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went to work. Tarlton completed re-
spective passes of 23 yards and 31
yards to wide receiver Tom Bourque,
who would end up making several
outstanding catches on the evening.
After a four-yard run by running back
Gabe Santiago to the Westfield 10,
Tarlton spotted Bourque in the end
zone for the touchdown with 10:07.
The two-point conversion pass was
incomplete.

The Blue Devils responded with a
drive of their own and moved the ball
to the Ridgewood 30. After a three-
yard gain by Alliegro, Shapiro com-
pleted a 10-yards pass to Rooney but
the play was negated due to an ineli-
gible player down field. Two plays
later Shapiro’s attempt to hit Rooney
in the end zone was incomplete and
the Blue Devils punted where the ball
went out at the 10-yard line.

Tarlton worked a mix of four pass-
ing plays with six running plays to
score the go-ahead touchdown.
Santiago got it started with a six-yard
run. After a five-yard false start pen-
alty, Tarlton hit Bourque for nine yards
and Harrison Roberts for 24 yards.

Two plays later Tarlton connected
with Bourque for 12 yards then again
to him for six yards to place the ball
on the Westfield 21. With the Blue
Devils expecting more pass plays,
Tarlton handed off to Santiago for
respective gains of 12 yards, six yards
and four yards, giving the Maroon a
first-and-goal from the two where
Santiago plowed in for the touch-
down with 1:24 remaining in the game.
The two-point conversion pass to
Bourque was good.

The Blue Devils needed to perform
some magic like they did in the
Bridgewater-Raritan playoff game. A
flag on the kickoff against Westfield put
the ball on the 17. Shapiro connected
with Rooney for 13 yards and a first
down. Shapiro then hit Alliegro for five
yards but had to spike the ball on the
next down to stop the clock. A sideline
pass to Rooney was out of bounds then
the fourth-down pass fell incomplete
and the Maroon took over with 33.8 on
the clock. Tarlton took a knee.

“We shut down their run and they
realized that. So they just started
chucking up dust. They just kept com-

ing down with it [catches]. In a game
like this, you got to make the big
plays. You got to win the 50-50 balls
if you want to win and move on. We
just didn’t do that,” Kessler said.

The Blue Devils have one more
game remaining with the Annual
Thanksgiving Day Classic with
Plainfield to be held at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield beginning at 11 a.m.

“We can’t take them lightly. It’s
tough it’s going to be our last game.
We wish we could play more games
after that so we got to go out with a
‘W’. We got to go all out,” McCauley
expressed.

“Every senior is going to want to go
out with a win. Although I am not
playing football, I am going to come
back. We got to put up a good effort
and go out with a win,” Alliegro said.

“We are not going to take them
lightly. We are going to practice hard
and we will all be ready. Seniors will
have fun. I know we will get that
victory and it will be a good Thanks-
giving,” Kessler predicted.
Westfield   0   3   0   7 10
Ridgewood   0   0   2 14 16

But this day belonged to the Red
Devils as they got a step ahead in the
midfield, which translated to pres-
sure on the Raiders’ defense led by
senior co-captain Gabby Aloe and
senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler, who
did manage to make several key stops.

“We kept fighting. After leaving
counties, we didn’t give up and we
said that we could go as far as we
could to win the state championship.

We fought every single game. Last
game we were down with 10 minutes
left and we knew we could come back
if we would just work together. We
know Hunterdon Central has great
individual players but we think as a
group as a unit, we definitely work
very hard, we and know each other
and play very well together. But
Hunterdon Central got the best of us
today,” Aloe said.

But with 30:29 left in the first half,
senior forward Corinna Zullo, who
was near the right corner, crossed a
great shot into the box where junior
forward Lilly Gemma drilled the ball
past Kessler for a 1-0 lead.

The Raiders did, however, have a
few moments when senior midfielder
Lizzy Ley and sophomore middie/de-

fender Leah Klurman each banged shots
off the Red Devils’ crossbar. Freshman
midfielder Alexa Fazio brought the ball
downfield and crossed into the box to
junior attacker Corinne Lyght, whose
shot was deflected by a defender. But
with 27 minutes left in the half, Red
Devil senior goalkeeper Lindsay Dewar
dove to knock away a vicious shot by
Klurman. With 3:30 left in the half,
senior Rachel Schoss sent a corner kick

from the right side into the box, creating
chaos but the ball was cleared.

Then with 1:27 left in the half,
Zullo launched a shot from 30 yards
out from the right-center. Kessler
made a valiant leap but the ball just
nicked her fingertip and lodged into
the top center of the net.

Trailing 2-0 entering the second
half, the Raiders did step up their
offensive for the first seven minutes.
A corner kick from Ley caused a
scramble in the box that Dewar smoth-
ered. Later Ley banged another shot
off the crossbar. Then in the eighth
minute of the second half, junior
midfielder/defender Maddy Brennan
booted a free kick from 35-yards out
from the left-center and once again
the ball sailed just out of the reach of

the leaping Kessler.
No surrender flag was waived and

the Raiders continued. With 21 min-
utes remaining, Klurman banged her
second shot off the crossbar. Fazio
took a shot but Dewar made the save
then Schoss ripped a shot that missed
just to the left. With 10:30 on the
clock, Klurman drilled a shot from
the right but Dewar made the save.

Dewar would add two more saves in
the waning minutes but
with 31 seconds re-
maining, Zullo added
her second goal to fi-
nalize the scoring.

“Corinna Zullo is the
best player on the field.
She scored two goals
and definitely had one
assist today. She’s a
heck of a player and
we weren’t able to do a
good job against her
unfortunately today,”
Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing said.

“We definitely didn’t
get the result we wanted
but we got here for a
reason. We lost coun-
ties and we wanted to
prove that we earned
something this season
and we won the sec-
tions. We didn’t think
we could even do that.
I think that every prac-
tice, every day we
worked so hard and I

think that got us to this point. I am
proud of us but we didn’t get the result
we wanted,” Ley said.

“I told the kids they got to be super
proud of what they accomplished this
year. They won a sectional title, got to
the Group 4 finals for the first time in
school history. Unfortunately we
didn’t have our best game today and
we played a good Hunterdon Central
team and you got to come with your
best game when you play good teams.
We let them get a lead. We played a
little bit better in the second half but it
wasn’t enough,” Coach Ewing said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0
Hunterdon Central 2 2 4

See SPF/Montclair Soccer
Account on Next Page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING THEIR EYES ON THE BALL...Raider defenders Katarina Zikas, center, and Ashley
DeFrancesco, No. 25, pay close attention to the direction of the ball at Kean University.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRUTAL BATTLE IN THE TRENCHES...The Blue Devils and Ridgewood Maroon were engaged in a fierce battle of trench
warfare during the  North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 semifinal at Ridgewood on November 15.


