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WF’S LOGGIA FINISHES 2ND, YUCETEPE FINISHES 4TH; SPF’S ZAMBRIO GETS 4TH, WF’S COLLINS FINISHES 7TH

Blue Devil Boys Capture 5th Straight XC Title, Girls Take 3rd
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite a damp and misty after-
noon, defending its title was not a
problem for the Westfield High School
boys cross-country team that placed
six of its seven runners in the Top-10
to capture its fifth straight Union
County (UC) Championship on a
muddy track at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 29. It was the
Blue Devils’ 10th UC title in the last
11 years with only Summit claiming
the title in 2014. The Union Catholic
Vikings won the girls title, while the
Lady Blue Devils, who had owned
the title for the past three years, fin-
ished third.

The Blue Devil boys finished with
a total of 27 well ahead of the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers at 70. Union Catho-
lic took third at 106, followed by
Governor Livingston at 129 and Ora-
tory Prep at 147. The Viking girls
had a tougher time grabbing the title

but finished with a 51 total ahead of
Summit at 61, while the Blue Devils
totaled 74. Kent Place took fourth at
110, followed by New Providence at
153 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
167. The Cranford Cougars placed
ninth with a total of 246.

Blue Devil senior Will Loggia ran
a tight race throughout and crossed
the line second at 16:21 behind
Oratory’s Maximus Russo, who fin-
ished in 16:18. Viking Myles Plummer
crossed third at 16:25.

“I have to give Max Russo credit
for running an awesome title defense.
He won the county title last year. He
came in prepared. It was an honor to
race the guy, who put so much into
this race. He knew that I prepared as
much as I could. I knew that he pre-
pared. Also Myles Plummer from
Union Catholic ran great. It was a
pure battle of people who have dedi-
cated their lifestyle so we can have a
great showing here at the county meet.

It says a lot about what you can do if
you have a passion for something,”
Loggia expressed.

Blue Devil senior Kevin Yucetepe
finished fourth at 16:32. After Chris
Cadmus of New Providence crossed
the line fifth at 16:43, a host of four
Blue Devils flooded the line next
with senior Jack Maranz at 16:48,
junior Will McGlynn at 17:00, senior
Zach Spergel at 17:02 and senior Alex
Maurillo at 17:05. The seventh Blue
Devil, senior Jon Givelber, finished
13th at 17:13. Raiders Miles Roper at
18:00 and Peter Shih at 18:05 fin-
ished 29-31.

“I just wanted to go with the pack
today. All seven of us were rolling
together. You know naturally the race
just opened up, so I tried to move up
with the leaders and it worked out. I
just tried to keep up with them for as
long as I could. The last mile I closed
that gap down that opened during the
second mile. I am satisfied with how

I ran but more importantly, the team
got the victory,” Yucetepe said.

“The strategy for today was just to
stay with the front of the pack and just
leaving it all out there. See what can
happen. Obviously the priority was a

team win and the guys on the team all
ran well,” Loggia added.

But the weather was also a con-
cern. “Coming in on a day when it’s
rainy, you have to take a different
approach. You got to be a little more

conservative. You look down every
now and then to see where the puddles
are. You try to go around those and
any loose debris. It’s Fall, so leaves
and branches haven’t been cleaned
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MURRAY GOAL, ASST; KORZENESKI, MONTAGUE SCORE

Cougars Fend Off Wolfpack
In Girls Soccer Quarters, 3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relaxation and smooth sailing was
not in the cards when the second-
seeded Cranford High School girls
soccer team hosted the seventh-seeded
West Morris Central Wolfpack at
Memorial Field on Halloween Eve,
October 31, in the quarterfinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament. Just after Cranford
would score a goal, things would get
spooky as the Wolfpack would come
snapping back with one of their own
but the Cougars got the final chunk
with a 3-2 victory.

The 15-3-2 Cougars controlled the
pace for the vast majority of the first
20 minutes and scored the first goal
when senior forward Maggie Murray

lofted a corner kick from the left side
into the box where senior midfielder
Sophia Montague got a foot on it
which caused Wolfpack goalkeeper
Susan Whittemore to mishandle it as
it slipped over the goal line.

But the Wolfpack became very stub-
born in the midfield and answered
with a goal by freshman Delaney
Smith on an assist from Alexa
Murawski to knot the score. How-
ever, the Cougars got several more
opportunities with more corner kicks
from Murray and one from sopho-
more attacker Riley Korzeneski to go
with some all out frontal attacks but
the score remained the same until
halftime.

“We had a lot of heads on the ball.
We really didn’t get it to the goal. A lot

went over to the side but they were all
close, a lot of good efforts to get it,”
Murray said.

The Cougars also kept up the pres-
sure in the second half and nearly
scored when Murray ripped a right-
to-left cross into the box where
Korzeneski got her head on the ball
but just missed to the left of the far
post.

“I saw Maggie look up and I knew
it was coming. And I missed it with
my head. It went right next to it [far
post],” Korzeneski explained.

Minutes later the Murray-to-
Korzeneski combination did work.
This time, Murray had possession in
the middle, spotted Korzeneski and
tapped a perfect lead to her.
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L. KLURMAN NETS 2 GOALS; LEY, PRICE 1 GOAL EACH

Raiders Shut Out Blue Devils
In Girls Soccer Semifinal, 4-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No doubt about it! The second-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team was on a
mission and refused to let up until the
very end in its North Jersey, Section

2, Group 4 Tournament game with
third-seeded Westfield in Scotch
Plains on November 4. The Raiders
scored three goals in the first half and
garnished it with numerous assaults
on Blue Devil turf then added a fourth
goal, along with additional attacks, to

emerge with a 4-0 victory and an
opportunity to host the championship
game against the Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers who knocked off top-seeded
North Hunterdon, 3-2.

From the ref’s opening whistle, the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING OVER THE HUMP...A mass of girls, left, and boys emerge from the “Hump” during the Union County Cross-Country Championships held at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 29. The Blue Devil boys captured first.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER A LOOSE BALL...Blue Devil Grace Lanza, No. 8, and Raider Holly Nelson, No. 10, go after a loose ball
during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinal game in Scotch Plains on November 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CREATING CHAOS IN THE BOX...Cougar Sophia Montague, left, creates chaos in the Wolfpack goal area which gave
Cranford a 1-0 lead en route to a 3-2 victory in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament at Cranford.
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