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Nominations Sought for
Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
SCOTCH PLAINS — This year
the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala will
again honor a male and female volunteer of the year in addition to a volunteer organization of the year. Nominations are now open and everyone is
encouraged to nominate a special
person or organization to be honored
at the Gala on Friday, December 6.
The only requirement is that the
volunteer work must be done in Scotch
Plains. Nomination forms may be
obtained from the Scotch Plains Recreation Office, Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, online
at www.scotchplainsnj.gov or at the
Scotch Plains Public Library. Nominations are due by June 30.
“The Mayor’s Gala is a great opportunity to recognize those people
and organizations that are making a
difference in Scotch Plains,” said
Mayor Al Smith. “In addition to the
recognition, the honorees designate a
charity to receive a portion of the
proceeds of the event, so we have
double the winners! Please help us
identify our honorees for this year’s
Gala.”
This year’s Mayor’s Charity Gala
will be held on Friday, December 6 at

Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains from 7 to 11 p.m. The Gala will
feature live music by the Moon Glowers of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, a Tricky Tray, Silent Auction
and 50/50 Raffle. Tickets are $85 per
person and include cocktail hour,
passed appetizers and light fare.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Municipal Alliance Committee (SPF
MAC) will be the recipient of a
portion of the proceeds of the
Mayor’s Gala. The alliance is a community-based organization dedicated to a comprehensive and coordinated effort on the prevention of
illegal use of alcohol and drugs.
SPF MAC main focus is on alcohol
abuse amongst our minors. MAC
has served our communities since
1988 supporting programs such as
Project Graduation, Think Purple
Week, and Student Leadership Conference
Residents are urged to nominate
the hard-working volunteers that they
know and to return nominations to
Margaret Heisey in the manager’s
office by June 30. For questions,
please
email
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com.

Bramnick Renews Push for
Meetings by State Officials
TRENTON – Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) says more than
ever legislation requiring governor
and legislative leaders meet quarterly
and report to the public is needed.
“Joint efforts on both sides of the
aisle are extremely important to the
success of government,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “Corporations are required to hold
board of director meetings. The state
should also be required to report to the
people. I encourage the public to contact their representatives urging them to
support the legislation.”
Mr. Bramnick’s bill, A-1959, specifically calls for the Senate president

and minority leader and Assembly
speaker and minority leader to meet
with the governor at least once a
quarter of each calendar year to discuss the state of the state, pending
legislation, ideas for legislation, public policy issues, and any matter of
interest to residents. Following a private session, the meeting would be
open to the public where people could
ask questions. The leaders would also
issue a joint statement highlighting
their progress.
The bill was introduced January 9,
1918 and was assigned to the Assembly
State and Local Government Committee.

County to Open Spray
Park at Wheeler on May 25
LINDEN — The Union County
Freeholder Board invites families and
residents to the grand opening of the
Wheeler Park Spray Park in Linden
on Saturday, May 25.Doors are open
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and admission
is free. The Freeholders will hold a
ribbon-cutting at 1 p.m. All residents
are invited to attend. In the event of a
postponement due to weather, the ribbon cutting will be held the next day,
Sunday, May 26, at 1 p.m.

The spray park replaces the former
pool, which had been built in 1931
and witnessed a physical decline over
the past two decades. The spray park,
which is the largest of eight spray
facilities the county maintains in its
parks system, contains 33 above
ground attractions.
Wheeler Park. developed in 1925,
is located at Route 1 and 9 between
South Wood Avenue and South Stiles
Street.
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Gateway Tunnel Report To
Be Presented to Freeholders

SENSORY-FRIENDLY TRAIL...The Union County Department of Parks and
Recreation has received an achievement award from the National Association of
Counties in recognition of the county’s efforts to provide inclusive recreational
facilities for people with disabilities. The award cites the creation of a Sensory
Trail in the Watchung Reservation, pictured above, and a universal-access
playground in Mattano Park in Elizabeth.

Sensory Trail, Playground
Earn Nat. Award for County
COUNTY – The Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation
is receiving an Achievement Award
from the National Association of
Counties in recognition of the county’s
efforts to provide inclusive recreational facilities for people with disabilities. The county will receive a
2019 Achievement Award for its program titled “Experiencing Nature, Experiencing Play: Taking Inclusive
From Lip Service to Reality.”
The award, which cites the creation
of a Sensory Trail in the Watchung
Reservation and a universal-access
playground in Mattano Park, marks
the second consecutive year the county
is being honored by NACo.
Union County Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski said she could
not be more pleased with the national
recognition Parks is receiving.
“With upwards of 20 percent of
Americans estimated to have some
form of disability,” Freeholder Chair
Kowalski said, “this is not something
that just the county needs to address,
but at all levels of government, and
the private sector. We need to find
ways to bring people with disabilities
into the mainstream so that we enjoy
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our lives together.”
Last year’s awards singled out the
department’s Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs for programs designed to increase and encourage interest in local history.
Over the years, the department has
provided opportunities for youngsters
and adults with disabilities, including
barn dances and crafts classes, along
with ramp access to spray parks and
playgrounds. But there was still a
long way to go.
In addition, Freeholder Sergio
Granados, who chaired the freeholder
board last year, said, “Our Trailside
Nature and Science Center staff worked
together with our disabilities staff, visiting sites throughout the region and
researching online what to include to
make this trail inclusive to all.”
“The new Sensory Trail opened a
whole new world for visitors and
now enables Trailside to offer programming for people with special
needs including those in wheelchairs,
including a new summer camp for
youth with special needs. We continue to work on ways to make sure
our parks system is accessible and
inclusive to all who want to attend
them,” he said.
The Sensory Trail addresses both
physical and developmental disabilities with: a smooth, ADA compliant
path, a knotted rope for the blind,
flowers with texture and scents, and
more.

UNION COUNTY — The Regional Plan Association, a non-profit
public policy agency that examines
various issues, will present its report:
“A Preventable Crisis: The Economic
and Human Costs of a Hudson River
Rail Tunnel Shutdown,” on Thursday, May 23 at 7 p.m. to the Freeholder Board prior to its public meeting.
All residents are invited to the free
presentation, which will be held on
the 6th floor in the Freeholder chambers at the Union County Administration Building, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza
in Elizabeth. Residents are also allowed the opportunity to comment on
the plan during the general comments
portion of the regular meeting that
night. Parking is available nearby at
the J. Christian Bollwage parking
deck.
“Union County is a rail hub, and
the stakes of not investing in trainservice improvements are high: if the
tunnels fail, Union County could suffer as much as a $1.8-billion revenue
loss,” said Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski, citing the Regional
Plan Association’s report. “As elected
officials, it is urgent that we make our
voices heard for supporting the Gateway Tunnel Project and continue to
work with organizations such as the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and the
Regional Plan Association toward that
end.”
The Regional Plan Association’s
report details the devastating impact
that any extended closures of the rapidly, deteriorating 108-year-old
Hudson River train tunnels would
have on the regional economy, including Union County.
From reduced home values to
gridlocked roads, the report portrays
a grim picture of what New Jersey
and the region could look like if the
proposed Gateway Hudson River railtunnel project remains unfunded.
Bruce Bergen, the chair of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, will

also be on hand to introduce the Regional Plan Association.
“The Gateway Tunnels project is a
regional emergency that demands the
immediate attention of the White
House, and the proper funding to
move forward,” said Mr. Bergen, a
former Union County Freeholder.
“We are thankful to partner with an
agency such as the Regional Plan
Association that is able to present
such a concise picture of the project
and the impact of the failure to act.”
As part of her initiatives entitled
“Empowering Union County” on behalf of the Freeholder Board for 2019,
Freeholder Chair Kowalski announced that the county would take
the lead on the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition, a group of concerned citizens which represents 1.7 million residents along the Raritan Valley Rail
line in four counties — Union,
Somerset, Middlesex and Hunterdon
Counties.
The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
was created more than two decades
ago to campaign for a one-seat ride
on the Raritan Valley Rail line. It
also strongly lobbies for the creation of the Gateway project, a $13billion proposal that would rebuild
the Hudson tunnels, the Portal
Bridge over the Hackensack River,
and add other significant improvements along the rails leading into
New York.

Truck Fest Coming to
Warinanco on Sat.
COUNTY — The Freeholder
Board has announced that the
Warinanco Food Truck Festival and
Family Carnival will be held this Saturday, May 18, from noon to 6 p.m.,
at Warinanco Sports Center in Roselle.
The event will feature over 20 vendors, live music, inflatables, carnival
games, sports skills area, henna and
face painting. The cost is $5 per adult
and kids will be admitted for free.
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TOP VOLUNTEER...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski,
second from right, and Freeholders Rebecca Williams and Andrea Staten, first
and second from left, joined Union County Department of Human Services
Director Debbie-Ann Anderson, right, in congratulating Jaimie DeDea of Westfield
who was named the “Union County Municipal Alliance Volunteer of the Year” at
the Local Advisory Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (LACADA) annual
volunteer recognition dinner in Union.

ACCIDENTS &
PERSONAL
INJURY LAW
CALL
JON BRAMNICK

Sunday ± May 26, 2019

Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

6:30 PM

908-322-7000

Alan Augustine Village Green
Adjacent to Municipal Building
430 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ
Bring Lawn Chairs

Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.
Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.
Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.
Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.
Wade Suthard, Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

