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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Police Advise Posting On Social Media
Is Dangerous For Our Juveniles

We are writing this letter, myself
along with Chief Trigo of the Fanwood
Police Department, to the members
of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
communities. As I’m sure all of you
are aware, we recently had a situation
where a juvenile student of the SPF
HS allowed a controversial picture to
be taken of himself which was posted
on social media. A third party saw the
picture, and decided to repost it. From
there it went viral.

However distasteful as this picture
is, the individual in the picture is a
juvenile, who thought that it was just
his small group of friends that would
see it. Once the picture was posted
and went viral through various modes
of social media, the threads that fol-
lowed alleged that there was a “threat”
to the school. The juvenile in the
picture never made any threats, never
wanted the picture to get forwarded
for everyone to see on social media,
and even told our detectives that he
understands that what he did was
wrong and does not blame anyone for
being upset with him as he knows
what he did could be hurtful to others.

Many of the comments made were
from adults. This incident made it to
the New Jersey State Police and the
Office of Homeland Security, who
called our department to let us know
that they heard about the “threat.” All
of this from a photograph, of a juve-

nile, who thought that he was in the
company and privacy of his friends.
Furthermore, we recognize that the
content of the post contained hateful
symbols, this is very serious and not
tolerated in our communities.

Reposting these symbols is per-
petuating the hate! We write this let-
ter to hopefully get across the point
that our parents need to be respon-
sible role models for our children.
They need to think about what they
post on social media and how it may
be interpreted by others.

While we expect our juvenile com-
munity to make mistakes, we also
expect them to learn from the adults
in the community. If you do person-
ally know of a threat to our communi-
ties, please let the police know first!
While we do our best to monitor
social media, posting something is
not the same as reporting it to the
police.

When people post hearsay, they
can cause panic to the rest of the
members of our communities.

We will be working with the SPF
BOE to present a seminar in the near
future to discuss social media issues
and how they can cause more harm
than good. Please think before you
post!

Chief Ted Conley, SPPD
Chief Rich Trigo, FPD

Library Friends Give Thanks
To The Westfield Town Staff

The Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library would like to thank
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, Di-
rector of DPW Greg O’Neil, and Ri-
chard Eubanks and the staff at the
DPW for their assistance in the instal-
lation of the Friends’ latest Little Free
Library. We are grateful for all the
help they have given us.

This library, which was donated by
Adriana Vergara who created it as an
art project while a student at Westfield
High School, is dedicated to children’s
books and has been installed at the
playground in Mindowaskin Park.
This new Little Free Library joins six

others sponsored by the Friends, lo-
cated at Tamaques Park next to the
tennis courts, at the southside train
station, in Mindowaskin Park, on
Walnut Street adjacent to the Elm
Street soccer field, on Clark Street
across from the Y and on Palsted
Avenue by the Westfield Community
Center.

The Friends invite everyone to en-
joy these libraries and to “Take a
Book, Leave a Book.”
Harriet Davidson and Michael Miller

Co-Chairs, Little Free Libraries
Committee

Rep. Schiff Should Respect
The Separation of Powers

Montesquieu (“The Spirit of the
Laws”) coined the expression “separa-
tion of powers” in his argument for
having executive, legislative, and judi-
cial branches of government to prevent
the concentration of political power.
James Madison in Federalist Paper 51
(“The Structure of Government Must
Furnish the Proper Checks and Balances
between the Different Governments”)
advised, “each department should have
a will of its own...the members of each
department should be as little dependent
as possible on those of the other....”
Hence checks and balances!

 But Charles Pinckney at the Consti-
tutional Convention warned that Con-
gress could use the check of impeach-
ment as “a rod over the Executive and by
that means effectively destroy his inde-
pendence.” Madison in Federalist Paper
49 (Method of Guarding Against the
Encroachments of Any Department of
Government) wanted against “the inva-
sions” of one branch by another.

United States Representative Adam
Schiff, who is orchestrating the impeach-
ment inquiry, asserts that the failure of
certain Trump administration officials
to testify before Congress is “future evi-
dence of an effort by the administration
to obstruct the lawful and constitutional
duties of Congress.” He has threatened
“contempt of Congress.” He states, “We
would levy fines on those who are not
cooperating. You could fine someone
$25,000 a day until they comply. You
could do that.”

Representative Schiff who is a lawyer
should know better!  The Supreme Court
in United States v. Nixon, 418 UJ.S. 685
(1974) recognized the importance of
executive privilege in protecting the
“confidentiality of his (President) con-
versations and correspondence...There

is a presumptive privilege of communi-
cations. The privilege is fundamental to
the operation of Government, and inex-
tricably rooted in the separation of pow-
ers under the Constitution.” Executive
privilege, however, is “not absolute.” A
President may not assert it when there is
“the demonstrated, specific need for evi-
dence in a pending criminal case.” There-
fore, President Nixon was required to
turn over the Watergate tapes and other
materials to the Federal District Court
for the District of Columbia in the crimi-
nal trial involving the Watergate bur-
glary.

 Representative Schiff cannot claim
what the Court had never decided. The
court was not deciding “congressional
demands for information...We address
only the conflict between the President’s
assertion of a generalized privilege of
confidentiality and the constitutional
need for relevant evidence in criminal
cases.”

The impeachment inquiry now before
the House of Representatives is not a
pending criminal case and the House of
Representatives is not a court of law.
Representative Schiff is not a law not
himself. The Supreme Court in the Nixon
case declared that “it is the province and
the duty of this Court to say what the law
is with respect to the claim of executive
privilege in this case.” The courts, not
Congress, not the media, and not the
public determine when a President may
claim executive privilege.

The ability of the President to conduct
foreign policy or most anything else for
that matter and indeed the very future of
the executive branch are at stake when
sight is lost of fundamental constitu-
tional principles.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Councilman-Elect Jim Boyes
Thanks Supporters

After months of canvassing and
listening to the concerns of residents,
it was humbling to hear the results on
election night. I am excited to begin
working on behalf of my Ward One
neighbors with our Mayor and Town
Council and would like to thank the
voters for putting their trust in me. I
learned a lot while running for office,
not the least of which was the value of
teamwork.

I want to thank my wonderful wife
and Campaign Manager, Maria, for
her unwavering support during my

council run. I also want to thank my
friends and volunteers for all of their
hard work and dedication. I could not
have done any of it without their help
in distributing literature, making
phone calls, putting up signs, and
inviting me into their homes.

I am grateful for the privilege of
serving Westfield and look forward
to getting to work in January. In the
meantime, I wish everyone a safe and
happy holiday season.

Jim Boyes
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cicerone – A guide or person who

shows sight-seers the features of a place
2. Daleth – The fourth letter of the

Hebrew alphabet
3. Ischemia – A suppression of the

flow of blood in an organ or tissue
4. Shent – Put to shame

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MICROPTEROUS
1. Having razorlike teeth
2. Short-winged or short-finned
3. Short-haired
4. Having short or small jaws

DAGOBA
1. Buddhist monumental structure con-

taining the relics of Buddha
2. A dugout canoe
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. The head of a household in India

SUPERALIMENTATION
1. The ability to redigest food, as with

cows
2. Very high metabolism
3. Overactive bladder
4. Excess eating

ATHEROMA
1. Wetland; bogs
2. An encysted tumor, containing

cheesy matter
3. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme
4. Discharge of mucous from any bodily

opening

Will Cranford School District
Benefit From Birchwood PILOT?

The decision reached last week by the Cranford
Township Committee to commit 70 percent of rev-
enue from the Birchwood redevelopment project to
the board of education over the first two years of the
30-year PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) is good
for the school system.

The school district will receive 55 percent of
revenue from the PILOT in years three to five. It is
evident the township knew the potential impact the
225-unit development could have on Cranford
schools from the 99 students a demographer esti-
mated the district will receive from the Birchwood
apartment complex and acted accordingly. Under
state law, the township could have kept 95 percent of
the revenue, with the remaining 5 percent going to
Union County government.

Township Committee member Thomas Hannen,
Jr., who was mayor when the PILOT was approved
in 2018 with the new developer, Birchwood Devel-
opers Urban Renewal, said at last week’s township
committee meeting that the district was at an “imme-
diate disadvantage” with the possible student popu-
lation increase. He proposed that 80 percent of the
revenue go to the district.

Previous plans for Birchwood called for construc-
tion of 360 housing units. After exhausting its legal
options, the township purchased the property at 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue for $18 million from the

previous developer, S. Hekemian Group. The town-
ship brought on another developer, Garden Commu-
nities/Birchwood Developers Associates, LLC, and
reached an agreement with that developer to reduce
the total units at Birchwood to 225. Cranford then
sold the property to Birchwood Developers Urban
Renewal for $18.5 million.

The township approved the PILOT with the devel-
oper in 2018. Under that agreement, the township
will receive 11 percent from the annual gross rev-
enue over a 30-year period.

Board of education officials attended last week’s
township committee workshop agenda meeting to
take part in a discussion on the PILOT and seem
satisfied with the outcome.

“The township committee has been very consider-
ate, assuring the funds will benefit both the children
and the community,” Board of Education President
Kurt Petschow, Jr. said.

After five years of the PILOT, the township
expects to get a better feel of how much the
student population increases in Cranford schools
from Birchwood and decide if the 55-percent
number needs to be reduced, increased or kept the
same.

The township is expected to introduce the PILOT
ordinance at its Tuesday, November 26 meeting.
Will it cover all of the school costs?

As Citizens of Free and Prosperous
Nation, We Give Our Thanks

Next week we celebrate Thanksgiving, which for
most of us means the coming together of family and
friends, a smorgasbord of delights ranging from
turkey to pumpkin pie, and perhaps the big football
game – all made especially festive by brilliant au-
tumn hues and the start of the holiday season.

At such a busy time of year, with so much to prepare
for, it is easy to take for granted the privileges and
opportunities most of us experience daily as citizens
of the United States, but which are a luxury or non-
existent in many other parts of the world.

The majority of us need not wonder how we will
feed, shelter, educate or obtain medical care for their
children. We need not fear persecution or worse
because of cultural or religious differences, nor the
threat that an armed conflict could wipe out our
home, our town or our entire way of life in a single
day.

We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our
own leaders. We can travel outside our homeland,
associate with whom we choose, and pursue our

dreams as far as our ambition and hard work will
take us, regardless of our background.

It was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims
courage to venture across the Atlantic to begin new
lives in an unfamiliar and uncharted land; that
fueled the American colonists’ fight for indepen-
dence more than a century afterwards and inspired
countless men and women to risk their lives in
defense of these freedoms ever since.

While our society is not flawless, and there are
many within our own borders who struggle against
hunger, homelessness and other woes, we continue
to stand tall for our strength as a nation and for the
ideals we represent. So as you sit around your
holiday table, take an extra moment to contemplate
the many things for which we have to be grateful.
Then take another moment to remember all of those
people, both here and abroad, who face a daily battle
just to survive, live with dignity, or carve out a better
tomorrow for their children. And to all our readers,
and your families – our best wishes for a happy and
healthy Thanksgiving Day.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

ORDINANCE 19-16-S

THE BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED
HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY
ADOPTED ON NOVEMBER 18, 2019 AND
THE 20-DAY PERIOD OF LIMITATION
WITHIN WHICH A SUIT, ACTION OR
PROCEEDING QUESTIONING THE VA-
LIDITY OF SUCH ORDINANCE CAN BE
COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED IN THE
LOCAL BOND LAW, HAS BEGUN TO
RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS STATEMENT.

ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK

BOND ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING BOND ORDINANCE NUM-
BER 17-13-S FINALLY
ADOPTED BY THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
NEW JERSEY ON SEPTEM-
BER 5, 2017

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of
all the members thereof affirmatively con-
curring), AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Bond Ordinance of the
Borough Council of the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union, New
Jersey (the “Borough”) entitled “Bond Or-
dinance Providing Appropriation Of
$1,012,000 For Streetscape Improvements
Along South Avenue By And For The Bor-
ough Of Fanwood In The County Of Union,
New Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance
Of $199,500 In Bonds Or Notes Of The
Borough For Financing Part Of The Appro-
priation” finally adopted on September 5,
2017 (the “Ordinance”) is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

Section 2. The Ordinance is hereby
amended by (a) deleting the reference of
“$1,012,000” for the appropriation and
estimated cost and “$199,500” for the es-
timated maximum amount of bonds or
notes and substituting in lieu therefor
“$1,437,000” and “$1,426,500”, respec-
tively; and by (b) deleting the reference to
“$210,000” for Section 20 costs and sub-
stituting in lieu therefor “$425,000”.

Section 3. The capital budget of the
Borough is hereby amended to conform
with the provisions of this ordinance to the
extent of any inconsistency herewith. The
resolutions in the form promulgated by the
Local Finance Board showing full detail of
the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services is
on file with the Clerk and is available there
for public inspection.

Section 4. This Section 4 constitutes a
declaration of official intent under Trea-
sury Regulation Section 1.150-2.  The
Borough reasonably expects to pay ex-
penditures with respect to the Improve-
ments prior to the date that the Borough
incurs debt obligations under this Bond
Ordinance. The Borough reasonably ex-
pects to reimburse such expenditures with
the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the
Borough under this Bond Ordinance. The
maximum principal amount of debt ex-
pected to be issued for payment of the
costs of the Improvements is $1,426,500.

Section 5. All other provisions of the
Ordinance shall remain unchanged.

Section 6. This amendatory bond ordi-
nance shall take effect twenty days after
the first publication thereof after final adop-
tion as provided by Local Bond Law.
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