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ONE DOLLAR

Bramnick, Muñoz Eke Out
Re-election Victories In Assembly
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Twenty-first Legislative
District Republicans Jon Bramnick
and Nancy Muñoz were narrowly reelected to the State Assembly in
Tuesday’s election.
Unofficial results showed Mr.
Bramnick, of Westfield, the
Assembly’s top Republican, winning
18,600 votes, or 25.3 percent of the
total, and Mrs. Muñoz, of Summit,
gaining 18,102 votes, or 24.6 percent. Close behind were Democrats

Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield, who
received 17,883 votes, or 24.3 percent, and Stacey Gunderman of New
Providence, who won 17,482 votes,
or 23.8 percent. A ticket of Independent conservatives led by former
Scotch Plains mayor Martin Marks
and Harris Pappas received less than
1,400 votes in total.
The race for the two Assembly seats
was a closely-watched one this fall,
with Mr. Bramnick, a 16-year veteran
of the lower chamber, seeking to avoid
becoming the first state legislative

Jennifer Glackin for The Westfield Leader

FLIP WESTFIELD...The Westfield Democrats won three out of four wards for
Town Council. At election night campaign headquarters, 16 Propsect, Mayor
Shelley Brindle speaks on behalf of town council candidates, pictured from left,
Scott Katz, Mark Parmelee and Jim Boyes, who won in Wards 4, 2, and 1,
respectively, and Jennifer Gilman, pictured third from left, who narrowly lost to
incumbent Republican Mark LoGrippo for Ward 3.

Planning Bd. Discusses
Reexamination Report
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – HZM Associates
representative Jeff Janota presented
the planning board with a preliminary
master plan reexamination report at
Monday night’s board meeting. Mr.
Janota said the final master plan reexamination draft will be made available to interested residents on Monday, December 2. The final draft will
include a vision statement followed
by a snapshot of each section within
the report.
“We want as many residents to read
this as possible,” Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.
Mayor Brindle said the report’s
vision statement should be
“aspirational.” Mr. Janota said the
vision statement could describe the
report’s purpose and goals that
Westfield strives to maintain and become through the master plan’s directives.
Planning Board member Ann
Freedman said the most commonly
discussed topics should be summarized and detailed towards the front
of the document. She said resident

focus has frequently been on transitrelated issues and proposed or possible future housing developments.
Board member Michael LaPlace
said that although density specific
numbers could not be forecasted, it
could be touched upon in the master
plan how Westfield’s downtown can
evolve as a thriving transit village as
the town addresses Council on Affordable Housing obligations.
Board Chairman Robert Newell
said the master plan report should
include an effective summary describing what residents asked for, the town
they want to live in, the culture which
should be fostered, and the aesthetics
protecting those virtues. An executive summary on each topic section
reviewed by HZM Associates will
allow residents to remain efficiently
and effectively informed, stated Ms.
Freedman.
Throughout the last year, Mayor
Brindle said, she and the town council have hosted public forums to engage residents to give ideas and suggestions on what can be improved in
many facets of Westfield.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

COMING SOON...The Cranford Theater, which shut down on September 4, is set
to reopen on Friday, November 8, following extensive renovations.

leader since 1993 to lose at the ballot
box. The 21st District includes parts of
Morris, Somerset and Union Counties
and has been trending increasingly
Democratic in recent years. Two years
ago, Mr. Bramnick and Mrs. Muñoz
also won narrow re-election victories.
The victorious candidates, accompanied by State Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield, spoke to a few dozen happy
— and relieved — supporters shortly
after 10 p.m. at the Italian-American
Club in Westfield. Pronouncing himself “very pleased” by his re-election,
Mr. Bramnick, who has been the GOP
leader since 2012, said that “common
sense prevailed” in the 21st District.
“We were challenged by the left and
the right,” he said, alluding to the
election fight against the Democratic
and Conservative tickets. “A moderate Republican actually won.”
He struck a conciliatory tone in his
remarks, avoiding both President
Donald Trump and Governor Phil
Murphy, and instead stressing the need
for civility and bipartisanship in political life. “You can be bipartisan,”
he said. “You can be sensible, you can
be fiscally conservative.” He said it
was important to “treat people with
respect.” He called for efforts to “bring
this state together. Let’s respect each
other.”
Mrs. Muñoz, who has been in the
Assembly since 2009, said she was
“extraordinarily proud to be part of
the Kean-Bramnick team” and proclaimed that “we represent the people
of New Jersey.” She finished by saying, “Let’s get New Jersey back to the
state we can be proud of.”
Mr. Kean spoke briefly and said
that “common sense conservatives
won” on Tuesday.
Both
Congressman
Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset) and
Union County Freeholder Alexander
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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BRAMNICK, MUNOZ WIN...Twenty-first Legislative District Republicans Jon Bramnick and Nancy Munoz, left, were
narrowly re-elected to the State Assembly in Tuesday’s election, winning over Democrats Lisa Mandelblatt and Stacey
Gunderman. “Common sense prevailed” in the 21st District, Asm. Bramnick said in a speech at the Italian American Club
in Westfield Tuesday night. Pictured at right is Senator Tom Kean.

Westfield Dems Take 3 of 4 Wards
On Council; BOE Retain Seats
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and
JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Democrats
picked up three of the four open seats
on town council Tuesday night, according to the unofficial results.
Democrats Jim Boyes for Ward 1,
Mark Parmelee for Ward 2, Scott
Katz for Ward 4 and Republican Mark
LoGrippo for Ward 3 will start the
four-year term starting January 1,
2020. This gives the Democrats an 71 advantage on the council and an 8-

Hartz Mtn. Sues Cranford
Over 750 Walnut Ruling
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc., LLC, has legally rejected the Cranford Planning Board’s
ruling to deny the rezoning of 750
Walnut Avenue by filing a lawsuit
against the Township of Cranford,
the Township Committee and the
Planning Board, said Mayor Patrick
Giblin at the October 29 township
committee meeting. The lawsuit rejects the planning board’s “validity to
deny the rezoning application for 750
Walnut,” stated Mayor Giblin.
“As a member of the planning board
and the township committee, I stand by
the decisions of both entities,” Mayor
Giblin said.
The planning board had rejected
the application to rezone the commercial-and industrial-zoned property
to residential, and the township committee upheld the board’s decision.
Hartz Mountain had proposed an
apartment complex with 905-apartments on a some 30-acre parcel of
land at 750 Walnut Avenue.
Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the mayor
announced that PSE&G has yet to determine a suitable route for the electric
system upgrade power lines from 26 to
69 kV, noting that a decision should be
rendered in several weeks. He said
PSE&G is in the final stages of conducting a technical analysis to determine the power lines route.
Cranford residents protested the
power lines running along Walnut
Avenue while opting for the lines to
run along the railroad tracks, stated
Mayor Giblin. The utility, he said, is
in discussion with Conrail (which
oversees the railroad tracks), and analyzing the project’s feasibility depending on Conrail’s current and future
operational needs.
Mayor Giblin said the upgrades
would replace a 50-year-old electrical

network.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor presented William Ilaria with the evening’s
“mayor announcement,” recognizing
Mr. Ilaria’s years of service to the Cranford Municipal Alliance. The Cranford
Municipal Alliance is a community organization providing families with educational resources aimed at preventing
teenage substance abuse.
Mr. Ilaria has served as the Cranford
Municipal Alliance chairman for more
than 10 years, stated Commissioner
O’Connor. Under his leadership, the
Municipal Alliance is one “of the most
respected” in Union County, she stated.
As MunicipalAlliance chairman, Mr.
Illaria implemented the “21 means 21”
initiative, with its signs having become
a “recognized staple in the community,” Commissioner O’Connor said.
Mr. Ilaria’s community network involved committee members, business
owners and numerous other community leaders, said Ms. O’Connor.
Mr. Ilaria has lived in Cranford for
more than 50 years, raising two children on Sylvester Street.
Department of Public Works (DPW)
Superintendent Steve Wardell has officially retired as per a final resolution
approval by the township committee.
Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said
Mr. Wardell has been a “behind-thescenes person who keeps the Township
of Cranford running.”
“You name it, our Department of
Public Works does it. Under Steve’s
leadership, they have done one heck of
a job,” Commissioner Hannen said.
Mr. Hannen said Mr. Wardell’s presence in Cranford will be “irreplaceable.” Mr. Wardell started working in
the Cranford Engineering Department
before being promoted to DPW superintendent.
Commissioner Ann Dooley said
Cranford’s DPW will remain “strong”

1 majority overall on the governing
body. Mr. LoGrippo was reelected to
a third term.
In a speech to the attendees of the
campaign event for the democratic
candidates at 16 Prospect, Mayor
Shelley Brindle, a Democrat, said she
“couldn’t have been prouder of the
campaign everybody ran, and it was
definitely a reflection of the campaign we ran two years ago.” She
continued, “I think what we did tonight was a bigger accomplishment
than what we did two years ago. It is
unfathomable that our town has
flipped blue. We didn’t get that because we didn’t just get Democrats to
vote for us. It’s really important to
remember: we did that because we
got Independents and Republicans to
vote for us, too.”
“We have a council, I think, with

really shared values about inclusiveness and getting stuff done and actually being proactive and I think it
really reflects the community that we
are,” the Mayor said.
That sentiment of having support
from all sides was the clinch in being
reelected, said Mr. LoGrippo at the
Republican campaign event headquarters at the Italian American Club
on Central Avenue in Westfield. Councilman LoGrippo thanked a multitude of people who worked on his
campaign, his family and the support
of residents who were liberals, conservatives and independents. “We
need everyone’s support going forward. I will be one voice on the council, so I’ll need everyone’s support,”
he told the crowd.
“What I am feeling right now is the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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A THIRD TERM...Republican Mark LoGrippo wins in a tight race against
Democrat Jennifer Gilman, in Ward 3, with unofficial results showing 1,141 to
1,059. The two-term councilman is pictured with former Westfield mayor Andy
Skibitsky.
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Bd. of Adjustment Begins
East Grove Application
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

SAILING PUMPKINS...These kids view floating pumpkins on Echo Lake during
Friday’s annual Union County Great Pumpkin Sail.

Miller-Prunty, O’Connor
Win Cranford Com. Seats
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democrat Kathleen
Miller-Prunty and incumbent Republican Mary O’Connor were elected Tuesday night in the race for seats on the
township committee. The results are
unofficial pending mail-in ballots, which
will be counted if postmarked November 7 and received within 48 hours of
the election.
With 29 of 30 districts reporting, Ms.
Miller-Prunty had 3,437 tallies, or 26.30
percent of the vote, followed by incumbent Mary O’Connor, 3,391 votes, 25.95
percent. They were followed by Democrat Brian Andrews, 3,304 tallies and
25.28 percent of the vote, who trailed in
third place by 87 votes, and Republican, Philip Siliato, with 2,935 votes and
22.46 percent of the total vote.
If the current numbers hold up, Ms.
Miller-Prunty will join Ms. O’Connor
on the committee with Democrats keeping their 4-1 advantage on the five-seat
committee. Democrat Ann Dooley
chose not to run for re-election.
“There are a couple of issues that I’ve
been working on for years,” said Ms.
Miller-Prunty after the initial vote totals were received. “One is improving
pedestrian safety and making the town
more walkable starting in the downtown area and filtering out from there.
The right kind of development, not the
big large development of residential
neighborhoods. I am totally opposed to
that and have been opposed to that for
a very long time. Growth and investment downtown.
“The other is one that I’ve been working on for years, which is improving
service on the Raritan Valley Line. That
has been a passion and I will continue
working on that. I have lived here for 40
years and I have to tell you that I made
a promise that if I won I would go back
out and knock on doors again just to
talk to people, not to ask for anything
but just to talk to people,” Ms. MillerPrunty said.
The razor thin margins means the
election could be decided by the mail-in
votes, which are estimated to be around
900. Depending on the results of those
vote counts, the top three positions could
change. Over 13,000 votes were cast in
the township committee election.
Making matters more uncertain was
the fact that Democratic and Republican headquarters each had different
vote tallies at the end of the evening.
Over at Killkenny House where the

Democrats gathered, tallies showed that
Miller-Prunty had earned 3,521 votes
compared to 3,490 for Ms. O’Connor
and 3386 for Andrews.
Over at The Garlic Rose, GOP campaign workers had Ms. O’Connor ahead
with Ms. Miller-Prunty a close second.
“I think during the entire campaign
we have focused on things that are
really important to Cranford residents,”
said Ms. O’Connor. “Keeping our infrastructure up to date, paving our roads,
keeping our flooding and road projects
on track. We need to find a way to
address the court-mandated, high-density housing throughout the suburban
towns. The numbers that are coming
out of Trenton just are not sustainable in
any local municipality as far as public
safety, infrastructure and education.
Those are the areas I really want to
concentrate on and I hope to continue
my work there.”
Also decided Tuesday was the race
for Cranford Board of Election where
six candidates vied for three positions
on the board. Brett Dreyer, 3,291 votes;
incumbents Nicole Sherrin Kessler,
2,718 tallies, and Patrick Lynch, 2,376
votes, were the top vote getters over
incumbent Brian McCarthy, 2,122
votes; Veronica Doyle, 2,106, votes,
and Brian Lopez, 1,273.

Hartz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

under new leadership. However, she
said Cranford might not ever find a
“better employee.”

Dems Sweep In Race
For Freeholder Seats
WESTFIELD – Union County incumbent Democrat Freeholders Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, 44,708
votes; Sergio Granados of Elizabeth,
43,884 votes, and Rebecca Williams
of Plainfield, 45,675 votes, were reelected Tuesday night over Republicans Peter Kane of Summit, 26,834
votes, and Glenn Gelband of Mountainside, 26,538 tallies.
Also, Surrogate James LaCorte of
Union, 45,544 votes, was re-elected
to another term over Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit, 24,973 votes.
County results are with 416 of 431
voting districts reporting.
Democrats will maintain a 9-0
majority they have held since 1998.

Lake Hauto – Nesquehoning, Pa
$224,900

Gorgeous colonial with wrap around porch located in Lake Hauto, a private, gated,
lakeside community in Nesquehoning, Pa. Built in 1995, this one-owner home
features a large living room with fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with all
new stainless steel appliances, four spacious bedrooms, three bathrooms, computer room and a bonus room. Recent updates to this well-insulated home include new HVAC and water heater. The home has view of the lake in fall/winter,
and is within walking distance to one of three lake beaches, each of which also
contains tennis and basketball courts, a picnic pavilion and boat docks. Motorboats, waverunners, ATVs, and golf carts are all permitted. Home is located two
hours from Union County, and ski resorts are located nearby. Join other Westfield
natives who now call Lake Hauto their second or retirement home.

Contact Bob at 908-451-3283 for further details

WESTFIELD – Applicant CGFR
LLC., operated and owned by Ralph
Rapuano, began presenting expert
testimony at the October 30 board of
adjustment special hearing on residential housing at the 214 East Grove
Street location. The applicant is proposing residential housing units on
the first and second floors, while
Westfield ordinance permits housing
on the third and fourth floors, stated
the applicant’s attorney, John Schmidt.
Mr. Rapuano has owned the property for the last 10 years, in which
time the property has been vacant,
stated Mr. Schmidt. Mr. Rapuano has
agreed to design the location’s interior towards whatever tenant would
have rented the location, Mr. Schmidt
said.
Mr. Schmidt said for 10 years the
applicant negotiated rental agreements for three-year durations. He
said various discussions were held
with potential tenants including chiropractors, plastic surgeons, Robert
Wood Johnson, Trinitas Regional
Medical Center and childhood education businesses.
He said the applicant believes the
commercial rental space is designed
to fit a commercial niche which is no
longer in immense demand. The consolidation of numerous medical
groups into central locations; for example, Summit Medical Group, has
impacted the demand for independent practitioners, Mr. Schmidt said.
The applicant is not claiming economic inutility, stated Mr. Schmidt.
However, the applicant wants to create a building which is marketable to
changing downtown consumer tastes.
Mr. Schmidt said the applicant is
not intending to discuss the project’s

investment returns. However, Mr.
Rapuano stated that the proposed
project would allow the location to be
marketable and avoid future investment losses or operating costs.
Westfield resident Robin Schaeffer
said the building has broken windows, an unrefined driveway, unkept
landscaping, and other exterior aesthetic setbacks. Ms. Schaeffer asked
the applicant’s attorney if the
building’s exterior “had an effect on
rentability.”
Mr. Schmidt responded that the
exterior did not have an impact on
soliciting potential renters because
the understanding in commercial real
estate is the space is built out pending
on the renter.
Board of Adjustment member Matthew Sontz had to excuse himself
from voting on the application as Mr.
Sontz had worked closely with Mr.
Rapuano’s hired expert witnesses. Mr.
Sontz said because of his working
relationship, both prior and forwardlooking with several expert witnesses,
he would not be able to ethically cast
a vote for or against the application.
The applicant “will choose” to
move forward with the hearing, although a decision would not be rendered until a replacement board member has had the chance to get “caught
up” on testimony before voting on the
application, stated Mr. Schmidt. Due
to voting member quorum standards,
the board said the applicant “will be
given the opportunity” to postpone
the hearing until all necessary voting
members are present, stated Board
Attorney Diane Dabulas.
Mr. Sontz was one of seven voting
members at the meeting. The applicant needs five of seven board members to approve the application for the
application to pass, stated Ms. Dabulas.

Westfield Planning Board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

At the public outreach events, topics discussed amongst residents and
town leadership included public
safety, historic preservation, community engagement, cultural centers, and
parks and recreation, stated Mayor
Brindle. Mr. Janota said not every
request has been addressed, as each
town is limited to funding and resource needs.
However, the feasibility of most
suggestions has been addressed or
discussed in the report, stated Mr.
Janota. An infographic picture could
be implemented in the final draft to
summarize what residents expressed
interest in discussing at the public
forums, stated Planning Board member Anastasia Harrison.
Mayor Brindle said the final draft
will be made public on the Westfield
town website.
In other business, the board approved an amendment to the Land
Use Ordinance requiring a digital copy
of applications to the planning board
and board of adjustment. The resolution is purposed with allowing the
board to utilize less paper, stated Town

Planner Donald Sammet. Mayor
Brindle said less paper will allow the
town to charge applicants less in fees
while reducing operating expenses
for the town, which would simultaneously increase the planning board’s
profits.
Mr. Newell said tablets allow for
data to be reviewed quickly while
effectively reducing the need to print.
Mr. Sammet said the purpose is for
the town to one day operate paperless,
or at least pertaining to the amount of
paper needed for each application.
The board also reviewed an ordinance that would allow projecting
signs to be displayed in front of
Westfield businesses. Mr. Sammet
said numerous business owners have
asked “for over a decade” that a current ordinance be overturned that does
allow such signs.
He said the projecting signs have
raised lettering, allowing for enhanced
distinction.
Mr. LaPlace congratulated Mr.
Sammet on leading the efforts to overturn an outdated ordinance, which was
not helping downtown business owners.

Westfield Election Night
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

energy in the room, a collaboration of
Westfield — Democrats, Independents and Republicans here,” Mr.
LoGrippo told the crowd.
“We represent everyone in
Westfield. The next four years I look
forward to working with everyone.
My dream is to have improved facilities for sports and (make the town)
affordable for everyone to stay in
Westfield and live in Westfield,” Mr.
LoGrippo told The Westfield Leader.
Mr. LoGrippo won in a tight race
against Democrat Jennifer Gilman,
with unofficial results showing 1,141
to 1,059.
“She had the toughest race,” Mayor
Brindle said regarding Ms. Gilman.
According to Sharon Stockwell, campaign supervisor, Ward 3 was the
hardest race because Mr. LoGrippo is
a sitting councilman and has the “name
recognition.” Mayor Brindle said she
was “still holding out hope for a lot of
vote by mails that are going to be
coming in.” Ms. Stockwell said
Democrats had double the number of
requests to vote by mail than the

Correction
An article in the October 31st edition of The Westfield Leader titled
“Vandalism and HIB are Focus of
Westfield BOE Meeting” on coverage of the board’s October 29th meeting incorrectly reported that board
member Tara Oporto asked if the
vandalism was a Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB). The question was asked by a parent.

Republicans and typically have a
higher percentage of returns.
Unofficial results show in Ward 1:
Mr. Boyes, 1,187, Mr. Benacchio 854;
in Ward 2, Mr. Parmelee, 1,226, Mr.
Bodmer, 765; in Ward 4, Mr. Katz
1,192, Mr. Stokes 871.
Rupa Motwani, chair of the
Westfield Democratic Committee
said, “We have an amazing ‘Westfield
Together’ team. We ran a positive
campaign.”
Jo Ann Neylan, chair of the
Westfield Republican committee and
a town councilwoman, said, “We are
not losers tonight. We do not leave
here discouraged. We leave here determined. We have the best candidates. We have the best ideas and the
best ideals. We have honesty and we
have integrity. We were against a prevailing political climate.”
When asked about what the council was most hoping to accomplish
moving forward, campaign manager
for the Democrats Ben Nanna said,
“We want to build on the progress
that we’ve seen in Westfield, that
residents have wanted for years.” He
also said they are planning on a “holistic” plan that they want to see “come
to fruition” for the future generations
of Westfield.
In the Westfield Board of Education race, incumbents Amy Root,
Michael Bielen, and J. Brendan
Galligan retained their seats. Robert
Garrison and Brian Morrissey were
uncontested to fill the unexpired term
seats. Mr. Garrison is for two years
and Mr. Morrisey is for one year.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

WELCOME TO WESTFIELD...A new mural at the underpass between South
Avenue and North Avenue at the Westfield traffic circle is up. The first of two
murals was completed by Artist Ricardo Roig, a local artist, gallery owner and
former Westfield High School art teacher. He was commisioned by the town to
design a pair of murals to be painted along the NJ Transit underpass that links the
North and South Avenue at the traffic circle.

Garwood DEMS Sweep;
Ryan, Kjetsaa, Barnes Win
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Three new members
were elected to the Garwood Board of
Education while the Garwood Democrats swept the Garwood Republicans
for the council seats on election night.
Elected to the school board were Timothy Ryan, former board member Mary
Ann Kjetsaa, and newcomer Adrienne
Barnes. Councilman Marc Lazarow
and Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock were re-elected while
Councilman Russell Graham, who
filled the seat previously held by Mayor
Sara Todisco, was officially elected.
Timothy Ryan, 487 votes, was the
board of education vote leader with
Ms. Kjetssa, 481, and Ms. Barnes,
465, receiving enough to pull ahead as
per Tuesday night’s calculations. Board
of Education incumbents received
Susan Groning, 401; Salvatore Piarulli,
397, and Tina M. Simitz 396, votes,
respectively. All vote totals are per the
Garwood Borough Clerk’s office are
unofficial as they do include any outstanding mail-in ballots, stated Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma.
“I’m just very happy to serve. To
serve, the students, parents, and staff,”
Ms. Kjetsaa said.
Councilwoman Blumenstock, 769
votes; led Democrats, receiving the
most votes followed by Councilman
Lazarow, 733, and Joseph Nicastro,
III, 485, and Victor Stevens, 476. In
the race for an unexpired term, Mr.
Graham received 724 votes to Mr.
Bellomo’s 503.
“When I ran (for council) two years
ago, I lost by six votes. With the
incredible team this year, the support.
I knew there was no way we would
fall short,” Councilman Graham said.
Resident Stephanie Bianco stated
she wanted to congratulate the
Garwood Democrats on their win.

“A job well done,” Ms. Bianco
said.
Mayor Sara Todisco said she was
“ecstatic about the election results.”
“Over the past year the entire council worked together as a team. We will
continue to do so,” Mayor Todisco
said.
Councilwoman Blumenstock said
Mayor Todisco and the council working together made “many strides” for
borough residents over the past three
years.
“I just want to keep that going. I
want to keep building on that community spirit,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.
Garwood resident and Democratic
committeewoman Laura Schilare said
Mr. Graham, Mr. Lazarow, and Ms.
Blumenstock have been great for the
Democratic Party’s leadership in
Garwood.

Mirabelli, Dierkes
Re-elected in Mtsd.
MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, a Republican,
received 1,338 votes, and was re-elected
over Independent Charles Coady
Brown, who garnered 497 votes, Tuesday night.
Incumbent Republican Councilman
Rene Dierkes won re-election with
1,252 votes. Councilwoman-elect
Donna Pacifico received 1,200 votes.
Democrat Scott Gomez received 1,152
votes in his second run for borough
council.
Ms. Pacifico will replace veteran Republican Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
who did not seek re-election.
Also, Mountainside Board of Education members James Ruban and Carmine Venes were unopposed in their reelection bids, receiving 1,316 and 1,211
votes, respectively.

Bramnick, Muñoz Re-elected
To Assembly, 21st District
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mirabella of Fanwood were on hand
at Democratic headquarters at the
Hilton Garden Inn on Route 22 in
Springfield.
“A Democratic win for the 21st
District would mean people are paying attention to issues that are important to the Democratic agenda. Senator Nick Scutari, (Union County
Democratic) chairman, has set the
tone that every race tonight is winnable,” Mr. Mirabella said.
Mandelblatt/Gunderman supporter
Robert Kendler said that a win would

cause a shake-up in the Assembly. “It
would solidify the Democratic voice
in the Assembly,” he said.
In the neighboring 22nd Legislative District, which includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield, incumbent Democrats, Assemblywoman Linda Carter of Plainfield
and Assemblyman James Kennedy of
Rahway, garnered 18,703 and 18,099
votes, respectively, and were reelected
over Pat Quattrocchi of Clark, a
former Garwood mayor and councilwoman, who received 9,665 votes.

Michael Bonaccorso for The Westfield Leader

DEMS SWEEP GARWOOD RACE...Garwood Democrats sweep the Garwood
Republicans for the council seats on election night Tuesday. Councilman Marc
Lazarow, pictured left, and Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock, third from left,
were re-elected while Councilman Russell Graham, second from left, who filled
Mayor Sara Todisco’s, pictured right, vacant seat was officially elected.
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Fanwood Dems Sweep In Borough
Elections, Mayor Wins Fifth Term
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — By about a 2-to-1
vote, Fanwood Democrats swept
municipal elections Tuesday. Democrats will hold all six council positions, as well as the mayor’s seat, at
the start of the new year.
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
won her seventh consecutive term,
making her the longest-serving member of the current governing body.
Over the course of her previous six
terms she has spent 18 years on the
council dais.
Mayor Colleen Mahr was right behind Ms. Mitchell, winning a fifth
term as mayor. The mayor, who was

unopposed in this election, has served
the borough thus far for 16 years.
Councilman Jeff Bankswas re
elected to an unexpired term on the
borough’s governing body, while
newly-elected Francine Glaser will
start her first term in January of 2020.
Preliminary results for Fanwood
read as follows: Mayor Mahr received
1,279 votes; Councilwoman Mitchell
garnered 1,113 votes; Councilman
Banks attained 1,181 votes, and Councilwoman-elect Glaser received 1,033
votes. Their Republican opponents,
Jay Morris and Brian Walker, garnered 587 and 522 votes, respectively.
“I want to thank the borough for

Kim Broadwell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD DEMS...Fanwood Democrats sweep municipal elections Tuesday.
Democrats will hold all six council positions, as well as the mayor’s seat, at the start
of the new year. Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, pictured second from left,
won her seventh consecutive term, making her the longest-serving member of the
current governing body. Francine Glaser, pictured left, was elected to fill the seat
left vacant by Tom Kranz. Mayor Colleen Mahr, at right, wins a fifth term as
mayor. They are pictured with former councilman Kevin Boris.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Veterans Day Programs
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the start of
Monday’s governing body meeting,
members of the Fanwood Council
discussed Veterans Day activities to
honor to honor borough veterans.
It was announced that a week-long
series of events is being held to salute
local veterans. Dubbed “Warrior
Week,” the tribute began November
4.
The Fanwood Memorial Library
held a special event that same evening
for residents to hear readings, learn
about and have discussions on local
veterans and their contributions.
The Railside Café will host a program entitled “Recognizing Women
Veterans” tonight, Thursday, November 7, at 7 p.m. Area residents are
invited to join Mayor Colleen Mahr
to celebrate the long history of women
in the military.
This Saturday, November 9, at 7
a.m., the borough will host a militarystyle cadence run. The event will start
30 minutes prior to the race with

stretching. Participants need to preregister. The cost is $25, and it was
reported that participants will receive
a Warrior Week T-shirt.
Additionally this Saturday, the
Warrior Week series will host a “Paint
and Sip” event at Forest Road Park.
The scene to be painted was reported
as one depicting a military and first
responder scene. It was noted that
participants needed to contact Borough Hall to register.
In other business, it was reported
that members of the Fanwood business community had expressed an
interest in promoting the fact that
Fanwood recently won New Jersey
Monthly magazine’s Best Small Town
in New Jersey contest.
Liz Jeffery, Fanwood’s redevelopment consultant, noted that members
of the local business community recently met and expressed interest in
having letterhead, seals and stickers
made, having street banners designed
and streetlight banners mounted.
Business owners also mentioned
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GUESS WHO WE ARE...Fanwood residents of all ages dress in their most
creative costumes for Fanwood’s Halloween Parade and Costume Contest last
Thursday.

electing me for another term. I am
truly humbled by your continued confidence in me,” Councilwoman
Mitchell told supporters after the results were announced.
“I continue to do what I do for the
borough because I love Fanwood,”
she added.
Mayor Mahr echoed the
councilwoman’s sentiments, stating,
“our team worked so hard for the last
eight months and we prevailed.”
The mayor stated that she also loved
the Borough of Fanwood. She said
that she was very proud of the borough being newly named as the “best
small town in New Jersey” by the
readers of New Jersey Monthly magazine.
Councilwoman-elect Glaser stated
that she was thankful for the opportunity to serve the borough. “I want to
thank everyone who contributed to
our campaign and I can’t wait to start
my term and serve my constituents,”
she said.
Mayor Mahr said that Councilman
Banks was not present at the postelection gathering at Sheelen’s Crossing because he was out of town on a
business trip.
She also noted that Council President Thomas Kranz did not seek another term on the council. He has
served Fanwood as a member of the
council for the last six years. He was
thanked for his service. Councilwoman-elect Glaser will succeed him.
All three council members and
Mayor Mahr will be sworn in during
the governing body’s reorganization
meeting to be held on Wednesday,
January 1, 2020.
In the race for three open seats on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, incumbents Amy Winkler
of Fanwood and Stephanie Suriani
and Nancy Norris-Bauer of Scotch
Plains were uncontested in their bids
for new terms.

Paul Lachenaeur for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BRAMNICK, MUNOZ WIN...Twenty-first Legislative District Republicans Jon Bramnick and Nancy Muñoz, left, were
narrowly re-elected to the State Assembly in Tuesday’s election, winning over Democrats Lisa Mandelblatt and Stacey
Gunderman. “Common sense prevailed” in the 21st District, Asm. Bramnick said in a speech at the Italian American Club
in Westfield Tuesday night. Pictured at right is State Senate Republican Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr.

Bramnick, Muñoz Eke Out
Re-election Victories In Assembly
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Twenty-first Legislative
District Republicans Jon Bramnick
and Nancy Muñoz were narrowly reelected to the State Assembly in
Tuesday’s election.
Unofficial results showed Mr.
Bramnick, of Westfield, the
Assembly’s top Republican, winning
18,600 votes, or 25.3 percent of the
total, and Mrs. Muñoz, of Summit,
gaining 18,102 votes, or 24.6 percent. Close behind were Democrats

Panel Looking At Ways to
Boost Halloween Event
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The recreation commission on Monday night
talked about how to further boost
participation in the annual Trunk-orTreat Halloween event in the downtown.
More than 1,900 people — adults
and children — took part in this
year’s event on October 26, according to Recreation Director DJ
Salvante, and candy was distributed
from seven privately-owned vehicles
and several township vehicles. Commission Chairman Mike Walsh said
he thought the line of attendees,
which stretched along Park Avenue
from Front Street to East Second
Street and back again, “flowed very
well” and that the event “ran very
smoothly.” Commission member
Colleen Gialanella agreed, saying
the Saturday afternoon event was
“exceptionally well done.”
Commissioner Deanna Dell Bene
asked if the seven private vehicles
that took part was a low number and
Mr. Salvante said yes. He said it is a
challenge to get residents and private businesses involved, especially
since planning for the late October
event begins in the summer when
many people are not yet thinking
about Halloween or are anticipating
a busy weekend schedule in the fall
with student sports leagues and other
activities.
Ms. Dell Bene suggested contacting businesses that take part in Scotch
Plains Day in early October to see if
they are interested in participating.
Mrs. Gialanella suggested coordinating with other nearby towns hosting
their own trunk-or-treats to avoid
possible scheduling conflicts, if possible, and said local volunteers should
be utilized to assist with planning and

to help out on the day of the event.
In other business, the commission
is assembling a subcommittee to assist consulting firm Brandstetter
Carroll in working on a comprehensive plan to, as Mr. Salvante told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “coordinate both community input and
recreation planning standards in developing a plan that will address
short- and long-term needs in our
parks and recreation department.”
He said the goal is to develop a plan
that the commission “can work off of
to address the recreation needs of
our community.” He said the public
and groups involved in various sports
leagues will be invited to take part in
surveys on their use of recreation
programs and facilities and also be
invited to attend public meetings as
the plan is formulated.
In other business, commission
member Tom Donatelli said he has
noticed that employees of a landscaping company on Plainfield Avenue are parking their personal vehicles in the parking lot at Memorial
Field and asked if there are township
ordinances to prevent that. Mr. Walsh
said the commission is considering
adding a second public comment
section to its meeting agenda. And
Mr. Salvante said the annual holiday
tree lighting will be held on Sunday,
December 8.

Correction

Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield, who
received 17,883 votes, or 24.3 percent, and Stacey Gunderman of New
Providence, who won 17,482 votes,
or 23.8 percent. A ticket of Independent conservatives led by former
Scotch Plains mayor Martin Marks
and Harris Pappas received less than
1,400 votes in total.
The race for the two Assembly
seats was a closely-watched one this
fall, with Mr. Bramnick, a 16-year
veteran of the lower chamber, seeking to avoid becoming the first state
legislative leader since 1993 to lose
at the ballot box. The 21st District
includes parts of Morris, Somerset
and Union Counties and has been
trending increasingly Democratic in
recent years. Two years ago, Mr.
Bramnick and Mrs. Muñoz also won

narrow re-election victories.
The victorious candidates, accompanied by State Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield, spoke to a few dozen
happy — and relieved — supporters
shortly after 10 p.m. at the ItalianAmerican Club in Westfield. Pronouncing himself “very pleased” by
his re-election, Mr. Bramnick, who
has been the GOP leader since 2012,
said that “common sense prevailed”
in the 21st District. “We were challenged by the left and the right,” he
said, alluding to the election fight
against the Democratic and Conservative tickets. “A moderate Republican actually won.”
He struck a conciliatory tone in his
remarks, avoiding both President
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

An article in the October 31st edition of The Times titled “Vandalism
and HIB are Focus of Westfield BOE
Meeting” on coverage of the board’s
October 29th meeting incorrectly
reported that board member Tara
Oporto asked if the vandalism was a
Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB). The question was asked
by a parent.

CAN I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION?...Creativity was on display for Fanwood’s
Halloween Parade and Costume Contest last Thursday.
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Miller-Prunty, O’Connor
Win Cranford Com. Seats
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Michael Bonaccorso for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DEMS SWEEP GARWOOD RACE...Garwood Democrats sweep the Garwood
Republicans for the council seats on election night Tuesday. Councilman Marc
Lazarow, pictured left, and Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock, third from left,
were re-elected while Councilman Russell Graham, second from left, who filled
the vacant seat of Mayor Sara Todisco, pictured right, was officially elected.

Garwood DEMS Sweep;
Ryan, Kjetsaa, Barnes Win
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Three new members were elected to the Garwood
Board of Education, while the
Garwood Democrats swept the
Garwood Republicans for the council seats on election night. Elected to
the school board were Timothy Ryan,
former board member Mary Ann
Kjetsaa, and newcomer Adrienne
Barnes. Councilman Marc Lazarow
and Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock were re-elected, while
Councilman Russell Graham, who
filled the seat previously held by
Mayor Sara Todisco, was officially
elected.
Timothy Ryan, 487 votes, was the
board of education vote leader with
Ms. Kjetssa, 481, and Ms. Barnes,
465, receiving enough to pull ahead
as per Tuesday night’s calculations.
Board of Education incumbents received Susan Groning, 401; Salvatore
Piarulli, 397, and Tina M. Simitz 396,
votes, respectively. All vote totals are
per the Garwood Borough Clerk’s
office are unofficial as they do include any outstanding mail-in ballots, stated Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma.
“I’m just very happy to serve. To
serve, the students, parents, and staff,”
Ms. Kjetsaa said.
Councilwoman Blumenstock, 769
votes; led Democrats, receiving the
most votes followed by Councilman
Lazarow, 733, and Joseph Nicastro,
III, 485, and Victor Stevens, 476. In
the race for an unexpired term, Mr.
Graham received 724 votes to Mr.
Bellomo’s 503.
“When I ran (for council) two years
ago, I lost by six votes. With the
incredible team this year, the support.
I knew there was no way we would
fall short,” Councilman Graham said.
Resident Stephanie Bianco stated
she wanted to congratulate the
Garwood Democrats on their win.
“A job well done,” Ms. Bianco
said.
Mayor Sara Todisco said she was

“ecstatic about the election results.”
“Over the past year the entire council worked together as a team. We will
continue to do so,” Mayor Todisco
said.
Councilwoman Blumenstock said
Mayor Todisco and the council working together made “many strides” for
borough residents over the past three
years.
“I just want to keep that going. I
want to keep building on that community spirit,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.
Garwood resident and Democratic
committeewoman Laura Schilare said
Mr. Graham, Mr. Lazarow, and Ms.
Blumenstock have been great for the
Democratic Party’s leadership in
Garwood.

Mirabelli, Dierkes
Re-elected in Mtsd.
MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, a Republican,
received 1,338 votes, and was re-elected
over Independent Charles Coady
Brown, who garnered 497 votes, Tuesday night.
Incumbent Republican Councilman
Rene Dierkes won re-election with
1,252 votes. Councilwoman-elect
Donna Pacifico received 1,200 votes.
Democrat Scott Gomez received 1,152
votes in his second run for borough
council.
Ms. Pacifico will replace veteran Republican Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
who did not seek re-election.
Also, Mountainside Board of Education members James Ruban and Carmine Venes were unopposed in their reelection bids, receiving 1,316 and 1,211
votes, respectively.
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Lake Hauto – Nesquehoning, Pa
$224,900

CRANFORD — Democrat
Kathleen Miller-Prunty and incumbent Republican Mary O’Connor
were elected Tuesday night in the
race for seats on the township committee. The results are unofficial pending mail-in ballots which will be
counted if postmarked November 7
and received within 48 hours of the
election.
With 29 of 30 districts reporting,
Ms. Miller-Prunty had 3,437 tallies,
or 26.30 percent of the vote, followed by incumbent Mary O’Connor,
3,391 votes, 25.95 percent. They
were followed by Democrat Brian
Andrews, 3,304 tallies and 25.28
percent of the vote, who trailed in
third place by 87 votes, and Republican, Philip Siliato, with 2,935 votes
and 22.46 percent of the total vote.
If the current numbers hold up,
Ms. Miller-Prunty will join Ms.
O’Connor on the committee with
Democrats keeping their 4-1 advantage on the five-seat committee.
Democrat Ann Dooley chose not to
run for re-election.
“There are a couple of issues that
I’ve been working on for years,”
said Ms. Miller-Prunty after the initial vote totals were received. “One
is improving pedestrian safety and
making the town more walkable
starting in the downtown area and
filtering out from there. The right
kind of development, not the big
large development of residential
neighborhoods. I am totally opposed
to that and have been opposed to
that for a very long time. Growth
and investment downtown.
“The other is one that I’ve been
working on for years which is improving service on the Raritan Valley Line. That has been a passion
and I will continue working on that.
I have lived here for 40 years and I
have to tell you that I made a promise that if I won I would go back out
and knock on doors again just to

Hartz Mtn. Sues Cranford
Over 750 Walnut Ruling
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc., LLC, has legally rejected the Cranford Planning Board’s
ruling to deny the rezoning of 750
Walnut Avenue by filing a lawsuit
against the Township of Cranford,
the Township Committee and the
Planning Board, stated Mayor Patrick
Giblin at the October 29 township
committee meeting. The lawsuit rejects the planning board’s “validity to
deny the rezoning application for 750
Walnut,” stated Mayor Giblin.
“As a member of the planning board
and the township committee, I stand
by the decisions of both entities,”
Mayor Giblin said.
The planning board had rejected
the application to rezone the commercial-and industrial-zoned property
to residential, and the township committee upheld the board’s decision.
Hartz Mountain had proposed an
apartment complex with 905-apartments on a some 30-acre parcel of
land at 750 Walnut Avenue.
Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the
mayor announced that PSE&G has
yet to determine a suitable route for
the electric system upgrade power
lines from 26 to 69 kV, noting that a
decision should be rendered in several weeks. He said PSE&G is in the
final stages of conducting a technical
analysis to determine the power lines
route.
Cranford residents protested the
power lines running along Walnut
Avenue while opting for the lines to

FW Council
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Gorgeous colonial with wrap around porch located in Lake Hauto, a private, gated,
lakeside community in Nesquehoning, Pa. Built in 1995, this one-owner home
features a large living room with fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with all
new stainless steel appliances, four spacious bedrooms, three bathrooms, computer room and a bonus room. Recent updates to this well-insulated home include new HVAC and water heater. The home has view of the lake in fall/winter,
and is within walking distance to one of three lake beaches, each of which also
contains tennis and basketball courts, a picnic pavilion and boat docks. Motorboats, waverunners, ATVs, and golf carts are all permitted. Home is located two
hours from Union County, and ski resorts are located nearby. Join other Westfield
natives who now call Lake Hauto their second or retirement home.

Contact Bob at 908-451-3283 for further details

talk to people, not to ask for anything but just to talk to people,” Ms.
Miller-Prunty said.
The razor thin margins means the
election could be decided by the
mail-in votes which are estimated
to be around 900. Depending on the
results of those vote counts, the top
three positions could change. Over
13,000 votes were cast in the township committee election.
Making matters more uncertain
was the fact that Democratic and
Republican headquarters each had
different vote tallies at the end of
the evening. Over at Killkenny
House where the Democrats gathered, tallies showed that MillerPrunty had earned 3,521 votes compared to 3,490 for Ms. O’Connor
and 3386 for Andrews.
Over at The Garlic Rose, GOP
campaign workers had Ms.
O’Connor ahead with Ms. MillerPrunty a close second.
“I think during the entire campaign we have focused on things
that are really important to Cranford residents,” said Ms. O’Connor.
“Keeping our infrastructure up to
date, paving our roads, keeping our
flooding and road projects on track.
We need to find a way to address the
court-mandated, high-density housing throughout the suburban towns.
The numbers that are coming out of
Trenton just are not sustainable in
any local municipality as far as public safety, infrastructure and education. Those are the areas I really
want to concentrate on and I hope to
continue my work there.”
Also decided Tuesday was the
race for Cranford Board of Election
where six candidates vied for three
positions on the board. Brett Dreyer,
3,291 votes; incumbents Nicole
Sherrin Kessler, 2,718 tallies, and
Patrick Lynch, 2,376 votes, were
the top vote getters over incumbent
Brian McCarthy, 2,122 votes;
Veronica Doyle, 2,106, votes, and
Brian Lopez, 1,273.

having poster-type signs made for the
train station and other signage to be
placed at Borough Hall.
Finally, Ms. Jeffery and Mayor
Mahr reminded council members that
Small Business Saturday will take
place November 30, the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and encouraged all
who live in the borough and surrounding communities to shop and
support Fanwood’s small businesses.
All borough council members were
especially encouraged to support Fanwood businesses.
The next Fanwood Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 18, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

run along the railroad tracks, stated
Mayor Giblin. The utility, he said, is
in discussion with Conrail (which
oversees the railroad tracks), and analyzing the project’s feasibility depending on Conrail’s current and future
operational needs.
Mayor Giblin said the upgrades
would replace a 50-year-old electrical network.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
presented William Ilaria with the
evening’s “mayor announcement,”
recognizing Mr. Ilaria’s years of service to the Cranford Municipal Alliance. The Cranford Municipal Alliance is a community organization
providing families with educational
resources aimed at preventing teenage substance abuse.
Mr. Ilaria has served as the Cranford
Municipal Alliance chairman for more
than 10 years, stated Commissioner
O’Connor. Under his leadership, the
Municipal Alliance is one “of the
most respected” in Union County,
she stated.
As Municipal Alliance chairman,
Mr. Illaria implemented the “21 means
21” initiative, with its signs having
become a “recognized staple in the
community,”
Commissioner
O’Connor said. Mr. Ilaria’s community network involved committee
members, business owners and numerous other community leaders,
stated Commissioner O’Connor.
Mr. Ilaria has lived in Cranford for
more than 50 years, raising two children on Sylvester Street.
Department of Public Works
(DPW) Superintendent Steve Wardell
has officially retired as per a final
resolution approval by the township
committee. Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said Mr. Wardell has been
a “behind-the-scenes person who
keeps the Township of Cranford running.”
“You name it, our Department of
Public Works does it. Under Steve’s
leadership, they have done one heck
of a job,” Commissioner Hannen
said.
Commissioner Hannen said Mr.
Wardell’s presence in Cranford will
be “irreplaceable.” Mr. Wardell
started working in the Cranford Engineering Department before being
promoted
to
DPW
superintendent.missioner Ann
Dooley said Cranford’s DPW will
remain “strong” under new leadership. However, she said Cranford
might not ever find a “better employee.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SAILING PUMPKINS...These kids view floating pumpkins on Echo Lake during
Friday’s annual Union County Great Pumpkin Sail.

Planning Bd. Discusses
Reexamination Report
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – HZM Associates
representative Jeff Janota presented
the planning board with a preliminary
master plan reexamination report at
Monday night’s board meeting. Mr.
Janota said the final master plan reexamination draft will be made available to interested residents on Monday, December 2. The final draft will
include a vision statement followed
by a snapshot of each section within
the report.
“We want as many residents to read
this as possible,” Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.
Mayor Brindle said the report’s
vision statement should be
“aspirational.” Mr. Janota said the
vision statement could describe the
report’s purpose and goals that
Westfield strives to maintain and become through the master plan’s directives.
Planning Board member Ann
Freedman said the most commonly
discussed topics should be summarized and detailed towards the front
of the document. She said resident
focus has frequently been on transitrelated issues and proposed or possible future housing developments.
Board member Michael LaPlace
said that although density specific
numbers could not be forecasted, it
could be touched upon in the master
plan how Westfield’s downtown can
evolve as a thriving transit village as
the town addresses Council on Affordable Housing obligations.
Board Chairman Robert Newell
said the master plan report should
include an effective summary describing what residents asked for, the town
they want to live in, the culture which
should be fostered, and the aesthetics
protecting those virtues. An executive summary on each topic section
reviewed by HZM Associates will
allow residents to remain efficiently
and effectively informed, stated Ms.
Freedman.
Throughout the last year, Mayor
Brindle said, she and the town council have hosted public forums to engage residents to give ideas and suggestions on what can be improved in
many facets of Westfield.

At the public outreach events, topics discussed amongst residents and
town leadership included public
safety, historic preservation, community engagement, cultural centers, and
parks and recreation, stated Mayor
Brindle. Mr. Janota said not every
request has been addressed, as each
town is limited to funding and resource needs.
However, the feasibility of most
suggestions has been addressed or
discussed in the report, stated Mr.
Janota. An infographic picture could
be implemented in the final draft to
summarize what residents expressed
interest in discussing at the public
forums, stated Planning Board member Anastasia Harrison.
Mayor Brindle said the final draft
will be made public on the Westfield
town website.
In other business, the board approved an amendment to the Land
Use Ordinance requiring a digital copy
of applications to the planning board
and board of adjustment. The resolution is purposed with allowing the
board to utilize less paper, stated Town
Planner Donald Sammet. Mayor
Brindle said less paper will allow the
town to charge applicants less in fees
while reducing operating expenses
for the town, which would simultaneously increase the planning board’s
profits.
Mr. Newell said tablets allow for
data to be reviewed quickly while
effectively reducing the need to print.
Mr. Sammet said the purpose is for
the town to one day operate paperless,
or at least pertaining to the amount of
paper needed for each application.
The board also reviewed an ordinance that would allow projecting
signs to be displayed in front of
Westfield businesses. Mr. Sammet
said numerous business owners have
asked “for over a decade” that a current ordinance be overturned that does
allow such signs.
He said the projecting signs have
raised lettering, allowing for enhanced
distinction.
Mr. LaPlace congratulated Mr.
Sammet on leading the efforts to overturn an outdated ordinance, which
was not helping downtown business
owners.

Assembly Race
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Donald Trump and Governor Phil
Murphy, and instead stressing the
need for civility and bipartisanship
in political life. “You can be bipartisan,” he said. “You can be sensible,
you can be fiscally conservative.”
He said it was important to “treat
people with respect.” He called for
efforts to “bring this state together.
Let’s respect each other.”
Mrs. Muñoz, who has been in the
Assembly since 2009, said she was
“extraordinarily proud to be part of
the Kean-Bramnick team” and proclaimed that “we represent the people
of New Jersey.” She finished by saying, “Let’s get New Jersey back to the
state we can be proud of.”
Mr. Kean spoke briefly and said
that “common sense conservatives
won” on Tuesday.
Both
Congressman
Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset) and
Union County Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella of Fanwood were on hand
at Democratic headquarters at the
Hilton Garden Inn on Route 22 in
Springfield.
“A Democratic win for the 21st
District would mean people are paying attention to issues that are important to the Democratic agenda. Senator Nick Scutari, (Union County
Democratic) chairman, has set the
tone that every race tonight is winnable,” Mr. Mirabella said.
Mandelblatt/Gunderman supporter

Robert Kendler said that a win would
cause a shake-up in the Assembly. “It
would solidify the Democratic voice
in the Assembly,” he said.
In the neighboring 22nd Legislative District, which includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield, incumbent Democrats, Assemblywoman Linda Carter of Plainfield
and Assemblyman James Kennedy of
Rahway, garnered 18,703 and 18,099
votes, respectively, and were reelected
over Pat Quattrocchi of Clark, a
former Garwood mayor and councilwoman, who received 9,665 votes.

Dems Sweep In Race
For Freeholder Seats
WESTFIELD – Union County incumbent Democrat Freeholders Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, 44,708
votes; Sergio Granados of Elizabeth,
43,884 votes, and Rebecca Williams
of Plainfield, 45,675 votes, were reelected Tuesday night over Republicans Peter Kane of Summit, 26,834
votes, and Glenn Gelband of Mountainside, 26,538 tallies.
Also, Surrogate James LaCorte of
Union, 45,544 votes, was re-elected
to another term over Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit, 24,973 votes.
County results are with 416 of 431
voting districts reporting.
Democrats will maintain a 9-0
majority they have held since 1998.
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Steering Com. Formed for
Westfield’s 300th Anniversary

Union County Looking for
Environmental Stewards
COUNTY — Union County residents who are interested in improving
environmental health in their communities are encouraged to join the
Rutgers Environmental Stewards of
Union County. The Environmental
Stewards program helps residents
learn to take specific steps leading to
effective action.
“The Environmental Stewards program empowers residents who are
passionate about making a difference.
It equips residents with an understanding of the issues that impact our
area, enabling them to work effectively for environmental progress in
their communities,” Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski said.
The Environmental Stewards of
Union County is an all-volunteer program of the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union County. The Extension also runs the popular Master
Gardeners and Master Tree Steward’s
programs for adults and 4-H clubs for
youth in Union County.
The Environmental Stewards program is designed to help non-scientists learn more about the science
behind the environmental issues impacting their communities.
The Environmental Stewards will
hold weekly classroom training sessions on Thursdays from 4 p.m. until
7 p.m. beginning January 30 through
early June. Classes are held at the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County office located at 300
North Ave. East in Westfield.
The training sessions include
weekly classes on environmental issues including habitat conservation
in public parks, pollinator preservation, climate change and its impacts
on the Union County region, soil
health, protection of the Rahway River
watershed, solid waste and recycling
issues, and environmentally-sound
practices for yards and gardens.

Field trips are a part of an interactive experience. Previous trainees
have visited the Union County’s
Warinanco Park to learn about invasive plant species and pond restoration, the Hawk Rise sanctuary in Linden to learn about wetland restoration, and to the Pinelands in southern
New Jersey to learn about threatened
and endangered species.
The training will also include sessions on making environmental policy
at the local level, including guidance
on reading master plans and site plans
for new developments.
As part of the Environmental Steward training, participants will spend
the summer working on internship
projects of their choice.
In addition to experts from Rutgers
University, instructors are drawn from
the Association of Environmental
Commissions and the nonprofit organization Sustainable New Jersey.
Experts from the Union County Department of Parks and Recreation and
the Bureau of Planning and Recycling were also part of the instructional team.
The Freeholder Board provides
administrative support and office
space in Westfield, land for the Demonstration Garden in the Watchung
Reservation in Mountainside, and
funding for special projects among
other support for the Extension.
For more information about the
Rutgers Environmental Stewards program,
visit
envirostewards.rutgers.edu or contact
Michele Bakacs, county agent and
associate professor for the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union
County at bakacs@njaes.rutgers.edu
or (732) 398-5274.
Quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and activities are available at The Green Connection, ucnj.org/green-connect.

Kean Calls for Office of
Labor Law Enforcement
TRENTON — State Senate Republican Minority Leader Tom Kean
(R-21st, Westfield) and Senators
Steven Oroho (R-24th, Sparta) and
Joe Pennacchio (R-26th, Montville)
have called for the swift passage of
legislation they are sponsoring that
would protect workers, businesses,
and taxpayers from the wide-ranging
impacts of illegal labor practices.
The legislation, S-3954, would establish the Office of Labor Law Enforcement to oversee, evaluate, and
coordinate enforcement activities of
the department regarding violations
of the provisions of labor laws. The
new office would be created within
the New Jersey Department of Labor
and Workforce Development.
“The use of illegal labor might cut
costs for the employer, but it raises
costs for everyone else,” Sen. Kean
said. “Off-the-books employees are
often underpaid, uninsured, and untaxed. When they get hurt on the job,
they end up in emergency rooms and
taxpayers end up with the tab. It’s
hard for honest firms that follow the
rules to compete for work when
they’re paying the full wages, taxes,
and insurance that their shady competitors often dodge. We need better
state enforcement of our labor laws to
hold the bad actors accountable.”
The Office of Labor Law Enforcement would enforce provisions re-

garding wages and other terms and
conditions of employment, and provisions regarding the financing and
provision of benefits or insurance for
workers, the keeping and disclosure
of records, and provisions prohibiting false or misleading statements,
representations, submissions, or the
misclassification of employees, made
by employers, employees, or other
persons to wrongfully obtain or
wrongfully deny or delay the full payment of wages and benefits, or pay
less than the premiums, contributions,
or taxes which are required by the
provisions of state labor laws.

KEEP CLOSE TO NATURE'S HEART...Garwood Green Team volunteers plant
shrubs at Unamni Park as part of Union County’s Adopt-A-Park Program.

Green Team Completes
Adopt-A-Park Project
GARWOOD — On September 28,
the Garwood Green Team competed
its first project since it joined the
Union County “Adopt A Park” program. Led by Union County Environmental Specialist Betty Ann Kelly,
who explained the proper way to plant
plants, and with tools and shrubs provided by Union County, the group
used picks and shovels to dig through
what seemed like asphalt to create an
entrance planting at East Street.
While designed by the Olmstead
Brothers Landscape Architecture
firm as part of the Union County
Park system, the park’s side entrance at East Street by Hickory
Avenue lacks a true entrance planting. It is an entrance with no less
than a dozen signs - municipal and
county - and metal and utility pole
bollards. The Green Team focused
on East Street as it is the main entrance into Unami Park from
Garwood. It is hoped that this will
be the first of many park improvements the team looks forward to
creating.
In accordance with Union County’s
goal of planting native plants in its
parks, the group planted 14 native
plants including ferns, Highbush
Blueberries, and Ninebark; plants that
are not only New Jersey natives, but

also plants that should be able to take
the tough conditions in the ground in
which it was planted. Even though
Union County personnel tilled the
sod away, each hole required group
members to take turns picking the
ground and cleaning out the rocks
and dry soil. Properly backfilled and
mulched, the Garwood Volunteer Fire
Department assisted by watering each
and every plant three times, letting
the water soak into the holes and
quench the thirsty plant roots. The
department advised that it was the
first time they had assisted the community by watering a new planting.
The Garwood Green Team undertakes various beautification projects
in Garwood, is collecting plastic bags
through the TREX program to get a
new bench for Garwood, and is promoting sustainable purchasing practices throughout the borough. All
Garwood residents are welcome to
join the Green Team (and purchase a
team t-shirt) by contacting Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock at
jblumenstock@garwood.org, or by
calling Garwood Borough Hall at
(908) 789-0710.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

This is your new home
we are talking about

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

WESTFIELD — As part of its
planning process for Westfield’s
upcoming 300th anniversary in
2020, the Westfield 300 Steering
Committee was recently formed by
Mayor Shelley Brindle to produce
an overall strategy and initial plans
for the town’s year-long commemoration. In addition to Mayor
Brindle, the Steering Committee is
comprised of the following
Westfield residents:
• Barbara Burton (co-chair), Member, Westfield Historical Society and
Daughters of the American Revolution; board member, Westfield Adult
School
• Robert Wendel (co-chair), town
historian; Member, Westfield Historical Society and Historic Preservation
Commission; board member, MillerCory House Museum
• Sal Caruana (chair, finance and
fundraising), former town councilman
• Lisa Alonge, resident volunteer
• Stuart Arnold, former chair, Imagine
• Donnell Carr, former town councilman; member, MLK Association
and Westfield Community Center
• Kim Forde, public information
officer, Town of Westfield
• Jim Gildea, administrator, Town
of Westfield
• Robert Gorelick, board chairman,
Westfield Foundation
• Frank Isoldi, realtor; board member, Westfield Foundation
• Dawn Mackey, Fourth Ward councilwoman and council Liaison to the
Downtown Westfield Corp.
• Ginny Malley, board member,
Westfield United Fund
• Peggy Oster, president, Board of
Education
• Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded,
Union County Freeholder
• Darielle Walsh, president, Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce; past president, Westfield Optimist Club and Westfield Area Y
Board

James McGlew II, a partner with Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper,
P.C., was honored by the New Jersey State Bar Association at the NJ Commission
on Professionalism in the Law annual awards luncheon as the Union County Bar
Association’s Professional Lawyer of the Year on Oct. 23, 2019 at Pines Manor in
Edison, NJ. Pictured l to r: Chief Judge Freda L. Wolfson of the United States
District Court for the District of New Jersey, Lindabury's James McGlew II, and
NJSBA Chair Karol Corbin Walker.

Lindabury’s James McGlew II Honored
as Professional Lawyer of the Year
- Firm Partner Recognized by the
NJ State & Union County Bar Associations WESTFIELD — James McGlew
II, a partner with Lindabury,
McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper,
P.C., was honored by the New Jersey
State Bar Association (NJSBA) at
the
NJ
Commission
on
Professionalism in the Law annual
awards luncheon as the Union County
Bar Association’s Professional
Lawyer of the Year on Wednesday,
Oct. 23, 2019, at Pines Manor in
Edison, NJ.
The Professional Lawyer of the
Year Awards, now in its 23rd year,
are presented in cooperation with
county bar associations throughout
the state of New Jersey to lawyers
who are respected by their colleagues
for character, competence, and
exemplary professional behavior. The

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation
James McGlewˏII, Esq.
908.233.6800

Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

New Jersey Commission on
Professionalism in the Law is a unique
cooperative venture of the NJSBA,
the state and federal judiciaries, and
New Jersey's three law schools.
“James McGlew is well-respected
by his colleagues in Union County
for his tremendous work and
professionalism,” said David R.
Pierce, Lindabury’s partner and
president. “Our entire firm is
extremely proud of him for receiving
this prestigious recognition.”
Mr. McGlew is the chair of the
Lindabury Divorce & Family Law
Practice Group with extensive
experience representing individual
litigants, both at the trial and appellate
levels, on issues of custody, visitation,
alimony and child support, equitable
distribution and related issues as well
as the negotiation of marital
settlement and prenuptial agreements.
Admitted to the New Jersey Bar,
McGlew holds a J.D. from Seton
Hall University School of Law.
About Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper, P.C.
(www.lindabury.com)
Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
& Cooper, P.C., (“Lindabury”) is a
mid-sized general practice law firm,
located in Central New Jersey. From
its offices in Westfield, Summit, Red
Bank, New York and Philadelphia,
the firm services clients throughout
the Mid-Atlantic region. Lindabury
provides litigation and transactional
counsel to a broad spectrum of clients,
including corporations, privately held
businesses, insurance firms,
healthcare institutions, trade
associations, employee benefit funds,
banks and financial institutions,
nonprofit organizations and
individuals.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

• Alex Williams, former mayor of
Westfield
• Reverend William Williams, pastor, First United Methodist Church
“The establishment of the Westfield
300 Steering Committee brings together a widely diverse set of perspectives and expertise as we plan for
a very exciting celebration over the
course of 2020,” Mayor Brindle said.
“As always, I’m grateful for the
volunteerism and enthusiasm of our
residents to step up for such an important community-wide initiative.”
The initial work of the Steering
Committee has focused on the selection of the Westfield 300 logo, with
the winning entry by Jennifer Wilner
publicly unveiled at the October 15
Town Council meeting. In addition,
the Committee has identified key anchor events for the year – including
the recognition of the first 2020
Westfield baby in January, a townwide outdoor celebration in June and
an enhanced year-end holiday event
next December to cap the anniversary year. In between, ongoing
Westfield 300 programming is expected to include historical lectures/
re-enactments, musical festivals, architectural tours, a commemorative
book, and additional opportunities to
be finalized in the coming weeks and
months among business owners, residents, and community organizations.
The committee’s hope and expectation is that local organizations will
identify their own ways of incorporating Westfield 300 into their 2020
plans.
The Steering Committee also expects to form its working subcommittees in the near future in core areas
such as fundraising, marketing/merchandising, community outreach, and
event planning. At that time, there
will be a call for additional volunteers
to support these efforts and lend their
talents as Westfield 300 approaches.
For ongoing information about the
Westfield 300 initiative, visit
www.westfieldnj.gov/300.

CBP Intercepts Evasive
Pest During Inspection
NEWARK, N.J. — On October 6,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) Agriculture Specialist K-9
Brodie alerted to a passenger’s bag
arriving from Bari, Italy via Frankfurt, Germany. CBP Agriculture Specialists performed an inspection of
the Newark Liberty International Airport passenger’s bags revealing four
different undeclared, prohibited plant
items, including pomegranates.
Further examination of the pomegranates led to the discovery of an
insect with bee-like wings. The U. S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) identified the insect
as Monosteira unicostata, the “Al-

Walk With A Librarian
In Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS — As part of
the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign, the
Scotch Plains Public Library will host
a special Celebrate Our Veterans edition of their Walk with a Librarian
program this Friday, November 8 at
10 a.m. at Jerseyland Park.
Residents are invited to meet the
librarians, MayorAl Smith, and Deputy
Town Manager Margaret Heisey at
Jerseyland for a leisurely stroll around
the path. In celebration of Veterans
Day, local vets are invited to share their
stories during the walk. Registration is
recommended
at
https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/HV996TD.
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mond bug.”
Although now found in Canada,
USDA reports that this pest could
pose a serious risk to the $5.3-billion
California almond industry.
“CBP Agriculture Specialists have
once again made a critical intercept
of a destructive pest that could potentially cause grave damage to our Agricultural and Economic vitality,” said
Troy Miller, director of field operations of the New York CBP Field
Office.
Monosteira unicostata is an important pest almond trees in the Mediterranean region requiring control
methods alternative to synthetic pesticides.

Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
To Be Held December 6
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Mayor ’s Charity Gala
Committee has announced the
honorees and festivities for the 29th
Annual Mayor’s Charity Gala to be
held on Friday, December 6, at
Shackamaxon Country Club.
The event, to be held from 7 p.m. to
11 p.m., features a cocktail reception
complete with open bar, passed hot
and cold hors d’oeuvres, food stations,
a dessert buffet and hot chocolate bar.
The Moonglowers from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and DJ
Mike will provide entertainment for
the evening.
This year’s Gala will honor the
following individuals for their selfless

service to our community: Female
Volunteer of the Year: Kelly Price,
Male Volunteer of the Year Jim
Checchio and Volunteer Organization
of the Year Patrick’s Downtown Race
to Summer Committee.
Tickets to the Mayor’s Charity Gala
may be purchased online by visiting
www.scotchplainsnj.gov clicking the
“Recreation Registration” Community
Pass link and selecting “2019 Mayor’s
Gala,” or by calling the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department at (908) 3226700, extension 223. Tickets are $95
per person and tables of 10 may be
reserved.
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Courtesy of City of Summit

GASOLINE SPILL...The Union County Bureau of Hazardous Materials
(HAZMAT) team cleans up after gasoline tanker truck overturned Monday at the
Broad Street Route 24 overpass near Middle Avenue in Summit. Broad Street was
closed between the Route 24 overpass and Middle Avenue as was the Broad Street
entrance into Summit. Morris Turnpike (Route 124) in Springfield was closed in
both directions from Millburn Avenue to Mt. Ararat Road in Short Hills. Fire
department crews from Summit, Millburn and Springfield were on the scene
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Malinowski Takes Lead In
Letter on NCP Distribution
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman Malinowski led a group of
lawmakers on November 1 in a letter
asking leadership of the House Judiciary Committee to move forward on
legislation that will address the increase
in
distribution
of
nonconsensual pornography (NCP),
also known as “revenge porn.” The
letter is in response to the recent extreme circumstances surrounding the
resignation of Democratic Congresswoman Katie Hill.
“In an increasingly digital world,
anyone can become a victim of this
egregious privacy violation. But we
would be remiss if we did not acknowledge that revenge porn, as a
tactic of sexual degradation and public shaming, is disproportionally used
against women to attack their character and undermine their credibility,”
the lawmakers wrote.
The letter is as follows:
“Dear Chairman Nadler and Chairwoman Bass:
We write to you regarding the extreme circumstances surrounding the
resignation of Congresswoman Katie
Hill. While we do not condone inappropriate sexual relationships with subordinates, we cannot ignore that Congresswoman Hill was also a victim of
what is colloquially termed “revenge
porn” but is more accurately described
as nonconsensual pornography (NCP):
the distribution of private, intimate images without consent. This abuse, especially when weaponized on the internet,
can destroy a person’s life with the click
of a button.
In an increasingly digital world,
anyone can become a victim of this
egregious privacy violation. But we
would be remiss if we did not acknowledge that revenge porn, as a
tactic of sexual degradation and public shaming, is disproportionally used

against women to attack their character and undermine their credibility.
Even when nonconsensual pornography is circulated for reasons other
than personal vengeance—for prurient satisfaction, crass entertainment,
or no particular purpose at all—it can
be extremely painful, leading to the
destruction of careers and relationships, serious emotional distress, and
contemplation of suicide.
Currently, forty-six states and the
District of Columbia criminalize NCP.
However, the definition of NCP and
the penalties associated with this violation varies significantly from state
to state. Many of them include unnecessary and confusing requirements
that allow many forms of NCP to go
unpunished. In addition, the distribution of NCP through the internet presents jurisdictional challenges. Clear
and concise federal regulation can
complement and coordinate local efforts to stamp out NCP. A unified
federal statute is long overdue.
It is vital that the House Judiciary
Committee swiftly move forward with
H.R. 2896, the Stopping Harmful
Image Exploitation and Limiting Distribution Act of 2019 (the “SHIELD
Act”). This bipartisan legislation
would narrowly establish federal
criminal liability for individuals who
share private, intimate images without consent. If a person shares a nude
image, knowing there is a substantial
risk that that the person depicted does
not consent and had an expectation of
privacy, that would be a federal crime.
The SHIELD Act is an important step
towards helping victims protect their
privacy, get justice, and keep themselves safe from future violations.
We urge you to hold a hearing on
the damage being done by the widespread scourge of NCP and move this
legislation forward.”

Bill Would Protect Land
From Pipeline Development
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congresswoman Congresswoman Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-12th, NJ) and
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D7th, NJ) joined three other House
Democrats on October 29th in introducing the Protecting Our Conserved
Lands Act. This legislation would
prevent the use of eminent domain to
seize conservation land protected by
local governments and nonprofits, like
land trusts, for the purpose of constructing natural gas pipelines.
“This issue is personal for residents of New Jersey,” said Congresswoman Watson Coleman. “Our state
has a long and impressive record of
preserving green spaces — something that’s as difficult as it is important in the most densely populated
state in the country. Our hard work to
protect our land and our investments
in New Jersey’s natural resources
should not be undone by the greed of
oil and gas companies. We’ve recently fought and won costly battles
against unwanted and unnecessary
pipelines. The Protecting our Conserved Lands Act will give our local
governments the tools to prevent future land grabs that threaten our environment and public spaces.”
“In my district well over 2,000 acres
of protected state land could be seized
by the PennEast Pipeline if we do
nothing,” Congressman Malinowski
said. “I am a proud cosponsor of this
legislation because Congress must do
everything in its power to protect
agricultural, environmental, and wa-

ter resources from needless exploitation.”
The Natural Gas Act of 1937 currently stipulates any natural gas pipeline project that obtains approval from
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) may exercise eminent domain to secure the purchase of
land along the permitted route. Unlike lands conserved by the federal
and state governments, as well as
tribal lands, there is a lack of explicit
provisions in current law designed to
help protect lands conserved by local
governments and nonprofit entities
like land trusts. With over 300,000
miles of natural gas pipelines already
covering the United States, and FERC
having only denied permits to two
pipeline projects in the last 20 years,
local governments and land trusts are
left in an increasingly tenuous position.
The Protecting Our Conserved
Lands Act addresses this issue by
removing the ability of pipeline
projects to use eminent domain to
seize land owned or held in easement for the purpose of conservation
by nonprofits or local governments.
This bill would enable these nonprofit and local government stakeholders to protect the lands for which
they serve as stewards and compel
pipeline companies to either negotiate a mutually agreeable solution or
redirect their routes to less environmentally-sensitive paths, such as
existing rights of way identified for
pipeline projects.

Seniors Can Get Warm
Nutritious Meal at Cafes
COUNTY — As the winter season
rapidly approaches Union County senior residents age 60 and older are
reminded that they can receive a warm
nutritious meal at any Senior Café of
their choice.
All Senior Café lunches include
juice or soup, meat, fish, or poultry,
potatoes, pasta, or rice, vegetables, a
choice of a hot or cold beverage, and
is complete with desert.
The Senior Café has meals designed
by a registered dietitian. Each meal is
nutritionally balanced to meet the dietary and health needs of mature men
and women.
The suggested donation is $1.75
per meal, but for those under age 60
there is a $4 fee. All donations collected go directly back to the program to help provide more meals to
those in need.
To reserve lunch residents are asked
to contact the café of their choice at
least two days in advance. Lunch is
served every Monday through Friday
unless otherwise noted.
The Union County Senior Nutrition Program is made possible by a
grant from the United States government under the Older Americans Act.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders also provides support for
the senior Nutrition Program.
For more information and a list of
Senior Café locations visit https://
wp.me/P4sLwl-cZH or call the Division on Aging toll free at 1-888-8208226. Locally, Senior Cafés are located at the Westfield Community
Center, 558 West Broad Street, on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, (908)
232-4759; the Cranford Lincoln Apart-

ments, 800 Lincoln Avenue, (908) 9310194; the Jewish Community Center
(Kosher), 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains, (908) 889-8800 and the
Shady Rest Clubhouse at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusalem
Road, (908) 322-5151.
For further information about nutrition programs offered by the Division on Aging, contact Kathleen
Malkiewicz by phone at (908) 5274877
or
by
email
at
kmalkiewicz@ucnj.org.
For information about all services
and programs for seniors and their
families visit ucnj.org/aging.

Thank You for Your Support:
goleader.com/form/subscribe

Page 3

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

RECOGNIZED BY STATE PBA...Westfield Police Officers will be recognized by
the New Jersey State PBA at its annual valor awards banquet in Atlantic City on
Saturday, November 23 for their actions on June 13 at Tamaques Elementary
School where a man armed with a loaded .45 calbre gun was arrested. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Sgt. Nicholas Bruno, Det. Jason Merritt, Plainclothes
Officer Elizabeth Savnik, Officer Tiffany Kenny, Officer Joseph Habeiche,
Officer Jeffrey Johnson and Officer Michael Pollock.

Westfield Police Officers To
Be Recognized By State PBA
WESTFIELD — Westfield Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro and Plainclothes Officer Paul Ferry, president
of the Westfield PBA Local No. 90,
have announced that seven Westfield
Police Officers will be recognized by
the New Jersey State PBA at its annual valor awards banquet in Atlantic
City on Saturday, November 23.
Officers Jeffrey Johnson, Michael
Pollock, Joseph Habeiche, Elizabeth
Savnik, and Tiffany Kenny, along
with Detectives Nicholas Bruno and
Jason Merritt, will be presented with
the State PBA’s Unit Citation award
for their actions on June 13, 2019 at
Tamaques Elementary School. These
officers and detectives responded to
a report of a man “in crisis” who was
reportedly in possession of a firearm.
Officers Johnson and Pollock located the individual in question. He
was seated in a parked vehicle, directly opposite the school’s main entrance, and was armed with a .45
caliber handgun fully loaded with
hollow point bullets.
The subject was quickly disarmed
and taken into custody by Officers
Johnson and Pollock without incident. Two additional fully-loaded
magazines were located on his person and an additional 130 rounds of

College Club to Present
Program on Yoga
CRANFORD — The Cranford
College Club will president a program
entitled “Incorporating the Benefits
of Yoga into your Life” at the Cranford
Presbyterian Church Youth Center,
11 Springfield Avenue, this Monday,
November 11 at 8 p.m. The program
is open to the general public at no
charge. A social hour will begin at 7
p.m.
The program will be presented by
guest speaker Elizabeth Armstrong, a
certified yoga alliance teacher and
Cranford resident.
Guests will learn about some of the
physical, mental and emotional
benefits of practicing yoga, as well as
breathing techniques and simple yoga
poses that can be done sitting or
standing.
Ms. Armstrong studied with
Ranjitha Sandeep and has taught yoga
at the Westfield Area Y and other
local studios and gyms. She presently
teaches three yoga classes per week
at the Cranford Community Center,
where she attended her first yoga
class. She is a former equity analyst/
portfolio manager who spent 20 years
in the investment field in Manhattan.
For more information, email the club
cranfordcollegeclub@gmail.com.

Penalties Would Go Up
For Defacing A Monu.
TRENTON — Legislation has been
introduced in Trenton that would enhance penalties for individuals who
purposely desecrate a public monument. This follows the theft of a 9/11
memorial plaque from Atlantic Highlands in Septenber.
Under current law, punishment of
such a crime would be treated as a
disorderly persons offense punishable by up to six months imprisonment, up to a $1,000 fine, or both.
Under the lation such a crime would
become a 4th degree crime punishable by up to 18 months imprisonment, up to a $10,000 fine, or both.

ammunition were later located in the
vehicle’s trunk.
Although the normal school day
had already ended, some 30 children
were still present on the school premises in an aftercare program. The
additional responding officers and
detectives placed the school into a
lockdown, assumed custody of each
and every child, and thoroughly
searched the interior and exterior of
the building and its grounds for additional possible threats
The NJ State PBA is New Jersey’s
largest law enforcement labor union,
representing over 33,000 law enforcement officers. The valor awards banquet will be held at the Hard Rock
Hotel and Casino located on the
Boardwalk in Atlantic City.
“I am extremely proud of these
officers and detectives and how they
worked together in such a flawless
manner,” stated Chief Battiloro.
“Their courageous actions undoubtedly prevented a loss of life and are
they are worthy of such a prestigious
recognition.”
Plainclothes Officer Ferry added,
“These officers are skilled professionals who serve their community
with pride and distinction. The recognition they are receiving is not only
warranted, but well deserved. I am
extremely proud to work alongside
these individuals and to serve as their
union representative.”

Scutari Files $10-Mil. Suit
Against Linden Mayor, Council
State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D22nd, Linden) last week filed a $10million slander lawsuit against Linden Mayor Derek Armstead and the
city council “for their slanderous
speech and conduct against Senator,” according to a press release
from Mr. Scutari’s attorney Geoffrey
Arlen.
The suit is in response to the
leaking of a letter and report regarding the Senator’s position as
Linden municipal prosecutor. Mr.
Scutari, who was fired by the mayor
earlier this year, is also Union
County Democratic Committee
chairman.
The report claimed that Mr. Scutari
in his part-time role as municipal prosecutor, for which he was paid $84,659
prior to be fired by Mayor Armstead,
was a no show in municipal court for
57 out of 111 court sessions in 2018
while he was on the city’s payroll,
according to nj.com. The report was
done by outside consulting firm retained by the city council in February,
according to nj.com.
Mr. Scutari, through the press release, called the report “complete fabrications and lies.”
“This report is completely inaccurate and false and was solely based on
hearsay and non-factual assumptions,” according to Mr. Scutari’s

press release.
Mayor Armstead responded that,
“Scutari can file all the lawsuits he
wants. It doesn’t excuse him from
ripping off taxpayers to the tune of
almost $150,000. In fact, we look
forward to this lawsuit, which will
place even greater scrutiny on his
illicit practices for which I have already notified federal and state prosecutors,” according to a nj.com report.
Hillside Police Chief Suspended
For Personals Reasons
Hillside Police Chief Vincent
Ricciardi has been suspended, according to a NJ Advance Media report.
Hillside Mayor Dahlia Vertreese cited
personnel matters for the action.
NJ Advance Media reported that
former township attorney Frank
Capese believed the chief was suspended for appearing in a photo with
a political candidate, which is in violation of a Hillside municipal ordinance.
This is not the first time a Hillside
police chief was time action has
been taken against a township police chief. Former police chief Louis
Panarese was demoted to captain
twice under the administration of
mayor Angela Garretson, now a
Union County freeholder. A lawsuit
filed by Mr. Panarese was settled
for $281,000 last month, according
to nj.com.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Union County
Freeholder Andrea Straten, left, show off their costumes at Thursday’s Halloweem
Parade in Fanwood.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,
child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com
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Veterans Day Honors Tradition Of
Service Spanning Over 240 Years
On Monday we celebrate Veterans Day, which
evolved over the 20th century from its World War I
origins to become an annual tribute to the service
and sacrifice of all American military personnel
throughout our nation’s history.
This federal holiday was previously called Armistice Day, so named to commemorate the signing of
the 1918 armistice between the Allied nations and
Germany — at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month — that formally marked the end of World War
I. It has been known as Veterans Day since 1954.
Along with Memorial Day, Veterans Day reminds us of a common thread woven through each
generation of Americans since before the Revolutionary War — a passion for freedom and the
willingness to risk all on behalf of it. It is a thread
that over a span of more than 240 years continues
to link the colonists who dared seek independence
from the British Empire with all those who followed in their footsteps, right up to those serving
on the frontlines today.
We see this thread in the Civil War soldiers whose
blood won freedom for millions of their fellow
Americans in bondage. We see it in the World War I
“doughboys,” who faced unprecedented warfare on
foreign soil, and in the Greatest Generation, whose
heroism in World War II wrested the world from
tyranny. We see it in those who served in Korea, and

in our Vietnam veterans, whose valor often went
unsung. We see it in the men and women who served
in every era, during war and during peace, including
present-day troops stationed across the globe.
The towns within our coverage area have a long
tradition of honoring veterans and active-duty military throughout each year, through public events
along with programs supporting service members
and their families. Monuments inscribed with tributes are prominently displayed.
Martin Wallberg American Legion Post 3 in
Westfield recently celebrated its centennial as well
as that of the American Legion itself. Local organizations will continue this history of recognizing
veterans this week, among them American Legion
Post 209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10122,
which will jointly conduct wreath-laying ceremonies Monday in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The
two communities also are holding “Warrior Week”
activities in honor of our country’s current military
members and veterans.
We urge all adults and youth able to do so to
attend these observances saluting America’s veterans. Since our nascent days as an independent
republic, the men and women of our armed forces
have played myriad and vital roles in establishing,
advancing and ensuring our status as a free people,
a gift we continue to share with the world.

College Sports Revenue Stream
Should Also Reduce Tuition Fees
Two New Jersey State Senators have introduced legislation that would allow student-athletes in New Jersey to
earn compensation for the use of their name, image and
likeness. The New Jersey Fair Play Act (S-4160), modeled after a California state law, is sponsored by Senator
Joseph Lagana (D-38th, Paramus) and Senate Higher
Education Committee Chair Senator Sandra B.
Cunningham (D-31st, Jersey City.)
Their bill follows bills approved in California and
several other states to compensate student-athletes. In
response, the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) Board of Governors voted unanimously on October 28 to allow student-athletes to be compensated
“once its three divisions decide on rules for such opportunities,” according to a CNN report.
“We must embrace change to provide the best possible
experience for college athletes,” Michael Drake, chair of
the board for the NCAA, which governs major college
athletics, told CNN.
The two New Jersey Senators released a joint statement
last week announcing their legislation: “We are excited to
see that the NCAA is taking the necessary first steps
towards allowing student-athletes to profit from their
names, images and likeness swiftly following the introduction of the New Jersey Fair Play Act. The collective
pressure of New Jersey, California, Florida, New York,
South Carolina, Minnesota and Pennsylvania was enough
to sway the leadership at the NCAA to get the ball rolling
to allow student-athletes to share in the benefit they play
such a large role in creating.
“Going forward, we will monitor NCAA’s progress in
implementing these needed changes and determine what
more we can do to protect the rights of our studentathletes. We look forward to working with those studentathletes, the NCAA and our institutions of higher education to create a plan which is fair for all parties involved,”
Sens. Lagana and Cunningham said.

The big-money college sports are football and basketball, as both bring in a significant revenue stream from
major network television deals such as the NCAA basketball tournament known as “March Madness.”
U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-NC), chair of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, said he would like to see some
scholarships taxed like income. Currently, if a student
receives a scholarship and uses it to pay for tuition, fees,
books or other supplies, the scholarship is tax-free, according to the Tax Foundation. The Joint Committee on
Taxation places this amount of money at around $3.2
billion.
“If college athletes are going to make money off their
likenesses while in school, their scholarships should be
treated like income,” Sen. Burr said on Twitter.
According to a CNBC report, “a college scholarship is
nontaxable only if it’s used on tuition and textbooks. If it’s
applied to room, board or transportation — which make
up half of college costs — it can be taxed as much as 37
percent.”
We question whether sports-generated income is being
used across the board to lower the cost of tuitions that are
now $40,000 annually for many private schools here in
New Jersey such as Seton Hall and Fairleigh Dickinson
and $15,000 for in-state and $31,000 for out-of-state
students at Rutgers University.
Student-athletes are indirectly receiving compensation
in the form of scholarships. Non-athlete tuitions should
not go up because student-athletes are getting paid. After
30 years in the Big East, Rutgers moved to the Big Ten
Conference starting in 2014, which reportedly paid its
member schools $24 million in 2011, compared to the Big
East, which paid member schools $6 million, according to
espn.com.
Where has that additional revenue gone? To pay the
$8.5-million buyout of fired Rutgers’ football coach Chris
Ash?
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Letters to the Editor
Addams Family Coverage
Imagine something happened townwide in Westfield for two whole weeks
and the local Westfield paper decided
not to cover it. Imagine an army of
Westfield volunteers. Imagine the
Armory had 1600 people attending a
party, a Masquerade Ball held at the
Ward Mansion, a Fun Fest for kids on
Quimby Street, a town-wide Halloween Decoration contest, and a special
premiere of the new Addams Family
movie, reopening the Rialto just for
the occasion.
Now imagine that none of this was
covered by the town’s alleged newspaper of record. Were there not enough
reporters to cover all of the events? A
shortage of newsprint? Or does this
paper have some kind of an issue with
a celebration of Westfield’s perhaps
most famous resident? We often hear
the cries of ‘fake news’ but this time it
appears to be ‘no news’.
There didn’t seem to be any problem covering the Downtown Cranford
Scarecrow Stroll or the Trunk or Treat
in Scotch Plains. Perhaps you were
not aware that a Trunk or Treat took
place in Westfield, too, and was well
attended. I’m assuming they got notice from another news outlet, since
there seems to be an AddamsFest
news blackout in place at your paper.
It was a great time for all. Too bad
The Leader chose to ignore it.
John Boyle
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The Westfield Leader
has a history of remembering the
Westfield born and raised Charles
Addams and all of his accomplishments with stories, photos printed in
The Leader and This Is Westfield. We
applaud the town for honoring his
legacy. The many activities this year
that were happening in and around
town had been printed in the newspaper, or announced on Instagram. In
the Arts and Entertainment section
alone, the following events were announced.
Fun Fest for kids on Quimby
Street—10/17
A town-wide Halloween Decora-

TM

tion contest—9/19, 10/3, 10/24
Special premiere of the new Addams
Family movie—9/15, 10/10 and
Instagram
Trunk or Treat took place in
Westfield—10/24
In addition to those above:
Gomez’s Dynamite Model Railway
at Town Hall—10/24 and Instagram
‘Life of Charles Addams’ Talk This
Sat.—10/24
Grandma’s Grubby Gummies
recipe from the Addams Family movie
website—10/24
Charles Addams Walking Tour—
10/17
Reeve House to Hold Ghost Hunt
Tour—10/10
My Friendly Neighbor, Dudley
Addams—8/29
Photo of Addams replica house on
Mindowaskin Pond—10/31
Photo of the Rialto replicating the
Addams sketch—10/31
Charles Addams Leaves Indelible
Mark on Westfield—10/31
Home decorated with Addams
Family—10/31
Westfield-Born Addams Spooked
Fans for Years—08/08
Hail the Creative Mind Which Often Comes From Bizarre, Unexplainable—7/25
This is just a list that was in the
A&E section, there were other announcements and photos on the front
page, on other pages of The Leader
and at goleader.com online edition.
We encourage all to subscribe and
read the paper front to back, the
online edition and follow us on
Instagram. We also encourage those
who attended the parties and events
to send us their photos so we can
share your fun with the rest of our
subscribers.
In addition, we invited the town to
advertise their masquerade ball and
beer festival. We were not cordially
invited to cover those two events by
the town. As these were commercial
ventures by municipal government,
they chose to handle their own publicity.

Parking Situation at Trader Joe’s
Is Chaotic And Needs to Be Changed
The following letter was sent to
Westfield Town Administrator James
Gildea dated October 2, 2019.
Dear Mr. Gildea:
I live in the Chelmsford at 260
Prospect Street approximately 200
yards up the street from Trader Joe’s.
The parking situation at Trader Joe’s
has been chaotic since I moved here
in 2012. Cars come from all angles,
constantly blocking the street as well
as the sidewalk. Drivers go around in
circles, entering the lot either on Elm
or Prospect and riding the merry-goround until they find a space. They
usually sit in the middle of Prospect
blocking auto traffic or across the
sidewalk blocking pedestrian traffic.
I’m surprised that there hasn’t been a
serious accident or even a pedestrian
fatality. On more than one occasion I
have been nearly struck by a car eager

to get an open parking space. I have
written letter to both the mayor and
the manager of Trader’s without eliciting a response.
To me, there is a simple solution:
make Elm Street the entrance to Trader
Joe’s and the exit on Prospect. This
would alleviate all of the problems
outlined above. People would either
have to go around the block to reenter or go into the municipal lot (a
money maker for the town.) In fact, if
you eliminated two parking spaces at
the Prospect Street exit, the cars could
go around in circles within the confines of the parking lot and you
wouldn’t have to repaint the lines for
the parking spaces. It seems like a
very simple and logical solution.
I look forward to hearing from you.

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Eremacausis – A slow combustion
or oxidation of organic matter in the
presence of air and water
2. Trumeau – A pillar which supports
the arch of a double door or opening
3. Cyesiology – The branch of physiology that deals with pregnancy
4. Infundibuliform – Having the shape
of a funnel
ZAYAT
1. A resting place for travelers in Burma
2. A reception room for foreigners
3. A toll for passage through a forest
4. A looking glass, small telescope
CAPH
1. A mangy, scabby animal
2. A pretender to learning; a quack
3. A snide remark
4. The eleventh letter of the Hebrew
alphabet
ABUNA
1. A slaughterhouse for cattle
2. An interpreter; translater
3. Head of the Christian church in
Abyssinia
4. A grave digger
CHIROPTERA
1. Pertaining to the hands and feet
2. The order of mammals such as the
bats
3. An extinct animal of the Triassic
Period, known only from its fossil footprints
4. Pertaining to the business of writing

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

Ed Capano
Westfield

Americans Disgusted With The
Nonsense 24/7 From The Democrats
Just wanted to start off by thanking
Messrs Turner and Kaplan for responding to my October 24th letter opposing
the Democratic Impeachment Circus
going on led the by the Three Stooges
of the Democratic Party (Schiff, Pelosi,
and Waters.)
The feedback I’ve received has been
great and even one wag stated it led to
the passing of Congressmen Cummings
and Conyers and the resignation of
Congresswoman Katie Hill in fear of
the participation of millions of Americans towards this.
Turner cites a quote by George Washington about foreign influences in regards towards President Trump’s alleged Foreign Intrigues but he forgets
that Hillary Clinton, Barack Hussein
Obama, Joe Biden, and his son Hunter
also engaged in intrigues with Foreign
Governments.
In regards to the Imaginary
Whistleblower Marvin Kaplan talks
about he has been now identified as a
plant put into the Trump White House
by John Brennan, Obama’s CIA Director who was acting on the orders of
Brennan to draw attention from the
Biden scandals.
Kaplan opines that I was wrong stating that President Trump enjoys a vast
support of the American people using a
Gallup Poll. Isn’t this the same agency
that said back in 2016 that Hillary
Clinton would beat Donald Trump in a
Huge Landslide? Kaplan also uses a
quote by Daniel Moynihan to which I
respond with one by Patrick Henry
“Should I keep back my opinion at such
a time for fear at giving offence, I
should consider myself guilty of treason.”

DD

The facts as they are is that the Democrats have a very poor case against
President Trump and have subjected us
to this Impeachment Circus just because they cannot get over the fact the
American people rejected their Goddess Hillary Clinton on Election Day in
record numbers 2016 and are using any
means to impeach him. — Their false
claims of Russian collusion and even
the fact President Trump had the nerve
not to inform them about the raid that
exterminated terrorist leader Abu Bakr
Abu Al-Baghdadi. I guess they were to
busy schmoozing with their admitted
anti-Semitic colleagues Tlaib and Omar
to take notice.
Just because you do not like a Sitting
President does not give you the right to
impeach him or engage in vicious actions against him.
A prime example of this was the
piece of anti-Trump hysteria recently
filmed in Cranford The Plot Against
America which shows our nation under
the shadow of a fascist and xenophobic
President Charles A. Lindbergh. For
the record Lindbergh was never pro
Nazi or anti-Jewish and had this label
slapped upon him by FDR and his
Democratic toadies just because he
opposed Mr. Roosevelt’s attempts into
trying to involve us in a foreign war
before Pearl Harbor along with 85 percent of the American people.
I supported President Trump in 2016
and worked on his NJ State Primary
and intend to do the same in 2020 with
many other Americans disgusted with
the nonsense 24/7 from the Democrats.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Monday 9 am
Weekend Sports - Monday 12 pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4 pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12 pm
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Useful Information at
www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on
your mailing label.)

Jim Kurdyla
Clark
7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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Congress Cannot Be Relied Upon
For Several Reasons
Alexander Hamilton in Federalist
Paper 74 wrote words concerning the
President as commander in chief that
have as much relevance today as they
did in 1788.
“The propriety of this provision is
so evident in itself, and it is, at the
same time, so consonant to the precedents of the state constitutions in general, that little need be said to explain
or enforce it. Even those of them
which have, in other respects, coupled
the chief magistrate with a council,
have for the most part concentrated
the military authority in him alone. Of
all the cares or concerns of government, the direction of war most peculiarly demands those qualities which
distinguish the exercise of power by a
single hand. The direction of war
implies the direction of the common
strength; and the power of directing
and employing the common strength,
forms a usual and essential part in the
definition of executive authority.”
Hamilton in Federal Paper 69 stated
that the President must have “the supreme command and direction of the
military and naval forces.” Speaker
Pelosi complains that President
Trump should have consulted the top
Congressional leadership before the
military operation that took out the
satanic founder and leader of ISIS.
But there is a practical reason the
President “alone” as a matter of “propriety” is the commander in chief:
military operations require a direct
chain of command and cannot be
planned and conducted by joint partnership of the President and Congress. As the famous saying goes,
“Too many cooks spoil the broth.”
Congress cannot be relied upon for
several reasons.
One, ideological and political divisions and antiquated rules like the
Senate filibuster.
Two, President Polk, “There is more
selfishness and less principle among
members of Congress than I had any
conception of, before I became President of the U.S.”
Three, Congress is notorious for
not getting things done. President
Jefferson observed, “if the present
Congress errs too much, how can it be
otherwise in a body to which the
people send one hundred and fifty
lawyers, who’s trade is to question
everything, yield nothing, and talk by
the hour?” ABC News in May, “Nearly
halfway through the year, Congress
has only passed 17 laws!” But military operations cannot wait while Congress dickers and dithers.
Four, Congress does not always
understand the exigencies of war. For
example, George Washington commanding the Continental Army was
angered that Congress failed to vote
sufficient funds for gunpowder, medicine, tents, barracks, and pay for his
soldiers. He wrote Congress, “It is
with infinite pain that I inform Congress that we are reduced again to
extremity for want of meat.”
Five, Congress leaks information
like sieve. But the planning and execution of military operations must
always be top secret for the safety of
the military forces involved and the
success of the mission.
Six, yielding to congressional opinion is not always a good idea. Congressional isolationists, for example,
demanded American neutrality in
World War One, blocked American

membership in the League of Nations, and opposed Lend Lease. But a
President must do what has to be
done under the law whether Congress
likes it or not! President Truman, “A
President cannot always be popular.”
But the disrespect shown toward
President Trump is simply outrageous.
He was booed at the fifth game of the
World Series while “Lock him up”
was being chanted.
Seven, no President would want to
consult with Congressional leaders
intent on impeaching him.
In short, Congress under Article I,
Section 8 (11) of the Constitution has
the power to declare war but the President as commander in chief under
Article II, Section 2 (1) has the sole
power to plan and conduct military
operations.
Speaker Pelosi and her colleagues
rather than complain should have
united behind President Trump in one
of the greatest military achievements
in American history.
What must the brave soldiers, sailors, airmen, and canine who risked
they lives for our beloved country be
thinking about the following?
The Washington Post’s obituary of
that monster who raped, killed, and
terrorized his way to power states that
he was “an austere religious scholar,”
characterizes President Trump’s announcement of the death of the ISIS
fiend as “showmanship,” and accuses
him of “degrading Baghdadi as a ‘crying, whimpering” figure who allowed
his children to perish with him?”
Speaker Pelosi’s comment “Our
military and allies deserve strong
smart and strategic leadership from
Washington” as if President Trump
and the Pentagon did not provide that
in this astoundingly successful military operation? And “the Russians
but not top congressional leadership”
were notified in advance about the
forthcoming raid as if it were not
important to notify the Russians that
we would be using Russian controlled
airspace.
Former Vice-President Biden’s
“this victory …happened despite his
ineptitude as commander in chief?”
Seth Meyers’ President Trump is
“still 50/50 on whether Navy Seals
are actual seals.” Trevor Noah on
Special Forces blowing a hole through
the wall, “He’s (President Trump) is
sitting there, like, why did you damage that beautiful wall…Now Mexicans are doing to pour into alBaghdadi’s house and take all ISIS
jobs?”
The View’s co-host Joy Behar’s
“We don’t trust him (President
Trump). We don’t trust that he’s a real
American. We trust that he is in the
pocket of Russia.” She also said that
President Trump should “stop bragging” about the death of the ISIS
leader. Whoopi Goldberg asked if “at
least we can agree that the world is a
better place without this guy in it?”
To which Behar replied, “Who, Trump
or al-Baghdadi?” Talk about decency.
There are times as with this brilliantly executed military operation
when patriotism is unequivocal support of the President of the United
States of America whatever political
disagreements some may have with
him!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Check Smoke Detector And Carbon
Monoxide Alarm Batteries
Trenton, NJ – The Division of Fire
Safety is reminding residents that
the end of daylight saving time was
this Sunday, November 3 at 2 a.m.
The time change brings the traditional annual reminder from fire service officials to check and change
your smoke and CO alarm batteries.
“Governor Murphy and I are urging everyone to take 10 minutes to
check your smoke and CO alarms as
daylight saving time comes to an
end,” said Lt. Governor Sheila
Oliver, Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs. “Functioning smoke and CO alarms are
proven life-savers and the simple act
of checking and changing their batteries will help keep you and your
loved ones safe.”
Richard Mikutsky, Director and
State Fire Marshal of the New Jersey
Division of Fire Safety cautions,
“Smoke and CO alarms with conventional batteries are being replaced
with those powered by 10-year sealed
lithium batteries,” adding “A working smoke alarm is your assurance
that in the event of a fire in your
home, you’ll have enough of a warning to escape.”
The Fire Marshal also stresses the
importance of working smoke alarms
that are less than 10 years old and
installed properly on every level of
the home.
The Fire Marshal advises the following steps should be followed
when assessing and examining
smoke alarms in your home:
Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area, and on every level of the
home, including the basement.
Smoke alarms with non-replaceable (long-life) batteries are designed
to remain effective for up to 10 years.
If the alarm chirps, warning that the
battery is low, replace the entire
smoke alarm right away.
Be sure the smoke alarm includes
the label of a recognized testing labo-

ratory.
Replace smoke alarms every 10
years. Replace them with 10-year
sealed battery models.
Develop and practice a home escape plan with all members of the
household.
Close interior doors before retiring for the evening.
Check the exhaust screen on home
clothes dryers and remove accumulated lint, which is a common fire
hazard in the home.
Fire Marshal Mikutsky also notes
that in addition to those checks is the
new regulation governing residential smoke alarms when there is a
change of occupancy in a residence.
As of January 1, 2019, the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code (UFC) requires a certificate of smoke alarm
compliance before any person may
sell, lease or change occupancy of
any one-family or two-family dwelling in the state. The owner of the
property may only obtain a certificate of compliance through the borough or township having jurisdiction over the home’s location. A
smoke alarm certificate is valid for
six months from the date of issue.
A homeowner or property renter
must install a smoke alarm on each
floor of a residential dwelling, including the basement, common stairwells and hallways, and a maximum
10 feet outside of each separate
sleeping area. The law does not require the interconnection of smoke
alarms. Alarms may use battery
power or operate on 120-volt house
current.
The Division of Fire Safety serves
as the central fire service agency in
the state. The Division is responsible for the development and enforcement of the State Uniform Fire
Code, as well as engaging the public
on community risk reduction strategies, assisting in fire department preparedness and conducting firefighter
training programs.

Mail-In Ballot Requirement Can Be
Form of Voter Suppression
in a provisional ballot afterwards. I
am gravely concerned that my vote
will not count at the end of night.
I do not know how my name got
flagged as a MAIL-IN VOTER even
though I voted in person in every
election. I hope I am wrong, but I am
very suspicious of that this could be
used as form of voter suppression: a
disgruntled employee at the Union
County Clerk's office or a computer
hacker messing with my right to vote
just be clicking on my record as a
MAIL-IN VOTER.
Something should be done about
this! Something should be investigated about this issue! If right to vote
as a U.S. Citizen was violated like
this, then it could happen to others.
Romerl Elizes
Westfield

Bonds of Courage Support Our Troops
At the Westfield Armory
WESTFIELD — Bonds of Courage and the NJ Cavalry and Armor
Association will host the 10th Annual
Support Our Troops Casino Night on
Saturday, November 23, at 7 p.m., at
the Westfield Armory, located at 500
Rahway Avenue, Westfield. The night
will benefit Bonds of Courage and
the Family Readiness Groups of the
1st Squadron 102nd Cavalry Regiment, 50th Brigade Combat Team of
the New Jersey National Guard.
For the first time since the inception
of the Support Our Troops Casino
Night, the 1st Squadron, 102nd Cavalry Regiment, New Jersey Army National Guard will not be home to celebrate with those in attendance. These
men and women began serving the
nation on deployment to the Middle
East and the Horn of Africa earlier this
year. In view of their absence, event
organizers hope to continue and even
redouble their fund-raising efforts.
While its primary mission is to
support all veterans and service members serving all branches of the military across the nation, the 102nd
Cavalry Squadron holds a special
place in local residents’ and event
organizers’ hearts.
Bonds of Courage is an all-volunteer organization that serves to support troops, veterans and their fami-
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Thank You Westfield For Your Votes
In Support for The Bd. Of Education

Letters to the Editor

I wish to state up front that I have
never did a mail-in-ballot in the State
of New Jersey in the years I have
lived in Westfield.
I went to vote this morning at
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
the election workers indicated to me
that my wife and I are MAIL-IN
VOTERS. Therefore, we could not
vote in person. I told them that my
wife and I have never voted by mail.
We always come here to Roosevelt
Intermediate School to vote in person. The challenger indicated to me
that the law changed and that all
MAIL-IN VOTERS must opt-out by
filling out a form at the Union County
Clerk. I should have gotten this in the
mail according to both the challenger
and the election workers. Huh?? I
never voted via MAIL-IN. I had to fill
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lies. The Family Readiness Group
assists the commander in maintaining
readiness for service members and
families by promoting self-sufficiency, resiliency and stability during
peace and war.
Tickets are $50 per person; $40 for
seniors and veterans. Special military
ticket pricing is available. Tickets
include $60 in gaming chips for casino, buffet dinner, beer and wine,
and music. Business owners are asked
to join the community and consider a
donation of product, service, program
ad, or sponsorship to this event.
Interested persons are asked to contact Christine Bradley at (703) 4070203 or chrisb@bondsofcourage.org.
For ticket sales and further information, go to bondsofcourage.org.
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Be Creative When Withdrawing
from Retirement Accounts

Dear Westfield Community,
I would like to express my heartfelt
thanks on your support for a second
term on the Westfield Board of Education. I'd like to congratulate Amy
Root, Brendan Galligan, Rob Garrison and Brian Morrissey who I look
forward to continue working with as
members of the Board.
I'd also like to thank Andrew Bauer
and Justin Fahey for running for a
seat on the Board of Education this
year. They both brought many great
ideas up for discussion which will
help guide the BOE in its decisionmaking process. I sincerely hope they
will consider running again in the
near future.
I truly care about the issues. I want

to continue speaking with fellow residents about their questions and concerns. I don't have all the answers, but
working together, we can ensure we
are doing the best for our children and
the district as a whole. Please do not
hesitate to reach out to me.
Finally, unrelated to the election,
I'd like to thank everyone who sent a
note, card, message posting, hug or
visited me over the past two weeks
since my mother passed away. It's
been a difficult time, but your thoughts
and condolences really meant so much
to me and I feel blessed to live in such
a caring community.
Michael Bielen
Westfield Board of Education

Author John Rees to Speak
To SAR Chapter Nov. 15
WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution will hold its next meeting on
Friday, November 15, at 8 p.m. Open
to the public, this meeting will take
place in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, located at 425 East Broad Street. Light
refreshments will be served.
John U. Rees, author of the recentlypublished “They Were Good Soldiers:
African-Americans Serving in the
Continental Army, 1775-1783,” will
be the featured speaker. Mr. Rees has
more than 30 years experience writing
about the lives of Continental Army
soldiers in the American Revolution.
The role of African-Americans,
most free but some enslaved, in the
regiments of the Continental Army is
not well known; neither is the fact that
relatively large numbers served in
southern regiments and that the greatest number served alongside their
white comrades in integrated units.

SP-F Vets to Be Feted
At Luncheon Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— The Veterans Recognition Committee of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
will host a complimentary luncheon
this Sunday, November 10, from
12:30 to 3 p.m. It will take place in
the St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church Gym, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.
All veterans from Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are invited to attend
the luncheon and to be honored for
their service. Interested persons are
asked to contact Elaine Coupe at
(908) 322-5192, extension no. 141,
or
via
email
at
stbcommunityoutreach@gmail.com.

Mr. Rees will discuss black soldiers’ acceptance, service and experiences during and after the War for
American Independence, focusing on
those who served in Continental regiments. African-American women with
the army also will be featured, as will
the only known wartime letter written
by a black Revolutionary soldier.
A lifelong resident of Bucks
County, Pa., Mr. Rees has been writing about common soldiers’ experiences in the War for American Independence for more than 30 years,
on subjects ranging from battle studies, army food and the soldier’s
burden, to army wagons and watercraft, campaign shelters, Continental Army conscription, and women
with the army.
His work has appeared in many
publications, including Military Collector & Historian, Minerva: Quarterly Report on Women and the Military, Percussive Notes (Journal of
the Percussive Arts Society),
Gastronomica: The Journal of Food
and Culture, and Repast (Quarterly
Publication of the Culinary Historians of Ann Arbor).
He was for 15 years a regular columnist for the quarterly newsletter
Food History News, writing on soldiers’ food. He wrote four entries for
the “Oxford Encyclopedia of American Food and Drink,” and 13 entries
for the revised Thomson Gale edition of “Boatner’s Encyclopedia of
the American Revolution.”
For further information, call Warren Fristensky, West Fields Chapter
president, at (908) 654-1731.
To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407

Like many people, you may spend
Help support a charitable
decades putting money into your IRA organization. Due to recent changes
and your 401(k) or similar employer- in tax laws, many individuals now
sponsored retirement plan. But claim a standard deduction, rather
eventually you will want to take this than itemizing. As a result, there’s
money out – if you must start less of an incentive, from a tax
withdrawing some of it. How can you standpoint, for people to contribute
make the best use of
to
charitable
these funds?
organizations.
To begin with,
But if you’d still
here’s
some
like to support a
background: When
charitable group and
you turn 70 ½, you
gain potential tax
need
to
start
benefits, you might
withdrawals – called
want to consider
required minimum
moving some, or all,
distributions, or
of your required
RMDs – from your
distributions from
traditional IRA and
your IRA to a charity.
your 401(k) or
You can transfer up
similar employerto $100,000 from
s p o n s o r e d
your IRA in this type
Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
retirement plan, such
of
qualified
as a 457(b) or 403(b).
c h a r i t a b l e
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference
(A Roth IRA is not
distribution, thus
subject to these rules;
meeting your RMD
340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
Jayson M. Astel
you can essentially
requirements
CFP®,
AAMS®
keep your account
without adding to
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com
Financial Advisor
intact for as long as
your taxable income.
you like.) You can
Furthermore, this
take more than the RMD, but if you move might keep you in a lower tax
don’t take at least the minimum bracket. (Before making this transfer,
(which is based on your account though, you will need to consult with
balance and your life expectancy), your tax advisor.)
you’ll generally be taxed at 50% of
Your RMDs can contribute greatly
the amount you should have taken – to your retirement income, but, as
so don’t forget these withdrawals.
we’ve seen, they can do even more
Here, then, is the question: What than that – so use them wisely.
should you do with the RMDs? If you
This article was written by Edward
To Advertise,
need the entire amount to help support Jones for use by your local Edward
Call
the Spaceman
your lifestyle, there’s no issue – you Jones Financial Advisor.
take the money and use it. But what if
908-232-4407
you don’t need it all? Keeping in
Paid Bulletin Board
sales@goleader.com
mind that the withdrawals are
goleader.com/form/bulletin
generally fully taxable at your
personal income tax rate, are there
some particularly smart ways in which
you can use the money to help your
family or, possibly, a charitable
organization?
Here are a few suggestions:
Help your grown children with their
•
Expert Consultation Services
retirement accounts. Your grown
•
Space Planning / Room Layouts
children may not always be able to
afford to “max out” on their IRAs.
•
Remodeling Services
You might want to help them with any
excess funds from your own retirement
•
All Interior Related Products:
accounts. You can give $15,000 per
Furniture Floor Coverings
year, per recipient, without incurring
any gift taxes – an amount far higher
Lighting
Window Treatments
than the current annual IRA
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches
contribution limit of $6,000 (or $7,000
for individuals 50 or older).
Help your grandchildren pay for
college. You might want to contribute
to an investment specifically designed
to build assets for college. A financial
professional can help you choose
which investments might be most
appropriate. Of course, if your
Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
grandchildren are already in college,
Phone: 908.232.3875
you are free to simply write a check
to the school to help cover tuition and
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
other expenses.
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Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
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Marilyn Tammaro, 62, Loving Wife,
Mother, Devoted Grandmother
Mrs. Marilyn Tammaro, 62, children, Elizabeth and Vencentio,
passed away suddenly on Monday, Angelo, and Bella and John; by her
November 4, 2019.
sister, Janice Bednarz, and her brothBorn in Elizabeth,
ers, Gary and Bruce Wall.
N.J. to John and Eloise
Visitation was from 5
(Van Deventer) Wall,
to 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
Marilyn was a lifelong
November 6, at the
resident of Westfield.
Dooley Colonial Funeral
She was a crossing
Home, 556 Westfield
guard in Westfield for
Avenue, Westfield. A
15 years.
Funeral Mass will begin
During her retireat 10 a.m. today, Thursment, Marilyn enjoyed
day, November 7, at the
spending time with her
Holy Trinity Roman
grandchildren and helpCatholic Church in
ing neighbors in the
Westfield. Burial will
community, often going
follow at Saint Gertrude
Marilyn Tammaro
above and beyond exCemetery in Colonia.
pectations.
In lieu of flowers, please conMrs. Tammaro is survived by her sider memorial contributions in Mrs.
loving husband of 43 years, Aldo Tammaro’s name to the Westfield
Tammaro; by their sons, Aldo Jr. and FMBA Local No. 30, P.O. Box 2895,
his wife, Lauren, Dan, and Michael Westfield, N.J. 07091.
November 7, 2019
and his wife, Michelle; by her grand-

Township Library to Offer
Craft, Art, Literature
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library welcomes the community to several
programs being presented at the
library during November.
Crafting novices and experts are
invited to make artist trading cards,
miniature works of art created on
standard-sized cards that are exchanged by artists all over the world,
on Friday, November 8, at 3 p.m.
With Creativebug as the guide, participants will use stamping and
collaging techniques with library
materials to create artist trading
cards to keep or swap. Registration
is required. This program is open to
teens and adults. For more information or to register, go to scotlib.org,
email library@scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or stop by the Reference Desk.
On Thursday, November 14, at 7
p.m., Mallory Mortillaro, curator
of collections for the Hartley
Dodge Foundation, will visit the
library to share the unlikely story
of how she discovered in New Jersey a marble bust of Napoleon,
carved by Auguste Rodin, and considered lost since the 1930s. While
cataloging the Foundation’s art
collection, she noticed a carving
on the back of the bust, which had
been on public display in the Madison borough hall for 85 years. That
carving turned out to be Rodin’s
signature, and the long journey toward authentication began, with
much skepticism along the way.
Registration is recommended for
this program; visit scotlib.org for
more information.

Paint Night will return on Thursday, November 21, at 6:30 p.m.
Back by popular demand, Leah
Zara-Acevedo of Let’s Monet will
guide participants as they put their
own spin on a famous autumnal
painting. Registration is required
and limited to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood adult cardholders. Space
is limited. For more information or
to register, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the Reference Desk.
The library’s Evening Book Club
will meet on Monday, November
18, at 7 p.m., to discuss “The Pillars of the Earth” by Ken Follett,
while the Afternoon Book Club will
meet on Tuesday, November 19, at
1 p.m., to discuss “Behold the
Dreamers” by Imbolo Mbue. No
registration is required for these
discussions and new members are
always welcome.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Greyhound Friends
Slate Pet-Craft Expo.
WESTFIELD — Greyhound
Friends of New Jersey will hold its
annual Pet & Craft Expo this Saturday
and Sunday, November 9 and 10. It
will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
each day at the Westfield Armory, located at 500 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield. Admission is $6. Children
age 12 and under may attend for free.
Leashed pets are welcome.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
18th-Cent. Funeral Customs
WESTFIELD — Throughout history, people have surrounded death
with custom and ritual. Eighteenthcentury Americans were reconciled to
death at an early age, as epidemics,
disease, accidents, childbirth and other
causes of mortality took their endless
toll. Then, as now, burial and funeral
rituals were important not only to honor
the dead, but also to comfort the living.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
will take a look at the many and varied
funeral customs of early America with
a program this Sunday, November 10,
from 2 to 4 p.m. “Final Respects —
18th Century Funeral Customs” will
include a presentation as well as a
display of artifacts. Visitors also may
view demonstrations of 18th-century
open-hearth cooking featuring authen-

tic early American techniques and recipes and receive a tour of the fullyfurnished circa 1740 farmhouse. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield. Admission is $5
for ages 13 and older; $3 for ages 3 to
12, and free for those age 2 and under.
Upcoming Sunday events include
“18th Century Thanksgiving Dinner Demonstration and Table Customs” on November 24 and “Gingerbread Sunday” on December 8.
Reservations are required for “Gingerbread Sunday” and are being
accepted through Wednesday, December 4. For more information,
call (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details also are posted at
millercoryhouse.com.

FREE DIVORCE EDUCATION CLASS
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN DIVORCING
For most people, divorce is much more than a major
legal process. It's also a challenging time of transition
that can negatively impact virtually every area of life:
emotional, psychological, domestic, parental, financial,
physical health, social, vocational, and more.
This special Divorce Education Class will provide helpful
tips to assist you through this transformation process.
It will help empower you to build the satisfying new
post-divorce life you desire and deserve.

Williams Law Group, LLC
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– Obituaries –
Mildred (Millie) Van Leuven, 91,
Artist, Collector, Calligrapher

Mildred (Millie) Van Leuven, 91, active member of the senior prosaid her final goodbye to her loving grams at the Laconia, N.H. Comfamily on Monday, October 14, munity Center. She was an avid ten2019, at Pennswood Village in nis and bridge player and enjoyed
hiking, canoeing, campNewtown, Pa., where
ing and skiing. Millie
she lived since 2013.
also loved spending time
Born in 1928 in
with her family and esRoselle, N.J., Millie was
pecially with grandchilthe youngest of Reuben
dren and great-grandand Edna Mae (Fromm)
children.
Pyner’s four children.
She was predeceased
She graduated from
by her husband, Norman
Roselle High School
Van Leuven, and her
and devoted much of her
three siblings, Reuben Jr.
adult life to the study of
and Robert Pyner and
calligraphy and antique
furniture, clocks, dolls Mildred Van Leuven Marion Heller. She is
survived by her two chiland toys.
In addition to being a self-em- dren, Eric Van Leuven, MD (Teri
ployed artist and calligrapher, Millie Bordenave) of Lancaster, N.H. and
led a very active life. She was elected Lauren Bird (Michael) of
into the Society of Scribes, coordi- Lambertville, N.J.; seven grandchilnated the Fresh Air Fund program dren and five great-grandchildren.
At Millie’s request, there will be
in Westfield, N.J., taught calligraphy, served as a Girl Scout Troop no public service; the family will
Leader, and was an active member have a private celebration of her life
of the Congregational Church in in the spring. Memorial contribuWestfield, N.J. and Laconia, N.H. tions may be made to The Fresh Air
She loved to swim at her beloved Fund at https://freshair.org/donate or
Wicwas Lake in New Hampshire, by mail at 633 Third Avenue, 14th
where she and her family vacationed Floor, New York, N.Y. 10017.
November 7, 2019
for over 60 years. She had been an

Wednesday Morning Club
Lists November Offerings
CRANFORD — The month of
November will offer multiple activities for members of the Wednesday Morning Club.
The club’s Public Affairs Department will host Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) on
Tuesday, November 12, at 1 p.m.
Mr. Bramnick, a trial attorney as
well as an elected official, will discuss issues of importance to the
local community and its future. The
meeting will be held in the audiovisual room at the Cranford Community Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue. All are welcome.
On Tuesday, November 19, at 10
a.m., the Arts and Crafts Department will offer a jewelry-making
class led by Sandy Held. Ms. Held
will help each participant craft her
own pair of holiday earrings. There
will be many seasonal motifs available, as well as colorful semi-precious stones and pierced and non-

pierced styles. To reserve a space,
call Ms. Held. The class will meet at
the Cranford Community Center.
The Literature Department will
meet at the home of Barbara Jackson
on Monday, November 25, at 1 p.m.,
to discuss the book “Where the
Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens.
This bestselling novel was described
in The New York Times Book Review
as “Painfully beautiful...At once a
murder mystery, a coming of age
narrative, and a celebration of nature.” Those planning to attend are
invited to call Barbara Jackson.
Members are reminded that nonperishable food items are being collected at club meetings. These items
will be donated to the food bank.
For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net, or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by
email at sandij301@gmail.com.

Mountainside Library Posts
Further November Events
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Mountainside Public Library has announced additional activities taking place at the library during November. Visitors are reminded that
the library will be closed on Thursday and Friday, November 28 and
29, for the Thanksgiving holiday.
“From Dino to Doo Wop: The
Musical History of the 1950s” is set
for this Saturday, November 9, at 2
p.m. Singer and presenter Joe
Gilligan, or “Joey G,” has opened
for many top acts of the ’50s, including Bobby Rydell, The Drifters
and The Earls. Attendees are invited to reminisce and listen to the
music, the entertainers and the stories from the era music historians

Parenting Seminar
On Tap Nov. 17
WESTFIELD — Parents of children and youth are invited to a
parenting seminar on managing stress,
anxiety, social media and misbehavior on Sunday, November 17, from
12:30 to 2 p.m., at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield.
Michele Cole, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and psychotherapist,
will lead the presentation and a question-and-answer session. Childcare
will be provided. The church is located at 170 Elm Street. Participants
are asked to pre-register by Wednesday, November 13, by email to
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net or
calling (908) 233-2278.

call the decade of music that
changed the world.
Brown Bag Academy will be offered on Mondays, November 11,
18 and 25 only, at 1:15 p.m. The
most recent Great Courses series,
“The American West: History, Myth,
and Legacy,” ended on October 28.
The attendees then selected a new
series for November. To learn the
title of the new series, call or visit
the library.
“Come Read to Kalee” will be
featured on Friday, November 15, at
3:45 p.m. Kalee is a certified therapy
dog and lives in Mountainside. This
program is for beginning readers or
older readers. Participants are asked
to bring two of their favorite books
and come cuddle up and read to
Kalee for five to 10 minutes. To
reserve a spot, call the library.
Aging Services Kiosk will be
available on Friday, November 22,
from 10 a.m. to noon. The Union
County Department of Human Services Division on Aging and Disability Resource Connection will
have a staff member at the library to
answer questions about Pharmaceutical Assistance, Home Energy Assistance/USF Cooling Assistance,
Home Care, Home Delivered or
Congregate Meals, and Medicaid
Caregiver Relief Transportation.
To register for programs requiring it, stop into the library or call
the library at (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.
"40+ Years Experience"
CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer
Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

830 Morris Turnpike, Suite 302
Short Hills, NJ 07078
Wednesday, November 20th, 6pm to 7:30pm
Light refreshments will be served
Speakers: Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq., April Katz Israeli, Esq.,
and Laurie J. Madziar, Esq

Space is limited, call 908-810-1083
and ask for Judith to reserve your spot today!

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases
• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes
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Thomas P. Barth, 93, Navy Veteran;
Founding Member of IHM Church
Thomas Peter Barth, 93, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, November 3, 2019, at Overlook Medical Center in Summit. Thomas grew
up in Forest Hills, Queens, N.Y.,
and had been a resident of Scotch
Plains since 1962.
Mr. Barth was a Navy veteran of
World War II and Korea. He received a bachelor’s degree from
Hofstra University and worked as
an advertising salesman for many
years with Hayden Publishing Company in Hasbrouck Heights before
retiring. He was a founding member
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Scotch Plains, where he
served as a Eucharistic Minister.
He was also on the Board of Adjustment in Scotch Plains, where he
served as a member for many years
and was a former chairperson.
Mr. Barth is survived by his
daughter, Ann Barth, and sons, Robert Barth and his wife, Patrice, and
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Genealogical Soc. to Focus
On Eastern Europeans
WESTFIELD — The Genealogical Society of the West Fields invites
the public to join Michelle Tucker
Chubenko at its meeting next Thursday, November 14. She will speak
about “Discovering Your Eastern
European Immigrant Origins.” The
meeting will be held at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street.
Attendees will learn what records
are available to assist them in determining their immigrant ancestor’s
hometown and their emigration to the
United States. This lecture will focus
on mid-19th century through 20thcentury immigration from the former
Austro-Hungarian Empire and Imperial Russia, which encompasses the
landscape of today’s Central and Eastern Europe. The presentation will demonstrate research techniques using
Hungarian, Lithuanian, Polish and
Ukrainian immigrants.
Ms. Chubenko is a research team
lead and professional genealogist

with Legacy Tree Genealogists,
based in Salt Lake City, Utah. With
30 years experience researching her
paternal ancestral roots in colonial
America and her maternal Eastern
European ancestry (Ukrainian and
Hungarian), she specializes in New
Jersey and Eastern European research. She is active in local history
organizations. Ms. Chubenko was a
researcher on TLC’s “Who Do You
Think You Are?” (Season One) and
appeared in the Brooke Shields episode, which aired in April 2010.
She is a founding member and
former president of the New Jersey
Association of Professional Genealogists Chapter and has served as
the chapter representative for the
New York-Metro APG Chapter and
trustee for the Genealogical Society
of New Jersey. Currently, she serves
as the co-coordinator for the Ukrainian History and Education Center’s
Family History Group Nashi Predky/
Our Ancestors.

Garwood Lions to Present
Benefit Pancake Breakfast
GARWOOD — The Garwood Lions Club has announced that its annual Pancake Breakfast fundraiser
will take place on Sunday, November 24, from 8 a.m. to noon. It will be
held at The Westwood, located at
438 North Avenue, Garwood, which
provides the banquet room at no
charge to the Lions Club.
Tickets will be available at the
door for $7 each; children under
age 6 may attend for free. The buffet-style breakfast will include pancakes, sausage, bacon, coffee, tea
and juice.
The Pancake Breakfast is a major
fundraiser for the Garwood Lions
Club. Local businesses are welcomed
the opportunity to support the organization by taking out a business
card-size ad on the placemat for $30.
If interested in purchasing ad space
and/or purchasing tickets in advance
at a reduced rate of $6 each, contact
Lions Club President Sara Todisco
at saramtodisco@gmail.com or (908)
377-7890.
The main mission of this international organization is to help the

blind. In addition to hosting community events, the Garwood Lions Club
provides scholarships to selected
Garwood students graduating either
eighth grade or high school. Interested persons are invited to follow
the club on Facebook at “Garwood
Lions Club” for updates.

Ketubah Unit Plans
Chanukah Party
AREA — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Unit (55-plus) will hold its
annual Chanukah Party on Sunday,
November 17. It will take place
from 1 to 5 p.m. at Fred & Murry’s
Kosher Deli, located at 4345 Highway 9 North (Pond Road Shopping
Center) in Freehold.
The cost is $34 per person. There
will be entertainment by Dan Yates,
a Tricky Tray and a full Kosher deli
meat buffet. Prospective Jewish
couples and singles are welcome to
come. Interested persons are asked
to R.S.V.P. to Elaine at (908) 2320062 no later than Monday, November 11.

WAYVE Teens to Conduct
Tech Event For Seniors
WESTFIELD — A free “Technology Workshop for Older Adults”
will be offered by teen volunteers
from WAYVE, Westfield Area
Youth Volunteer Experience, in
partnership with Lifelong Westfield
and the Westfield Recreation Department. It will take place on
Wednesday, November 13, from 4
to 5 p.m., in the Recreation Department Conference Room, located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield.
The WAYVE Program is made
possible through a grant from The
Westfield Foundation and is coordinated by Jewish Family Service
of Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ), a
non-profit, non-sectarian health
and social service agency serving
all residents of Union County.
Lifelong Westfield is an initiative of the Mayor’s Senior Advisory Council to attract and retain
senior citizens. The Senior Advisory Council is a volunteer group
that includes representatives of the
Westfield Town Council, Westfield
Recreation Department, Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing, Westfield
Support Local Journalism
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Thomas Barth and his wife, Leah.
He is also survived by four grandchildren, Alyssa, Michael, Lauren
and James, and by his caregiver and
dear friend, Carol Williams. He was
predeceased by his beloved wife of
59 years, Ethel, who died in 2017.
The funeral will be from Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue, Fanwood, today, Thursday, November 7, at 9 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. Mass of Christian Burial at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Private interment will follow at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia. Visitation was held at the funeral home
yesterday. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church, 1571 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
For additional information or to sign
the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

richardjkaplow.com
goleader.com/form/subscribe

United Fund, a geriatrician and
other interested residents.
Those interested in attending the
workshop are asked to RSVP to Jill
Dispenza at (908) 666-7033 or
jdispenza@jfscentralnj.org.

Monday Book Club
To Meet at Library
GARWOOD — The Monday Afternoon Book Club at the Garwood
Public Library will meet on November 18, at 1 p.m., to discuss “The
Forgetting Tree” by Tatjana Soli. No
registration is required. The
Garwood Public Library is located
at 411 Third Avenue. For information on all library programs, go to
youseemore.com/garwood.

Library Invites Kids
For LEGO Club
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library will offer LEGO
Club next Thursday, November 14,
at 3 p.m., for ages 4 to 12. Participants may build whatever comes to
mind. Some creations will be displayed in the library showcase. Registration is required by phone or in
person and will open the Monday
after the last Lego Club session for
the month.
Participation is limited to 15 children. Youngsters are asked to attend only one session per month.
The Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third Avenue. For more
information, call the library at (908)
789-1670. Information on library
programs also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.
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Westfield Library to Host
Musical Acts In November
WESTFIELD — Two different
musical acts will perform at the
Westfield Memorial Library during
the middle of November. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
Florian Schantz will play with his
Dixieland Band on Wednesday, November 13, at 7 p.m. The Dixieland
Jazz program is the most requested
program that the Florian Schantz Band
performs. It is a balance of live music
and educational content, focusing on
the music, the composers and the
techniques and musicians from the
early Jazz age. The band will play
favorites such as “That’s A-Plenty,”
“Ain’t Misbehavin’” and “Ain’t She
Sweet,” along with ballads and blues.
The duo Simple Gifts will perform on Saturday, November 16, at 2
p.m. Simple Gifts is composed of
two women who play 12-plus instruments between them. Drawing on a
variety of ethnic folk styles, Linda
Littleton and Karen Hershon play
everything from lively Irish jigs and

down-home American reels to harddriving Klezmer frailachs and haunting Gypsy melodies. They spice the
mix with the distinctive rhythms of
Balkan dance music, the lush sounds
of Scandinavian twin fiddling, and
original compositions written in a
traditional style.
These programs are free and open
to all. To register, visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and click on the
Online Calendar, or call (908) 7894090, option 0.
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday; 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday,
and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The library
will be closed on Monday, November
11, for Veterans Day.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 7894090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

DANCE PARTY...The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation recently hosted a “Silent
Disco” event, which provided a much-appreciated respite of music and dancing,
food and fun for youngsters affected with pediatric cancer and their families.

ECF ‘Silent Disco’ Offers
Plenty of Family Fun
SCOTCH PLAINS AREA — The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF)
hosted 17 families at Freppe’s Tex
Mex in Plainfield at a special “Silent
Disco” event on September 28. ECF
provides free comfort and relief for
New Jersey families who have children with cancer, including professional counseling, material donations, birthday and holiday gifts,
emergency financial assistance —
and fun experiences like this.
The 90 kids and their family members attending, all of whom have been
directly affected by pediatric cancer,
took to the dance floor, each with a set
of headphones, where two disc jockeys competed for their attention.
While one DJ played current top 40
pop hits, the other played “throwbacks.” The participants chose the
songs they wanted to listen to and had
a great time simultaneously dancing
to different songs.
“It was an amazing respite for families exhausted from their day-to-day
experiences with cancer,” according
to ECF. “During their cancer ordeals,

Y Offers Military, Vets
Free Memberships
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA is honoring local military members and veterans by inviting them to come and use the Y at no
cost during the month of November.
The Y also will waive the joiners
fee for active military, reserve military and veterans who become new Y
members at any time of the year. To
take advantage of these benefits, military members and veterans will have
to show proof of their service, such as
a DD214 form.
Active and reserve duty service
members and their families also may
be eligible for discounted membership rates through the Military Outreach Initiative offered through the
YMCA’s contract with the Department of Defense. To determine eligibility for this benefit, visit the Armed
Services YMCA website. For more
information, visit the Main Y Facility
Welcome Center at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield, or call (908) 301-YMCA
(9622).

these families do not often get a
chance to celebrate, and the children
have few opportunities to spend time
with other kids who share their experiences.”
“Jhonny couldn’t stop laughing
once the Silent Disco party began,”
said one ECF mom. “It was so much
fun! We’ve never seen anything like it
before; we were all smiles!”
In addition to the dancing, the families enjoyed an extensive array of
Mexican food, including Freppe’s
personal guacamole cart, virgin
margaritas, and the restaurant’s signature churros.
“Our goal was to give these families a day of fun and a break from
the ongoing emotional and financial strain of pediatric cancer. Judging from the mile-wide grins we
saw on the faces of these families
on the dance floor, I’m hopeful that
we accomplished our objective,”
said ECF board member Jonathan
Kanarek, whose vision and efforts
brought this event to life.
To view photos from the “Silent
Disco” event, visit Facebook.com/
EmmanuelCancerFoundation. For
more
information,
visit
emmanuelcancer.org.

Singers Sought For
Magnificat at FCC
WESTFIELD — The Festival Chorus at the First Congregational Church
(FCC) of Westfield will present John
Rutter’s Magnificat on Sunday, December 8. This joyous work will be
performed by the SATB chorus, featuring soprano soloist and instrumental ensemble. Interested singers, age
16 and over, should have basic music
reading ability.
Weekly rehearsals will begin this
evening, Thursday, November 7, at
7:30 p.m., in FCC’s Patton Auditorium, located at 125 Elmer Street. There
will be optional Saturday sectionals
where the focus will be on the more
challenging portions of the work. There
is no charge to participate. The Festival Chorus is directed by organist and
FCC Music Director Barbara
Thomson. Interested persons are asked
to email barbara@fccofwestfield.org.

Professor to Discuss Psych.
Aspects of Parkinson’s
WESTFIELD — Roseanne
Dobkin, Ph.D., associate professor of psychiatry with RutgersRobert Wood Johnson Medical
School in Piscataway, will speak to
the Westfield Parkinson Support
Group on Monday, November 11,
at 1:30 p.m.
She will address some of the psychological aspects of Parkinson’s
disease. November is National
Caregivers Month, so the group
also will honor caregivers. Light
refreshments will be served. People
with Parkinson’s and/or their
caregivers are welcome to attend.
An Alaska Parkinson’s Cruise has
been organized for 2020. Participants will sail on the Celebrity Solstice, leaving and returning to Seattle, Wash., August 14 to 21, 2020.

Daniel Schneider, M.D., movement
disorder neurologist with RWJ
Barnabas Health and Rutgers-RWJ
Medical School, and Dayel
Giammarino, Rock Steady Boxing
coach, will conduct classes during
the days at sea. Alaska ports of call
include Ketchikan, Endicott Arm
and Dawes Glacier, Juneau and
Skagway, as well as Victoria, British Columbia.
The Westfield Parkinson Support
Group meets on the second Monday
of each month, except July and August, in the Parish House lounge at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. For more information, contact Barbara Ringk, group facilitator,
at barbringk@gmail.com or call (908)
403-3129.
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Congregation Beth Israel To
Host Tribute to Vets Sunday

PROUD VETERAN...Former area resident Eddie Poetsche is pictured with a
model of the Douglas SBD Dauntless on which he flew as a member of the U.S.
Navy Air Corps during World War II, along with a photo taken of him during the
war. Mr. Poetsche, who celebrated his 96th birthday on October 2, grew up in
Springfield and now resides in Pembroke Pines, Fla.

Village Shop Holiday Hours
To Begin This Weekend
MOUNTAINSIDE — The new Village Shop located in the Mountainside
Restoration Committee’s Levi Cory
House will feature special holiday
opening hours for November and December. The shop will be open on
Fridays and Saturdays, November 8,
9, 22 and 23; Friday through Sunday,
December 13, 14 and 15, and Friday
and Saturday, December 20 and 21,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Levi Cory House officially
opened to the public in December
2018. The circa 1818 house, which
was moved to Constitution Plaza five
years ago, was originally located at
the corner of New Providence Road
and Mountain Avenue. The house
was the location of the first Children’s
Country Home, during the 1890s,
before the facility expanded to its
current location as the Children’s
Specialized Hospital.
After years of repair, renovation
and restoration, the Levi Cory House
now opens as a Museum for Children’s
Interests and the Village Shop.
The Village Shop serves as a
fundraiser for the continued restoration and maintenance of the Levi Cory
House and maintenance of the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House. The shop
has been restocked with hundreds of
new items for holiday gift-giving,
home décor, jewelry, antique and vintage items, furniture pieces and many
other items and curiosities. All are
offered at reasonable prices. Purchases benefit the Mountainside Res-

toration Committee.
The Levi Cory House and Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House are located at
Constitution Plaza (Watchung Avenue,
off Birch Hill Road), adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library. The
Mountainside Restoration Committee
is a 501(c)(3) charity and a committee
of volunteers whose purpose is to
maintain the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House, restore and maintain the Levi
Cory House and collect and save historic Mountainside information and
items from destruction. For further
information, call (908) 789-9420 or
go to mountainsidehistory.org.

NJIO to Perform
Concert Sunday
PLAINFIELD — The New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will perform its first concert of the
new season this Sunday, November
10, at the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church. The program, “Melodic
Inspirations,” will begin at 3 p.m. and
will feature performances from all
three of the NJIO’s orchestral ensembles, as well as its Flute Choir.
The concert will include Samuel
Barber’s Cello Concerto, performed
by Bethany Bobbs; Robert Schumann’s
Symphony No. 4;Amilcare Ponchielli’s
La Gioconda (Dance of the Hours)
and more. Admission is free; donations will be accepted at the door. The
church is located at 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congregation Beth Israel will host a prayer
service (minyan), breakfast and program honoring military veterans this
Sunday morning, November 10. The
event is free and open to the community. Jewish veterans are particularly
encouraged to attend.
The prayer service will begin at 9
a.m., followed by breakfast at 9:30
a.m., and a program at 10 a.m. The
guest speaker, Al Odesskiy, is a
former corporal of the United States
Marine Corps from 2007 to 2012,
who served in Iraq. He will share
his experiences as a Jewish Marine
and veteran.
The event is jointly sponsored by
the Men’s Clubs of Congregation
Beth Israel in Scotch Plains, Temple
Beth O’r-Beth Torah in Clark and
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim in
Cranford. The Men’s Clubs of the
three synagogues sponsor the Military Veterans’ Minyan annually and
take turns hosting the event.
Congregation Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of Martine Avenue, in Scotch
Plains. The synagogue has been rec-

ognized as an ABLE Awarded Congregation by the Jewish Federation
of Greater MetroWest for its commitment to inclusion and accommodation for all its members. For more
information, or to request an accommodation, call the synagogue office
at (908) 889-1830.

Veterans Day Events
To Be Held Monday
SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— American Legion Post 209 and
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10122
will conduct ceremonies on Monday, November 11, in observance of
Veterans Day.
The services will begin at 11 a.m.
with the laying of wreaths at the War
Memorial at Park Avenue and Front
Street in Scotch Plains. At noon, there
will be a presentation of wreaths at
the Fanwood Memorial Library, located at 5 Forest Road.
Members of the community are invited to attend these programs to recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by all former members of
the armed forces of the United States.

Fanwood Events to Help
Celebrate ‘Warrior Week’
FANWOOD — Fanwood has
joined the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Veterans Recognition Committee in
celebrating “Warrior Week,” a weeklong recognition of United States veterans. It includes a series of events
dedicated to sharing military experiences and honoring the contributions
of veterans. One hundred percent of
the profits go to the Veterans Recognition Committee as well as veteran
events held throughout the year.
In previous years, the Veterans
Recognition Committee has honored
local veterans on Memorial Day and
Veterans Day. Among the committee’s
accomplishments has been the Hometown Heroes banners hung throughout both towns.
Area residents are invited to join
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr this
evening, Thursday, November 7, at 7
p.m., for a program called “Recognizing Women Veterans.” It will take
place at the Railside Cafe, located at
250 South Avenue, Fanwood. For registration information, visit
fanwoodnj.org.
The Warrior Week Cadence Run
will be held this Saturday, November
9, at 7 a.m., at Forest Road Park.
Participants may sign up individually
or as a team. The event will start with
stretching at Forest Road Park and
run approximately 30 minutes, with
participants chanting cadences. The
signup cost for pre-registration is $25

and includes a Warrior Week T-shirt;
the fee is $30 the day of the race with
no T-shirt guarantee. For signup information, visit fanwoodnj.org.
Additionally on November 9, at 7
p.m., Warrior Week will host a Paint
and Sip with Creative Scene Brooklyn at Forest Road Park. Creative
Scene will paint an iconic landmark
that represents the United States military and first responder family. For
signup
information,
visit
fanwoodnj.org.

Prayer to St. Jude
O Holy St. Jude! Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich
in miracles, near kinsman of
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor
of all who invoke your special
patronage in time of need; to
you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart, and humbly
beg to whom God has given
such great power to come to my
assistance; help me in my present
urgent petition. In return, I promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.
Say three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys and three Glorias. St.
Jude, pray for us and all who
invoke your aid. Amen.
M.C.

Being
there
is why
I’m here.
WARM WELCOME...Mountainside’s Levi Cory House Village Shop will be
open on November 8, 9, 22 and 23, and December 13, 14, 15, 20 and 21, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Visitors are invited to check out the unique holiday, gift and
household items displayed beautifully in this historic setting. The Levi Cory House
is located on Constitution Plaza.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

®

Healing Project Seminar To
Address Conflict Resolution
WESTFIELD — The Catholic
Church of the Holy Trinity, located at
315 First Street, Westfield, welcomes
the community to an interactive seminar entitled “How to Disagree: Maintaining Personal and Community Relationships.” It will take place from
2:30 to 5 p.m. at the church on Sunday,
November 17, with check-in at 2 p.m.
At its inaugural event, The Healing
Project, a committee of professionals
and community members gathered
by the church, will serve as a channel
for peace, offering an open forum for
discussion and conflict resolution in
a safe, nonpartisan, nonjudgmental,
kind and courteous setting.
The Healing Project steering committee believes that the country and
community are under siege from
within. The committee cites significant division among people, noting
long-standing relationships are suffering and communication is often
broken.
“There is distrust of each other,
institutions, religious organizations,
and corporations. There is lack of
compromise and political bickering. The result is a palpable and
infectious ripple effect of tension.

Thank You for Your
Continued Support
of Local Journalism
goleader.com/form/subscribe

Our mission is to begin to soothe
and heal our community. We are all
human and have feelings, and we all
deserve to be heard without judgment. We must do better for ourselves and each other. Our future
depends on it,” according to a statement from the committee.
For registration and questions, email
TheHealingProjectNJ@gmail.com.

Whether you need a question
answered, a problem solved,
or a claim reported, my job
is to make it happen.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY.

P097193.1

State Farm, Home Oﬃce, Bloomington, IL

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

A FRACTION OF THE COST
OF TRADITIONAL DIVORCE
· Divorce Mediation
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL

1044 Route 22 W. Ste. 2 Mountainside, NJ 07092 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com e-mail: mrm@magaril.com
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COMING OVER THE HUMP...A mass of girls, left, and boys emerge from the “Hump” during the Union County Cross-Country Championships held at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 29. The Blue Devil boys captured first.

WF’S LOGGIA FINISHES 2ND, YUCETEPE FINISHES 4TH; SPF’S ZAMBRIO GETS 4TH, WF’S COLLINS FINISHES 7TH

Blue Devil Boys Capture 5th Straight XC Title, Girls Take 3rd
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite a damp and misty afternoon, defending its title was not a
problem for the Westfield High School
boys cross-country team that placed
six of its seven runners in the Top-10
to capture its fifth straight Union
County (UC) Championship on a
muddy track at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 29. It was the
Blue Devils’ 10th UC title in the last
11 years with only Summit claiming
the title in 2014. The Union Catholic
Vikings won the girls title, while the
Lady Blue Devils, who had owned
the title for the past three years, finished third.
The Blue Devil boys finished with
a total of 27 well ahead of the Summit Hilltoppers at 70. Union Catholic took third at 106, followed by
Governor Livingston at 129 and Oratory Prep at 147. The Viking girls
had a tougher time grabbing the title

but finished with a 51 total ahead of
Summit at 61, while the Blue Devils
totaled 74. Kent Place took fourth at
110, followed by New Providence at
153 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
167. The Cranford Cougars placed
ninth with a total of 246.
Blue Devil senior Will Loggia ran
a tight race throughout and crossed
the line second at 16:21 behind
Oratory’s Maximus Russo, who finished in 16:18. Viking Myles Plummer
crossed third at 16:25.
“I have to give Max Russo credit
for running an awesome title defense.
He won the county title last year. He
came in prepared. It was an honor to
race the guy, who put so much into
this race. He knew that I prepared as
much as I could. I knew that he prepared. Also Myles Plummer from
Union Catholic ran great. It was a
pure battle of people who have dedicated their lifestyle so we can have a
great showing here at the county meet.

It says a lot about what you can do if
you have a passion for something,”
Loggia expressed.
Blue Devil senior Kevin Yucetepe
finished fourth at 16:32. After Chris
Cadmus of New Providence crossed
the line fifth at 16:43, a host of four
Blue Devils flooded the line next
with senior Jack Maranz at 16:48,
junior Will McGlynn at 17:00, senior
Zach Spergel at 17:02 and senior Alex
Maurillo at 17:05. The seventh Blue
Devil, senior Jon Givelber, finished
13th at 17:13. Raiders Miles Roper at
18:00 and Peter Shih at 18:05 finished 29-31.
“I just wanted to go with the pack
today. All seven of us were rolling
together. You know naturally the race
just opened up, so I tried to move up
with the leaders and it worked out. I
just tried to keep up with them for as
long as I could. The last mile I closed
that gap down that opened during the
second mile. I am satisfied with how

I ran but more importantly, the team
got the victory,” Yucetepe said.
“The strategy for today was just to
stay with the front of the pack and just
leaving it all out there. See what can
happen. Obviously the priority was a

team win and the guys on the team all
ran well,” Loggia added.
But the weather was also a concern. “Coming in on a day when it’s
rainy, you have to take a different
approach. You got to be a little more

conservative. You look down every
now and then to see where the puddles
are. You try to go around those and
any loose debris. It’s Fall, so leaves
and branches haven’t been cleaned
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

L. KLURMAN NETS 2 GOALS; LEY, PRICE 1 GOAL EACH

Raiders Shut Out Blue Devils
In Girls Soccer Semifinal, 4-0
2, Group 4 Tournament game with
third-seeded Westfield in Scotch
Plains on November 4. The Raiders
scored three goals in the first half and
garnished it with numerous assaults
on Blue Devil turf then added a fourth
goal, along with additional attacks, to

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No doubt about it! The secondseeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team was on a
mission and refused to let up until the
very end in its North Jersey, Section

MURRAY GOAL, ASST; KORZENESKI, MONTAGUE SCORE

emerge with a 4-0 victory and an
opportunity to host the championship
game against the Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers who knocked off top-seeded
North Hunterdon, 3-2.
From the ref’s opening whistle, the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Cougars Fend Off Wolfpack
In Girls Soccer Quarters, 3-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relaxation and smooth sailing was
not in the cards when the secondseeded Cranford High School girls
soccer team hosted the seventh-seeded
West Morris Central Wolfpack at
Memorial Field on Halloween Eve,
October 31, in the quarterfinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament. Just after Cranford
would score a goal, things would get
spooky as the Wolfpack would come
snapping back with one of their own
but the Cougars got the final chunk
with a 3-2 victory.
The 15-3-2 Cougars controlled the
pace for the vast majority of the first
20 minutes and scored the first goal
when senior forward Maggie Murray

went over to the side but they were all
close, a lot of good efforts to get it,”
Murray said.
The Cougars also kept up the pressure in the second half and nearly
scored when Murray ripped a rightto-left cross into the box where
Korzeneski got her head on the ball
but just missed to the left of the far
post.
“I saw Maggie look up and I knew
it was coming. And I missed it with
my head. It went right next to it [far
post],” Korzeneski explained.
Minutes later the Murray-toKorzeneski combination did work.
This time, Murray had possession in
the middle, spotted Korzeneski and
tapped a perfect lead to her.

lofted a corner kick from the left side
into the box where senior midfielder
Sophia Montague got a foot on it
which caused Wolfpack goalkeeper
Susan Whittemore to mishandle it as
it slipped over the goal line.
But the Wolfpack became very stubborn in the midfield and answered
with a goal by freshman Delaney
Smith on an assist from Alexa
Murawski to knot the score. However, the Cougars got several more
opportunities with more corner kicks
from Murray and one from sophomore attacker Riley Korzeneski to go
with some all out frontal attacks but
the score remained the same until
halftime.
“We had a lot of heads on the ball.
We really didn’t get it to the goal. A lot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER A LOOSE BALL...Blue Devil Grace Lanza, No. 8, and Raider Holly Nelson, No. 10, go after a loose ball
during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinal game in Scotch Plains on November 4.
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Westfield Woods

Patrick A. Manfra Jr, Broker Sales Associate
908.370.1046 Cell
908.233.0065 Oĸce

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-578-3812
beth.sullivan@cbmoves.com

800 Dartmoor, Westfield
5 Bed, 3 Bath

CALL FOR A
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CREATING CHAOS IN THE BOX...Cougar Sophia Montague, left, creates chaos in the Wolfpack goal area which gave
Cranford a 1-0 lead en route to a 3-2 victory in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament at Cranford.
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real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real
estate brokers.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

1315 Brich Hill Road, Mountainside
4 Bed, 2 Bath

600 North Avenue West, Westfield
Office: 908-233-0065

©2019 DBA. All Rights Reserved. DBA fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker RealEstateLLC.
**Information based upon total production through 1/1/19-9/30/2019 for all Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage agents of New Jersey & Rockland County New York
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Frage’s 3 Int. Helps Colonia
Blue Devils Handle Chiefs, 2-1, Crush Raider Gridders, 35-6
In Boys Soccer Quarterfinals
BLAKE, BERTCH NET GOALS; FRIEDBERG KEY SAVES

By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Smooth sailing received a bit of a
jolt late in the first half of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament quarterfinal game held at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on November 1
when the sixth-seeded Piscataway
Chiefs were awarded a penalty kick
and made good on it, but the secondseeded Westfield High School boys
soccer team kept up the pressure to
hold onto a 2-1 victory.
With the exception of several
spooky short-lived surges from the

Chiefs’ attack force, the Blue Devils
were in charge the vast majority of the
game. When the Chiefs did surge,
Blue Devil defenders Elias
Carayannopoulos, Eric Ellner and
Jack Kelesglu were on the spot to turn
the ball in the other direction. When
the Chiefs did get past the defenders,
goalkeeper Ryan Friedberg was there
to make the stops.
“Eli and Eric have developed a
relationship on the field that has done
very well for us. They put themselves
the last two years being comfortable,
knowing each others’ strengths and

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTAINING A CHIEF...Blue Devil Andrew Silber sticks close to a Piscataway
Chief during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 quarterfinal game.

weaknesses. They help each other
and cover each other. That’s why we
have given up few goals because of
those two in the middle and Ryan
behind them. Three is very tough to
break down. When those two get broken down, Ryan comes up big,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw explained.
“Yesterday in practice, we watched
a little bit of Piscataway on field. We
realized that 6 and 7 were their main
guys up top. We knew we had to be a
little conservative in playing defense
against them. Also we knew that they
like to play balls over the top, so on
counter attacks, we make sure we
wouldn’t let them get on Ryan in
goal,” Carayannopoulos said.
Within the first four minutes, Blue
Devil junior Matt Blake rushed to a
deflection off a defender and ripped a
short right-to-left shot into the goal.
“We have been practicing finishing
all month long. When the ball popped
out to me, it was second nature on the
corner and I placed it. I think it was a
deflection off the defense,” Blake
described.
Just a few minutes later, Friedberg
made a leaping save. It would be the
first of seven key saves. The Blue
Devils answered with multiple
shellings of the Piscataway goal by
Jeremy Silber, Chris Giglio, Sean
Hazard and Kelesglu, who charged
forward from the backfield.
Then with 22:54 left in the half,
Max Rokshar lofted a shot into the
box and AJ Bertch charged from the
outside and connected for a 2-0
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

WIDMAN SCORES IN 1ST HALF, MURPHY IN 2ND HALF

Raider Boys Advance to Semi;
Top Plainfield Soccer Boys, 2-0
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ryan Widman and Owen Murphy
each scored goals to lead secondseeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood to a
2-0 victory over 10th-seeded
Plainfield in the quarterfinal round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament played on November 1,
in Scotch Plains. Widman’s goal came
in the 27th minute. Murphy’s secondhalf goal in the 74th minute gave the
Raiders firm control of the contest.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will play
number three seeded Westfield in the
semifinal round.
To make it to the semifinal round,
the Raiders had to fight through a
tough opponent in Plainfield, while
dealing with a stiff wind that plagued
both teams on a very blustery day.
“This was a good team win for us,”
said Murphy. “I’ve played four years
and I’ve played Plainfield in the state
tournament three times, so I know

who they are, I know what they are
about and they are definitely going to
put up a fight every single game. We
came out ready today. They like to
foul. They like to get under your skin.
They are a scrappy team. We got the
job done in the end.”
The two familiar foes battled to a
scoreless tie over the first 25 minutes
of play. The Raiders finally broke
through when Alvaro Furfaro played
a ball to Widman. The senior captain
describes what happened next.
“The ball came to my feet. I picked
my head up, I knew I had some time.
I had one, maybe five minutes before
that where I took a little too long to get
it to where I wanted it to go, so I tried
to just forget about that. I tried to pick
out the bottom corner and luckily I
got it there.”
Widman’s goal gave the Raiders
strategic control of the game. The
wind made advancing the ball through
the air a very difficult endeavor.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Plainfield seemed to struggle with the
elements more than the home team.
“Once you get a team like that down,
it’s kind of hard for them to get back,
especially against us, they were kind
of sitting back a little bit,” said
Widman. “It’s really important to get
that first goal, especially for our confidence because we haven’t been able
to score that first goal. Once we get
that early one, it just raises our level a
lot, so I think it was really important.”
In the second half, Scotch PlainsFanwood played to protect the lead
while looking for scoring opportunities. Plainfield had a couple of good
scoring opportunities with Anthony
Pons missing just wide in the 68th
minute. Then Manuel Zuniga’s leftfooted try was stopped by Raider goalkeeper Dan Coyle in the 71st minute.
The Raider got the important insurance goal it needed in the 74th minute
off of the foot of Owen Murphy.
“We lost it at first, then we got it
back,” said Murphy of the goal. “I
think it might have been [Chris] Vinci
who did a good job of touching it. He
played it back to me and I had some
space in front of me, so I dribbled up
played it to Nkem [Okorie] and Nkem
did a fantastic job of just laying it
right back in front of me. I took a
touch, looked up and slotted away. It
kind of put a dagger in them and sent
us to the next round. It always feels
good to score a goal but it always
feels good to contribute to a state
tournament win.”
The Raiders get Westfield in the
semifinal set for November 5 in Scotch
Plains. The two teams are very, very
familiar with one another. Their local
rivalry and history of great games
gives this showdown an extra special
flavor.
“We’ve still got four more to go,”
said Murphy. “If we don’t get the next
one, we’re done and that is the end of
our careers for a lot of us. We don’t
want that to happen.”
Widman agreed.
“We all set out at the start of the
season to win a state championship.
Four games sounds easy but with some
of the teams we are going to go against,
we’ll have a good test every time.
We’ll have one of the best teams in the
state waiting for us if we can get past
the next round. We have to focus on
the next game and not look to far
ahead.”
There is little question that Scotch
Plains-Fanwood is rounding into
shape at the right time. The Raider
overall record of 11-7-3 may not look
all that great at first glance but there is
a reason why they are the No. 2 seed.
“People can argue all they want to
argue, but we play one of the toughest
schedules in the entire state,” said
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky. “Now
it’s within our county and within our
conference, we have Westfield the
third time, had Plainfield the third
time, and already played Elizabeth
three times and could be four. We’re
tested with the difficult schedule that
we play, and that’s not by accident,
that’s by design. We don’t have very
many weak teams on our schedule.”
Plainfield
Sc Pl-Fanwood

0
1

0
1

0
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Running back Matt Croteau ran for
three touchdowns and Jimmy Frage
intercepted three first-half passes to
lead Colonia to a 35-6 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on November 2 at Scotch Plains. The game was
a match between two .500 teams hoping to qualify for the state playoffs
with a victory in Saturday’s match.
Colonia proved to be the better team
on this day.
“We were trying to get into the
playoffs and you know what, a lot of
people weren’t ready for us to win
four games,” said Raider Head Coach
Austin Holman. “Today we just
weren’t ready to crack into the playoffs. We are a team still up on the rise.
Eventually we’re going to get there.
We’ve got good, solid people and we
are ‘gonna’ keep fighting.”
Colonia forced a three-and-out on
the Raiders’first offensive series. After
the punt, Colonia took possession at
their own 27. From there, the Patriots
embarked on a 12-play, 73-yard march
that culminated with Croteau bursting through the left side of the line and
into the end zone from seven yards
out for a 7-0 lead. The drive took 6:33
to complete and featured three third
down conversions by the Patriots.
Croteau’s touchdown run came on a
fourth-and-two situation.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood got great
field position to start its next offensive series. A short kickoff combined
with a personal foul by the kicking
team allowed the Raiders to take over
at the Colonia 40-yard line. But the
Raiders could not produce a first
down. On fourth-and-two at the
Colonia 32, QB Hayden Widder was
sacked for a loss by Colonia’s Tejpal
Randhawa.
Colonia took over at its 35-yard
line to start their second offensive
series It took the Patriots just one play
to score this time with QB Josh
Oluremi hooking up on a deep strike
to flanker Kenny Shinski for a 65yard touchdown and a 14-0 lead with
two minutes remaining in the first
quarter. Shinski got behind the Raider
secondary and hauled in Oluremi’s
perfect pass down the right sideline
before running the remaining 30 yards
into the end zone.
The Raider defense simply was

unable to stop Colonia’s dual threat
offense and for the most part, their
offense could not move the ball against
the Patriot defense. This would be a
scenario that repeated itself throughout the game.
Disaster struck for the Raiders on
their next series when Widder sprinted
right then tried to hit Camden Ricci in
the flat. But Frage jumped the route
and intercepted the ball then returned
it to the Raider 12-yard line. Three
plays later on the first play of the
second quarter, Oluremi sneaked the
ball into the end zone from one-yard
out to make the score 21-0.
Two plays later, Frage came up
with is second interception when
Widder tried to float a pass over him
to Charlie Levine. Frage leaped high
into the air and snagged the ball before coming down with it at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 35-yard line. On a
second-and-one from the 26-yard line,
Moreau took a handoff and raced
untouched through the middle of the
Raider defense for another touchdown, his second of the game which
gave Colonia a 28-0 lead with 9:35
left before the half.
Three minutes later, Frage nabbed
his third pick. This time he wrestled
the ball away from Raider WR Justin
Clark giving Colonia possession at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 35-yard line.
“We both had it. I just wanted it
more. So I ripped it out and started
running.,” said Frage of his third interception. “Our coach just put us in
the right position on those plays. He is
helping us succeed and he made the
right call.”
The Raider defense stiffened though
and kept Colonia from scoring again
before the half. The teams went to the
half with Colonia holding a 28-0 lead.
Any hopes of a Raider rally died on
their first series of the second half.
The Raiders attempted an unsuccessful pooch kick to start the third quarter but once again the defense held.
The Raiders got the ball back at their
13-yard line after a punt. But on their
second play from scrimmage, Levine
caught a short pass but was stripped
of the ball by Frage. Colonia’s Jerry
Charles recovered and the Patriots
were in business at the Raider 27yard line.
On their first play, Moreau took a
handoff up the middle, bounced off a

pair of Raider tacklers and ran the ball
into the right corner of the end zone
for a 27-yard touchdown and a 35-0
lead with 7:04 left in the third quarter.
Scotch Plains finally got on the
board in the fourth quarter when
Shawn Martin ran in for a touchdown
from three yards out, spoiling the
shutout.
Although both teams entered with
identical 4-4 records, they got there
from different directions. The Raiders struggled through three straight
one-win seasons, while Colonia has
been a perennial playoff team. Raider
Coach Holman actually spent a season on the Colonia staff but his familiarity with their offensive sets and
tendencies did little to help his defense on this day. His presence on the
sideline also seemed to motivate
Colonia players.
“This win means a lot to us,” said
Frage. “Colonia football is a very
prideful team. We have just had to
keep our heads up all season no matter what. We fought hard and we were
always trying to make the playoffs. It
has been ten years straight. There was
a little extra motive there since Mr.
Holman is coaching this team. We
just had to give it to our old friend and
we got out there and did what we had
to do.”
For the Raiders, the result of the
game was a bitter pill to swallow after
they had managed to even their record
at .500 for the first time in five seasons. The Raiders will now wait to
learn who their opponents will be in a
consolation game set for the weekend.
“We’re competitors,” said Holman.
“They want to win and make the playoffs. Every kid wants a shot to play at
MetLife or Rutgers Stadium and play
for it all. This week we’re treating this
next game like it is a championship
game. It will be the last game for some
of our seniors, like Justin Clark and
Jake Hahn. We’re going to give it
everything we’ve got to send them off
right. We may not end up with a
winning season after this but you know
what, .500 is going to be like a championship for us. So we are going to
win this championship coming up and
send those off the right way and be
ready to come back for the future.”
Colonia
Sc Pl-Fanwood
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Cougars Fend Off Wolfpack in Girls Soccer, 3-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Korzeneski did the rest to give the
Cougars a 2-1 lead.
“I just heard her yell, ‘Riley’ and I
knew where she was playing it. It was
a perfect ball right between the defenders and all I had to do was shoot
it. I was in the 18 [box] I think,”
Korzeneski recalled.
“I was in the center and I checked
back for the ball. I knew Riley was
getting that run behind, so I turned
and one-touched it right away, knowSHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003411
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021380-18
Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS, INC.,
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH RAGONESE, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE
OF LINDA M. RAGONESE A/K/A LINDA MARIE
RAGONESE A/K/A LINDA RAGONESE;
CONNIE RAGONESE; LINDA ATKINSON;
JEFFERY ATKINSON; CARL BENJAMIN
RAGONESE; MRS. RAGONESE SPOUSE OF
CARL BENJAMIN RAGONESE; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 11/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/08/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty Thousand Seven Hundred Seven and 13/
100*** $380,707.13.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of GARWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 529-531 WILLOW AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.
Tax LOT 7, 8 FKA 233 AND 234; BLOCK 305
FKA 8.
Dimensions of Lot: 30 feet wide by 100 feet
long.
Nearest Cross Street: West Street.
*SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MUNICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, INSURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER ADVANCES MADE BY PLAINTIFF PRIOR TO THIS
SALE. ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE TO
CONDUCT AND RELY UPON THEIR OWN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY OUTSTANDING INTEREST REMAIN OF RECORD AND/
OR HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE LIEN BEING
FORECLOSED AND, IF SO THE CURRENT
AMOUNT DUE THEREON.
• 2018 Taxes: $1,109.36 BILLED; $568.12
OPEN PLUS PENALTY; $541.24 PAID.
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $277.34 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY.
• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $277.34 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY.
• 2019 Qtr 3 Due: 08/01/2019 $289.44 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; ESTIMATED TAX BILL.
• 2019 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2019 $289.43 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $283.39 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $283.39 OPEN
• Water: PRIVATE.
• Sewer: Included with Taxes.
For sale information, please visit Auction, at
www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Ninety-Two
Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Seven and 99/
100*** $392,857.99 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 10/17, 10/24, 10/31
& 11/07/19
Fee: $242.76

ing Riley would make that run,”
Murray added.
Back came the 9-7-1 Wolfpack.
With a big scramble at midfield, Grace
Finlay booted the ball into Cougar
turf where senior Bridget Moylan
sprinted past the defenders to set up a
one-on-one with goalkeeper Amanda
Vath and successfully drilled the ball
into the left corner to knot the score.
The Wolfpack’s score only seemed
to fuel the desires of the Cougars.
Another battle at midfield ensued
where a Wolfpack middie booted a
pointblank shot that deflected off
Cougar defender Morgan Heim’s face
and sailed into West Morris territory
where Murray got to it and scored the
go-ahead goal.
“Morgan didn’t even stop. It looked
like it didn’t even affect her but she
played through that and that is what
wins games no matter what. Then
Aileen [McGovern] got a touch and I
just had a one-on-one with the goalie,”
Murray explained.
Proving that she was not fazed, Heim
later banged a shot off the crossbar as
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003448
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018610-18
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR BLUEWATER INVESTMENT
TRUST 2017-1
VS.
Defendant: DAVID K. FERRELL II PATRICIA
HUZAR FERRELL A/K/A PATRICIA FERRELL,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 45 MILLBURN
ASSOCIATES LLC, AND FORD MOTOR
CREDIT COMPANY LLC
Sale Date: 11/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 06/19/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty-Four Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Three
and 61/100*** $624,153.61.
Property to be sold is located in the Borough of
Mountainside, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 212 Glen Road,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
Tax Lot(s): 23, in Block: 24.06 fka 24F.
Dimensions (Approximately): 0.350 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Mill Lane.
First Mortgage
Mortgagor: Patricia H. Ferrell and David Ferrell
Mortgagee: Fleet National Bank.
Amount: $100,000.00.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Forty-Six Thousand Five Hundred Sixteen and 88/100***
$646,516.88 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
1325 FRANKLIN AVENUE
SUITE 230
GARDEN CITY NEW YORK 11530
(212) 471-5100
4 T - 10/24, 10/31, 11/07
& 11/14/19
Fee: $177.48

the Cougars continued to apply the
pressure until the clock ticked to zero.
“What’s funny! I think right after
that or before that Morgan Heim hit
the crossbar,” commented Cougar
Head Coach Andrew Gagliardo.
“They were a strong team. They are
very physical and they kept tying it
back up, which is like a momentum
for them. We weren’t stepping down.
We didn’t let that get in our head. We
just kept moving forward,” Murray
said.
“Overall I thought we played a good
game. I thought West Morris brought
it today. They were a good, solid
hard-working team. [No.] 14 was
solid, 6 was solid in the middle. They
definitely gave us a few minutes of
momentum shift for sure but we told
the girls that once we got the momentum back in the second half, I really
don’t think we let it go and we were
possessing very well. I thought we
were moving up the field as a team
very well. There were three or four
more opportunities we could have put
away. We didn’t do it today but I am
really happy with that result. We
played a good team game today,”
Coach Gagliardo said.
“We didn’t give up at all. They kept
coming back and we were very resilient. I think that’s what’s good for us
moving forward to know that we can
play the whole 80 minutes, even 100
minutes if we need to without stepping down,” Murray said.
“We definitely needed that. It motivates us to play better,” Korzeneski
added.
The Cougars hosted third-seeded
Middletown North, 3-2 winners over
Summit, on November 4 and emerged
with an 8-3 victory getting four goals
and an assist from Korzeneski.
Murray and LaurenTeel each had a
goal and an assist. Zoe Trotta and
Nellie Clark each scored once.
Brooke Swandrak and Madison
Flynn each had an assist.
West Morris
Cranford
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A115(1)(dd) to Innovative Interfaces Inc. This
Contract and Resolution No. 2019-362
authorizing said Contract are available for
public inspection at the Office of the Township Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Innovative Interfaces
Inc., 1900 Powell Street, Suite 400,
Emeryville, California 94608
SERVICE: Acquisition of Software Maintenance for Inventory Management at the
Cranford Public Library
FEE: $19,559.72
DATE: October 29, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

SHAPIRO HITS ROONEY FOR 2 TDS, CZARNECKI 1 TD

North Brunswick Holds Back
Blue Devils in Football, 38-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unyielding defensive line plays that
held the Blue Devils’ running game to
negative yardage and an offensive
line that opened adequate holes for its
running game earned the 10th-ranked
North Brunswick Raiders a 38-21 victory over the Westfield Blue Devils at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on November 2. The contest was much
tighter than the score indicated as the
8-1 Raiders capitalized on three timely
opportunities to keep the 5-3 Blue
Devils at bay.
North Brunswick’s defense sacked
Blue Devil quarterback Hank Shapiro
four times, forced him twice for intentional grounding and caused him to
fumble once very late in the fourth
quarter that resulted in a 61-yard recovery for a touchdown by Tyrell
Pereira that sealed the victory.
“We knew their D-line was going to
be good with a lot of talented kids on
that side. Their O-line was good too.
We thought our D-line and offensive
line were going to be able to hold up.
We didn’t do enough to get it done,
Blue Devil co-captain Declan
McCauley said.

“We knew they had a lot of
playmakers on offense and we said all
we can do is not give up big plays but
unfortunately we didn’t do enough
today. They kind of ran over us at the
end. We got to get back to work Monday get back at it,” co-captain Will
Kessler added.
Due to the nature of the game,
Shapiro however put up huge numbers
in the passing game to finish with 22
completions in 33 attempts for 290
yards, including respective touchdown
strikes of 38 yards and 30 yards to
senior Griffin Rooney, who finished
with eight receptions for 109 yards,
and a 45-yard touchdown pass to John
Czarnecki, who had six receptions for
105 yards. Nick Martini had four receptions for 44 yards, Tim Alliegro
had three for 24 yards and Mike
Constantinou had one for eight yards.
North Brunswick quarterback Mike
Baradhi (3 rushes, 23 yards) made good
use of three running backs but none
more than Myles Bailey, who kept hammering into the Blue Devil defense to
finish with 150 yards on 29 carries,
which included a three-yard touchdown
run. Chris Arnold had nine carries for
25 yards, including a one-yard touch-

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUGGLING ACT FOR A TD...Blue Devil Griffin Rooney, No. 17, comes up with
the ball in the end zone after performing quite a juggling act.

down and Dahvey Hicks carried six
times for 77 yards, which included a
backbreaking 61-yard touchdown run
late in the fourth quarter.
The Blue Devil defense held the Raiders on their first series forcing a punt
that came to rest on the Westfield 17.
But the Blue Devils went nowhere and
had to punt from their end zone. The
Raiders got great field position at the
Westfield 44 and took six plays to make
up the yardage when Arnold bashed in
from the one to make the score 7-0 with
4:54 left in the first quarter.
Rooney received the ensuing kickoff at the 13 and returned it to the 37.
Shapiro hooked up with Czarnecki
for 18 yards to the Raider 45. Then
scrambling to his right, Shapiro spotted Czarnecki sprinting down the right
sideline and hit him on the run for the
touchdown to knot the score only 47
seconds after the Raiders’ score.
North Brunswick caught a huge
break when Jaiquil Boyd recovered
Alliegro’s fumble on the Westfield 28
but the Blue Devils’ defense demonstrated their toughness and stopped
the Raiders at the 23. The Raiders
were tough too and Westfield punted
to the Raider 40 where Hicks returned
it to the Blue Devil 22. On the fourth
play, North Brunswick had to settle
for a 33-yard field goal from Justin
Batt with 6:08 left in the half.
Later in the quarter a Blue Devil
punt went out at the North Brunswick
19. Time was ticking away as the
Raiders took seven plays to get to the
Westfield 47 but Baradhi tossed a
short pass over the middle to Marquis
Perry, who broke free and managed to
get into the end zone with just 24
seconds on the clock.
“It was a team effort but with some
blown assignments. We just got to
look at the film, be there mentally and
know what we are doing,” Kessler
suggested.
In the third quarter, the Blue Devils
struck back to cover 66 yards on just
three plays, which was concluded with
Rooney’s miraculous 38-yard touchCONTINUED ON PAGE 13

KATZ, DeMARINO 2 TD RUNS EACH; KALNINS TD CATCH

Cougars Bounce Back; Startle
Hilltopper Footballers, 35-20
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having experienced a disappointing 34-21 setback to the North
Hunterdon Lions in an effort to get a
share of the Raritan Division title the
week before did not deter the Cranford
High School football Cougars when
they traveled to face the then 6-1
Summit Hilltoppers on November 2.
Holding a slim 21-20 lead, the determined 5-3 Cougars scored two fourthquarter touchdowns to stagger the
Hilltoppers, 35-20.
Last year the Cougars did the same
thing when they were humiliated by
the Somerville Pioneers then quickly
recovered to dethrone the then undefeated Hilltoppers, 25-12, in Cranford.
It was their best team performance to
date, especially in the second half
when they held Summit scoreless, but
they would later turn in their best
performance with a 30-12 thrashing
of the Linden Tigers in the first round
of the playoffs.
The Hilltoppers came into the game
with wins over Roselle (45-14), North
Plainfield (57-36), Somerville (2316), Governor Livingston (50-0),
Warren Hills (forfeit) and Voorhees
(52-8). Their only loss was to Rahway
(41-23). The Cougars’two other losses
were to Somerville and Rahway.
The Cougars recorded 372 total
yards with senior quarterback Connor
Katz completing 13 of 22 passes for
144 yards, including a 12-yard touchdown pass to senior Mike Kalnins,
who had four receptions for 31 yards.
Anthony DeCostello had four receptions for 68 yards, Jake DeClerico had
two grabs for 15 yards, Arjun Petgrave
had two receptions for eight yards and
Cole Blazek had one for 12 yards.
Of the 228 rushing yards, DeMarino
had a career day, carrying 22 times for
164 yards, which included respective
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF NEW TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE MEETING TIME
Please take notice that the Township
Committee Workshop Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at
7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, has been rescheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. Formal Action may be taken at this meeting.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
2 T - 10/31/19
& 11/07/19, The Leader
Fee: $62.00

fourth-quarter touchdown runs of
eight yards and 43 yards. Katz carried
20 times for 55 yards and two touchdowns. Marcus Johnson carried four
times for nine yards.
The Cougars’ defense limited the
Hilltopper running game to just 57
yards and running back Joe Lisardi
had 40 of them on nine carries, which
included a three-yard touchdown run.
Hilltopper quarterback Sam Roberts
completed eight passes for 182 yards,
which included touchdown strikes of
11 yards and 35 yards to John Fischetti,
who finished with three receptions
for 79 yards. Matty Goldblatt had two
receptions for 35 yards and Andre
Campbell had a 45-yard reception.
Kalnins scored early in the first
quarter with his 12-yard reception
from Katz and Diar Dautaga kicked
the first of his five points after touchdown (PAT). Roberts answered with
an 11-yard touchdown pass to
Fischetti and the two-point conversion run by Lusardi was good for an 87 lead. Summit upped its lead to 14-7
late in the first quarter on Lusardi’s
three-yard scoot into the end zone.
The two-point conversion failed.
After neither team could find the
end zone in the second quarter, Katz
knotted the score, 14-14, with a fouryard run early in the third quarter.
Summit regained the lead, 20-14, in
the quarter when Fischetti burst into
the end zone to complete a 33-yard
touchdown reception. The two-point
conversion failed. However the Cougars struck back just before the fourth
quarter when Katz slipped in from the
one-yard line to make the score 21-20.

The fourth quarter belonged to the
Cougars and DeMartino when he
scored first with his eight-yard run
and sealed the victory with his 43yard breakaway touchdown run.
Defensively for the Cougars, Nate
Caldwell was involved in eight tackles, including a sack and a throw for a
loss (TFL). Jake Chapman had nine
tackles. Matt Coates recorded six tackles, including a sack and a TFL. Kevin
Keogh had five tackles. Garrett Lynch
(fumble recovery) and Liam Loughlin
each had three tackles, including a
sack and a TFL. Nick Librera had
three tackles as did Blazek, who also
had a TFL. Evan Kanterman recorded
four tackles and Tom Korzeneski recovered a fumble.
The fifth-seeded Cougars were
scheduled to face fourth-seeded
Irvington in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 1, Group 4 Tournament in Irvington on Saturday,
November 9, at 4 p.m.
Cranford
Summit

7
14

0 14 14
0 6 0

35
20

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLASHING ONCE AGAIN...Raider Corinne Lyght, left, and Blue Devil Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 17, clash for the ball during
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 game in Scotch Plains on November 5. The Raider won 4-0.

Raiders Shut Out Blue Devils in Soccer Semis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

16-2-2 Raiders forced the 10-4-6 Blue
Devils into a back peddling mode.
Center midfielder Lizzy Ley tapped
the ball to junior Corinne Lyght and
charged to the middle of the box.
Lyght returned the favor and Ley
drilled the ball past Blue Devil Erin
Harris for the first score with 32:21
on the clock.
“Mr. Ewing [Head Coach] was
stressing having a killer instinct and
typically I would just try to find
Corinne or someone up top. But now
I had my mindset that I could finish a
ball too. They double-teamed Corinne
a lot, so I looked and would feed it off
to her and get it back quickly so I
could ping it in,” Ley explained.
Twenty-one minutes later Katarina
Zikas lofted a ball from near midfield
into sophomore Leah Klurman who
skid the ball past the charging Harris
to put the Raiders up 2-0.
“Kat [Zikas] always delivers when
she needs to. It was an amazing cross
again. I knew I had to get there and get
my toe on it. I kind of slid and I saw
the goalie coming out and I poked it
right behind her,” Klurman described.
Seven minutes later it was Raider
Faith Price’s turn and she made good on
it after Ley launched a corner kick from
the right side into a mob at the box.
The No. 7 Raiders continued their
fury throughout the second half but
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, October 28, 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the adoption of
Resolution 19-11, recommending further
action by the Township Council by endorsing the Snuffy Pantagis Redevelopment
Plan. The Resolution memorializing said
approval was duly presented and adopted
by said Planning Board and a copy has
been filed in the office of the Planning
Board and/or the office of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Clerk and is available for public
inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Administrator
1 T - 11/07/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $17.34

Westfield
Sc Pl-Fanwood

0
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TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, October 28, 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the adoption of
Resolution 19-10, adopting an Amendment to the Master Plan to accomplish
rezoning of a certain parcel located at
2650 Route 22 (Block 5503, Lot 1). The
Resolution memorializing said approval
was duly presented and adopted by said
Planning Board and a copy has been filed
in the office of the Planning Board and/or
the office of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Clerk and is available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Administrator
1 T - 11/07/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

Goods & Services Directory
OLIVER A

PAVING

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

CONTRACTOR: Universal Services,
LLC, 30 Green Lane, Succasunna, New
Jersey 07876
NATURE OF SERVICES: Purchase of
one (1) firewood super splitter
DURATION: 2019
AMOUNT: $97,956.00 charged to Special Ordinance 2217, Account No. C-0719-221-7A4, under Purchase Order #1903986.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

AWARDED TO: Mott MacDonald, 412
Mount Kemble Avenue, Suite G22,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
SERVICE: Engineering Services in Connection with the Desilting of the Rahway
River and Replacement of Dam Gates at
Droescher’s Dam and Hansel Dam
FEE: Not to Exceed $ 48,500.00
DATE: October 29, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

should have won that game and this
was such a good opportunity to do
what should have happened before,”
Ley answered.
We were so mad about obviously
counties. We knew we should have
won. We were the better team and we
know that. We know that we had to
come out and show that. It doesn’t
matter if you are the better team. If you
don’t play like you are then you are not.
We played like we should have played.
We connected passes. We finished our
opportunities and we did what we had
to do to beat them,” Price said.
“The team did a really good job of
pressuring them. We knew we couldn’t
let one goal up because then they
would have confidence to come back
and we couldn’t let that happen. Our
defense played amazing. We had an
injured player and a person who
doesn’t even play stepped in and did
amazing. That’s really important to
the team,” Klurman said.
Looking forward to their championship game with BridgewaterRaritan, Price said, “We just found
out that Bridgewater-Raritan beat
North Hunterdon, so we will be playing home on Thursday. I think if we
play exactly like we did today and we
keep our confidence up and we keep
this momentum, we should have no
problem”
“It’s all about keeping the killer
instinct mindset and looking to finish,
no matter how you score, just score
right away,” Ley emphasized.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a contract to Mott MacDonald pursuant to
the “fair and open” process in accordance
with N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq. This Contract and Resolution No. 2019-375 authorizing said Contract are available for public
inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

despite all the pressure were unable to
score until midfielder Georgi Vacca
brought the ball down the middle and
crossed to Klurman, who was gliding
down the right side. From there,
Klurman hooked a 25-yard, right-toleft shot just over Harris’ reach for the
final score with 4:16 remaining.
“Georgi was dribbling up the
middle. She placed it right in front of
me. It couldn’t have been a more
perfect ball. I took a touch and hit it in.
I had missed a few before and I just
knew what was the goalie’s weakness
and tried to shoot it over her head,”
Klurman recalled.
The Raiders’ very successful mission may have been a cause and effect
from the Union County Tournament
semifinal match with the Blue Devils,
who advanced to the championship
via penalty-kick shootout.
“We really wanted to get revenge
for counties because we knew we

Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

Precision Painting Plus

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing in Interior Painting,
Wall Repair, Spackling,
Professional, Neat, Reliable
No job too small
Book me before the holidays!
Free estimates

908-400-5599

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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Devil’s Den

Blue Devil Boys Capture 5th Straight XC Title

Blue Devils Open
With Familiar Foe

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

up. The time doesn’t matter. It’s where
you finish in the race,” Yucetepe described.
Two weeks ago the Blue Devils
also won the conference meet but
Loggia, McGlynn and Maranz did
not compete.
“We had to sit out some meets.
After training for weeks, months, we
are always antsy to get out there an
race. It’s been a long season with
summer grinding and getting better
but we wanted to be at our best for the
rest of our season, including November and hopefully even a little longer
based on what we qualify for,” Loggia explained.
During preseason Head Coach
Chris Tafelski stressed in order to win
a Group title it is imperative to get a
runner in the top-6.
“It’s definitely really important to
have a guy, who what we call a low-6
who scores really well in the race. I
thought about that a lot over the summer as we talked about our team goals.
This is my senior season and I want to
put my all into this to see how well I
can go. With that vibe, I think a lot of
guys are buying in and I think we will
be able to put in a really good team
effort at these championship races,”
Loggia said.

Being that it is his senior year, Loggia is expecting to continue his talents
in college.
“The school I will be attending is
Boston University. I am really excited about that. My official visit there
was awesome. The school is amazing
but right now we got two more seasons [winter track, spring track] as
Blue Devils, so I am looking to closing them out strong,” Loggia answered.
But another big question is will he
be a Patriot or a Boston Red Sox fan?
“Definitely not! I am an Oakland
Raider fan. That’s my whole family.
That’s where my roots are. Go Raiders,” Loggia expressed.
In the girls varsity race, Viking
sophomore Abby Granrath crossed
the line first with a time of 19:10,
followed by teammate Leena Morant
at 19:14. Miranda Lorsbach (Kent
Place) finished third at 19:30 and SPF
Raider Olivia Zambrio, a senior, finished fourth at 19:35. After Viking
Kathryn Power at 19:44 and Summit’s
Laura Cota also at 19:44 finished 5-6,
junior Caroline Collins was the first
Blue Devil to cross with a time of
19:45. Clare Kelly (New Providence)
finished next at 19:47 and Blue Devil
junior Samantha Salz finished ninth

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CROSSING THE LINE SECOND...Blue Devil Will Loggia ran a tight race
throughout and crossed the line second at 16:21 behind Oratory’s Maximus
Russo, who finished in 16:18.

Westfield PAL D Defeats
Morristown Grid Kids, 6-0
The Westfield PAL Tackle Football
D team defeated Morristown, 6-0, to
cap a 7-1 regular-season record in the
NJSYFL American Conference.
Westfield will face Old Bridge in a
semifinal playoff match-up this Sunday.
Tailback Dylan Pardes provided
Westfield with all the offense they
needed when he scampered 58 yards
on Westfield’s first play from scrimmage.
Morristown shut down the
Westfield offense the rest of the game,
but the Westfield defense answered
with 15 tackles for losses. Middle
linebacker Anthony Narciso was all
over the field, as he led the defense
with an outstanding 11 tackles. Linebacker Tyson Varner and defensive
tackle Vincent Corso also had big
days on defense.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
MECHANICAL SUB CODE
FEE INCREASES
The following are the fees associated
with the implementation of the Mechanical
Sub Code adopted by the Department of
Community Affairs.
The fees shall be used with the Mechanical Sub Code form as outline in conformance with “N.J.A.C. 5:23- 3(d)) states that
the mechanical technical section is to be
used for existing R-3 and R5 structures
when mechanical equipment and other
related apparatuses are being installed.
O. Mechanical SubCode
Furnace and Central Air
Electrical $150.00
Mechanical $185.00
Boilers (all fuels) Central Air
Electrical $50.00
Mechanical $150
· Plumbing Back Flow $35.00
Gas Piping
Mechanical -

$100.00

Condensing Units
Electrical $50.00
Mechanical $35.00
Water Heater (Gas Fired)
Electrical $50.00 * (if provided
with power vent exhaust)
Mechanical $100.00 (Senior Citizens are exempt)
Water Heater (Electrical)
Electrical $50.00
Mechanical $100.00 (Senior Citizens are exempt)
Oil Piping Direct Replacement
Mechanical $100.00
Oil Tank Install/Removal
Mechanical $300.00 Installation
Mechanical $100.00 Removal
Only (No Charge if submitted with an oil to
gas conversion)
Heating Venting System
Direct Replacement
Mechanical $250.00
Duct System
Duct Replacement (existing building)
No Permit Required
New Installation
Mechanical $50.00 per $1000.00
Fire Place Logs
Direct Replacement
Mechanical $250.00
Emergency Generators
Electrical $225.00
Mechanical $350.00
Robert LaCosta,
Construction Code Official
1 T - 11/07/19, The Times Fee: $56.10

Head Coach Tony Borg said, “The
boys had a terrific regular season and
they are looking forward to the playoffs. We played Old Bridge twice in
the past two years and both games
came down to the last play of the
game. It should be a great game on
Sunday.”

at 19:50. Rounding off the top-10 was
Meghan Kelly (Summit) at 19:54.
Raider sophomore Gabby Crona
finished 11th at 20:01, while Blue
Devils Stacey Salz (freshman) at
20:08, sophomore Emily DeSarno at
20:18 and senior Grace Morgan at
21:17 finished 14-16-28. Raider
sophomore Lauren Hahn finished 30th
at 21:25.
The Blue Devil boys ran away with
the JV title and placed eight in the top11, which included sweeping the first
four places. Westfield had a total of
16, followed by Summit at 48. Union
Catholic was a distant third at 118,
followed by Oratory Prep at 124,
Elizabeth at 126 and Scotch PlainsFanwood at 129.
Charles Stock finished first with a
time of 17:27, followed by Ben Hacker
also at 17:27, Colman Scanlan at 17:36
and Sivaji Turimella at 17:42. Summit’s
Ted Robertson finished fifth at 17:49,
followed by Blue DevilAidan Kilbourn
at 17:51. Blue Devils Declan O’Connor
at 18:03, Justin Cheripka at 18:13 and
Spencer Hardin at 18:17 finished 810-11. Raiders Owen Higinbotham at
18:39 and Miles Singletary at 18:42
finished 18-21.
Summit took top honors in the JV
girls race with a total of 20, followed
by Union Catholic at 59 and Westfield
at 62. Cranford placed fifth at 156.
Blue Devil Maddy Learner crossed
first with a time of 21:00 but Summit’s
Stephanie Eliseo, Gwyn Gallagher,
Katie Marin, Nora Shields and Jessica Luo finished 2 through 6, respectively. Blue Devils Naia Tan at 22:29,
Sloane Slusher at 22:40 and Natalie
Vellaro at 23:06 finished 12-13-17.
In the two-mile freshman race,
Union Catholic swept the top-3 spots
and finished first with a total of 30,
followed by Westfield at 34. The Raiders took fourth at 124 and Cranford
took fifth at 132. Blue Devil Liam
Maurillo finished fourth at 12:45 and
teammates Dan Cortese at 12:57 and
Andrew Singer at 12:58 finished 6-7.
Blue Devils Owen Craig at 13:04, Jon
Scalia at 13:06, Lucas Buonopane at
13:07 and Tyler Richter at 13:15 finished 9-10-11-13.
The Blue Devil girls claimed the
top-5 spots to win the freshman race
with a total of 15, followed by Union
Catholic at 53 and Cranford at 66.
Blue Devil Jaylin Goncalves crossed
the line first with a time of 15:14,
followed by Melissa Fiorentino at
15:16, Bella Hill at 15:30, Catherine
Collins at 16:11 and Lauren Booher
at 16:15. Cranford Cougar Leila Cader
finished seventh at 16:35. Raiders
Lucy Burke at 17:16 and Ava
Mustacciulo at 17:18 finished 10-11.
Blue Devils Sasha Learner at 17:19
and Perry Tarleton at 17:20 finished
12-13 and Cougar Alyssa Bellante
finished 15th at 18:18.

SPF PAL Teams Prepare
For Upcoming Playoffs
This past Sunday, November 3, in
Scotch Plains at Tyson Field, the
Raider D team shut out West Orange,
7-0, and on November 2 in Clark, the
C team Raiders defeated Clark, 27-7.
Also on November 3, at Tyson Field,
the E team Raiders ended their season
with a 22-14 loss to Sparta and the
third graders for SPF concluded their
season with a 20-0 defeat to Sparta.
The A team eighth grade Raiders had
ended their season on October 27.
In Clark, the SPF C team prepared
for the league playoffs with strong
play from Aiden Lickman and ThoPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to N.J.S.A.19:44A20.4 et seq. to Tropical Cleaning Services,
LLC. Such contract and Resolution No.
2019-363 authorizing said contract are
available for public inspection at the Office
of the Township Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Tropical Cleaning Services, LLC, 79 Stuyvesant Avenue, Kearny,
New Jersey 07032
SERVICE: Custodial Services for the
Township of Cranford Pool and Community Center
FEE: $11,176.88
DATE: October 29, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE

mas Dowling. On the following day
in Scotch Plains, the SPF D team
threw a shutout against West Orange
and received solid play on offense
from Chris Horn. The B team Raiders
will face the same Chatham team in
the playoffs that they fell to on November 3. John Boyle and Jake Fezza
were the B team starts in that loss for
the Raiders.
On November 3 in Scotch Plains,
the E team Raiders ended the season
behind strong play from Marcus
Schomberg, Mike Paz, Sam
Schinesthul and Nate Filler, while the
third grade Raiders ended their year
behind fine play from Dean Lickman
and Dean Maloney.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
CONTRACTOR: Fire & Safety Services,
Inc., 200 Ryan Street, South Plainfield,
New Jersey 07080
NATURE OF SERVICES: Purchase of
one (1) UC05- Enforcer Pumper for the
Westfield Fire Department
DURATION: 2019
AMOUNT: $599,900.00 charged to Special Ordinance No. 2204, specifically account #C-07-19-221-8A1, under Purchase
Order #19-04192.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 11/21/19, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Structural Steel and Aluminum Repair Contract, North-2020, Various
Locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren
(Including and North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 20422
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 10/31/19, 11/07/19 and 11/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $168.30

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There will be a very familiar opponent coming to Kehler Stadium Saturday for the first round of the state
North 2 Section 5 playoffs, as fourthseeded WHS (5-3) will welcome fifthseeded Bridgewater-Raritan (4-5) for
a 1 p.m. kickoff.
The teams met in the championship
game of the 2015, 2016 and 2017
playoffs, with the Blue Devils winning all three, by scores of 10-7, 1513 and 20-7. The Panthers got some
revenge during Week 6 last month
when they took a 17-6 decision. But
WHS has won eight of the teams’ 11
meetings, all under coach Jim
DeSarno.
A WHS win would likely earn a trip
to top-seeded Passaic Tech. The other
half of the bracket features No. 2
Ridgewood against Watchung Hills
and No. 3 East Orange vs. Montclair.
Meanwhile, last Saturday the Blue
Devils were handed a 38-21 defeat by
North Brunswick (8-1). The Devils
fell into a 17-7 hole after a last-minute
touchdown in the first half. They kept
battling back, but could never climb
completely out. Down 24-21 with five
minutes left, they gave up a 64-yard
touchdown run. Then they drove to
the NB 16 before a penalty, a fumble
and a 61-yard touchdown return finally sealed things.
Griffin Rooney had a spectacular
touchdown catch while falling down
in the end zone to make it a 17-14
game, and Hank Shapiro completed
22 of 32 passes for 289 yards. But the
Blue Devils need to rediscover their
running game – they’ve been held to
a total of zero net yards in the past two
games. And the defense, so strong in
the Week 7 upset of Phillipsburg and
which hadn’t allowed more than two
touchdowns in any game, was
humbled by the Raiders’ five.
But it’s a new week, a new season,
an old opponent ... AND it’s the playoffs! Time to rekindle some of that
three-peat magic of 2015-17.
***
With the season still going, it’s too
early to talk about all-county and allstate players for this season, although
the Blue Devils have several who
should be considered. But it’s always
a good time to talk about the school’s
past all-staters.
This week we’ll look at which
coaches have produced the most allstaters, as chosen by the Newark
Evening News, the Newark Morning
Call, the Newark Star-Ledger, the
Associated Press or the Gannett News
Service.
Hall of Famer Bobby Dougherty is
the only WHS player to earn all-state
three times. From 1944 through 1946,
the shifty single-wing tailback was
second team in 1944, and third team
in 1945 and 1946. He is still No. 6 alltime at WHS in career touchdown
(32) and career points (200).
The only player to twice earn allstate first team was Hall of Famer
Peter Braun, a guard and linebacker
in 1959 and 1960. He later starred at
West Point.
Here is the breakdown by coaches
with all-state first team in caps:
Howard Batten (1923-28): Mal
Rickerson, RALPH GORDON.
Bob Duncan (1929-40): LEE

WARING, Charles Eddy, BOB ROSS,
GEORGE BECKER, Earl Edwards.
Joe Freeman (1941-54): Floyd
Beane, Bob Burslem, Jim Turpin, Rick
Hillier, Dick Jeske, Ray Salm, Ted
Vreeland, Chick Stevens, George
Clarke (two), John Murphy, George
Mead, Ed MacCloskey, Jack Griffin,
Bill Heinz, Bobby Dougherty (three),
Henry Rowan, Jack Salvato, Charles
Frankenbach, John Chironna (two),
Karney Scioscia, Tom Harms, Loren
Rodewig, GERRY McGINLEY
(two), Bill Mateer, Al Eichhorn, (two),
Dick Batt, Rick McGinley (two), Jim
Scott, Charles Hemminger, Sam
Mitchell, Tony Carnevale, Dave
Townley, Harry Grander, Barry Pruss,
Bob Kling.
Fred Bradshaw(1955-56): none.
Les Zorge (1957-60): PETER
BRAUN (two), Dave Reitze.
Gary Kehler (1961-82): JIM
KOVACS, GREG WEISS, Ed
Galauski, Bob Adelaar, Marty
Howarth, Dave Morash, JERRY
HENDERSHOTT, Steve Hoppin,
Ron Hall, Dick Stotler, Ed Jamieson,
BILL BACKUS, Doug Murphy, Pete
Harvey, Bruce Otzmann, FRANK
JACKSON, J.J. KALBACHER, Don
Knobloch, BOB HARVEY, JOE
MONNINGER, JIM ZITCH, Kevin
Bonner, Bill Napier, JOHN KERR,
Neil
Chamberlin,
CHRIS
VEJNOSKA, Keith Davis, GLEN
KEHLER (two), Frank Ritter, Rick
Baldwin, Bob McNally (two), BRET
SCHUNDLER, Scott Selert, OWEN
BRAND, RICK SAMPSON,
BUTCH WOOLFOLK, Jim
Hoblitzell, KENT BALDWIN, Dave
Jackson (two), Mike Henry, Lowell
Higgins, Chris Drabin, Paul Leifer,
Hank Prybylski, Steve Scioscia.
Dick Zimmer (1983-84): none.
Ed Tranchina (1985-93, 19962005): Paul Wampler, Dave Brown,
Clint Factor, Jim Mozoki, Lee
Gallman, Lou Rettino, TOM
NORTON (two), Brian Cheek,
Maurice Barnett, Seth Coren, Ron
Mannano, Rasheed Hawks, Jason
Osborne, Brandon Doerr, Tom
Langton, Lamont Turner, Gabe Perez,
Matt Daly,
Jim Benedict (1994-95): Brian
Ciemniecki (two), Erwyn Lyght.
Jim DeSarno (2006-present): Will
Harbaugh, John Dugan, Tom Wansaw,
Dan Selert, Ricardo Johnson, T.J.
Mroz, Chris Sheehan, Pat Gray, Brandon Dietz, Willie Johnson, A.J.
MURRAY (two), James O’Rourke,
Mike LaFace, Eugene Rawles, Chris
Sweeney, Jack Simcox, JACK
CURRY (two), Owen Colwell,
OWEN KESSLER (two), Tom
Morley, Jake Kurstedt, Phil Martini,
Jack Shirk, Max Schwetje, Mike
Moriarty, JAKE VALL-LLOBERA,
WILL KESSLER, Adam McDaniel,
Steve Barden, Tommy Norris.
Kehler had 48 all-staters, including
17 first team; Freeman had 42-1,
DeSarno 33-5, and Tranchina 19-1.
***
From Ohio, in their 130th meeting,
Massillon Washington (10-0) posted
a 24-14 victory over Canton McKinley
(8-2) at Hall of Fame Stadium last
Saturday.
WERTHEIMER NAMED
Bill ‘Boomer’ Wertheimer was re-

Mother Seton Regional H.S.
Announces Fall Sports Awards
The athletic teams at Mother Seton
Regional High School in Clark have
had a very successful year. The JV
Volleyball Team finished their season
18-0 – the first MSR team to go undefeated. They are the Greater
Middlesex Conference Blue Division
Champions.
The Varsity Volleyball Team is 202 and would play in the opening round
of the State Tournament at Mother
Seton in Clark on November 4, against
Paramus Catholic at 4:30. For the
second year in a row, they are the
Middlesex Conference Blue Division
Champions. Mr. Tom Moran was
named the Greater Middlesex Conference Blue Division Coach of the
PUBLIC NOTICE

Year for the second year in a row.
Senior Rachelle Monilus was
elected to the All-Conference Volleyball Team. Elected to the All Blue
Division First Team are seniors
Rachelle Monilus and Samantha
Moses and freshmen Fiona North and
Liahnna Orange. Senior Gabriella
Marino, junior Isabelle Maertz, and
sophomore Devan Moses were elected
to All Division Blue Second Team.
Students also excelled in other
sports. Elected to the All Gold Division First Team for soccer was sophomore Morgan Miranda. Senior
Gabrielle Alexandre was elected to
the All Gold Division First Team for
tennis.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 11/12/19, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Timber/Underwater/Drainage Structural Repair Contract, North2020, Various Locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union
and Warren (Including and North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 20426
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 10/24/19, 10/31/19 and 11/07/19, The Leader
Fee: $168.30

cently approved as WHS’s sixth boys
lacrosse coach. Wertheimer (’95), who
played soccer and lacrosse, had been
the assistant coach to Pat Tuohy since
2013. When Tuohy stepped down in
September to take a college coaching
position, Wertheimer was the obvious choice.
He played soccer under George
Kapner and lacrosse under Shaun
Cherewich, a couple of Hall of Fame
coaches.
‘Boomer’ is married to Katie Egan
(’98), the one-time girls soccer coach
at WHS, and they have four boys.
He is the son of longtime WHS
supporter Bill ‘Judge’Wertheimer and
the brother of Liam (’96), another
former soccer and lacrosse standout.
THIS AND THAT
Boys cross-country: The boys captured their fifth straight Union County
championship, and 37th in program
history, last week, with all seven runners in the top 13 places; sophomore
Charles Stock won the jayvee race.
This Saturday WHS will be looking
for its third straight sectional title,
and 25th in program history, at
Greystone-Central Park in Morris
Plains.
Girls cross-country: After winning the Union County championship
the last three years, the girls finished
third last week. This Saturday they’ll
look to bounce back at the sectional
championships at Greystone-Central
Park in Morris Plains. WHS last captured sectionals in 2003 and 2004,
and has won seven titles in program
history.
Boys soccer: After eliminating East
Orange 5-0 and Piscataway2-1 last
week, the boys visited Shimme Wexler
Field on Tuesday (too late for deadline) to take on arch-rival ScotchPlains
in the North 2 Group 4 semifinals.
Girls soccer: After ousting Union,
1-0, and Piscataway, 2-0, last week,
the girls were eliminated by Scotch
Plains on Monday in the sectional
semifinals.
Tennis: East Brunswick, which
eliminated WHS in the Group 4 semifinals, went on to win the Tournament
of Champions with a 4-1 win over
Moorestown Friends in a match-up of
unbeatens.
Volleyball: With impressive wins
last week over Millburn and Hudson
Catholic, the girls improved to 17-5
and earned the sixth seed in the state
Group 4 tournament. They beat
Marlboro , 2-0, on Monday, and will
host No. 11 Hillsborough.
COMMITMENTS
Will Kessler, a three-year starting
linebacker at WHS, has committed to
play his college football at
Georgetown University. He will join
older brother Owen, now a junior
linebacker on the Hoyas.
Nick Martini will be playing his
college lacrosse at Wagner College.
He is currently playing wide receiver
on the football team.
DC AND COUNTING
Today is the 600th Devil’s Den
published in The Leader since the
first one on Nov. 4, 2004. That Den
led with George Kapner’s pursuit of
Gary Kehler as WHS’s all-time
winningest coach. A rare poor season
for the soccer team (2-12-3, still just
the second losing record in program
history) meant that GK2 wouldn’t get
the record until the tennis season.
There were also items about a trophy possibly being presented annually to the winner of the WHSPlainfield Thanksgiving Day game;
the upcoming induction of the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame’s
Class of 2004; and various tiebreakers
in all sports being used to create a
loser.
IN PASSING
Bruce McFadden, the father of
former WHS swimmers Chris (’88)
and Amy (’89), passed away on Oct.
28 at age 85.
ON THIS DATE
Nov. 7, 1970: Down 22-13 after
one period following three Brook
Sleeper touchdowns, WHS rallied
behind Kevin Bonner (226 yards, three
touchdowns) for a 62-22 victory over
Montclair at Recreation Field. Joe
Monninger completed 7 of 11 passes
for 154 yards and three touchdowns –
one to John Grey and two to Bill
Napier.
The Devil’s Den appears during
the school year.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on November 4, 2019, adopted the following
resolution for the application acted upon at
the October 7, 2019, meeting.
PB 19-11 Xocolatz Restaurant & GrillJaime Chaves, 235 Elmer Street, Block
3113, Lot 15. Applicant sought amended
site plan approval to convert a 441 square
foot portion of the existing basement to a
private party room contrary to Section
17.02C7s of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow for 11 parking spaces where the
Ordinance requires 53 parking spaces.
Application approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95
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Blue Devil Boys Handle Chiefs in Soccer Semi
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Westfield lead.
“After watching the film, I knew
one of their vulnerable spots was their
outside back, so when I saw the ball
go over the top, I knew I could slip
inside from the outside back. I didn’t
want to chance anything. I wanted to
think in my mind if it would bounce
off the goalie or take a weird deflection, I just wanted to put my body and
my mind in a spot where I know I
would finish the ball,” Bertch recalled.
With 12 minutes on the clock,
Friedberg added a great diving-tohis-right deflection and Ellner came
to assist to turn the ball upfield. Then
with 6:07 left, a Blue Devil defender
fouled a Chief in the box to set up a
penalty kick that George LouisFerdinand made count. The Chiefs’
continued quick little surges from
time-to-time made situations spooky
but the Blue Devils remained in charge
for the rest of the game.
“I thought we did well in the first 15
to 20 minutes to go after them and
expose what we felt was their weakness and getting two early goals. Then
they had nothing to lose to throw

numbers forward with number 6, who
was very hard to handle, very wise
player. He went after one of our players in the back and got caught. Gave
up a PK,” Coach Shaw said.
“We were a little bit shaken up at
the beginning but we knew that if we
played our game, we would be able to
finish out the game quickly. I think we
played good throughout the entire
game. We had a lot more chances and
we should have buried them but winning is all that matters,” co-captain
Ronit Rao related.
“Like Ronit said, just play our game.
Don’t let our heads down. Don’t worry
about it too much. Control the factors
that you can control. It’s our game, it’s
our home field. We had it the whole time.
No doubt in my mind,” Blake expressed.
“Number 6 was a big threat, probably the best player on Piscataway’s
offense. After that PK, we knew we
really had to be careful with him on
the sideline and we have to double
him when he gets down on the corner,” Carayannopoulos explained.
“In the second half, we fared pretty
well again. I think we were composed

well with the ball, created several
opportunities. Unfortunately we didn’t
get another goal but Ryan [Friedberg]
in goal came up with two or three big
saves to keep us in the lead. So without those saves, I think it would have
been a little bit different of an outcome,” Coach Shaw said.
“I thought we were dominating the
whole game before that penalty kick.
Even though they got a penalty kick
and it went in, I had no doubts. I had
faith in my defense to shut them down.
I thought that we were going to continue the way we were in the beginning
of the game and we did,” Bertch added.
“I think we were attacking for the
great majority of the game. We had a
lot of great chances attacking from
both flanks. Our defense has been
solid throughout this whole season.
They are the reason we stay in games
a lot of the times,” Rao said.
Next would be yet another showdown with second-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the semifinals at
Scotch Plains on November 5.
Piscataway
Westfield
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More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GANGING UP ON A MAJOR PROBLEM...Nearly the entire Blue Devil defensive line and linebackers gang up to bring
down North Brunswick running back Myles Bailey, No. 2. The Raiders defeated the Blue Devils, 38-21, at Kehler Stadium.

North Brunswick Hold Back Blue Devils, 38-21
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUSING A DISTURBANCE AT THE NET...Blue Devil Chris Giglio, No. 5, makes the Chief defenders and goalkeeper
nervous as he attempts to get position on the ball at Kehler Stadium. The Blue Devils stopped Piscataway, 2-1.

down grab to make the score 17-14.
“We wanted to take shots in this
game. Hank took a shot. I jumped for
the ball and I guess he [defender]
tipped it or something. The ball tipped
in the air. I don’t even know what was
going through my mind but I found
the ball and did whatever I could to
catch it,” Rooney recalled.
But North Brunswick answered
with a 13-play, 53-yard scoring drive
that ended with Bailey’s three-yard
plunge on the first play of the fourth
quarter. Westfield answered with 12
straight pass plays to make the score,
24-21, when Shapiro hit Rooney down
the right sideline for the 30-yard touchdown with 3:36 left in the game.
Rooney kept the drive alive with an
NFL toes-in grab.
“At that point, we were just trying
to get what we could get. Hank made
a good throw to keep it away from the
defense and I did all I could to keep
my feet in bounds and spear the catch,”
Rooney described.
“You could tell their game plan for

3 Kraushe Road - Warren

us, they really tried to cover Griffin as
much as they could. They had a talented defensive line too, so we have
to look at the film, get back here on
Monday to get ready for our playoff
game,” Shapiro said.
Only 23 seconds later, the Raiders
upped their lead to 31-21 when Hicks
hooked around the left side for a 61yard touchdown. The Blue Devils had
no choice but to continue in the air.
Then when the ball was knocked out
of Shapiro’s hands, Pereira scooped it
and sprinted 61 yards for the touchdown.
The fourth-seeded Blue Devils will
host fifth-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 1, Group 5 playoffs this Saturday, November 9, at 1 p.m.
“We knew this was going to be a big
game deciding our seed but coach
said in the huddle that we could beat
anyone or we could lose to anyone, so
it doesn’t really matter who we play.
We just have to have a good week of
practice and come prepared and ready

to beat anyone,” Rooney said.
“Monday we got to get everybody
healthy again, everybody stronger and
learn from our mistakes from this
game then move on to whoever we
have to play next week. Tuesday and
Wednesday we got to put in our game
plan and make sure it is sound. Griffin
said that you can beat anybody or you
can lose to anybody. We got to be
crisp all week,” Shapiro added.
“We need to lock it in this week. We
really need to do everything right. We
need our senior leadership this week
because this season is for the seniors
and we want to get it done,” McCauley
emphasized.
“Everybody has to be ready mentally to go with a positive mindset
because we know we can beat anybody. Like Declan said, as seniors we
got to put everybody on our back to
lead us through the playoffs. I think
we can win some games and go pretty
far,” Kessler said.
North Brunswick
Westfield
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad Online at www.goleader.com/form/classified
WESTFIELD ESTATE SALE

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

433 Linden Avenue
Sat. 11/9 - Sun. 11/10
10am - 3pm
Living Room, Dining Room, Kitchen
Set, Bedrooms, Secretary, Costume
Jewelry, Wurlitzer Upright Piano,
Lamps, China, Glass, Records,
Sewing Machine, Tools, Ladders &
More! For Pics DovetailsUSA.com

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

Coffee With
Superintendent Rubin

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

CRANFORD — The school district
will hold Coffee and Conversation with
the superintendent meetings on Wednesday, November 20, and Thursday,
March 12. These informal meetings
will provide a forum to discuss topics
that are important to the school community. On November 20, Mr. Rubin
will be available at the Cranford High
School library from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

editor@goleader.com

Cranford’s Referendum Exploration
Steering Comm. Holds First Meeting
CRANFORD—The initial meeting of the school district’s Referendum Exploration Steering Committee (RESC) took place on October
17, as stated in a letter posted on the
Cranford Public Schools website on
November 1 by the RESC members.
“In part, the RESC members spent
time in examination of its overall
function and responsibilities to the
District, which include: to ensure effective, sustained and efficient communication throughout the referendum process; to ensure full representation of the community by providing
opportunities for input; and to support the development and promotion
of a CPSD referendum.
To be clear, the work of the RESC
will focus specifically on the attributes
of Plans 8, 10 and District enhancements. Plans 8 and 10 both provide
great benefits to the school system and
neither includes additional busing.
Plan 8 (Full Day Kindergarten, adds
appropriate educational support
spaces, four K-5 schools, and two
dedicated 6-8 middle schools —one
on each side of town).
Plan 10 (Keeps schools as they are
currently zoned, adds Full Day Kindergarten, and adds appropriate educational support spaces).
District Enhancements: full-day
Kindergarten, increased educational
support spaces; science lab (CHS)
upgrades; modernization of library/
multimedia centers to support 21st
Century STEM programs; technology upgrades; enhanced performing
arts spaces; improved accessibility
and options; installation of AC in
gyms, cafeterias, and performing arts
spaces; electrical service upgrades
(all schools except for WAS which

has already been upgraded); door (interior) and window replacements, including hardware; repaving, masonry
and concrete repairs.
To this end, we enthusiastically invite you to review all related resources
on the RESC website, including meeting agendas, presentation slides and
other informational documents. Additionally, please utilize the RESC Community Input form to submit any comments, ideas and/or questions throughout the process. Always know that
your input is valued and appreciated.
Thank you for your support. Together, we will continue to provide an
outstanding educational experience
for all Cranford students.”
The plans were part of the
Reimagining Cranford Public Schools
study that the district had performed.
The RESC website is: https://
s i t e s . g o o g l e . c o m /
cranfordschools.org/resc
The community input form can be
found at: https://sites.google.com/
cranfordschools.org/resc/community-input.

CHATHAM — St. Patrick School
(SPS), will host a fall open house,
located at 45 Chatham Street in
Chatham. It is free and open to any
interested families wishing to enroll
students in grades Pre-Kindergarten
3 (Pre-K3) through Grade 8. Open
houses will be held on Thursday,
November 7, from 8 to 11:30 a.m.
and on Friday, November 8, from 8
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Those interested
must schedule an appointment by
emailing admissions@st-pats.org or
calling (973) 635-4623, ext. 3.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-014119-19
FILE NO. 26786-19

UNION COUNTY
INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, 20.5 et seq.
the Union County Insurance Fund Commission shall pursue a “Fair and Open
Process” in awarding a contract for position set forth more fully below, and hereby
solicit proposals in the form of resumes
and letter applications for the below stated
positions of the Union County Insurance
Fund Commission, which shall be submitted to:
Union County
Insurance Fund Commission
c/o PERMA Risk Management Services
9 Campus Drive, Suite 216
*Contains UCIFC/RFP Response*

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which ELSAYED ELBROLLESY is the
plaintiff and BERNARD T. MCLENNAND,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-014119-19 within thirty-five
(35) days after November 7, 2019 exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 18-0007, sold
on 10/11/2018, dated 10/17/2018, and was
recorded on 1/7/2019 in Book 14523 at
Page 16, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to CITY OF
PLAINFIELD and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, ELSAYED ELBROLLESY on 7/
30/2019 and was recorded on 8/6/2019 in
Assignment Book 1454 at Page 255. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 4 BLOCK 13 as shown
on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of PLAINFIELD and concerns
premises commonly known as 1220-24
SALEM ROAD, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, BERNARD T. MCLENNAND and
WALTA MCLENNAND, HIS WIFE, are
made party defendant to the above foreclosure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.
DATED: November 1, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $66.30

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROFESSIONAL
AN ACTUARY POSITION

All responses shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope to the Insurance Commission to be received no later than November 26, 2019 at 2:00 pm. Copies of the
criteria for the various positions may be
obtained by contacting Cathy Dodd at
cdodd@permainc.com or at 973-6596410. Professional services for the following position are hereby requested:
Actuary
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-014075-19
FILE NO. 26785-19
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
DAVID ALTMAN; MRS. DAVID
ALTMAN, WIFE OF DAVID
ALTMAN;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which ELSAYED ELBROLLESY is the
plaintiff and DAVID ALTMAN, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-01407519 within thirty-five (35) days after November 7, 2019 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
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Save the Dates for Edison Speaker
Series on Mental Health and Wellness
WESTFIELD — Mental health and
wellness is the important focus of a
new speaker series at Edison Intermediate School (EIS). The series is
sponsored by a team of EIS educators
including School Counselors Lori
Bercovicz, Kimberly Lisnock and
Kerri Webster, Nurse/Health Educators Martha Fico and Patricia Kelly
and School Resource Officer Tiffany
Kenny.
Each presentation begins at 7 p.m.
in the EIS auditorium and is open to
the public at no cost. Additional information, including how to register
for each presentation, will be available soon on the school website at
edison.westfieldnjk12.org.
On November 18: Sean Foley of
Prevention Links presents This is Your
Brain on Phones: Smartphone and
Technology Overuse, a guide to ensure the safety and wellbeing of families on this road of rapid technological breakthroughs.
On January 23, 2020: Screenagers:
Next Chapter, a 60-minute film to
help young people thrive in our screen-

and stress-filled world.
On February 11, 2020: Navigating Teen Life, a Q&A conversation
with an expert panel of mental health
professionals.
On March 10, 2020: Dr. Michael
Fowlin presents You Don’t Know Me
Until You Know Me: A Celebration of
Differences, a guide to building resiliency and self-esteem in your teen.

Elem. Students Holding
Food, Coat Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS—The elementary school students will show their
practice of gratitude by helping others this November. Thanksgiving food
drives and a coat drive are to be held
at the following schools:
Coles and School One will hold its
food drive during the week of November 11.
A coat drive will be held at McGinn
during the week of November 11.
Brunner and Evergreen schools will
hold its food drive the week of November 18.

Photo credit: Franklin Elementary School

ACCEPTANCE OF ALL...Pictured, from left, Franklin School librarian/media
specialist Rachel Kennedy welcomes former Westfield teacher, now a children’s
author, Angela LaCarrubba on October 7. Ms. LaCarrubba’s children’s book
tells the importance of acceptance. She is pictured with her grandsons, fifth grader
Kyle LaCarrubba (center) and second grader Kellen LaCarrubba.

Former Westfield Teacher, Now
Author, Visits Franklin School
WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
teacher Angela LaCarrubba, now a
children’s author, visited Franklin
School on October 7 to speak to students about the writing and publishing process, as well as the importance
of acceptance, a key theme of her
book “Nobody’s Purr-fect (Especially
Not Georgie)”.
The book tells the story of the fictional LoSanto family and their mischievous feline, Georgie. Ms.
LaCarrubba, an elementary school
teacher in the Westfield Public Schools
for more than 20 years, based the main
character on her own cat and describes
her story as a lesson on “loving and
accepting our pets and each other,

despite our imperfections.”
“The message went along nicely
with our district’s continuing focus
on kindness and respect,” said
Franklin second grade teacher Karen
Reichel. “The information she provided on the publication process also
was quite interesting for the students.”
Ms. Reichel, who, with librarian/
media specialist Rachel Kennedy and
second grade teacher Scarlett Vaglio,
arranged the author’s visit, said Ms.
LaCarrubba encouraged students to
use real-life instances from their own
lives, as she did, to create compelling
stories. Ms. LaCarrubba is currently
working on a sequel to the tale of
Georgie and the LoSanto family.

College and Career Night at
SPFHS Set for Tuesday

St. Patricks’ to Hold
Open House

PUBLIC NOTICE

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
BERNARD T. MCLENNAND;
WALTA MCLENNAND, HIS
WIFE;

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Holy Trinity School is proud to announce the 2nd annual Sip & Shop to be held
on on Friday,November 15, from 5-10 p.m. One of the biggest holiday shopping
boutiques in the the area featuring over 40 uniquely local vendors, complete with
raffles, prizes, wine, and savory bites. Admission is free and this is an Adults Only
event open to everyone.

Paid Published Photo
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WESTFIELD
Sunday, October 20, Aishah
Abdullah, 33, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at West North Avenue and Prospect Street. Abdullah
was processed and released to a sober adult.
Sunday, October 20, Hector Olivo,
31, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of South Avenue near Sussex Street. Olivo was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to a sober adult.
Monday, October 21, three people
were arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on West Broad Street near
Lamberts Mill Road. Malcolm Pierce,
28, of Newark was charged with possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of
CDS Analog. Latoya Martin, 28, and
Altoneish Knibbs, 26, both of
Plainfield, were each charged with
possession of CDS Analog. All three
individuals were transported to police
headquarters, processed and given a
PUBLIC NOTICE
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 17-0052, sold
on 10/19/2017, dated 10/25/2017, and was
recorded on 2/20/2018 in Book 14408 at
Page 380, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to CITY OF
PLAINFIELD and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, ELSAYED ELBROLLESY on 7/
30/2019 and was recorded on 8/6/2019 in
Assignment Book 1454 at Page 257. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 2 BLOCK 128 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD and
concerns premises commonly known as
1021-29
WEST
3RD
STREET,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, DAVID ALTMAN, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
YOU, MRS. DAVID ALTMAN, WIFE OF
DAVID ALTMAN, are made party defendant to the above foreclosure action because plaintiff has been unable to determine whether defendant DAVID ALTMAN
is married, and if married, the name of
DAVID ALTMAN’s spouse. If DAVID
ALTMAN is married, the plaintiff joins MRS.
DAVID ALTMAN, WIFE OF DAVID
ALTMAN as a defendant for any possessory or marital rights you may have.
DATED: November 1, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/07/19, The Leader Fee: $74.46

SCOTCH PLAINS — The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains in
cooperation with the Counseling Department of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School will host the 68th Annual
College and Career Night. More Than
130 universities are scheduled to attend College Night on Tuesday, November 12, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
gym and multi-purpose room of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, located
at 667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
All students Grades 10, 11 and 12
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
neighboring private and parochial
schools are invited to attend. This event
gives students and their parents an
opportunity to gather information and
speak directly with representatives
from colleges, universities, branches
of military and technical schools. A list
of the schools and institutions that will
be in attendance is posted on the Counseling website of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School and will con-

tinue to be updated until the night of
the event.Additional information about
the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains can be found on the club’s
website at www.fspcollegeclub.org.

Students Earn Dean’s
List at The Citadel
AREA — Matthew Jones, of
Mountainside, and Taylor Diggs, of
Scotch Plains, were named to the
spring 2019 dean’s list at The Citadel,
a classic military college located in
Charleston, South Carolina. They are
among the 860 cadets and students
recognized for their academic
achievements during the spring 2019
semester.
The dean’s list is a recognition given
to cadets and students who are registered for 12 or more semester hours
and whose grade point average is
3.20 or higher, with no grade of I
(Incomplete) and no grade below C
for work in a semester.

Kapadia of WF
Earns Masters at BU
Union County Superior Court date of
November 4.
Friday, October 25, Michael Jean,
25, of Linden was arrested on active
confirmed warrants issued by the Elizabeth Municipal Court, one a traffic
warrant and the other a criminal warrant, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at West South Avenue and Westfield
Avenue. Jean was transported to police headquarters, processed and released on his own recognizance.
Sunday, October 27, Winsky
Nereus, 19, of Elizabeth was arrested
in Tamaques Park on an outstanding
confirmed traffic warrant out of the
Linden Municipal Court in the amount
of $750. Nereus was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on his own recognizance with
a new court date.
Saturday, November 2, Courtney
Conner, 30, of Bloomfield was arrested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and drug paraphernalia pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
Conner was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.
Sunday, November 3, Talona
Johnson, 31, of East Orange was arrested and charged with DWI pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at East
South Avenue and Central Avenue.
Johnson was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
to a sober adult.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, October 28, Victoria L.
Ingraham, 34, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on charges of possession of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. She was transported
to police headquarters and processed.
Tuesday, October 29, Mehdi Hajari,
28, of Staten Island, N.Y., was arrested on an active warrant out of
New Brunswick during a motor vehicle stop. Hajari was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
Tuesday, October 29, the management at a Westfield Avenue convenience store reported a shoplifting. A
male entered the store and placed
numerous energy drinks in a bag and
fled the store. The matter is under
investigation.
Tuesday, October 29, Jeffrey J.
Donnelly, 32, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an active warrant out of

Scotch Plains.
Wednesday, October 30, Daniel T.
Boyle, 25, of Mountainside was arrested on charges of driving under the
influence and leaving the scene of a
motor vehicle accident. The arrest
occurred during a police investigation. Boyle was transported to police
headquarters and processed. No injuries were reported.
Thursday, October 31, Derrick A.
Clerge, 26, of Scotch Plains was arrested on charges of possession of
marijuana and drug paraphernalia
during the investigation of a suspicious motor vehicle. Clerge was transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Friday, November 1, a Westfield
resident reported the theft of items
from a locker at a Lamberts Mill
Road facility. The victim’s locker was
entered and the suspect used the
victim’s car keys to enter his motor
vehicle and remove additional items.
A second victim also was identified.
The matter is under investigation.
Saturday, November 2, Barrick L.
Wesley, 55, of Plainfield was arrested
on charges of shoplifting and hindering apprehension and on active warrants out of Dunellen Borough, North
Plainfield and Piscataway. A police
officer identified the suspect walking
out of a Park Avenue pharmacy as
being a suspect in several shopliftings
in the area. The officer stopped the
suspect, and as he was interviewing
him, a 911 call was received regarding a shoplifting that occurred at his
location. The stolen items were recovered. The suspect was transported
to police headquarters and processed.
FANWOOD
Saturday, October 19, between 5
p.m. on October 18 and noon on
October 19, a contractor working in
the area of the 70 block of Old South
Avenue reported illegal dumping. The
contractor has a dumpster on the property, and an unknown person illegally
dumped items into his dumpster without permission.
Tuesday, October 29, police responded to the area of Cottage Way
and Terrill Road for a motor vehicle
accident. When an officer located the
accident he checked both drivers, and
one of the drivers had an active warrant out of Manville. The officer
placed that individual under arrest
and during a search located suspected

WESTFIELD — Boston University awarded academic degrees to
2,106 students in September 2019.
Among the graduates was Alexandra
Kapadia, of Westfield, who received
a Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathology.

Coffee With
Superintendent Mast
SCOTCH PLAINS — Join Superintendent Joan Mast, Ed.D., for a cup
of coffee at Terrill Middle School,
located at 1301 Terrill Road, Scotch
Plains, on Wednesday, November 13,
starting at 9 a.m.
marijuana on him. The driver was
charged, processed and released by
both municipal courts pending his
court hearing. He was identified as
William Cox, 26, of Roselle.
Wednesday, October 30, between 6
p.m. and 10 p.m. there was criminal
mischief done on the 20 block of Elm
Avenue, the 10 block of Oak Court, the
90 block of Westfield Road and the
100 block of Farley Avenue. The incidents involved eggs and toilet paper.
CRANFORD
Saturday, October 26, Arles Vivieca,
42, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). A 2013 Honda was stopped at
North Avenue East and the Garden
State Parkway 137 Exchange for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Vivieca, for DWI. He was processed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition,
Vivieca was issued motor vehicle summonses for failure to submit to the
taking of breath samples, a seatbelt
violation, failure to signal a turn, failure to keep right, no valid driver’s
license in his possession and no valid
insurance card in his possession.
Saturday, October 26, Steven Cruz,
26, of Union was arrested and charged
with DWI. A 2019 Jeep was stopped at
Raritan Road and the Garden State
Parkway 136 Exchange for erratic driving. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver, Cruz,
for DWI. He was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Cruz was issued motor vehicle summonses for
reckless driving, careless driving, an
improper turn, improper backing, delaying traffic and obstructing traffic.
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Black Lives / Blue Lives
Tackles Race and Policing

FALL INTO CRAFTING…Children can learn the art of historic fall crafts at the
Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center on Saturday, November 16. Program Consultant Meg Wastie will teach children wool felted acorns and pinecone
turkeys crafts, while parents tour the historic Reeve House.

Fall Into Crafts With The
Westfield Historical Society
WESTFIELD – The public is welcome to take in some culture and
crafts at the Westfield Historical
Society’s Reeve House on Saturday,
November 16, from 1 to 3 p.m. Parents and children ages 5 and up are
invited to the Reeve House, at 314
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, for
making fall crafts. Adults can take a
tour of the Reeve House while their
children are crafting.
Children will learn the art of woolfelting to make wool acorns for fall
decorations, and they’ll make pine
cone turkeys to decorate the Thanksgiving table.
Meg Wastie, program consultant
for the Society, and other educators
will demonstrate these two historic
craft methods using natural materials. Attendees will make and bring
home their hand-made fall crafts.
Space is limited, so reservations are
required and the cost is $5 per child
payable on November 16. For reservations, call (908)654-1794, or email
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.
The Westfield Historical Society is

celebrating its 50th anniversary in
2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) nonprofit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield, and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.
For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org or its
Facebook page.

‘Best Downtown’ to Be
Named Soon by nj.com
AREA — Both Westfield and
Cranford are among the final five
downtowns in nj.com’s annual contest to be named “Best Downtown.”
Voting by the public closes today,
November 7 at 9 a.m. Also vying for
the crown in Morristown, Pitman and
Mount Holly. The public had the
chance to vote once a day during the
contest. Last year, Cranford won
nj.com’s Best Downtown and
Westfield was among the top five.

F-SP College Club Presents
Jon Bramnick, Nov. 18
FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood–Scotch Plains will host
Jon Bramnick, assemblyman, trial lawyer and comedian, on Monday, November 18. This lively and
humorous presentation
will take place at the
Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at 74
Martine Avenue, Fanwood
(around the back at the
McDermott Street entrance), at 7:30 p.m.
In his book, “Why
People Don’t Like You,”
Asm. Bramnick gives advice on 205 interpersonal skills that
he calls “rules of the road”. These

rules are everyday manners that we
all need to be reminded of and he
does so in a wise and witty
manner.
Mr. Bramnick has served
in the New Jersey General
Assembly since 2003, representing Union, Somerset
and Morris Counties in the
21st District. He also serves
as the Assembly Minority
Leader.
Assemblyman Bramnick
holds the title of “Funniest
Lawyer in New Jersey” after winning contests sponsored by the New Jersey
State Bar Association at Rascals Comedy Club.

Greater Westfield UNICO Fundraiser
To Feature Elvis Tribute Artist
WESTFIELD — The Greater 6:30 p.m., show begins at 7:30 p.m.
Westfield Chapter of UNICO Na- For reservations, contact Rich at
(908) 578-0746 or Tony
tional will be hosting a
at (908) 249-2509.
charitable fundraiser on
UNICO National is
Saturday, November 16,
the largest Italian
featuring
former
American organization
Westfield resident and
in the United State of
award-winning Elvis
America. UNICO’s
tribute artist Jim Barone
motto is “Service Above
as he performs “A TribSelf”. Every year Chapute To Elvis Through
ter members across the
The Years”. The event
country devote their
will be held at the
time, energy and reWestfield Knights of
sources to serve their
Columbus, 2400 North
local communities, proAvenue, Scotch Plains.
Photo courtesy of
vide scholarships, supTicket price is $30,
Toni Catando
port veterans and canwhich includes sandcer research. For more
wiches, coffee, tea, dessert, and bring your own bottle. Doors information, visit UNICO’s national
open at 6:15 p.m., food served at website at www.unico.org

NJ Photography Forum: A
25 Year Retrospective
WATCHUNG – The New Jersey
Photography Forum (NJPF) continues the celebration of its 25th anniversary with a retrospective exhibit at
the Watchung Arts Center (WAC),
located at 18 Stirling Road on the
Watchung Circle in Watchung,
through November 30. The Center
galleries are open Tuesday through
Friday from noon to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The exhibit contains two floors of
outstanding photographs representing the past 25 years of fine art photography. Upstairs in the Heinz W.
Otto Gallery, the NJPF will be showing almost 50 pieces by 37 artists who
live throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Some have been part of the
group since its inception with the
balance being very active exhibitors
for many years. The works range from
film and alternative processes to digital imagery. The Lower Gallery will
feature photographs that have won
some top prizes in the Forum’s annual juried photography exhibits held
at the Watchung Arts Center over the
past 25 years. Most works are for sale
with a portion of the proceeds going

CRANFORD — Union-based pro- Me Your Secrets,” USA Network’s
fessional company The Theater Project “Covert Affairs,” and his original web
will take on one of the most controver- series “Send Me,” which garnered an
sial issues of the day with a staged Emmy nomination for series star
reading of Black Lives / Blue Lives, an Tracie Thoms.
original pair of one-acts exBlue Lives was adapted
ploring each side of the
from Adam Plantinga’s acpolice/race dynamic reclaimed non-fiction book,
sponsible for so many
“400 Things Cops Know:
front-page tragedies in reStreet-Smart Lessons
cent years. The reading/disfrom a Veteran Patrolcussion will be presented
man,” by New Jersey auat the Cranford Commuthor, playwright and
nity Center on Wednesday,
screenwriter Bill Mesce,
November 13, at 7 p.m.
Jr. Mr. Mesce’s credits inAdmission is free, but seatclude uncredited work on
ing is limited and is first
Brian DePalma’s political
Lambert Tamin
come-first served.
thriller Blow Out, his
“The hope here is to begin a con- award-winning trilogy of WW II novstructive discussion,” said Mark els, and his play A Jersey Cantata,
Spina, producing director for The named by The Star-Ledger as one of
Theater Project. “The issue is so pain- the best original plays when it preful and so complicated that
miered. His most recent
it is tempting to turn away
work is the just-published
if you are not directly af“The Wild Bunch: The
fected. Using theater, we
American Classic that
hope to create a safe space
Changed Westerns Forto take a closer look and
ever”.
discuss how and why these
“Assessing blame is
tragedies occur.”
easy,” said Mr. Mesce.
Black Lives / Blue Lives
“Trying to find an anticonsists of two, short onedote to these heartbreaks
man one-act plays starring,
is the hard part, and what
respectively, Lambert
all of us involved with this
Gary Martins
Tamin and Gary Martins
project hope is that Black
under the direction of Will Budnikov. Lives / Blue Lives might become a
Black Lives was written by Los useful tool that raises awareness and
Angeles-based writer Stephen Harper starts discussion among people who
whose credits include the ABC series might otherwise be tempted to ignore
“American Crime,” TNT drama “Tell the problem.”

to the arts center.
For more information on the exhibit, please contact Nancy Ori at
nancyori@comcast.net, or the
Watchung Arts Center at
wacenter@optonline.net. You can
also visit the New Jersey Photography
Forum
website
at
www.njphotoforum.com and the
WAC website at www. http://
watchungarts.org.

Short Plays Solicited
For Think Fast
AREA — The Theater Project, is
now soliciting plays for Think Fast, its
seventh annual short-play competition
February 21, 22 and 23, 2020. The
contest, open to adult playwrights in the
New Jersey-New York area, will take
place at the Burgdorff Center for the
Performing Arts in Maplewood. Submission deadline is November 15, 2019.
Plays can be either dramas or comedies but must be no more than 15
minutes running time. Complete submission details are available at:
www.thetheaterproject.org/short-playcompetition.html.

POPCORN
The Current War: Director’s Cut
Lacks Electricity
2 & ½ popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Unless you’re particularly interested
in the invention, development and early
marketing of electricity, odds are you
won’t get a charge out of director
Alfonso Gomez-Rejon’s The Current
War: Director’s Cut. It’s too bad, too.
Because the competition between Thomas Alva Edison and George
Westinghouse, made possible by the
genius of Nikola Tesla, is a major
building block of our modern civilization, the bone of contention being,
who would get to light up the world?
But we don’t think of that every time
we fire up the laptop, give the food
processor a spin or get a massage in
one of those ridiculously big leather
chairs at the trade shows. The subject
is just too dry…unsexy.
Nah, we want the lives of starlets
ruined by cheating ne’er-do-wells; axe
murderers created by unloving,
clueless parents; and bawdy comic
tales about frat houses where all manner of lascivious behavior by future
bank presidents and Supreme Court
Justices is encouraged. You say who
invented the wheel? Oog? Big deal.
Sucker. Probably didn’t make a dime
out of it. However, such callous apathy
was doubtfully lost on Messrs. Edison
and Westinghouse. Both calculated that
their fortunes and reputations rode on
the outcome of who would win the
current war.
The science is way above my pay
grade. But as any of the profs or students at M.I.T., Stanford, Rensselaer et
al who will make the pilgrimage to the
Bijou showing this movie can tell you,
the grounds for war was about which
electrical current would ignite the future: AC or DC? Mr. Edison had already put all his eggs in the direct
current basket, while Mr. Westinghouse,
influenced by the brilliant but eccentric
Mr. Tesla, contended that the Earth
would turn much more efficiently if
powered by alternating current.
I’m thinking maybe I could make a
few extra bucks selling pocket protectors in the cafes near the
moviehouses where après theater discussions will be held. And I’d like to
think that some nerdy, long-married
couple will fondly remember The
Current War: Director’s Cut as the
setting for their first date. Maybe one
of my pocket protectors holds a place
of honor on the mantelpiece.
That fantasy indulgently interjected, the inherent problem of this
motion picture is the incorruptibility
we expect of our heroes, be they
ballplayers, scientists or statesmen.
Well, skip the statesmen for now, as
about 40 percent of them have been
afflicted by what we hope is a temporary lack of conscience. Sleaze is
more the rule than the exception.
Alas and thankfully, art has much
better morals. Besides, someone must
keep the example of truth alive, lest we
forget what it looks and sounds like.
So, to besmirch or not to besmirch?
That is the question. It’s noted at the
film’s opening that the ensuing saga is
inspired by true events. Yet the filmmaker couldn’t and just wouldn’t bring
himself to engage in the sort of disingenuous Hollywoodization it’d take
to make the story more exciting. With
the principles of truth and integrity at
its core, lying about it to make it seem
more appealing would be to totally
miss the point in the same Orwellian
way that the aforementioned politicians have abrogated their sworn duty
to The Constitution.
Director Gomez-Rejon nonetheless
pulls few punches in relating Tom

Edison’s tooth-and-nail fight to have
his favorite electrical current prevail.
And while it’d take a lot more to topple
the Wizard of Menlo Park from his
otherwise fully deserved pedestal
among the pantheon of American heroes, some of the truth-telling has us
cringing with incredulity. To a winceworthy, sociohistorical backdrop of
our penal institutions gone gung-ho
over this latest, “humane” form of
execution, Edison advertised the competing current’s lethality by publicly
electrocuting numerous animals. He
began with dogs, moved up the phyla
to horses and, although since absolved
of the debacle, was initially credited
with exacting the coup de grace on
Topsy the circus elephant at Coney
Island, January 4, 1903.
But here’s the deal. Call it the Christopher Columbus Time Continuum
Judgement Syndrome, which advocates that we assess our heroes not by
the retroactive blemishes accumulated
from our so-called enlightened times,
but by the norms of their own era.
Benedict Cumberbatch engagingly
embodies Edison and, whether accurate or not, charitably implies an inner
conflict. Still, aside from the sort of
ego it takes to imagine and create
civilization-changing inventions like
electric light, the phonograph and
motion pictures, Mr. Edison had a lot
invested, financially and legacy-wise.
It was the Robber Baron age, and all
the big players, including J.P. Morgan,
were salivating at the trough of unimaginable riches.
Most of them increased their fortunes. Whereas the inscrutable Nikola
Tesla, given short shrift then and in this
film, remains a mystery. Only emblematically brought to recent attention by
the electric car named after him, the
casualty of The Current War has become the martyr of invention to a pocket
protector set that recites chapter and
verse the ever-evolving relevance and
application of his discoveries.
The Current War: Director’s Cut,
rated PG-13, is a Weinstein Co. release
directed by Alfonso Gomez-Rejon and
stars Benedict Cumberbatch, Michael
Shannon and Nicholas Hoult. Running
time: 102 minutes.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HERE’S THE SECRET...In Cranford High School’s Performing Arts production of The Fantasticks, held last weekend, Hucklebee (Samuel Sullivan) lets the
audience in on the secret why he and his next-door neighbor have built a wall to
try to keep their children Luisa (Erin Blake) and his son Matt (Maximillian
Wisnefski) apart. In reality, the fathers have conspired to pretend to be feuding for
years so that forbidden love will spring up between the teens. (A review of the
musical show written by Harvey Schmidt and Tom Jones and directed by Michelle
Massa and Anthony Rafaniello will appear in next week’s edition.)

~ The Outsiders, continued ~
deal with family, love and friendship.”
She further explained that through
this experience, she knew the adolescents in the show would learn how to
create a believable character from the
story. “Through this they learn hard
work, commitment, dedication, focus, and learn that acting is hard
work!” Ms. Jonny said.
She complimented the behind-thescenes workers as well. “The stage
managers and crew have been working very hard to set the stage,” she
said. “The crew is helping create the
setting with lights, sound effects, costumes and set.”
She continued, “The Outsiders is
about belonging, about finding your
chosen family versus the one you’re
born into. It’s one of the top selling
books in the world, rewritten as a
movie, a play and even a musical.”
She mentioned an especially poignant moment of the show when the
character Cherry says to the narrator
Ponyboy, “You see the same sunsets,” explaining that the gangs are
really no different from one another
in their hopes and dreams.

There are also funny moments with
the character Two-Bit providing
comic relief. “He’s called that because he keeps putting in his two
cents on everything,” the director said.
Ms. Jonny also said that the
narrator’s job is one of the most difficult roles to present because as
Ponyboy he breaks the fourth wall
and talks to the audience; sometimes
he reflects aloud to himself and then,
in scenes in the present, he speaks to
other characters.
Finally, Ms. Jonny said that the
work presents teenagers as they are:
“emotional, vulnerable, in and out of
love, divided, outcast and misunderstood.” She was especially excited
about the opening tableaux of the
production that “represents the different groups and characters.”
Performances are Thursday, November 14, at 4 p.m., Friday, November 15, at 7 p.m., and Saturday, November 16, at 7 p.m., at RIS, 301
Clark Street, Westfield. Tickets may
be purchased in advance at
ris.booktix.com or at the door. Advance purchase is recommended.

SPFHS to Put ’60s Spin on
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) is
proud to present this year’s fall play, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. One of
William Shakespeare’s most popular
and beloved comedies, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream is filled with love, laughter and enchantment. SPFHS is putting a psychedelic, 1960’s spin on this
enduring classic. Join a cast of incredible student performers for an evening
of poetry, magic, and music!
Performances are on Friday, November 22, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, November 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the
SPFHS auditorium, located at 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
Athens is celebrating! Theseus, Duke
ofAthens, is soon to be wed to Hippolyta
Queen of theAmazons. However, there
is discord among the local youth.
Hermia and Lysander are in love, but
Hermia’s father intends Demetrius to
be her husband. Demetrius used to love
Hermia’s best friend Helena, but now
pursues Hermia. Helena still loves
Demetrius. Hermia and Lysander, fearing the law, flee into the enchanted
woods to get married. Demetrius pursues Hermia, and Helena pursues
Demetrius. What could go wrong?
In the forest, the magical world is
in disarray. Oberon, King of the Fairies, is quarreling with his queen, Titania. Seeking revenge, Oberon instructs the mischievous Puck to bring
him the love drops of a magical flower.
Oberon intends to smear Titania’s
eyes with the magic juice as she sleeps.
Upon waking, Titania will fall in love
with the first creature she sees. Oberon
comes upon the young Athenians in
the wood, and takes pity on Helena.
Oberon instructs Puck to use the magic

flower to unite Helena and Demetrius.
However, Puck is notoriously poor at
following directions.
All the while, a group of workingclass
Athenians—the
“Mechanicals”—meet to rehearse their
very own production of Pyramus and
Thisbe. Led by Peter Quince and Nick
Bottom, they intend to perform it for
the Duke himself…although the quality of their play is questionable at best.
The pompous Nick Bottom is noticed
by the playful Puck, who decides to
mess with the misfit Mechanicals.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream is perhaps William Shakespeare’s most popular and well-loved comedy. The play’s
enduring popularity is a testament to its
humor and accessibility. For 425 years,
audiences of all ages have been delighted by the magic and poetry of this
towering theatrical classic.
This production of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream involves over 50 students, including the production crew.
The cast is under the direction and
creative supervision of Morgan Knight,
director, Jan Allen, producer, Gary
Moore, set design and crew supervisor, Joanne Sprague, costume designer,
and Tom Rowe, lighting designer.
Tickets are available at
spfhsmidsummer.brownpapertickets.com
and at the door. Tickets are $13 for
students and senior citizens, $15 for
adults. For handicapped seating and
senior citizen Gold Card ticket orders, please contact Victoria Fortna
at vfortna@gmail.com.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader

Passport Fair Westfield Post Office
153 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Saturday, November 9th, 2019
9:30AM ± 1:30PM No appointment necessary
Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day!
Normal Passport Operation are Mon-Fri. 10:00 AM ± 4:00 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM ± 1:00 PM appointments only

For Additional Information or to schedule an appointment visit us at:
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm

ORIGINAL:
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED

Per Applicant Paid
to:
USPS
$35 Execution Fee
$15 Photos
Expedited optional
Express Mail $25.50

Download & print or fill out applications in
BLACK INK ONLY
in advance at:
www.travel.state.gov
If you complete your application in advance
DO NOT SIGN IT.
You will be required to sign it in person
when
You bring it to a Post Office Location.

Standard Processing
6-8 weeks

Expedited Processing
2-3 weeks

$80 UNDER age 16
$110 OVER age 16
Fees paid to:
US Dept. Of State

$60 Expediting
$16.48 Express Mail Return
Fees paid to:
US Dept. Of State
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Sparking the Mind
An opportunity to learn, to discuss and to be a part of a stimulating community.
For adults of all ages.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

Upcoming Series Tuesdays at the JCC from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov • Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

Cranford Theater is Reopening
Friday—Let’s Go to the Movies!
S.E. Hinton’s, The Outsiders, Staged
At RIS Has Lessons for All Ages

LIFE LESSONS...Students rehearse for the upcoming performance of The Outsiders at Roosevelt Intermediate School.
Pictured, left to right, are: Skyler Lipkind, Ryder Manson, Owen Ing, Danny Pierce, Hudson Wilcomes and Ben Dickerson.
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — At any age in a
person’s life, he can feel like an outsider, the uninvited, the one who
doesn’t fit in or belong. It’s an especially familiar feeling during adolescence, so it’s perfect that the Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) chose to
produce The Outsiders, a young-adult
book by S.E. Hinton, as their fall play.
The director of the show, Kim Jonny,
said the issues that the characters deal
with are as relevant today as they
were 50 years ago.
The book is part of the seventh-

grade curriculum in Westfield, so,
additionally, it brings an opportunity
to have students reflect their understanding of the characters and the
message of the story to share with
parents and fellow students alike.
The 1967 book was written by S.E.
Hinton when she was a 16-year-old
junior in high school. In a private
interview with her decades ago, she
told this reporter that she went by
“S.E.” rather than Susan Eloise because, as she said, “Teenage boys
don’t read books by a girl, but girls
will read a novel no matter who wrote
it.” Set in Tulsa, Oklahoma, it’s the

story of rival teenage gangs who are
separated by socioeconomic status.
The “Socs” are upper class boys, part
of the socials vs. the “greasers” who
are part of the working-class.
In a phone interview, Ms. Jonny, a
teacher of sixth- and seventh-grade
public speaking and the eighth-grade
elective of drama, said she selected
this play because she knew the preteens and teens knew it. “This is a
coming-of-age story where these characters will be brought to life,” she
explained. “It’s a story that every teen
can identify with, the emotions that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — There is something about a local movie theater. Some
may call watching a movie at a theater
passé with home-theater options galore. I, on the other hand, still believe
in “going to the movies”. When “Let’s
Go to the Movies” played in Annie that
look of pure joy and fascination in
Annie’s eyes tells it all. “Sitting in the
darkness, What a world to see…” the
song articulates. That sentiment of sitting in the darkness has a new connotation today where at home the movie
setting is far from that of a movie
theater where the opening previews
begin to roll, the lights dim, the sound
booms from all directions, the crinkling of wrappers opening and the
smell of movie popcorn butter. It’s the
start for hours of focus directed to the
big screen ahead, and nothing else
except for maybe that tub of popcorn
or bar of candy in your hand. Distractions of the day are left behind, as the
story portrayed on film captures all of
your senses and imagination.
Movie buffs and those who want to
preserve their beloved landmarks
spoke out when two, vintage movie
theaters—the Rialto and the Cranford
Theater—suddenly went dark in our
communities. One of those two theaters is opening back up tomorrow,
Friday. The Cranford Theater in downtown Cranford will light up its screens
with a full slate of new films.
After the operator closed suddenly,
the property owner Jesse Sayegh with
his daughter Doreen Sayegh, who is
now co-owner of the theater, stepped
in with some movie magic of their
own and overhauled the entire space
and fixed the lights on the marquee in
wicked time. Moviegoers, as soon as
they step through the glass doors will
see the box office has moved, creating an open concept lobby, new flooring, a dazzling new backsplash behind the concession stand, renovated

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THEY’RE BACK...The Cranford Theater in downtown Cranford will light up its
screens starting this Friday, November 8, with a full slate of new films.

restrooms, and in the five movie auditoriums are all new carpets, drapes,
reclining high-back seats, and new
screens, projectors and sound system. The theater will also offer a party
room for children’s parties, and with
the new front lobby layout the theater
can play host to private parties and
events right in the lobby.
“We want to provide an experience. Build memories. I grew up in
this business—I was behind a candy
stand as a child, barely could see over
it but I wanted to go to work. I have a
lot of fond memories of the
theater…it’s a fun place. We are striving to help people build great memories with their families and loved
ones…and be part of our family,” Ms.
Sayegh told The Westfield Leader.
Those old Hollywood classics,
arthouse and foreign films, will be
coming back to the theater, as will the
live performances of the Metropolitan
Opera. The special events coordinated
with Downtown Cranford are to also
continue. The spirit of Christmastime
this year will come alive at the theater
in a new give-back event where Santa
Claus will accept toy donations for

charity, meet with children who can
come in their PJs, tell Santa their Christmas wish and then head into the theater to watch a movie.
This week on the big screen, the
theater will be showing Judy, Last
Christmas, Joker, The Addams Family,
and Midway. Adult tickets are $11.75
each. There will be discounted prices
for matinees until 4 p.m. ($10), children
ages 11 and under ($9.50), and senior
citizens ages 65 and older, students
with a school ID, and military personnel, all $10. Also, on Tuesday there is
special pricing ($8.50 or $6 depending
on the movie). Tickets can be purchased with cash or credit card at the
box office located at 25 North Avenue
West. Soon the theater will offer purchasing tickets online at its new website
www.cranfordtheater.com. Also, the
theater experiences may be enhanced
in the future as Ms. Sayegh is exploring
more food and beverage options for the
concession stand.
Seeing “Cranford” lit up again in its
vintage lettering above the marquee, is
a happy new beginning, let’s all make
sure that it remains happy and never
ends. Let’s go to the movies!

A MERICAN R EPERTORY B ALLET ’ S

Nutcracker

Offered at $1,195,500

**Location and Price Unbeatable Together**
3852 Square Foot Office Building with On-Site Parking. In town Westfield location
for shopping, dining and public transportation. Additional parking available in
municipal lot directly across the street plus the option of purchasing on street
parking permits. Excellent condition and ready for immediate occupancy!

Call Frank Isoldi for details: 908-337-2245

Union County Performing Arts Center | Rahway

Broker / Sales Associate

November 23 | 7:30 PM
November 24 | 1:00 PM (sensory-friendly performance)

Cell: 908-337-2245
fisoldi@cbmoves.com

732-499-8226 | ucpac.org

Frank Isoldi

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

arballet.org
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SHAPIRO 290-YDS PASSING; HITS ROONEY FOR TDS OF 38 YDS & 30 YDS, CZARNECKI 45-YD TD

North Brunswick Holds Back Blue Devils in Football, 38-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unyielding defensive line plays
that held the Blue Devils’ running game to negative yardage
and an offensive line that opened
adequate holes for its running

Ballyhoo

game earned the 10th-ranked
North Brunswick Raiders a 3821 victory over the Westfield
Blue Devils at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 2. The
contest was much tighter than
the score indicated as the 8-1
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

Raiders capitalized on three
timely opportunities to keep the
5-3 Blue Devils at bay.
North Brunswick’s defense
sacked Blue Devil quarterback
Hank Shapiro four times, forced
him twice for intentional grounding and caused him to fumble
once very late in the fourth quarter that resulted in a 61-yard
recovery for a touchdown by

l'ennemi du journaliste

Tyrell Pereira that sealed the
victory.
“We knew their D-line was
going to be good with a lot of
talented kids on that side. Their
O-line was good too. We thought
our D-line and offensive line were
going to be able to hold up. We
didn’t do enough to get it done,
Blue Devil co-captain Declan
McCauley said.
“We knew they had a lot of
playmakers on offense and we
said all we can do is not give up

big plays but unfortunately we
didn’t do enough today. They
kind of ran over us at the end.
We got to get back to work Monday get back at it,” co-captain
Will Kessler added.
Due to the nature of the game,
Shapiro however put up huge
numbers in the passing game to
finish with 22 completions in 34
attempts for 290 yards, including respective touchdown strikes
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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of 38 yards and 30 yards to senior Griffin
Rooney, who finished with eight receptions for 109 yards, and a 45-yard touchdown pass to John Czarnecki, who had
six receptions for 105 yards. Nick Martini had four receptions for 44 yards,
Tim Alliegro had three for 24 yards and

Mike Constantinou had one for eight
yards.
North Brunswick quarterback Mike
Baradhi (3 rushes, 23 yards) made good
use of three running backs but none
more than Myles Bailey, who kept hamCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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mering into the Blue Devil defense to
finish with 150 yards on 29 carries, which
included a three-yard touchdown run.
Chris Arnold had nine carries for 25
yards, including a one-yard touchdown
and Dahvey Hicks carried six times for 77
yards, which included a backbreaking

61-yard touchdown run late in the fourth
quarter.
The Blue Devil defense held the Raiders on their first series forcing a punt
that came to rest on the Westfield 17.
But the Blue Devils went nowhere and
had to punt from their end zone. The
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Raiders got great field position
at the Westfield 44 and took six
plays to make up the yardage
when Arnold bashed in from the
one to make the score 7-0 with
4:54 left in the first quarter.

New Jersey

Ballyhoo

Rooney received the ensuing
kickoff at the 13 and returned it
to the 37. Shapiro hooked up
with Czarnecki for 18 yards to
the Raider 45. Then scrambling
to his right, Shapiro spotted

Czarnecki sprinting down the
right sideline and hit him on the
run for the touchdown to knot
the score only 47 seconds after
the Raiders’ score.

Sports, Humor and Commentary

North Brunswick caught a huge
break when Jaiquil Boyd recovered Alliegro’s fumble on the
Westfield 28 but the Blue Devils’
defense demonstrated their
toughness and stopped the Raid-

Sponsor This Page!
Advertise Your Business in
This Online-Only Space
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Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
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ers at the 23. The Raiders were
tough too and Westfield punted
to the Raider 40 where Hicks
returned it to the Blue Devil 22.
On the fourth play, North
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Brunswick had to settle for a 33yard field goal from Justin Batt
with 6:08 left in the half.
Later in the quarter a Blue
Devil punt went out at the North
Brunswick 19. Time was ticking
away as the Raiders took seven
plays to get to the Westfield 47

but Baradhi tossed a short pass
over the middle to Marquis Perry,
who broke free and managed to
get into the end zone with just
24 seconds on the clock.
“It was a team effort but with
some blown assignments. We just
got to look at the film, be there

Ballyhoo

mentally and know what we are
doing,” Kessler suggested.
In the third quarter, the Blue
Devils struck back to cover 66
yards on just three plays, which
was concluded with Rooney’s
miraculous 38-yard touchdown
grab to make the score 17-14.
“We wanted to take shots in
this game. Hank took a shot. I
jumped for the ball and I guess
he [defender] tipped it or something. The ball tipped in the air.
I don’t even know what was
going through my mind but I
found the ball and did whatever
I could to catch it,” Rooney recalled.
But North Brunswick answered
with a 13-play, 53-yard scoring
drive that ended with Bailey’s
three-yard plunge on the first
play of the fourth quarter.
Westfield answered with 12
straight pass plays to make the
score, 24-21, when Shapiro hit
Rooney down the right sideline
for the 30-yard touchdown with
3:36 left in the game. Rooney
kept the drive alive with an NFL
toes-in grab.

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

“At that point, we were just
trying to get what we could get.
Hank made a good throw to keep
it away from the defense and I
did all I could to keep my feet in
bounds and spear the catch,”
Rooney described.

“You could tell their game plan
for us, they really tried to cover
Griffin as much as they could.
They had a talented defensive
line too, so we have to look at
the film, get back here on MonCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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more photos next page

day to get ready for our playoff
game,” Shapiro said.
Only 23 seconds later, the
Raiders upped their lead to 3121 when Hicks hooked around
the left side for a 61-yard touchdown. The Blue Devils had no

choice but to continue in the air.
Then when the ball was knocked
out of Shapiro’s hands, Pereira
scooped it and sprinted 61 yards
for the touchdown.
“We knew this was going to be
a big game deciding our seed

but coach said in the huddle that said, as seniors we got to put
we could beat anyone or we everybody on our back to lead
could lose to anyone, so it doesn’t us through the playoffs. I think
really matter who we play. We
just have to have a good week of
practice and come prepared and
ready to beat anyone,” Rooney
said.
“Monday we got to get everybody healthy again, everybody
stronger and learn from our mistakes from this game then move
on to whoever we have to play
next week. Tuesday and
Wednesday we got to put in our
game plan and make sure it is
sound. Griffin said that you can
beat anybody or you can lose to
anybody. We got to be crisp all
week,” Shapiro added.
“We need to lock it in this
week. We really need to do everything right. We need our senior leadership this week because this season is for the seniors and we want to get it done,”
McCauley emphasized.
“Everybody has to be ready
mentally to go with a positive
mindset because we know we
can beat anybody. Like Declan

we can win some games and go
pretty far,” Kessler said.
North Brunswick
Westfield

7 10
7 0

0 21
7 7

38
21
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See photos by Charles Mulrooney next page
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See photos of other games next page
Westfield/SPF girls soccer
Cranford/West Morris Central soccer
Union County Cross-Country
Westfield/Piscataway Boys Soccer

Raiders Rout Perth Amboy, Nip W.H. Warriors in Girls Soccer
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls soccer team
advanced to the semifinals of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament with victories over
Perth Amboy in the opening round
and Watchung Hills in the
quarterfinals. Next would be another match with rival Westfield.
In their 9-0 blowout over Perth
Amboy on October 28 in Scotch
Plains, Corinne Lyght scored three
goals and Leah Klurman added
two goals and an assist against
the 15th-seeded Panthers. Perth
Amboy (8-12) managed just two
shots on goal for the entire contest.
It took just five minutes for the
Raiders to get on the board courtesy of a beautiful cross from
Holly Nelson to Faith Price which
the agile junior headed into the
back of the net for a 1-0 lead.
“Holly Nelson was on the left
side of the field and she dribbled
down and got a perfect cross in,”
said Price. “It was in the air and
it literally went right to my head.
All I had to do was just head it in.”
The Raiders had a lot of success with that play throughout
the game. Just five minutes later
Lyght scored on practically an
identical opportunity, heading the
ball into the net.
“We’ve been working all season to get the ball to end line and
just get it in,” said Lyght. “We
knew that if we got it into the air,
we were open most of the time so
we just had to take advantage of
those opportunities.”
Thirty seconds later, Leah
Klurman scored on a kick from

directly in front of the net.
Klurman was the beneficiary of a
poor clear by the Perth Amboy
goalkeeper that allowed her to
fire the ball right back into the
net.
By this point it was clear that
this was going to be a very bad
day for Perth Amboy. Just two
minutes later, Lyght added her
second goal on another header
from in front of the goal. Jamie
Valian then celebrated her birthday by scoring a goal in the 26th
minute to make it 5-0.
“Giorgiana Vacca played a long
ball and the defender was kind of
blocking me off, so I ran around
her and I dribbled right at the
keeper and I hit it off of her leg
and it went in,” said Valian. “Mr.
Ewing always talks about a killer
instinct and that was my main
focus. I wanted to give everything I could.”
Grace Ponterio scored in the
32nd minute to make it a 6-0
lead that the Raiders took to the
intermission. Virtually the entire
first half was played on the Perth
Amboy side of the field.
Klurman scored her second goal
in the 43rd minute and Lyght got
her hat trick in the 46th minute.
With an 8-0 lead, Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing, who had already been substituting freely,
cleared his bench for the remainder of play.
“I think it is great that we can
get everyone in,” said Lyght who
sat out much of the second half.
“It gets people experience, so
that if Mr. Ewing needs someone
to come in, he knows he can count
on us because we are all ready to
play in those big moments.”

Sophia Lama finished the scoring with a goal in the 73rd minute.
The Raiders spread the wealth in
this one. Lizzie Ley had two assists. Gabby Aloe, Giorgi Vacca,
Lily Camacho, Ponterio, Alexa
Fazio and Nelson each had one
assist.
Next, the Raiders hosted the
seventh seeded Watchung Hills
Warriors played under gusty wind
conditions on November 1. Price
scored the only goal of the game
in the 36th minute for the victory.
The Raiders needed a spectacular save by goaltender Maya
Kessler to preserve a scoreless
tie in the 33rd minute. Warrior
Chloe Ferreira delivered a high
arcing kick towards the goal and
into a stiff wind. The ball seemed
on a perfect trajectory to come in
under the crossbar and into the
back of the net. But Kessler
reached high into the air, while
falling backwards, and swatted
the ball away from the net. The
goal saving stop had her teammates roaring in approval on the
sideline.
“I have been training for those
kinds of balls all season,” said
Kessler, who made five saves in
the match. “Last season, that
was one of my weaknesses. So it
felt really good that all of my hard
work paid off in that area. The
key is that I always keep my
hand in front of the goal line
because that is really what is
going to stop the ball. As long as
my hand is in front of the goal line
and my body falls back then I’m
fine. Those balls are always hard
to judge even without wind so it
was a little bit tricky but I was

able to pull it out.”
The Raiders took quick advantage of Kessler’s defensive prowess. In the 36th minute, Price
was the recipient of some good
fortune when Warrior goalkeeper
Rebecca Schell could not hold on
to a ball into the box. The loose
ball rolled in Price’s direction and
she struck by sending it into the
back of the net.
“Cat, our left outside defender,
she had a perfect diagonal cross
into the box,” said Price who has
scored eight goals this season.
“The goalie dropped it and I just
followed it in and had to tap it in.
I just had to look for the ball. It
was right in front of me. I was
scared I was off sides but I wasn’t
so all I had to do was hit it in.”
It was Schell’s only miscue on
an otherwise solid day in goal.
Schell had five saves.
“Rebecca has done a great job
for us in goal all season,” said
Watchung Hills Head Coach Brian
Figueirido. “It is a tough play
when you are shooting the ball
into the wind and the ball holds
up a little bit longer than it normally would. You are expecting
the ball to come at you with a
certain velocity. It had a little
curve on it as well. It happens
but she was fantastic for us all
year. Her season won’t be defined by this game.”
Despite a challenge from the
visitors in the second half, the
Raiders were able to make the
one goal lead stick. The Warriors
had a pair of good goal scoring
opportunities in the 74th and
75th minutes respectively but
each shot attempt was wide of
the mark.

“The game today was indicative of our season,” said
Figueirido. “We just kind of hung
in there today and had some
great chances in the final 6 or 7
minutes. We just had a hard time
getting out today with the wind.
We won the toss in the first half
to play with the wind hoping it
would die down a little bit but
when they had the win, we just
had a hard time getting out.”
Typically, the Warriors are a
semifinal or even final round participant but a slow start to their
season put the visitors in a lower
seed this time around.
“We’ve been fortunate here,”
said Figueirido. “We’ve won a lot
of games and won a few titles but
I’m not honestly sure if I’ve ever
been prouder of a group than I
am of this one. We started off 15 and we finished 12-10. We
played an incredible schedule.
We didn’t go 12-10 because our
schedule lightened up in the end.
We beat some good teams. We
never, ever looked like a 1-5
team. The kids never dropped
their heads, ever. And they came
out here today and almost got
one.”
The 15-2-2 Raiders will play
Westfield, the number three seed
and fierce border rival. The Raiders head into that showdown with
a full head of steam and a lot of
confidence.
“Today was really good for us,”
said Kessler. “I think there were
still a few more goal scoring opportunities that we have to take
advantage of. But Faith getting
that really nice goal and having a
really strong defensive game is
good for our confidence.”
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The Grout Guy
Backsplashes, Floors,
Kitchens, Bathrooms
In addition to tile and grout
repair, regrouting and grout
staining, we also install tile.
Call for a free in-home
estimate.
973-634-7384
goleader.com/free

Precision Painting Plus
Specializing in Interior
Painting, Wall Repair,
Spackling, Professional,
Neat, Reliable
No job too small
Book me before the holidays!
Free estimates
908-400-5599
goleader.com/free

ELECTION NIGHT 2019...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R21st, Westfield), top right,
speaks to the media after his
and Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz’s (R-21st, Summit) reelection victory, while above
left,
Democrat
Stacy
Gunderman talks to supporters after conceding the Assembly race along with her
runningmate
Lisa
Mandelblatt. Below at left,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, who won a fifth term,
celebrates with Councilwoman-elect
Francine
Glaser, center, and veteran
Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, who also won Tuesday night, while State Senator and Union County Democratic Chairman Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd), talk to supporters at Mandelblatt/
Gunderman Election Night
event in Springfield.
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