maggie Burke of Westfield, Kayla DeAngelis of Basking Ridge,
Maggie Barr of North Brunswick and Jaclyn Dencker of Westfield.
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ARMY DAD...Anthony DeFoe, a 12-year veteran of the U.S. Army, speaks to first
graders at McKinley School on November 11, as his son, Quinn (pictured left)
proudly looks on.
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HEROES AMONG US...During its annual Veterans Day assembly on November
11, Roosevelt Intermediate School honored Helmuth Meditz, who served five
years in the U.S. Army National Guard, with the “Heroes Among Us” award. Mr.
Meditz is pictured here with Roosevelt Principal Brian Gechtman (at left) and
teacher/assembly coordinator Brian Vieth.

Westfield Public Schools
Honors Veterans

WESTFIELD -- Students and staff
across the Westfield Public School
District honored the nation’s military
veterans with assemblies and other
commemorations to thank them for
their service and sacrifice.

Colorful signs in red, white and
blue adorned the gymnasium walls at
Edison Intermediate School as the
eighth grade band and chorus per-
formed patriotic medleys at the
school’s annual Veterans Day assem-
bly. A video presentation paid tribute
to friends and relatives of students
and staff who are veterans, including
the late Westfield High School prin-
cipal Dr. Derrick Nelson who served
in the U.S. Army Reserves for more
than 20 years.

“These are some of the most im-
portant years of your life,” Edison
Principal Matthew Bolton told the
students. “You are learning about how
to make important decisions about
the type of person you want to be.
And there are no better role models
than our veterans.”

Edison keynote speaker and science
teacher Christopher Wiley, a former
member of the U.S. Army and Army
National Guard, gave a brief history
lesson on the military while encourag-
ing students to reconnect with the
nation’s veterans by creating care pack-
ages, conducting food drives and vol-
unteering at homes for veterans.

Nearby, at McKinley School, first
graders in April Krihak’s class wel-
comed Anthony DeFoe, who served
in the U.S. Army for 12 years. Mr.

DeFoe’s first-grade son beamed with
pride as his father spoke to the class.

“My family has a long history of
military service,” said Mr. DeFoe,
whose grandfather served in the U.S.
Navy during World War II while his
father, an Army veteran, conducted
artillery training during the Vietnam
War.

Students at Franklin Elementary
School heard from U.S. Army vet-
eran Lieutenant Colonel Ron
McGovern, who explained the
branches of the armed services and
Lieutenant Sean Joffe, who served
five years in the U.S. Navy Civil
Engineer Corps, helping to build
bridges, tunnels, and training bases
while repairing existing water pump-
ing stations to ensure clean water for
the troops.

“It feels like just a few years ago
that I was sitting here,” said Mr. Joffe,
a former Franklin student whose sec-
ond-grade teacher 30 years ago was
Eileen Cambria, now principal, and
whose daughter currently attends first
grade at Franklin.

Roosevelt Intermediate School held
its 21st Annual Veterans Day Honor
Assembly, honoring Helmuth Meditz,
who served five years in the U.S.
Army National Guard, with the “He-
roes Among Us” award. Students from
various grade levels spoke about the
history of Veterans Day and what it
means to citizens while patriotic mu-
sic was performed by the eighth grade
band and chorus along with the Sharps
& Flats choral group.

WHS Helping Hands Fund
Committed to ‘Doing Good’
WESTFIELD -- Over the years,

faculty, staff, students and their fami-
lies at Westfield High School (WHS)
have suffered serious illness or death
of an immediate family member or
extraordinary and unexpected finan-
cial expenses. These difficult times
can result in financial hardship for
families. Westfield High School Help-
ing Hands (WHSHH) fund, estab-
lished in 2012, helps ease the finan-
cial burden placed on families during
these stressful times.

In 2011, the idea for the fund was
spearheaded by Thom Hornish, a
former WHS social studies teacher,
and parent Cindy Gallagher, the WHS
PTSO President at the time. The origi-
nal seed money, almost $3,000, was
raised via a spring raffle sale. With-
out Thom or Cindy, it is unlikely the
fund would be here today.

Since WHSHH’s inception in 2012,
WHSHH has distributed over $37,500
to 40 families. Direct donations are
critical to this fund’s existence. Do-
nations directly impact the lives of
families within the WHS community.
The WHSHH board, which includes
current and alumni faculty, staff and
parents, ensures the funds are thought-
fully and prudently distributed to in-
dividuals whose financial needs are
not capable of being met from, other
sources. The board also ensures the
fund is not depleted.

Donna Hornish, the wife of Thom,
former faculty member at WHS and
current board member stated, “Liv-
ing and working in a bucolic town
like Westfield, it’s easy to forget that
there are those in our midst who may
be struggling, both financially and
emotionally. With so many people
across nations dealing with need and
crisis, we strive to make a difference
in any way that we can. Although the
help we offer may seem small in the
face of greater need, the families that
we assist are so grateful that someone
is looking out for them and offering a
literal helping hand. The letters of

thanks that we receive are both heart-
breaking and heartwarming. One fam-
ily expressed that they had reached a
point in their lives when it seemed
impossible to struggle through even
one more day. Our small gesture gave
them hope and courage, knowing that
someone was watching and cared
enough to reach out. So many worth-
while charities are seeking your help,
but we hope that you will look to your
own cherished community.”

Currently, the Westfield Founda-
tion, a local non-profit organization
committed to ‘doing good’ in and
around Westfield, holds and manages
the funds collected. By having the
Foundation manage the fund, all do-
nors get the added benefit of a tax-
deductible donation.

Please consider making a holiday
donation to the WHSHH fund. Those
who wish to make a donation, the
WHSHH requests that donation
checks be made payable to ‘Westfield
Foundation’ with the memo to read,
“WHSHH 2019 appeal’ and please
mail directly to the Foundation. The
mailing address is: The Westfield
Foundation, PO Box 2295, Westfield
NJ 07091. The WHSHH appreciates
donations and are very grateful for
the past and future generosities of the
WHS community. For any questions
or concerns, please email:
ingridmcki@gmail.com.

Reducing Student
Stress Ideas Sought

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parent Teacher Council (PTC) is seek-
ing input. For those who missed the
PTC collaborative, ideas-generating
workshop to identify ways to help
reduce student stress on November
20, ideas can be submitted via email
to: ptc@westfieldnjk12.org.

Outcomes will be shared with Su-
perintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
and the Board of Education to iden-
tify next steps.

2019 New Jersey Exemplary Educators
Named from SP-F Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District has
announced that Sharon Atta, eighth
grade Social Studies Teacher at Terrill
Middle School, Ronald Litz, seventh
grade Social Studies Teacher at Park
Middle School, and Daniel Valen-
tine, eleventh grade Social Studies
Teacher at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, have been selected as
2019 New Jersey Exemplary Educa-
tors.

On November 11, Joan Mast, Su-
perintendent of Schools, Ed.D., along
with building Principals Noel Baxter,
Supervisor of Social Studies, and
Candice Testa, President of SPFEA,
honored the teachers in their class-
rooms presenting them with their cer-
tificates of recognition.

The goal of the program is to iden-
tify educators who are valued by their
school and community and have ex-
hibited strong knowledge and skills,

have an inspiring presence and a clear
vision for quality teaching and learn-
ing.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District is fortunate to have Mr. Litz,
Ms. Atta and Mr. Valentine who pro-
vide a positive impact on our students,
colleagues and the school community.

SPFHS Senior Maggie Lapolla
Signs Letter of Intent

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District is
very proud to have Maggie Lapolla
sign her National Letter of Intent to
play Division I Girls’ Lacrosse at the
University of Maryland Baltimore
County. Maggie has been a three-
year starter for Girls’ Tennis and Girls’
Lacrosse as a Raider after transfer-
ring in her Sophomore year.

Maggie earned First Team All-Con-
ference Honors as a Junior last year

and has been a leader on and off the
field. Her leadership by example is
prevalent in her play as she is a non-
stop hustling athlete who motivates
others by her hard work and dedica-
tion. Maggie will serve as the captain
of the Girls’ Lacrosse team this spring.
Maggie is among the top scorers in
the program’s history when totaling
her assists and goals and we are an-
ticipating another great season this
spring.

MOVING ON, UP...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Maggie
Lapolla signs her National Letter of Intent to play Division I Girls’ Lacrosse at the
University of Maryland Baltimore County.

HELPING HANDS...Pictured, a memorial exists in the front of Westfield High
School (WHS) for two founders of the WHS Helping Hands fund, Thom Hornish
and Cindy Gallagher.

Cranford Public Schools Full Day
Kindergarten Registration is Open

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Board of Education will continue to
hold two tuition-based full-day kin-
dergartens for the 2020-2021 school
year, pending sufficient enrollment.
In anticipation of high interest in the
program, a child’s participation will
be based on a lottery.

Children who will be five years old
by October 1, 2020, and are Cranford
residents are eligible for the full-day
kindergarten program. The applica-
tion can also be downloaded from
www.cranfordschools.org (click on the
“For Parents” tab or under “Latest
News” ). Application must be submit-
ted to the Superintendent’s Office by 4
p.m. on Tuesday, November 26, 2019.
Applications submitted after Novem-
ber 26, will be placed on a waiting list.

Names are chosen through the use
of a random number generator. Ap-

plicants will be notified via email
after December 2, 2019, if they have
been selected or placed on a waitlist.
Applicants should be aware there is a
tuition charge of $735 per month.

For additional information or ques-
tions, call the Office of the Superin-
tendent at (908) 709-6202.

Please note that the locations of the
full-day kindergarten programs are
Bloomingdale Avenue School and
Walnut Avenue School. Parents/
Guardians will be responsible for
transportation. Children attending the
full day program will be placed in
their home school for first grade in
2021-2022.

Registration for half-day, full-day
kindergarten and first grade children
who are new to the Cranford Schools
will be conducted the week of Febru-
ary 17, 2020.

SP-F PAL to Hold Cops
& Kids Intramurals

SCOTCH PLAINS-- The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL is holding their
third annual ‘Cops & Kids’ Intramural
Program, for students in grades 5 to 8 at
Terrill Middle School on December
20, 2019, and February 7, 2020, from
2:40 to 4:30 p.m.

Forms are available in the Middle
School offices, or at the following
websites: www.scotchplainspolice.org
or www.fanwoodpolice.org to down-
load a copy.

Photo courtesy of Andrew Feldman, BPS PTA
THANK YOU...During the Veterans Day assembly at Brookside Place Elemen-
tary School in Cranford on November 11, family members who served in the
United States Armed Forces were given the opportunity to share their stories. “It
allows the students and staff alike to hit pause on the busy lives each of us lead to
express our tremendous show of thanks for individuals whom we owe so much to,”
Principal Michael Klimko said. “Hearing the stories of their service in one or more
branches of our Armed Forces provides such a wonderful example for our students
(and staff alike) to reflect upon.” Veterans pictured, left to right, back row, are:
James Washington, Stu Rosenthal, Timothy Pentimone; front row: Herbert Sieh,
William Blessing, Thomas Lygate, Seymour Mendel, Michael Maguire, Jeffrey
Zlotnick, Ronald Niemsyk and John Passmore. Not Pictured: Fred Reingold.

WORLD OF VOCAB...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Elementary third grade
students welcomed the Rotary Club into their schools on November 13.  Every year
third graders look forward to their visit with the Rotarians as they present the
students with dictionaries to open up their world of vocabulary as a chance to help
promote great readers and writers. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District is
grateful to the Rotary Club for supporting our schools. Pictured are students from
School One with their dictionaries.

Photo courtesy of Michelle H. Daino, Director of Communications, for Mount Saint Mary Academy
ON TO UNIVERSITY…On the morning of November 14, Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung marked the athletic commitment of Westfield resident and
senior Natasha Koetje. She signed her letter of intent to play lacrosse, Division 1,
at American University. Pictured with Natasha are (at left) Denise Materia,
Director of Athletics and Assistant Directress for Athletics, Student Activities and
Discipline, and (at right) Sister Lisa D. Gambacorto, RSM, Ed.S., the Directress
of Mount Saint Mary Academy. Natasha is the daughter of Jeffrey and Noelle
Koetje.

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

www.christopheracademy.com

Admissions Open Houses
Please join us for our

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

December 3
9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

December 12
9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652


