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under new leadership. However, she
said Cranford might not ever find a
“better employee.”
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Hartz

Correction
An article in the October 31st edi-

tion of The Westfield Leader titled
“Vandalism and HIB are Focus of
Westfield BOE Meeting” on cover-
age of the board’s October 29th meet-
ing  incorrectly reported that board
member Tara Oporto asked if the
vandalism was a Harassment, Intimi-
dation and Bullying (HIB). The ques-
tion was asked by a parent.

Mount Saint Mary Academy

1645 US HWY 22 at Terrill Road, Watchung, NJ • (908) 757-0108, EXT. 4506 • www.mountsaintmary.org

Successful Journeys Begin Here!
Join us for Our Entrance Test: November 17 

Lake Hauto – Nesquehoning, Pa

$224,900

Gorgeous colonial with wrap around porch located in Lake Hauto, a private, gated,

lakeside community in Nesquehoning, Pa.  Built in 1995, this one-owner home

features a large living room with fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with all

new stainless steel appliances, four spacious bedrooms, three bathrooms, com-

puter room and a bonus room.  Recent updates to this well-insulated home in-

clude new HVAC and water heater. The home has view of the lake in fall/winter,

and is within walking distance to one of three lake beaches, each of which also

contains tennis and basketball courts, a picnic pavilion and boat docks. Motor-

boats, waverunners, ATVs, and golf carts are all permitted. Home is located two

hours from Union County, and ski resorts are located nearby. Join other Westfield

natives who now call Lake Hauto their second or retirement home.

Contact Bob at 908-451-3283 for further details
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Westfield Planning Board

Bd. of Adjustment Begins
East Grove Application

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Applicant CGFR
LLC., operated and owned by Ralph
Rapuano, began presenting expert
testimony at the October 30 board of
adjustment special hearing on resi-
dential housing at the 214 East Grove
Street location. The applicant is pro-
posing residential housing units on
the first and second floors, while
Westfield ordinance permits housing
on the third and fourth floors, stated
the applicant’s attorney, John Schmidt.

Mr. Rapuano has owned the prop-
erty for the last 10 years, in which
time the property has been vacant,
stated Mr. Schmidt. Mr. Rapuano has
agreed to design the location’s inte-
rior towards whatever tenant would
have rented the location, Mr. Schmidt
said.

Mr. Schmidt said for 10 years the
applicant negotiated rental agree-
ments for three-year durations. He
said various discussions were held
with potential tenants including chi-
ropractors, plastic surgeons, Robert
Wood Johnson, Trinitas Regional
Medical Center and childhood edu-
cation businesses.

He said the applicant believes the
commercial rental space is designed
to fit a commercial niche which is no
longer in immense demand. The con-
solidation of numerous medical
groups into central locations; for ex-
ample, Summit Medical Group, has
impacted the demand for indepen-
dent practitioners, Mr. Schmidt said.

The applicant is not claiming eco-
nomic inutility, stated Mr. Schmidt.
However, the applicant wants to cre-
ate a building which is marketable to
changing downtown consumer tastes.

Mr. Schmidt said the applicant is
not intending to discuss the project’s

investment returns. However, Mr.
Rapuano stated that the proposed
project would allow the location to be
marketable and avoid future invest-
ment losses or operating costs.

Westfield resident Robin Schaeffer
said the building has broken win-
dows, an unrefined driveway, unkept
landscaping, and other exterior aes-
thetic setbacks. Ms. Schaeffer asked
the applicant’s attorney if the
building’s exterior “had an effect on
rentability.”

Mr. Schmidt responded that the
exterior did not have an impact on
soliciting potential renters because
the understanding in commercial real
estate is the space is built out pending
on the renter.

Board of Adjustment member Mat-
thew Sontz had to excuse himself
from voting on the application as Mr.
Sontz had worked closely with Mr.
Rapuano’s hired expert witnesses. Mr.
Sontz said because of his working
relationship, both prior and forward-
looking with several expert witnesses,
he would not be able to ethically cast
a vote for or against the application.

The applicant “will choose” to
move forward with the hearing, al-
though a decision would not be ren-
dered until a replacement board mem-
ber has had the chance to get “caught
up” on testimony before voting on the
application, stated Mr. Schmidt. Due
to voting member quorum standards,
the board said the applicant “will be
given the opportunity” to postpone
the hearing until all necessary voting
members are present, stated Board
Attorney Diane Dabulas.

Mr. Sontz was one of seven voting
members at the meeting. The appli-
cant needs five of seven board mem-
bers to approve the application for the
application to pass, stated Ms. Dabulas.

At the public outreach events, top-
ics discussed amongst residents and
town leadership included public
safety, historic preservation, commu-
nity engagement, cultural centers, and
parks and recreation, stated Mayor
Brindle. Mr. Janota said not every
request has been addressed, as each
town is limited to funding and re-
source needs.

However, the feasibility of most
suggestions has been addressed or
discussed in the report, stated Mr.
Janota. An infographic picture could
be implemented in the final draft to
summarize what residents expressed
interest in discussing at the public
forums, stated Planning Board mem-
ber Anastasia Harrison.

Mayor Brindle said the final draft
will be made public on the Westfield
town website.

In other business, the board ap-
proved an amendment to the Land
Use Ordinance requiring a digital copy
of applications to the planning board
and board of adjustment. The resolu-
tion is purposed with allowing the
board to utilize less paper, stated Town

Planner Donald Sammet. Mayor
Brindle said less paper will allow the
town to charge applicants less in fees
while reducing operating expenses
for the town, which would simulta-
neously increase the planning board’s
profits.

Mr. Newell said tablets allow for
data to be reviewed quickly while
effectively reducing the need to print.
Mr. Sammet said the purpose is for
the town to one day operate paperless,
or at least pertaining to the amount of
paper needed for each application.

The board also reviewed an ordi-
nance that would allow projecting
signs to be displayed in front of
Westfield businesses. Mr. Sammet
said numerous business owners have
asked “for over a decade” that a cur-
rent ordinance be overturned that does
allow such signs.

He said the projecting signs have
raised lettering, allowing for enhanced
distinction.

Mr. LaPlace congratulated Mr.
Sammet on leading the efforts to over-
turn an outdated ordinance, which was
not helping downtown business owners.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME TO WESTFIELD...A new mural at the underpass between South
Avenue and North Avenue at the Westfield traffic circle is up. The first of two
murals was completed by Artist Ricardo Roig, a local artist, gallery owner and
former Westfield High School art teacher. He was commisioned by the town to
design a pair of murals to be painted along the NJ Transit underpass that links the
North and South Avenue at the traffic circle.
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Westfield Election Night
energy in the room, a collaboration of
Westfield — Democrats, Indepen-
dents and Republicans here,” Mr.
LoGrippo told the crowd.

“We represent everyone in
Westfield. The next four years I look
forward to working with everyone.
My dream is to have improved facili-
ties for sports and (make the town)
affordable for everyone to stay in
Westfield and live in Westfield,” Mr.
LoGrippo told The Westfield Leader.
Mr. LoGrippo won in a tight race
against Democrat Jennifer Gilman,
with unofficial results showing 1,141
to 1,059.

“She had the toughest race,” Mayor
Brindle said regarding Ms. Gilman.
According to Sharon Stockwell, cam-
paign supervisor, Ward 3 was the
hardest race because Mr. LoGrippo is
a sitting councilman and has the “name
recognition.” Mayor Brindle said she
was “still holding out hope for a lot of
vote by mails that are going to be
coming in.” Ms. Stockwell said
Democrats had double the number of
requests to vote by mail than the

Republicans and typically have a
higher percentage of returns.

Unofficial results show in Ward 1:
Mr. Boyes, 1,187, Mr. Benacchio 854;
in Ward 2, Mr. Parmelee, 1,226, Mr.
Bodmer, 765; in Ward 4, Mr. Katz
1,192, Mr. Stokes 871.

Rupa Motwani, chair of the
Westfield Democratic Committee
said, “We have an amazing ‘Westfield
Together’ team. We ran a positive
campaign.”

Jo Ann Neylan, chair of the
Westfield Republican committee and
a town councilwoman, said, “We are
not losers tonight. We do not leave
here discouraged. We leave here de-
termined. We have the best candi-
dates. We have the best ideas and the
best ideals. We have honesty and we
have integrity. We were against a pre-
vailing political climate.”

When asked about what the coun-
cil was most hoping to accomplish
moving forward, campaign manager
for the Democrats Ben Nanna said,
“We want to build on the progress
that we’ve seen in Westfield, that
residents have wanted for years.” He
also said they are planning on a “ho-
listic” plan that they want to see “come
to fruition” for the future generations
of Westfield.

In the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion race, incumbents Amy Root,
Michael Bielen, and J. Brendan
Galligan retained their seats. Robert
Garrison and Brian Morrissey were
uncontested to fill the unexpired term
seats. Mr. Garrison is for two years
and Mr. Morrisey is for one year.

Mirabella of Fanwood were on hand
at Democratic headquarters at the
Hilton Garden Inn on Route 22 in
Springfield.

“A Democratic win for the 21st
District would mean people are pay-
ing attention to issues that are impor-
tant to the Democratic agenda. Sena-
tor Nick Scutari, (Union County
Democratic) chairman, has set the
tone that every race tonight is win-
nable,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Mandelblatt/Gunderman supporter
Robert Kendler said that a win would

cause a shake-up in the Assembly. “It
would solidify the Democratic voice
in the Assembly,” he said.

In the neighboring 22nd Legisla-
tive District, which includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield, in-
cumbent Democrats, Assembly-
woman Linda Carter of Plainfield
and Assemblyman James Kennedy of
Rahway, garnered 18,703 and 18,099
votes, respectively, and were reelected
over Pat Quattrocchi of Clark, a
former Garwood mayor and council-
woman, who received 9,665 votes.

Miller-Prunty, O’Connor
Win Cranford Com. Seats

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democrat Kathleen
Miller-Prunty and incumbent Republi-
can Mary O’Connor were elected Tues-
day night in the race for seats on the
township committee. The results are
unofficial pending mail-in ballots, which
will be counted if postmarked Novem-
ber 7 and received within 48 hours of
the election.

With 29 of 30 districts reporting, Ms.
Miller-Prunty had 3,437 tallies, or 26.30
percent of the vote, followed by incum-
bent Mary O’Connor, 3,391 votes, 25.95
percent. They were followed by Demo-
crat Brian Andrews, 3,304 tallies and
25.28 percent of the vote, who trailed in
third place by 87 votes, and Republi-
can, Philip Siliato, with 2,935 votes and
22.46 percent of the total vote.

If the current numbers hold up, Ms.
Miller-Prunty will join Ms. O’Connor
on the committee with Democrats keep-
ing their 4-1 advantage on the five-seat
committee. Democrat Ann Dooley
chose not to run for re-election.

“There are a couple of issues that I’ve
been working on for years,” said Ms.
Miller-Prunty after the initial vote to-
tals were received. “One is improving
pedestrian safety and making the town
more walkable starting in the down-
town area and filtering out from there.
The right kind of development, not the
big large development of residential
neighborhoods. I am totally opposed to
that and have been opposed to that for
a very long time. Growth and invest-
ment downtown.

“The other is one that I’ve been work-
ing on for years, which is improving
service on the Raritan Valley Line. That
has been a passion and I will continue
working on that. I have lived here for 40
years and I have to tell you that I made
a promise that if I won I would go back
out and knock on doors again just to
talk to people, not to ask for anything
but just to talk to people,” Ms. Miller-
Prunty said.

The razor thin margins means the
election could be decided by the mail-in
votes, which are estimated to be around
900. Depending on the results of those
vote counts, the top three positions could
change. Over 13,000 votes were cast in
the township committee election.

Making matters more uncertain was
the fact that Democratic and Republi-
can headquarters each had different
vote tallies at the end of the evening.
Over at Killkenny House where the

Democrats gathered, tallies showed that
Miller-Prunty had earned 3,521 votes
compared to 3,490 for Ms. O’Connor
and 3386 for Andrews.

Over at The Garlic Rose, GOP cam-
paign workers had Ms. O’Connor ahead
with Ms. Miller-Prunty a close second.

“I think during the entire campaign
we have focused on things that are
really important to Cranford residents,”
said Ms. O’Connor. “Keeping our in-
frastructure up to date, paving our roads,
keeping our flooding and road projects
on track. We need to find a way to
address the court-mandated, high-den-
sity housing throughout the suburban
towns. The numbers that are coming
out of Trenton just are not sustainable in
any local municipality as far as public
safety, infrastructure and education.
Those are the areas I really want to
concentrate on and I hope to continue
my work there.”

Also decided Tuesday was the race
for Cranford Board of Election where
six candidates vied for three positions
on the board. Brett Dreyer, 3,291 votes;
incumbents Nicole Sherrin Kessler,
2,718 tallies, and Patrick Lynch, 2,376
votes, were the top vote getters over
incumbent Brian McCarthy, 2,122
votes; Veronica Doyle, 2,106, votes,
and Brian Lopez, 1,273.
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Bramnick, Muñoz Re-elected
To Assembly, 21st District

Michael Bonaccorso for The Westfield Leader
DEMS SWEEP GARWOOD RACE...Garwood Democrats sweep the Garwood
Republicans for the council seats on election night Tuesday. Councilman Marc
Lazarow, pictured left, and Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock, third from left,
were re-elected while Councilman Russell Graham, second from left, who filled
Mayor Sara Todisco’s, pictured right, vacant seat was officially elected.

Garwood DEMS Sweep;
Ryan, Kjetsaa, Barnes Win

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Three new members
were elected to the Garwood Board of
Education while the Garwood Demo-
crats swept the Garwood Republicans
for the council seats on election night.
Elected to the school board were Timo-
thy Ryan, former board member Mary
Ann Kjetsaa, and newcomer Adrienne
Barnes. Councilman Marc Lazarow
and Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock were re-elected while
Councilman Russell Graham, who
filled the seat previously held by Mayor
Sara Todisco, was officially elected.

Timothy Ryan, 487 votes, was the
board of education vote leader with
Ms. Kjetssa, 481, and Ms. Barnes,
465, receiving enough to pull ahead as
per Tuesday night’s calculations. Board
of Education incumbents received
Susan Groning, 401; Salvatore Piarulli,
397, and Tina M. Simitz 396, votes,
respectively. All vote totals are per the
Garwood Borough Clerk’s office are
unofficial as they do include any out-
standing mail-in ballots, stated Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma.

“I’m just very happy to serve. To
serve, the students, parents, and staff,”
Ms. Kjetsaa said.

Councilwoman Blumenstock, 769
votes; led Democrats, receiving the
most votes followed by Councilman
Lazarow, 733, and Joseph Nicastro,
III, 485, and Victor Stevens, 476. In
the race for an unexpired term, Mr.
Graham received 724 votes to Mr.
Bellomo’s 503.

“When I ran (for council) two years
ago, I lost by six votes. With the
incredible team this year, the support.
I knew there was no way we would
fall short,” Councilman Graham said.

Resident Stephanie Bianco stated
she wanted to congratulate the
Garwood Democrats on their win.

“A job well done,” Ms. Bianco
said.

Mayor Sara Todisco said  she was
“ecstatic about the election results.”

“Over the past year the entire coun-
cil worked together as a team. We will
continue to do so,” Mayor Todisco
said.

Councilwoman Blumenstock said
Mayor Todisco and the council work-
ing together made “many strides” for
borough residents over the past three
years.

“I just want to keep that going. I
want to keep building on that commu-
nity spirit,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.

Garwood resident and Democratic
committeewoman Laura Schilare said
Mr. Graham, Mr. Lazarow, and Ms.
Blumenstock have been great for the
Democratic Party’s leadership in
Garwood.

Mirabelli, Dierkes
Re-elected in Mtsd.

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, a Republican,
received 1,338 votes, and was re-elected
over Independent Charles Coady
Brown, who garnered 497 votes, Tues-
day night.

Incumbent Republican Councilman
Rene Dierkes won re-election with
1,252 votes. Councilwoman-elect
Donna Pacifico received 1,200 votes.
Democrat Scott Gomez received 1,152
votes in his second run for borough
council.

Ms. Pacifico will replace veteran Re-
publican Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
who did not seek re-election.

Also, Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation members James Ruban and Car-
mine Venes were unopposed in their re-
election bids, receiving 1,316 and 1,211
votes, respectively.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SAILING PUMPKINS...These kids view floating pumpkins on Echo Lake during
Friday’s annual Union County Great Pumpkin Sail.

Dems Sweep In Race
For Freeholder Seats
WESTFIELD – Union County in-

cumbent Democrat Freeholders Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, 44,708
votes; Sergio Granados of Elizabeth,
43,884 votes, and Rebecca Williams
of Plainfield, 45,675 votes, were re-
elected Tuesday night over Republi-
cans Peter Kane of Summit, 26,834
votes, and Glenn Gelband of Moun-
tainside, 26,538 tallies.

Also, Surrogate James LaCorte of
Union, 45,544 votes, was re-elected
to another term over Republican Pe-
ter Lijoi of Summit, 24,973 votes.
County results are with 416 of 431
voting districts reporting.

Democrats will maintain a 9-0
majority they have held since 1998.


