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(1-for-3, 2 runs) on the foot then
just could not get the ball in the
strike zone as she walked the
next four batters resulting in four
Blue Devil runs. Gabby Moreno
relieved and would finish the
game.

The 9-3 Cougars did, however,
have runners in scoring position
in each of the first four innings
but just could not push a run
across. Liz McCaffery was in scor-
ing position twice with a single in
the first inning and a walk in the
third. Gardiner singled in the
second inning and her courtesy
runner Mia Markase was on third.
Moreno and Emma Ingraham
both singled in the fourth and
were on third base and second
base, respectively, but in every
case, home plate was never
scuffed.

“I feel like we just have to take

advantage of the situations and
putting the ball in play. If we
have runners in scoring position,
we have to execute and score.
We didn’t do that today. We have
in the past but today wasn’t our
best day,” McCaffery answered.

“Basically we weren’t hitting as
well today as we know we can. I
think we had under five or six hits
today. We weren’t all there. Me
personally, I know I didn’t get
the job done with Liz on base at
second,” Cougar catcher Erin
Schwerdtfeger added.

The Blue Devils added a run in
the fourth inning when Macaluso
doubled and scored on Julia
Romano’s RBI single past third.
In the sixth inning, Macaulso was
on third and Lawrence was on
second. Gagliardo stepped to the
plate and crushed her three-run
shot into the trees beyond left-

center. In the seventh, Emma
Pietrewicz singled and later
scored on an error. With Calugay
on base, Macaluso slashed her
two-run homer over the right-
centerfield fence.

Gardiner has been the Cou-
gars’ ace all season and had many
very fine performances but this
time the consistency escaped her
in the third inning.

“Pitching was not as great as
normal but of course, we all have
to be there to back Mugs
[Gardiner] up. They can’t have a
great day everyday. Mugs is a
great pitcher. She had her 100th
strikeout today. Sometimes you
get a little bit frazzled. This was
a really big game for us. We
wanted to beat Westfield really
bad. Sometimes things don’t
come together the way you want
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