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CRANFORD — The National So-
ciety of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) re-
cently announced their National
Good Citizen Award and Scholar-
ship would be presented to Bridget
Dineen, a senior at Cranford High
School. The high school senior
selected must have the qualities
of dependability, service, leader-
ship and patriotism. The scholar-
ship portion of the program con-
sists of two parts. The student
describes how they have tried to
manifest the qualities of a good
citizen and secondly writes an
essay on a topic chosen by the
National Society. This year, the
topic was titled “Our American
Heritage and Our Responsibility
for Preserving It”.

Ms. Dineen was sponsored by
the Crane’s Ford DAR chapter in
Cranford and won the chapter
award. She will be receiving the
chapter award at Cranford High
School Senior Award Program in
June. She was subsequently
awarded first place among 46 New
Jersey DAR chapters at a banquet
held in Princeton. Attending were
her parents along with Mark
Cantagallo, principal of Cranford
High School, and Mary Leonard,
Crane’s Ford chapter Regent and
chair of the Good Citizen commit-
tee. She was next judged at the
NSDAR Eastern Division, which
included six states and again won
first place. Having won the Divi-
sion, Bridget was entered into the
national level, which consisted of
eight Divisional winners from
across the United States and she
was chosen as the National win-
ner. She will be invited to attend
the NSDAR 128th Continental Con-
gress at Constitution Hall in Wash-
ington, D.C. in late June to be
recognized for her achievement
and accept her award. The New
Jersey DAR will host a luncheon at
the Willard Hotel in Washington,
D.C., which she will also be in-

vited to attend.
The Crane’s Ford chapter has

been sponsoring the Good Citizen
Award since 1950 and this is the
first time the chapter has had a
National winner. The National
Society has been awarding the
Good Citizen Scholarship for 85
years and this is only the second
time a New Jersey DAR chapter
has had a National winner.

The DAR, founded in 1890 and
headquartered in Washington,
D.C., is a non-profit, non-political
volunteer women’s service orga-
nization dedicated to promoting
patriotism, preserving American
history, and securing America’s
future through better education
for children. Currently, there are
185,000 members and 3,000 chap-
ters. There are chapters in all 50
states, the District of Columbia
and other countries. The Crane’s
Ford chapter, founded in 1944, is
currently celebrating its 75th An-
niversary. DAR membership is open
to any woman 18 years or older
who can prove lineal, bloodline
descent from an ancestor who
aided in achieving American Inde-
pendence.

Bridget Dineen, National Good Citizen
Award winner, left, and Mary Leonard,
Regent and Good Citizen Chair,
Crane’s Ford DAR.

CHS Senior Awarded as
National DAR Good Citizen

Local Letters to the Editor
A Resident’s View of the Board Of

Education Chaos In Cranford
In Hamlet, Marcellus says to

Horatio, “Something is rotten in
the state of Denmark.” So, too, is
it in Cranford with Superintendent
Dr. Scott Rubin and the Cranford
Board of Education (BOE).

As a longtime devoted resi-
dent, whose children were highly
successful and well educated in
Cranford Public Schools (CPS),
allow me to offer my opposing
viewpoint:

It is never beneficial to begin a
local project with negatives and
outside money influence. None-
theless, so began and continues
Reimagine in the CPS.

In an effort to present full-day
kindergarten (FDK) as a fore-
gone conclusion to taxpayers,
Cranford BOE and Dr. Scott Rubin
attached it to 10 plans offered to
reimagine CPS, changing its con-
figuration of neighborhood
schools and redistricting in most.
Plan 10 offers no change.

If this seems innocuous, it is
not. There is and continues to be
a concerted effort to downplay
and obfuscate the most egre-
gious element of plans 1 – 7:
500+ students will be bused right
past their own neighborhood
school to attend across town.
Cranford does not have busing at
all, per se. This plan will total 25
buses crossing our less than 4.8-
square mile town. This is to
achieve grade banding and a
comprehensive middle school (al-
ready follow a CMS model).

This ineffective, redundant use of
school space will cost twofold: 1.
students will spend 1.5 hours per
day, 7.5 hours per week, 270 hours
per year on a bus, wasting valuable
time. 2. A total of 25 buses will be
on our streets at a cost of $1.5
million, billed to the taxpayers or to
parents at $800 per child.

For a family of five, that is
$2,400 plus $192 enhancement
tax, plus Reimagine tax cost,
plus yearly tax hike, plus many
other costs not revealed to us,
the taxpayers.

Of course, figures are esti-
mates, because who knows any
details? Why is that $1.5 million
not being spent to enhance our
curricula, technology integration,
and classrooms?

To add insult to injury, Dr. Rubin
and the BOE are seeking resi-
dents’ preferences through an
online survey platform designed
by, tabulated, and stored on the
server of Qualtrics. No one knows
who will have access to the tabu-
lations on that server.

Additionally, some residents
have described this BOE online
survey as bogus, misleading, in-
tentionally opaque, enabled to
manipulate conclusions. A resi-
dent with much computer soft-
ware experience deemed the sur-
vey as poorly navigable at best.
Although our seniors are bright
and accomplished and pay high
taxes, this convoluted survey
may disenfranchise their right to
express an opinion. A hard copy

in matters such as this is cer-
tainly more transparent.

This Reimagine project could
have been presented in a simpler
and more resident respectful man-
ner. It should be devoid of per-
sonal agendas and infusion of ur-
ban philosophies. CPS should not
have been negatively portrayed
by the very people elected to lead.
We should not have outside fac-
tions influencing our Cranford Pub-
lic Schools. The negative energy,
with outside educators speaking
to residents in an infantile manner
at BPS and administrators, BOE
members dodging forthright ques-
tions concerning facts, figures, and
educational outcomes, is counter-
productive.

Our neighborhood schools are
of inestimable value, not worthy
of being tossed so readily by Dr.
Rubin and this BOE. Truly this
Reimagine project served only to
divide this town. This is a sad, yet
learning, opportunity for all:

Beware of who leads our stu-
dents, beware of politicians in-
truding into education, inform
yourself, and ignore the bullies.
Our families are so worth it.

In conclusion, I urge you to
survey NO TO PLANS 1 – 7 with
busing and CMS.

And I laud us all for always
seeking excellence in public
schools, both academically and
fiscally. Shakespeare’s Marcellus
knew, and we do, too.

Lois Morrow
Cranford

Pointe Residents Appreciate Return
Of ‘Green Space’ After Ice Rink

The Pointe at Garwood, opened
in 2007, was sold out in about a
year and a half and has been fully
occupied ever since. Units sell
quickly to people from nearby
towns — many from Westfield.

They obviously like our location
and our new town. We do, too.
We patronize the local stores,
vote in local elections, support
the school system and enjoy the

sounds of youth baseball in the
spring and summer.

We are very happy to have our
“green space” across Chestnut
Street restored this spring. We
like the open vista between
Chestnut and North Avenue mini-
mally outfitted with basketball
courts and a few picnic tables.
For years, it has attracted groups
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