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LIFE LESSONS...Students rehearse for the upcoming performance of The Outsiders at Roosevelt Intermediate School.
Pictured, left to right, are: Skyler Lipkind, Ryder Manson, Owen Ing, Danny Pierce, Hudson Wilcomes and Ben Dickerson.

S.E. Hinton’s, The Outsiders, Staged
At RIS Has Lessons for All Ages

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — At any age in a
person’s life, he can feel like an out-
sider, the uninvited, the one who
doesn’t fit in or belong. It’s an espe-
cially familiar feeling during adoles-
cence, so it’s perfect that the Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) chose to
produce The Outsiders, a young-adult
book by S.E. Hinton, as their fall play.
The director of the show, Kim Jonny,
said the issues that the characters deal
with are as relevant today as they
were 50 years ago.

The book is part of the seventh-

grade curriculum in Westfield, so,
additionally, it brings an opportunity
to have students reflect their under-
standing of the characters and the
message of the story to share with
parents and fellow students alike.

The 1967 book was written by S.E.
Hinton when she was a 16-year-old
junior in high school. In a private
interview with her decades ago, she
told this reporter that she went by
“S.E.” rather than Susan Eloise be-
cause, as she said, “Teenage boys
don’t read books by a girl, but girls
will read a novel no matter who wrote
it.” Set in Tulsa, Oklahoma, it’s the

story of rival teenage gangs who are
separated by socioeconomic status.
The “Socs” are upper class boys, part
of the socials vs. the “greasers” who
are part of the working-class.

In a phone interview, Ms. Jonny, a
teacher of sixth- and seventh-grade
public speaking and the eighth-grade
elective of drama, said she selected
this play because she knew the pre-
teens and teens knew it. “This is a
coming-of-age story where these char-
acters will be brought to life,” she
explained. “It’s a story that every teen
can identify with, the emotions that

Cranford Theater is Reopening
Friday—Let’s Go to the Movies!
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — There is some-
thing about a local movie theater. Some
may call watching a movie at a theater
passé with home-theater options ga-
lore. I, on the other hand, still believe
in “going to the movies”. When “Let’s
Go to the Movies” played in Annie that
look of pure joy and fascination in
Annie’s eyes tells it all. “Sitting in the
darkness, What a world to see…” the
song articulates. That sentiment of sit-
ting in the darkness has a new conno-
tation today where at home the movie
setting is far from that of a movie
theater where the opening previews
begin to roll, the lights dim, the sound
booms from all directions, the crin-
kling of wrappers opening and the
smell of movie popcorn butter. It’s the
start for hours of focus directed to the
big screen ahead, and nothing else
except for maybe that tub of popcorn
or bar of candy in your hand. Distrac-
tions of the day are left behind, as the
story portrayed on film captures all of
your senses and imagination.

Movie buffs and those who want to
preserve their beloved landmarks
spoke out when two, vintage movie
theaters—the Rialto and the Cranford
Theater—suddenly went dark in our
communities. One of those two the-
aters is opening back up tomorrow,
Friday. The Cranford Theater in down-
town Cranford will light up its screens
with a full slate of new films.

After the operator closed suddenly,
the property owner Jesse Sayegh with
his daughter Doreen Sayegh, who is
now co-owner of the theater, stepped
in with some movie magic of their
own and overhauled the entire space
and fixed the lights on the marquee in
wicked time. Moviegoers, as soon as
they step through the glass doors will
see the box office has moved, creat-
ing an open concept lobby, new floor-
ing, a dazzling new backsplash be-
hind the concession stand, renovated

restrooms, and in the five movie audi-
toriums are all new carpets, drapes,
reclining high-back seats, and new
screens, projectors and sound sys-
tem. The theater will also offer a party
room for children’s parties, and with
the new front lobby layout the theater
can play host to private parties and
events right in the lobby.

“We want to provide an experi-
ence. Build memories. I grew up in
this business—I was behind a candy
stand as a child, barely could see over
it but I wanted to go to work. I have a
lot of fond memories of the
theater…it’s a fun place. We are striv-
ing to help people build great memo-
ries with their families and loved
ones…and be part of our family,” Ms.
Sayegh told The Westfield Leader.

Those old Hollywood classics,
arthouse and foreign films, will be
coming back to the theater, as will the
live performances of the Metropolitan
Opera. The special events coordinated
with Downtown Cranford are to also
continue. The spirit of Christmastime
this year will come alive at the theater
in a new give-back event where Santa
Claus will accept toy donations for

charity, meet with children who can
come in their PJs, tell Santa their Christ-
mas wish and then head into the the-
ater to watch a movie.

This week on the big screen, the
theater will be showing Judy, Last
Christmas, Joker, The Addams Family,
and Midway. Adult tickets are $11.75
each. There will be discounted prices
for matinees until 4 p.m. ($10), children
ages 11 and under ($9.50), and senior
citizens ages 65 and older, students
with a school ID, and military person-
nel, all $10. Also, on Tuesday there is
special pricing ($8.50 or $6 depending
on the movie). Tickets can be pur-
chased with cash or credit card at the
box office located at 25 North Avenue
West. Soon the theater will offer pur-
chasing tickets online at its new website
www.cranfordtheater.com. Also, the
theater experiences may be enhanced
in the future as Ms. Sayegh is exploring
more food and beverage options for the
concession stand.

Seeing “Cranford” lit up again in its
vintage lettering above the marquee, is
a happy new beginning, let’s all make
sure that it remains happy and never
ends. Let’s go to the movies!

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THEY’RE BACK...The Cranford Theater in downtown Cranford will light up its
screens starting this Friday, November 8, with a full slate of new films.
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Sparking the Mind
An opportunity to learn, to discuss and to be a part of a stimulating community.  

For adults of all ages. 

From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

Upcoming Series Tuesdays at the JCC from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
1391 Martine Ave

Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Frank Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Cell: 908-337-2245
fisoldi@cbmoves.com

133 Prospect Street, Westfield Offered at $1,195,500

3852 Square Foot Office Building with On-Site Parking. In town Westfield location
for shopping, dining and public transportation. Additional parking available in
municipal lot directly across the street plus the option of purchasing on street
parking permits. Excellent condition and ready for immediate occupancy!

Call Frank Isoldi for details: 908-337-2245

**Location and Price Unbeatable Together**

NutcrackerNutcracker
AMERICAN REPERTORY BALLET’S

Union County Performing Arts Center | Rahway  
November 23  | 7:30 PM 

November 24  | 1:00 PM (sensory-friendly performance) 
732-499-8226 | ucpac.org 

arballet.org


