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Sparking the Mind
An opportunity to learn, to discuss and to be a part of a stimulating community.  

For adults of all ages. 

From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

Upcoming Series Tuesdays at the JCC from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
1391 Martine Ave

Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

LEADER IN CHARLESTON...Jeff and Cheri Pate hold up their copy of The
Westfield Leader during a recent trip to Charleston, S.C.

WESTFIELD LEADER GOES TO NASHVILLE...Judy Epstein, Renee Golush
and The Westfield Leader visit Nashville for music and shopping.

LEADER IN PORTUGAL...Dave Rehrer from Westfield proudly displays The
Westfield Leader at The Invitational--a recent European-Pro Am at Casa do Lago,
Portugal, flanked by Barry Guy and Tom Guy, president of Eligo golf club.

downtown will be on Sunday, De-
cember 8, from 2 to 5 p.m. The annual
menorah lighting will be on Sunday,
December 22, at 6 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bond Rating

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Hall Relocation
saying, “We need ball fields, we need
recreational fields.” He warned that
if discussions about doing away with
Memorial Park ever got serious, rep-
resentatives and players from all the
sports leagues in town would crowd
the committee’s meetings to protest.

After Mr. Brzozowski criticized the
mayor for what he called a “lack of
concern regarding our problems,” com-
mittee member Michael Alvarez told
the crowd that “nothing is written in
stone” regarding where a new munici-
pal building will be built and added
that “we don’t even know if [the
Plainfield Avenue site] is developable.”

Westfield Avenue resident Howard
Geiser suggested building on the
Scotch Hills Country Club site, call-
ing it “a lot of land that’s not being
used.” But Deputy Mayor Josh
Losardo said that proposal was “not a
feasible idea,” pointing out that the
golf course is a Green Acres site and,
thus, off limits to development while
the Shady Rest Clubhouse is a his-
toric landmark.

Other neighborhood residents

spoke out against building on the
conservation zone property, with an
Evergreen Avenue resident calling
it “absurd” to have the police and
fire departments headquartered
there. Another resident said putting
those departments in that neighbor-
hood would be “unsafe, unsafe, un-
safe.” A few residents mentioned
putting the library there, but Mayor
Smith said it’s highly likely that a
new library will be built near its
present site on Bartle Avenue near
the downtown.

The mayor also cleared up what
appeared to be a misconception
among some neighborhood resi-
dents that, once the municipal build-
ing was relocated to that area, all
township events — like the trunk-
or-treat, Scotch Plains Day and the
weekly Farmers Market — would
be shifted there as well. He empha-
sized that all town-sponsored events
now taking place in the downtown
will continue to be based in what he
anticipated will be a more prosper-
ous and bustling business district.

areas, serving as few as 500 students
and as many as 75,000 students.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
called Aspen “a very prestigious
honor,” saying he hopes the college
“prevails” by winning the award.
“This is a big deal,” he added.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, a Linden resi-
dent presented the board with what
he described as records dating from
2015 pertaining to current Linden
Mayor Derek Armstead when he was
a county employee. The resident said
the time sheets show discrepancies
between the mayor’s calendar and
what was reported on his time sheets.

According to a previous news re-
port on mycentraljersey.com, a
Gannett website, Mayor Armstead
was still employed as a programmer
by the Union County Bureau of In-
formation Technology while serving
as mayor, a full-time paid position.

According to the report, Mr.
Armstead resigned the county posi-
tion in October 2016 after 18 years.
He had been paid $59,593 as a county
employee.

“I think this warrants an investiga-
tion,” the resident told the board.

The mayor is embroiled in a legal
battle with state Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), who the
mayor fired as the city’s prosecutor
after accusing him of failing to ap-
pear in municipal court 127 days
during the period of 2017 and 2018.
Mr. Scutari, in turn, accused the

mayor of leaking a report on his
Linden employment, conducted by a
consulting firm hired by the city, to
the press and has filed a $10-million
lawsuit against the mayor and city
council for libel.

Freeholder Mirabella said the Lin-
den resident “certainly indicated
some serious allegations” against Mr.
Armstead. Mr. Mirabella said he was
sure County Manager Ed Oatman
“will take steps necessary to have an
investigation on this.”

During her comments, Freeholder
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded noted
that Mary Robinson has been named
one of CNN’s Heroes of the Year for
her efforts as founder and executive
director of Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss. Imagine, located
in Mountainside and Newark, helps
children and young adults deal with
the loss of a parent, sibling or friend.
Ten people were named to the list by
CNN watchers. The CNN audience
can vote at https://www.cnn.com/
SPECIALS/cnn.heroes/vote/10/. The
winner will receive a $100,000 prize
to benefit their cause on top of the
$10,000 they were awarded for mak-
ing the list.
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Freeholders Vote to Extend
 KemperSports to Dec. 31

Fanwood Appraisal Letters,
Holiday Events Discussed

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Council
President Tom Kranz announced at
Monday’s council meeting that ho-
meowner appraisal notification let-
ters were starting to reach borough
residents this past week, stating that
he had just received a letter for his
home. He noted that residents will
find that the appraisals will be “radi-
cally different” than what they cur-
rently are used to.

Councilman Kranz stated that the
current appraisals were 30 years out
of date and that the new valuations of
properties were carefully calculated.
He also noted that anyone having a
question regarding the new amount
and how it was determined could
make a one-on-one appointment to
be held at the Carriage House within
the next few weeks. He said the bor-
ough will make these appointments
and that “no one’s tax bill will change
for months.”

At the beginning of the regular
monthly council meeting, recreation
volunteer and Fanwood resident
Elyse Blasi was named Volunteer of
the Month for her two years serving
on the borough’s recreation com-
mission. For her commitment to the
borough through the commission,
Ms. Blaisi was given a framed char-
coal drawing of Fanwood’s historic
train station building, as is custom-
arily presented to all Volunteer of
the Month honorees.

Ms. Blasi stated that she decided to
volunteer for the recreation commis-
sion as a way to “get involved in my
community.”

It was noted that the next event for
the recreation commission is the an-
nual Christmas tree-lighting cer-
emony, scheduled for 3 p.m. on Sun-

day, December 8, at the Fanwood
Train Station. Santa Claus is sched-
uled to visit the borough during the
festivities.

Other community events sponsored
by the commission were said to be the
annual Easter Egg Hunt, Fanny Wood
Day, the Summer Movie Night Se-
ries, Vintage Market, Ladies Night
Out and Clean Communities Day. It
was noted that the commission is pres-
ently looking for more volunteers to
help execute its events.

In other business, a resolution was
read on behalf of all veterans recog-
nizing their contributions and sacri-
fice on behalf of the country and
honoring all the men and women who
have served. It also mentioned the
sacrifice that was made by the fami-
lies of those whose military service
had taken them away from home.

Mr. Kranz thanked all those who
have served and read a resolution in
honor of Veterans Day.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
was congratulated on her Election
Day victory in winning an eighth
three-year term. Mayor Colleen
Mahr also was congratulated on her
reelection, marking her fifth four-
year term in office. Jeffrey Banks
and Francine Glaser were congratu-
lated on their council victories as
well.

Additionally, Jay Morris and Brian
Walter were thanked for their time
and interest in serving the borough
by running for seats on the govern-
ing body and were encouraged to
remain active in the Fanwood com-
munity and to again seek elected
office in the future.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, December 2, at 7
p.m., at Borough Hall, located at 75
North Martine Avenue.

PSE&G Power Lines Not to
Run Along Conrail Route

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – PSE&G will not
be able to move forward with run-
ning the proposed upgraded power
lines along the ConRail right-of-way,
PSE&G Projects Director Gino J.
Leonardis said at Friday’s special
meeting at Cranford’s municipal
building. The meeting was attended
by officials of surrounding towns.

Conrail provided feedback ad-
dressing the “along-the-rail-line” al-
ternative power line route plan; feed-
back deeming the project “unfea-
sible for many reasons,” stated Mr.
Leonardis. However, PSE&G will
not be moving forward at this time
with the proposed Walnut Avenue
route, stated Mr. Leonardis.

“The last thing PSE&G would want
is displeased customers. PSE&G al-
ways has and wants to continue work-
ing with the community,” Mr.
Leonardis said.

PSE&G is considering alternative
routes, which would include a new
location for a substation, which
would host the “more reliable and
efficient” power lines, stated Mr.
Leonardis. At this time, an alterna-
tive route concept separate of both
Conrail or Walnut Avenue has not
been solidified.

Conrail with PSE&G concurring
realized the Conrail route would be
simply “impractical” from an opera-
tional, accessibility and cost per-
spective, Mr. Leonardis said. He said
the Conrail project was misrepre-
sented by the project’s proponents,
who assumed the new lines could be
placed on existing poles along the
track.

New power poles hosting the new
higher 69kv voltage lines would be
needed, stated Mr. Leonardis, add-
ing that the new power lines would
infringe on personal property own-
ers’ land rights or Conrail’s existing
operations and future operations. The
current lines the utility wants to re-

place are 26kv.
“If PSE&G were to place the power

lines along the tracks, Conrail’s fu-
ture ‘third rail’ project planned within
the rail corridor would no longer be
possible,” said Mr. Leonardis, re-
laying Conrail engineers’ opinions
on the project.

The proposed Conrail power line
route would have to be erected in
Conrail’s busiest corridor. The busy
corridor would negatively impact a
PSE&G construction timeline as
well, as PSE&G construction would
slow Conrail’s daily operations, Mr.
Leonardis said.

 In addition, he said the Conrail
power line project would include
three times the costs as opposed to
the project costs associated with the
Walnut Avenue project. PSE&G de-
velops strategically-placed power
line routes to reduce project costs,
stated Mr. Leonardis. Project costs
are inherently transferred to custom-
ers’ monthly bills.

PSE&G, when seeking a new al-
ternative route, will look to reduce
the amount of power line distance
required and poles needed to deliver
efficient energy to customers.

“PSE&G does not want to deliver
an unreliable energy source to cus-
tomers. I don’t think customers would
be happy with frequent power out-
ages,” Mr. Leonardis said.

State Assembly Republican Mi-
nority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) described PSE&G “as the
real deal” when one considers a util-
ity company that delivers consistent
utility services to customers.

Scotch Plains Rec. Increases
Public Commentary Time
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission ap-
proved a motion at its Monday meet-
ing to add a second public commen-
tary section to each meeting.

Prior to approval of a resolution
endorsing the additional commen-
tary section, the commission per-
mitted a maximum 30 minutes at
the beginning of each meeting for
public comment. The motion will
split the total 30-minute commen-
tary section into two separate 15-
minute public commentary discus-
sion periods, stated commission
Chairman Michael Walsh.

Chairman Walsh stated that two
15-minute public commentary por-
tions will allow flexibility for resi-
dents who may want to voice their
opinion on a topic that will be dis-
cussed. The second commentary
portion could provide two functions

— allowing the resident to com-
ment on a discussion or voting out-
come or provide input at the
meeting’s end on a matter discussed
for the first time during the meet-
ing, stated Mr. Walsh.

Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler
stated that from her experience serv-
ing on council, residents are re-
spectful of the commentary time
maximums.

“Typically, if it is a large group
with the same message, we will
kindly ask for a representative to
speak for the group’s interest, if that
is possible,” said Councilwoman
Stamler.

Keeping a beginning public com-
mentary portion allows attendees to
ask questions about any recreation
program or equipment presenta-
tions, which are often presented by
a third party (vendor) at the
meeting’s commencement, stated
Chairman Walsh.
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BOE Hears Concerns
About Racism at SPFHS

posted and went viral through vari-
ous modes of social media, the
threads that followed alleged that
there was a ‘threat’ to the school.
The juvenile in the picture never
made any threats, never wanted the
picture to get forwarded for every-
one to see on social media, and even
told our detectives that he under-
stands that what he did was wrong
and does not blame anyone for be-
ing upset with him as he knows what
he did could be hurtful to others,”
the police chiefs said in their state-
ment.

In response to the many com-
ments and miscommunication re-
garding the post, Superintendent of
Schools Joan Mast, Ed.D., sent a
letter home to parents in the district
explaining what happened and that
no actual threats were made. She
also noted that the district was plan-
ning parent workshops on the use of
social media to be held soon.

During Thursday’s meeting, Su-
perintendent Mast stated that mem-

bers of the Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood Ministerium currently have
activities planned celebrating di-
versity with an upcoming Thanks-
giving program scheduled for this
Monday, November 25, at 7 p.m. It
also was noted that they recently
held the first in a series of an inter-
active healing project at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield last Sunday, November
17, from 2:30 to 5 p.m. The goal of
the program is to talk about and
hear about and help to heal tensions
between members in the commu-
nity in a safe and healing environ-
ment. The project has a committee
of professional and community
members working toward peace. All
healing project participants must
register for the program.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held this evening, Thurs-
day, November 21, at 8 p.m. The
meeting will be held in the adminis-
tration building located at 512 Ce-
dar Street, Scotch Plains.

Local Mayors Comment on
PSE&G 69kv Lines Update
REGION  – Cranford Mayor

Patrick Giblin, Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco, and Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle responded to Friday’s an-
nouncement from PSE&G that its
69kV high-voltage power line project
has been placed on indefinite hold
due to ongoing logistical challenges.
(Please see front page story.)

The mayors said in a press release
they were informed that, to date, the
analysis performed by PSE&G has
shown the preferred Conrail railway
route to be cost prohibitive. In addi-
tion, with the substation plans for the
Hartz building no longer in play,
they indicated that there is no viable
alternative route to establish at this
time.

“Friday’s update was issued in re-
sponse to widely shared community
concerns about the potential impacts
of this initiative. It also follows many
months of ongoing, collaborative dis-
cussions between the three mayors,
who share a united opposition to the
two previously proposed project
routes affecting residential neighbor-
hoods in their respective towns,” ac-
cording to the press release.

“I want to thank the many resi-
dents, business owners, and govern-
ment officials on multiple levels who
took the time to research this issue
and share their feedback, demonstrat-
ing the power of community engage-

ment on issues that matter to all of
us,” Mayor Brindle said. “I’m pleased
that PSE&G continues to keep the
lines of communication open through-
out their ongoing due diligence in
seeking a suitable alternative, and I
remain committed to working with
them alongside Mayors Giblin and
Todisco to ensure a favorable out-
come.”

“[Friday’s] announcement reaf-
firms that our united position among
the three municipalities is being heard
by PSE&G,” Mayor Giblin said. “I’m
grateful that their ongoing evaluation
of this project will continue to priori-
tize the input of our communities.”

“I am pleased to hear that PSE&G
continues to listen to us on this impor-
tant matter, which would deeply af-
fect those living in residential neigh-
borhoods along the route proposed
originally,” Mayor Todisco said. “Not
only are they showing how they lis-
tened to elected officials, but most
importantly, they listened to the
people. I am eager to continue the
conversations with PSE&G as they
further evaluate this project.”

In addition, PSE&G reaffirmed
their commitment to work with the
mayors of these municipalities pre-
emptively and collaboratively, in the
event that a potential alternative route
surfaces, to ensure an optimal out-
come for all parties involved.
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