
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 7, 2019 Page 13
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North Brunswick Hold Back Blue Devils, 38-21
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

down grab to make the score 17-14.
“We wanted to take shots in this

game. Hank took a shot. I jumped for
the ball and I guess he [defender]
tipped it or something. The ball tipped
in the air. I don’t even know what was
going through my mind but I found
the ball and did whatever I could to
catch it,” Rooney recalled.

But North Brunswick answered
with a 13-play, 53-yard scoring drive
that ended with Bailey’s three-yard
plunge on the first play of the fourth
quarter. Westfield answered with 12
straight pass plays to make the score,
24-21, when Shapiro hit Rooney down
the right sideline for the 30-yard touch-
down with 3:36 left in the game.
Rooney kept the drive alive with an
NFL toes-in grab.

“At that point, we were just trying
to get what we could get. Hank made
a good throw to keep it away from the
defense and I did all I could to keep
my feet in bounds and spear the catch,”
Rooney described.

“You could tell their game plan for

us, they really tried to cover Griffin as
much as they could. They had a tal-
ented defensive line too, so we have
to look at the film, get back here on
Monday to get ready for our playoff
game,” Shapiro said.

Only 23 seconds later, the Raiders
upped their lead to 31-21 when Hicks
hooked around the left side for a 61-
yard touchdown. The Blue Devils had
no choice but to continue in the air.
Then when the ball was knocked out
of Shapiro’s hands, Pereira scooped it
and sprinted 61 yards for the touch-
down.

The fourth-seeded Blue Devils will
host fifth-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 1, Group 5 playoffs this Sat-
urday, November 9, at 1 p.m.

“We knew this was going to be a big
game deciding our seed but coach
said in the huddle that we could beat
anyone or we could lose to anyone, so
it doesn’t really matter who we play.
We just have to have a good week of
practice and come prepared and ready

to beat anyone,” Rooney said.
“Monday we got to get everybody

healthy again, everybody stronger and
learn from our mistakes from this
game then move on to whoever we
have to play next week. Tuesday and
Wednesday we got to put in our game
plan and make sure it is sound. Griffin
said that you can beat anybody or you
can lose to anybody. We got to be
crisp all week,” Shapiro added.

“We need to lock it in this week. We
really need to do everything right. We
need our senior leadership this week
because this season is for the seniors
and we want to get it done,” McCauley
emphasized.

“Everybody has to be ready men-
tally to go with a positive mindset
because we know we can beat any-
body. Like Declan said, as seniors we
got to put everybody on our back to
lead us through the playoffs. I think
we can win some games and go pretty
far,” Kessler said.
North Brunswick   7 10   0 21 38
Westfield   7   0   7   7 21

Westfield lead.
“After watching the film, I knew

one of their vulnerable spots was their
outside back, so when I saw the ball
go over the top, I knew I could slip
inside from the outside back. I didn’t
want to chance anything. I wanted to
think in my mind if it would bounce
off the goalie or take a weird deflec-
tion, I just wanted to put my body and
my mind in a spot where I know I
would finish the ball,” Bertch recalled.

With 12 minutes on the clock,
Friedberg added a great diving-to-
his-right deflection and Ellner came
to assist to turn the ball upfield. Then
with 6:07 left, a Blue Devil defender
fouled a Chief in the box to set up a
penalty kick that George Louis-
Ferdinand made count. The Chiefs’
continued quick little surges from
time-to-time made situations spooky
but the Blue Devils remained in charge
for the rest of the game.

“I thought we did well in the first 15
to 20 minutes to go after them and
expose what we felt was their weak-
ness and getting two early goals. Then
they had nothing to lose to throw

numbers forward with number 6, who
was very hard to handle, very wise
player. He went after one of our play-
ers in the back and got caught. Gave
up a PK,” Coach Shaw said.

“We were a little bit shaken up at
the beginning but we knew that if we
played our game, we would be able to
finish out the game quickly. I think we
played good throughout the entire
game. We had a lot more chances and
we should have buried them but win-
ning is all that matters,” co-captain
Ronit Rao related.

“Like Ronit said, just play our game.
Don’t let our heads down. Don’t worry
about it too much. Control the factors
that you can control. It’s our game, it’s
our home field. We had it the whole time.
No doubt in my mind,” Blake expressed.

“Number 6 was a big threat, prob-
ably the best player on Piscataway’s
offense. After that PK, we knew we
really had to be careful with him on
the sideline and we have to double
him when he gets down on the cor-
ner,” Carayannopoulos explained.

“In the second half, we fared pretty
well again. I think we were composed

well with the ball, created several
opportunities. Unfortunately we didn’t
get another goal but Ryan [Friedberg]
in goal came up with two or three big
saves to keep us in the lead. So with-
out those saves, I think it would have
been a little bit different of an out-
come,” Coach Shaw said.

“I thought we were dominating the
whole game before that penalty kick.
Even though they got a penalty kick
and it went in, I had no doubts. I had
faith in my defense to shut them down.
I thought that we were going to con-
tinue the way we were in the beginning
of the game and we did,” Bertch added.

“I think we were attacking for the
great majority of the game. We had a
lot of great chances attacking from
both flanks. Our defense has been
solid throughout this whole season.
They are the reason we stay in games
a lot of the times,” Rao said.

Next would be yet another show-
down with second-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the semifinals at
Scotch Plains on November 5.
Piscataway 1 0 1
Westfield 2 0 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GANGING UP ON A MAJOR PROBLEM...Nearly the entire Blue Devil defensive line and linebackers gang up to bring
down North Brunswick running back Myles Bailey, No. 2. The Raiders defeated the Blue Devils, 38-21, at Kehler Stadium.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUSING A DISTURBANCE AT THE NET...Blue Devil Chris Giglio, No. 5, makes the Chief defenders and goalkeeper
nervous as he attempts to get position on the ball at Kehler Stadium. The Blue Devils stopped Piscataway, 2-1.
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