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CRANFORD — The township
committee adopted a municipal
budget of $39,063,377 Tuesday
night with $23.4 million to be
raised in taxes. This represents a
1.14 percent increase in taxes
over 2018, Township Adminis-
trator Jamie Cryan said.

The average assessed home
valued at $182,000 will see an
increase this year in municipal
taxes of $29. The 2019 budget
shows a surplus of $7.2 million,
and $4.5 million in debt service.

The Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) 2019 budget of
$175,236 was adopted.

The committee introduced the
2019 capital budget of
$6,587,000. It includes $1.5 mil-
lion for resurfacing and recon-
struction of roads; $1.38 million
for drainage improvements of
Brookside Place; $2 million to
acquire MHS Tennis Academy
located at 375 Centennial Av-
enue for use as a recreation facil-
ity; $340,000 for Department of
Public Works vehicles; $21,000
for a digital fingerprint system
for the police department; $1.1
million for replacement of radio
systems for various departments;
$24,000 for security cameras at
the recreation center; $24,000
for TV-35 equipment.

The committee also adopted
an amended ordinance pertain-
ing to streets and sidewalks, spe-
cifically detailing the installation
of 5G small-cells on the munici-
pal right-of-way “to give the

township more control,” Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley noted, in an
otherwise federally regulated
arena.

5G small cells is the next level
of cellular technology that are
typically affixed to lampposts and
poles.

Sean Morgan, a Cranford resi-
dent of Orange Avenue, during
the pubic hearing of the ordi-
nance, told of the health effects
concerns he has of 5G. He said
that 5G cells “bring in something
that the human body isn’t ca-
pable of handling especially chil-
dren and does irreparable dam-
age, some of it genetic.” He said
this type of cellular is to be in-
stalled near a property he is build-
ing at 310 Centennial Avenue.
He said it is a “60 megawatt
frequency,” which he said makes
it difficult for the body to absorb
oxygen. “5G will kill your chil-
dren,” Mr. Morgan said.

The ordinance amendments de-
tail lengthy stipulations that a
cell carrier would need to comply
with, and would have to enter

into a right-of-way agreement
with the township before any
installations.

In other business, Tricia Greeley
was appointed to the Downtown
Management Corporation for a
term ending December 31, 2019.

CGP&H was authorized to ad-
minister affordable-housing units
for a one-year term expiring
December 31, 2019.

At the resignation of Township
Municipal Court Public Defender
John DeMassi, the committee has
voted to advertise for proposals
and qualifications for an alter-
nate/conflicts public defender to
replace him.

Bar Americana, located at 24
North Avenue East, was autho-
rized by resolution to serve alco-
hol on the rear ground-level pa-
tio. The committee voted to pass
the resolution, 4 to 1, with Com-
missioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve voting against the
resolution.

During public comments, resi-
dents came up to the micro-
phone to ask questions and cite
their concerns for the route
PSE&G is proposing through
Cranford for its 69kV power lines
that will be installed on poles
that are 65 feet high, which are
higher and wider than the smaller
voltage lines already in the town-
ship.

Nicole Quinn of Walnut Avenue
said she has been passing around
flyers to residents notifying them
of the project that proposes these
lines along residential roads in-
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On Repairs to Buildings
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GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil last Thursday unanimously
supported applying the 2019
Union County $40,000 infrastruc-
ture grant Garwood was awarded
to Borough Hall and fire depart-
ment building repairs, including
curb cuts, additional drainage,
and paving work on New Street.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
said the money is a matching
grant, meaning the borough must
match the grant amount.

Mayor Sara Todisco said the
cost for road projects “have been
on the lower side this year.” She
said New Street residents have
been faced with storm water run-
off difficulties over the years.
The mayor said the proposed
roadwork and runoff alterations
should help “alleviate those prob-
lems.”

Mayor Todisco said New Jersey
American Water will replace wa-
ter mains on New Street. She
said American Water is respon-
sible for repairing sections or
entire roads that are altered for
water-main replacement
projects.

“I wouldn’t want to be penny-
wise, pound-foolish,” said Mayor
Todisco, commenting on how the
grant can be opportunely inter-
twined to completing previously
discussed roadwork projects.

Mr. Disko suggested new doors
for Borough Hall, replacing the
police department’s locker room
tile, and external crack repairs at
both Borough Hall and the fire

department.
Councilman Richard

McCormack addressed Facebook
“comments from my own party”
(Republicans), “attacking” his
support for the proposed fire de-
partment ladder truck.

“What is a life worth? To save a
life? I am totally distraught. Weak
in words,” said Mr. McCormack,
who was visibly tearful during his
address.

Councilman McCormack said his
tears were prompted as he con-
sidered his grandchildren’s safety
and the safety of other children
whose homes and school (Lin-
coln School) cannot be accessed
during a fire with the
department’s existing equip-
ment.

“It’s not about money. It’s about
a life, my grandchild, (and) your
child,” Councilman McCormack
said.

Councilman McCormack was
appointed as the fire department
committee chairman in January
by Mayor Todisco. Upon Council-
man McCormack’s appointment,
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle discussed
the inherent need for a ladder
truck. Councilman McCormack
received full bipartisan support
from Mayor Todisco and the coun-
cil to pursue resident feedback.

Council President Marc Lazarow
said the fire department has re-
quested a ladder truck for “at
least 10 budget” cycles.

Mayor Todisco and Councilman
McCormack hosted a public town-
hall meeting last week allowing
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