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NJFO Season Finale ‘Music That
Makes Hollywood’ Set for June 1
Local Author Publishes Engaging
Story of Scientific Investigation

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Scampers
Thinks Like a Scientist” is a book that
should be in every elementary school
library. Author Mike Allegra, from
Scotch Plains, has crafted an engaging story about a curious mouse named
Scampers who uses science to investigate the pesky owl who is perched
above the garden to keep the mice
away from eating the delectable veg-

etables. It will have children and adults
laughing, thinking, and inquiring during each of Scampers’ experiments.
While Scampers’ buddies run away
from the bounty of the garden after
seeing the owl, he ,with the help of one
friend Nibbles, seeks to find out why
that owl is “too still”. Scampers tests the
owl by making lots of noise, going so
far as gearing up as a one-mouse band
“Boom! Thump! Bwa-Bwa! Tweedledeedle! Crash.” He dangles a fake mouse

high above the garden, and invents an
eggapult to hurl eggs at the owl, but it
still did not move. So, Scampers ,with
a reluctant Nibbles, heads to the woods
to try his methods on another owl—and
this owl had certainly moved, flew and
screeched. Scampers has come to his
conclusion, and tells the rest of the mice
his findings.
The maverick adventures of Scampers is entertaining and educational
and Elizabeth Zechel illustrates masterfully the joyous Scampers as he
fearlessly tests his hypothesis and his
sidekick Nibbles’ nervousness in
those radical “tests”.
With STEM being the buzz-word
in the classroom, this book amusingly, and engagingly prompts a
child’s brain to “think like a scientist”
as Scampers does. The publisher,
Dawn Publications, also has three
activities educators can use in the
classroom to accompany the story.
The activities, entitled, “No Child
Left Inside” give children a hands-on
experience doing “real science”
through citizen science projects;
“Considerations for Successful Student Investigation” provides helpful
questions for teachers, and “Owl Pellet Activity” is a fun, hands-on exploration to discover what owls eat.
The book sells for $8.95. Ages 3-8,
fully illustrated, 32 pages. Visit
dawnpub.com for more information and
for the classroom activities. Paperback:
ISBN 978-1-58469-643-8; Hardcover:
ISBN 978-1-58469-642-1.

Center for Hope Annual Wine Tasting,
Auction Fundraiser Registration is Open
WESTFIELD – The Center for
Hope Hospice & Palliative Care will
hold its annual Wine Tasting and Silent Auction on Sunday, June 23, from
1 to 4 p.m., at 16 Prospect Wine Bar
& Bistro, 16 Prospect Street in
Westfield. The bistro is owned by
brothers Chris and Tim Boyle, who
have been longtime supporters of the
Center, in gratitude for the care their
mother received there when she was
ill.
The event, which includes passed
hors d’oeuvres and prize auction, is

planned and sponsored by the Center’s
Auxiliary and is one of the non-profit
organization’s major yearly
fundraisers. Proceeds will benefit the
Center’s Charitable Care Program,
which enables everyone who needs
hospice or palliative care to receive
it, regardless of their ability to pay.
The program has grown to provide
over $3-million in charity care a year
at the Center for Hope’s residence in
Elizabeth. The non-profit organization also operates a residence in
Scotch Plains.

Tickets for the Wine Tasting event
are $60 each; sponsorships and journal ad opportunities are also available. For online reservations, ads or
sponsorships, go to www.cfhh.org/
2019-wine-tasting.html. For registration, sponsorships or general inquiries, contact Helga Thomas at (908)
889-6287 or email Info@cfhh.org.
For more information about hospice and palliative care offered at the
Center for Hope or to make a donation online, visit www.cfhh.org or call
(908) 889-7780.
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WESTFIELD — Epic Hollywood
soundtracks by Wagner, Brahms and
Bernstein are to be performed in their
full symphonic glory by New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) in
Westfield. Under the baton of Maestro David Wroe, with special guest
virtuoso Stefan Milenkovich, NJFO
will present a magnificent season finale celebration of these works in
“Music That Makes Hollywood” on
Saturday, June 1, at 7 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church.
“Great movies would not be great
without great music and this concert
invites you to relive the passion, heartbreak, exultation and some thrilling,
chilling experiences from three of the
best,” commented Mr. Wroe.
The featured music will include
Brahms’ Violin Concerto in D major,
heard in There will Be Blood, starring
Daniel Day-Lewis as an oilman on a
ruthless quest for wealth during Southern California’s oil boom. Director
Paul Thomas Anderson uses Brahms’
joyous Allegro giocoso to help say
“We’ve struck it rich boys!” The emotion felt after finally tapping into big
oil and business starts booming will
be brought to life by internationally
acclaimed guest violinist Stefan
Milenkovich, who returns to NJFO
following rave reviews last season.
Featured in John Boorman’s epic
film Excalibur, also on the season
finale agenda is Wagner’s Prelude
from his monumental romantic opera
Tristan and Isolde. This music is the
“love theme” of Lancelot and Lady
Guinevere that surges on the
soundtrack at the moment Lancelot
and Guinevere meet.
The concert concludes with
Bernstein’s renowned Symphonic
Dances from West Side Story, a magnificent collection of instrumental
dance sections that we all know and
love assembled from the Broadway
musical (and Hollywood movie that
starred Natalie Wood with voiceover
by Marni Nixon!)
“I think this concert will be the
dramatic high point of the NJFO season,” continued Mr. Wroe. “This outstanding music will leave you uplifted
and refreshed. The haunting melodies
capture deeply embedded emotions of
the movies and, in the larger sense,
demonstrate the art of cinema itself.”
“What’s more, we are thrilled to
welcome back violinist Stefan
Milenkovich. Many of you will remember Stefan’s talents as a virtuoso
and master interpreter from last season. That he returns to perform with

HOLLYWOOD SOUNDS...Hailed by The New York Times as “a true virtuoso,”
internationally acclaimed Serbian violinist Stefan Milenkovich returns to NJFO
to perform Brahms’ Violin Concerto on Saturday, June 1, at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.

the Festival Orchestra is a highlight
for us, and without a doubt, he will
enthrall our audiences once again.”
The concert has been made possible through the generous support of
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and a new partnership with
Atlantic Health System. Mr.
Milenkovich’s appearance has been
made possible by The Jerome and
Helene Dreskin Family Trust.
Michael Rosin will give his free
pre-concert lecture at 5:30 p.m. at
Atlantic Health Primary Care, located
at 142 Central Avenue, Westfield. All

ticket holders are welcome.
Tickets ($30-$76, students under
age 18, $15) are available online at on
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling the
box office (908) 232-9400.
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