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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COMING SOON...The Cranford Theater, which shut down on September 4, is set
to reopen on Friday, November 8, following extensive renovations. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Hartz Mtn. Sues Cranford
Over 750 Walnut Ruling

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain In-
dustries, Inc., LLC, has legally re-
jected the Cranford Planning Board’s
ruling to deny the rezoning of 750
Walnut Avenue by filing a lawsuit
against the Township of Cranford,
the Township Committee and the
Planning Board, said Mayor Patrick
Giblin at the October 29 township
committee meeting. The lawsuit re-
jects the planning board’s “validity to
deny the rezoning application for 750
Walnut,” stated Mayor Giblin.

“As a member of the planning board
and the township committee, I stand by
the decisions of both entities,” Mayor
Giblin said.

The planning board had rejected
the application to rezone the com-
mercial-and industrial-zoned property
to residential, and the township com-
mittee upheld the board’s decision.
Hartz Mountain had proposed an
apartment complex with 905-apart-
ments on a some 30-acre parcel of
land at 750 Walnut Avenue.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the mayor
announced that PSE&G has yet to de-
termine a suitable route for the electric
system upgrade power lines from 26 to
69 kV, noting that a decision should be
rendered in several weeks. He said
PSE&G is in the final stages of con-
ducting a technical analysis to deter-
mine the power lines route.

Cranford residents protested the
power lines running along Walnut
Avenue while opting for the lines to
run along the railroad tracks, stated
Mayor Giblin. The utility, he said, is
in discussion with Conrail (which
oversees the railroad tracks), and ana-
lyzing the project’s feasibility depend-
ing on Conrail’s current and future
operational needs.

Mayor Giblin said the upgrades
would replace a 50-year-old electrical

network.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor pre-

sented William Ilaria with the evening’s
“mayor announcement,” recognizing
Mr. Ilaria’s years of service to the Cran-
ford Municipal Alliance. The Cranford
Municipal Alliance is a community or-
ganization providing families with edu-
cational resources aimed at preventing
teenage substance abuse.

Mr. Ilaria has served as the Cranford
Municipal Alliance chairman for more
than 10 years, stated Commissioner
O’Connor. Under his leadership, the
Municipal Alliance is one “of the most
respected” in Union County, she stated.

As Municipal Alliance chairman, Mr.
Illaria implemented the “21 means 21”
initiative, with its signs having become
a “recognized staple in the commu-
nity,” Commissioner O’Connor said.
Mr. Ilaria’s community network in-
volved committee members, business
owners and numerous other commu-
nity leaders, said Ms. O’Connor.

Mr. Ilaria has lived in Cranford for
more than 50 years, raising two chil-
dren on Sylvester Street.

Department of Public Works (DPW)
Superintendent Steve Wardell has offi-
cially retired as per a final resolution
approval by the township committee.
Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said
Mr. Wardell has been a “behind-the-
scenes person who keeps the Township
of Cranford running.”

“You name it, our Department of
Public Works does it. Under Steve’s
leadership, they have done one heck of
a job,” Commissioner Hannen said.

Mr. Hannen said Mr. Wardell’s pres-
ence in Cranford will be “irreplace-
able.” Mr. Wardell started working in
the Cranford Engineering Department
before being promoted to DPW super-
intendent.

Commissioner Ann Dooley said
Cranford’s DPW will remain “strong”

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Index

Free Advertising Online Opportunities:
See www.goleader.com/free

Planning Bd. Discusses
Reexamination Report

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – HZM Associates
representative Jeff Janota presented
the planning board with a preliminary
master plan reexamination report at
Monday night’s board meeting. Mr.
Janota said the final master plan reex-
amination draft will be made avail-
able to interested residents on Mon-
day, December 2. The final draft will
include a vision statement followed
by a snapshot of each section within
the report.

“We want as many residents to read
this as possible,” Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.

Mayor Brindle said the report’s
vision statement should be
“aspirational.” Mr. Janota said the
vision statement could describe the
report’s purpose and goals that
Westfield strives to maintain and be-
come through the master plan’s direc-
tives.

Planning Board member Ann
Freedman said the most commonly
discussed topics should be summa-
rized and detailed towards the front
of the document. She said resident

focus has frequently been on transit-
related issues and proposed or pos-
sible future housing developments.

Board member Michael LaPlace
said that although density specific
numbers could not be forecasted, it
could be touched upon in the master
plan how Westfield’s downtown can
evolve as a thriving transit village as
the town addresses Council on Af-
fordable Housing obligations.

Board Chairman Robert Newell
said the master plan report should
include an effective summary describ-
ing what residents asked for, the town
they want to live in, the culture which
should be fostered, and the aesthetics
protecting those virtues. An execu-
tive summary on each topic section
reviewed by HZM Associates will
allow residents to remain efficiently
and effectively informed, stated Ms.
Freedman.

Throughout the last year, Mayor
Brindle said, she and the town coun-
cil have hosted public forums to en-
gage residents to give ideas and sug-
gestions on what can be improved in
many facets of Westfield.

Paul Lachenaeur for The Westfield Leader
BRAMNICK, MUNOZ WIN...Twenty-first Legislative District Republicans Jon Bramnick and Nancy Munoz, left, were
narrowly re-elected to the State Assembly in Tuesday’s election, winning over Democrats Lisa Mandelblatt and Stacey
Gunderman. “Common sense prevailed” in the 21st District, Asm. Bramnick said in a speech at the Italian American Club
in Westfield Tuesday night.  Pictured at right is Senator Tom Kean.

Jennifer Glackin for The Westfield Leader
FLIP WESTFIELD...The Westfield Democrats won three out of four wards for
Town Council. At election night campaign headquarters, 16 Propsect, Mayor
Shelley Brindle speaks on behalf of town council candidates, pictured from left,
Scott Katz, Mark Parmelee and Jim Boyes, who won in Wards 4,  2, and 1,
respectively, and Jennifer Gilman, pictured third from left, who narrowly lost to
incumbent Republican Mark LoGrippo for Ward 3.

Paul Lachenaeur for The Westfield Leader
A THIRD TERM...Republican Mark LoGrippo wins in a tight race against
Democrat Jennifer Gilman, in Ward 3, with unofficial results showing 1,141 to
1,059. The two-term councilman is pictured with former Westfield mayor Andy
Skibitsky.

Sports: Blue Devil Boys Capture
5th Straight UC X-C Title; Raiders
Shut Out Blue Devils Girls in Soccer
Semi; Cougars Fend Off Wolfpack in

Girls Soccer Quarter; Blue Devils
Handle Chiefs in Boys Soccer Quar-
ters; North Brunswick Holds Back
Blue Devils in Football.

Westfield Dems Take 3 of 4 Wards
On Council; BOE Retain Seats

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and
JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Democrats
picked up three of the four open seats
on town council Tuesday night, ac-
cording to the unofficial results.
Democrats Jim Boyes for Ward 1,
Mark Parmelee for Ward 2, Scott
Katz for Ward 4 and Republican Mark
LoGrippo for Ward 3 will start the
four-year term starting January 1,
2020. This gives the Democrats an 7-
1 advantage on the council and an 8-

1 majority overall on the governing
body. Mr. LoGrippo was reelected to
a third term.

In a speech to the attendees of the
campaign event for the democratic
candidates at 16 Prospect, Mayor
Shelley Brindle, a Democrat, said she
“couldn’t have been prouder of the
campaign everybody ran, and it was
definitely a reflection of the cam-
paign we ran two years ago.” She
continued, “I think what we did to-
night was a bigger accomplishment
than what we did two years ago. It is
unfathomable that our town has
flipped blue. We didn’t get that be-
cause we didn’t just get Democrats to
vote for us. It’s really important to
remember: we did that because we
got Independents and Republicans to
vote for us, too.”

“We have a council, I think, with

really shared values about inclusive-
ness and getting stuff done and actu-
ally being proactive and I think it
really reflects the community that we
are,” the Mayor said.

That sentiment of having support
from all sides was the clinch in being
reelected, said Mr. LoGrippo at the
Republican campaign event head-
quarters at the Italian American Club
on Central Avenue in Westfield. Coun-
cilman LoGrippo thanked a multi-
tude of people who worked on his
campaign, his family and the support
of residents who were liberals, con-
servatives and independents. “We
need everyone’s support going for-
ward. I will be one voice on the coun-
cil, so I’ll need everyone’s support,”
he told the crowd.

“What I am feeling right now is the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Bramnick, Muñoz Eke Out
Re-election Victories In Assembly

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Twenty-first Legislative
District Republicans Jon Bramnick
and Nancy Muñoz were narrowly re-
elected to the State Assembly in
Tuesday’s election.

Unofficial results showed Mr.
Bramnick, of Westfield, the
Assembly’s top Republican, winning
18,600 votes, or 25.3 percent of the
total, and Mrs. Muñoz, of Summit,
gaining 18,102 votes, or 24.6 per-
cent. Close behind were Democrats

Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield, who
received 17,883 votes, or 24.3 per-
cent, and Stacey Gunderman of New
Providence, who won 17,482 votes,
or 23.8 percent. A ticket of Indepen-
dent conservatives led by former
Scotch Plains mayor Martin Marks
and Harris Pappas received less than
1,400 votes in total.

The race for the two Assembly seats
was a closely-watched one this fall,
with Mr. Bramnick, a 16-year veteran
of the lower chamber, seeking to avoid
becoming the first state legislative

leader since 1993 to lose at the ballot
box. The 21st District includes parts of
Morris, Somerset and Union Counties
and has been trending increasingly
Democratic in recent years. Two years
ago, Mr. Bramnick and Mrs. Muñoz
also won narrow re-election victories.

The victorious candidates, accom-
panied by State Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield, spoke to a few dozen happy
— and relieved — supporters shortly
after 10 p.m. at the Italian-American
Club in Westfield. Pronouncing him-
self “very pleased” by his re-election,
Mr. Bramnick, who has been the GOP
leader since 2012, said that “common
sense prevailed” in the 21st District.
“We were challenged by the left and
the right,” he said, alluding to the
election fight against the Democratic
and Conservative tickets. “A moder-
ate Republican actually won.”

He struck a conciliatory tone in his
remarks, avoiding both President
Donald Trump and Governor Phil
Murphy, and instead stressing the need
for civility and bipartisanship in po-
litical life. “You can be bipartisan,”
he said. “You can be sensible, you can
be fiscally conservative.” He said it
was important to “treat people with
respect.” He called for efforts to “bring
this state together. Let’s respect each
other.”

Mrs. Muñoz, who has been in the
Assembly since 2009, said she was
“extraordinarily proud to be part of
the Kean-Bramnick team” and pro-
claimed that “we represent the people
of New Jersey.” She finished by say-
ing, “Let’s get New Jersey back to the
state we can be proud of.”

Mr. Kean spoke briefly and said
that “common sense conservatives
won” on Tuesday.

Both Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset) and
Union County Freeholder Alexander

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


