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Tip From Citizen Leads to
Drug Investigation, Arrest

CRANFORD — After a tip from a
concerned citizen, the Cranford Police
Department arrested two men in connec-
tion with illegal drug activity taking place
on Hawthorne Street in Cranford. After
days of watching the home, detectives
were able to identify Kevin Frullo, 46, as
the resident of the Cranford home and
suspected him of engaging in drug activ-
ity, according to a press release issued by
the department.

On the morning of November 13, 2019,
members of the Cranford Police Investi-
gative Division setup surveillance in the
vicinity and arrested Frullo outside of his
home and charged him with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

In addition, a 2019 Honda Civic was
also stopped in the area after detectives
witnessed the operator conduct a drug
transaction with Frullo. Police arrested
Wesley Atherely, 38, of Newark and
charged him with several counts of distri-
bution of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance, possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance and possession of drug
paraphernalia. On scene detectives lo-
cated and seized over 500 folds of heroin,
28 bags of Cocaine, three bags of crack
cocaine and $2,046 in cash from
Atherely’s vehicle, according to the re-
lease.

Both men were processed at Cranford
Police Headquarters and released pend-
ing a Union County State Superior Court
appearance.
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Township Partners With
SPBPA for Small Biz. Sat.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township of
Scotch Plains has partnered with the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Associa-
tion (SPBPA) this year for Small Business
Saturday on November 30.

The community in invited to join busi-
ness owners, council members and town-
ship staff on the Alan Augustine Village
Green from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for and hot
chocolate and cookies in helping promote
local businesses in downtown Scotch
Plains.

“We invite residents to spend some qual-
ity time in our downtown, shopping, eat-
ing, socializing and discovering new gems
among the loyal long-time business own-
ers,” Mayor Al Smith said. “Join me on
Park Avenue, East 2nd Street and out to
our businesses on Route 22 and Mountain
Avenue, Westfield Avenue, North and
South Avenues as well,” added Mayor
Smith. “We are so fortunate in Scotch
Plains to have many areas where our small
businesses thrive.”

“As a small business, we appreciate our
customers who support us all year long.
This year, we are joining with the township
to promote the great businesses that call

Scotch Plains home,” said Lisa Mohn,
president of the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association.

Giveaway bags with coupons for par-
ticipating businesses, courtesy of the
SPBPA and local business owners will
be distributed. Please check the website
www.scotchplainsnj.gov for more in-
formation and a list of participating
businesses.

Business owners who wish to be in-
cluded on the list online or by donating
something to the bags can contact Ms.
Mohn at Apple Blossom by calling
(908\) 322-4999 or stopping by the shop
at 381 Park Avenue.

Small Business Saturday was an idea
created by the credit card giant Ameri-
can Express on November 27, 2010.
The campaign launched in order to help
small businesses gain additional expo-
sure and to change the way consumers
shop within their own community dur-
ing the holiday season.

 For more information on Small Busi-
ness Saturday, visit https://
www.americanexpress.com/us/small-
business/shop-small/about.
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GOP Gains Three Assembly Seats
As DEMS Hold 2nd District

Republicans picked up three seats in
the State Assembly on Election Day and
not five as they had hoped after mail-in
ballots have put incumbent Democrats in
the 2nd Legislation District Assembly in
the lead race, The Atlantic City Press has
reported.

After the majority of mail-in and pro-
visional ballots were counted by Thurs-
day morning, incumbent Assembly
Democrats Vince Mazzeo and John
Armato, both of Atlantic County, were
ahead by 2,254 and 939 votes, respec-
tively, according to the report.

Republican candidates, Atlantic
County Freeholder John Risley and Phil
Guenther, former longtime mayor of Brig-
antine, have conceded the race.

The GOP did pick up two Assembly
seats as well as an unexpired Senate seat
in the 1st Legislative District as well as a
seat in the 8th district.

Come January Democrats will hold a
25-15 edge in the Senate and a 51-29
edge in the Assembly.

The next election in 2021, were all 120
seats in the Legislature are up, will come
following redistricting of New Jersey’s
40 legislative districts following the 2020
Census.

In the 1st Legislative District, which
covers Atlantic, Cape May and
Cumberland Counties in South Jersey,
Republican challenger Mike Testa de-
feated incumbent state Senator Bob
Andrzejczak, a Democrat, by nearly 7
percent, or 3,300 votes. The Senate seat is
the unexpired term of Democrat Jeff Van
Drew, who was elected to Congress last
year.

In the same district, Republican chal-
lengers Erik Simonsen and Antwan
McClellan defeated Democratic incum-
bents Bruce Land and Matthew Milam,
by over 2,400 votes.

All are unofficial tallies as the Secre-
tary of State has not yet certified election
results.

Murphy Pushes for State Bank;
Bramnick Says ‘Very Bad Idea’
Gov. Phil Murphy on Wednesday took

the first steps to make New Jersey the first
state in a century to open a state-owned
bank, according a nj.com report. The
Democratic governor signed an execu-
tive order to form a 14-member board to
oversee the taxpayer-funded institution.

The public bank would be owned by
the state’s taxpayers, Gov. Murphy said.

“I still believe in the ability of public
banks owned by the people of New
Jersey to be a force for good in helping
small businesses succeed, in providing
student loans at affordable rates and
opening lines of credit to municipali-
ties needing long-term infrastructure
and affordable housing,” the governor
said.

It would be the first state-owned bank

to open across the country in a century.
North Dakota runs the country’s only
other state-owned bank, which opened in
1919, and California recently allowed
cities to open 10 public banks statewide,
according to the report.

Assembly Republican Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) said
politicians should not be running a state
bank while state finances are a mess.

“Murphy wants to create a government
bank. That is a very, very, very bad idea,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Do you really want
New Jersey to manage a bank? We have
over $200 billion in underfunded liabili-
ties and debt. That is not a good record.
New Jersey politicians are not bankers
and never should be. Governor Murphy
is absolutely wrong. Call Governor
Murphy now and tell him, ‘no state bank.’”

Sherrill Falls Short In Race
For Leadership Post

New Jersey freshman Congresswoman
Mikie Sherrill (D-11th, Montclair) fell
short in the race last week to succeed
former Congresswoman Katie Hill (D-
California) as the liaison to the freshman
class in the House Democrats’ leadership
team, according to media reports.

Congresswoman Veronica Escobar (D-
Tex.) was elected to the position. Also
running for the leadership post was Con-
gresswoman Susie Lee (D-Nev.) and
Congresswoman Lauren Underwood (D-
Ill.).

Woman Removed by Troopers
From Senate Panel Hearing

Sue Altman, director of New Jersey
Working Families, was removed by State
Troopers during Monday’s Senate Select
Committee on Economic Growth Strate-
gies hearing featuring powerbroker
George Norcross, according to 4 NBC
New York report.

Senator Bob Smith had troopers re-
move those disrupting the hearing. Mr.
Norcross says a task force established
by Governor Phil Murphy, an insur-
ance broker and chairman of the Coo-
per University Hospital board, unfairly
targets him as parts of its probe on tax
breaks.

Bill to Require Bus Safety Mgr.
Approved By Assembly Panel

Legislation to require boards of edu-
cation and school bus contractors to
employ school bus safety personnel was
approved by the Assembly Transporta-
tion and Independent Authorities Com-
mittee on Monday.

Earlier this year, six measures were
signed into law bolstering school safety
regulations as a result of the investigation
into a school bus accident in Paramus last
May.

This bill addresses concerns raised af-
ter the accident of an apparent disconnect
between student transportation and the
school districts. To help bridge the gap in
communication, the bill, A-4343, would
designate someone as a school bus safety
manager.

Under the bill, a school bus safety
manager’s responsibilities would in-
clude: ensuring compliance with state
and federal laws, rules, and regulations
regarding school bus safety; providing
periodic training in the proper use of
emergency equipment; and the applica-
tion of industry best practices for avoid-
ing accidents.

The bill will now go to the Assembly
Speaker for further consideration.

Bill to Establish Program to
Detect Fentanyl Advances

TRENTON — Legislation that would
establish a program to detect fentanyl in
the illegal drug supply was approved Mon-
day by the Senate Law and Public Safety
Committee.

The legislation, S-5445/S-3909, is
sponsored by Senate Republican Minor-
ity Leader Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield)
and Senator Kristin Corrado (R-40th,
Totowa).

The bill would require the attorney
general to establish a program to test for
fentanyl in all controlled dangerous sub-
stances seized by police in the state.

“The severity of this crisis demands
action, and I am pleased the committee
took up this bill today,” Mr. Kean said.
“With the information we learn from this
program, we can better understand where
fentanyl is most common and which neigh-
borhoods and towns face the greatest risks.
The testing could help police track the
sources of the deadly drugs and get them
off the streets.”

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid up to 25
times more potent and dangerous than
heroin. Fentanyl-related deaths in New
Jersey have increased dramatically in re-
cent years, and fatal overdoses involving
synthetic opioids have exploded from 38
in 2012 to 1,376 in 2017, when there were

almost 2,000 overdose deaths in the
state.

Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin (D-
19th, Woodbridge) said the Assembly
will vote on legislation to put an adult-
use cannabis question before the voters.

“We plan to pass the measure this
year in order for New Jerseyans to have
the opportunity to make the decision in
November 2020 when we expect voter
turnout to be high due to the presidential
election,” Speaker Coughlin said.

Senators Aim to Put Pot
Legalization on Ballot

TRENTON — Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) and Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden),
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, have announced the introduction
of legislation to seek voter approval of a
constitutional amendment to legalize adult
use marijuana in New Jersey.

“We are moving forward with a plan to
seek voter approval to legalize adult use
marijuana in New Jersey. We introduced
legislation [Monday] to authorize a pub-
lic referendum for a proposal that will
lead to the creation of a system that allows
adults to purchase and use marijuana for
recreational purposes in a responsible
way. This initiative will bring cannabis
out of the underground so that it can be
controlled to ensure a safe product, strictly
regulated to limit use to adults and have
sales subjected to the sales tax,” the two

Senators said in a statement.
“We will have the Legislature vote on

the plan during the current legislative
session and expect the proposal to be on
the ballot in 2020, when voter turnout
will be maximized for the national elec-
tion. We are confident it will be approved
by the Senate, the Assembly and the
voters. We made further attempts to gen-
erate additional support in the Senate to
get this done legislatively, but we recog-
nize that the votes just aren’t there. We
respect the positions taken by legislators
on what is an issue of conscience.

“We will now move forward with a
plan that helps correct social and legal
injustices that have had a discriminatory
impact on communities of color. We can
make real progress towards social justice
at the same time that cannabis is made
safe and legal,” the Senators concluded.

Bill on Driver Distractions
Advances In Assembly

TRENTON, N.J. – State legislation,
A-2499, creating task force on driver
distractions, advanced out of the Assem-
bly Transportation and Independent Au-
thorities Committee on Monday.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz’s (R-
21st, Summit) is one of the prime spon-
sors of the bill that would establish a task
force to study and make recommenda-
tions concerning the impact of driver
distractions on road and highway safety.
“Anything that takes your attention away
from driving can be a distraction,” stated
Asw. Munoz. “Whether it’s sending a
text message, talking on a cell phone or
using a navigation system, any of these
distractions can endanger the driver and
others.”

Under the bill, the task force is to
consist of 13 members. A member of the
County Prosecutors Association of New
Jersey, New Jersey State Municipal Pros-
ecutors Association, New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police, Insur-
ance Council of New Jersey, and Driv-
ing School Association of New Jersey
would be appointed to the task force. In
addition, three public members with edu-
cation or experience in highway traffic
safety are to be appointed by the Gover-
nor, one of whom is to be recommended
by the president of the Senate and one of

whom is to be recommended by the
speaker of the General Assembly. The
commissioner of transportation, com-
missioner of education, chief adminis-
trator of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission, director of the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety, and superinten-
dent of State Police would serve as ex-
officios.

“Combating the issue of distracted driv-
ing needs a task force made up of various
key members with expertise in this area in
order to continue the fight against unsafe
and distracted driving practices,” Asw.
Munoz said.

The task force is to organize within 120
days after the appointment of the three
public members and select a chairperson.
The Division of Highway Traffic Safety is
to provide the necessary professional and
clerical staff to the task force. Five mem-
bers of the commission would constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.

Medical School Names
Stu. Ctr. After Nelson
NUTLEY — Hackensack Meridian

School of Medicine at Seton Hall Uni-
versity has named its student life center
after former Westfield High School Prin-
cipal Derrick Nelson, who died earlier
this year after donating bone marrow to
a 14-year-old cancer patient.

Dr. Nelson, 44, died April 8, about
two months after undergoing a donation
procedure at Hackensack University
Medical Center that left him in a coma.

In addition to his role as principal,
Dr. Nelson served as an officer in the
U.S. Army Reserve for more than 20
years and had recently re-enlisted.

Before coming to Westfield, he was
an assistant principal in two public
schools in Orange and he began his
career in education in 2002 as a teacher
in the Plainfield School District.

Hackensack Meridian School of
Medicine is affiliated with Hackensack
University Medical Center.
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