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SHRINER RBI TRIPLE, SINGLES, INTENTIONAL WALK

Hilltoppers Topple Cougars
In UCT Quarterfinal Duel, 3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gambles had to be made but in
order to defeat the eighth-seeded Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, the top-seeded
Cranford Cougars needed to cash in
on a few of them in the later innings of
the Union County Tournament
quarterfinal game held at Memorial
Field in Cranford on May 4. But the
fine pitching of Hilltopper Matt Reddy
and the accurate arm of catcher Justin
Weiss prevented any cash withdraw-
als and stunned the Cougars, 3-2, in
eight innings to advance to the semi-
final round.

Reddy pitched the entire eight in-
nings and scattered eight hits, while
walking two, hitting a batter and strik-
ing out three. One of his walks was
intentional to Jamie Shriner, who had
previously whacked an RBI triple,
singled and stole a base.

“Me and Weiss were on the same
page all game. I threw a lot of strikes.
I wanted to mix up my pitches. My
fastball was working right, both
fastballs, four seam and two seam.

Changeup was really good, curveball
was excellent. I threw a lot of first-
pitch curveballs,” Reddy explained.

“He did a great job. He had control
of three different pitches. He kept us
off-balance. He threw strikes. Sum-
mit played a great game and they
deserved to win,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery said.

Reddy was also aware of the
umpire’s low strike zone.

“Yes! He liked them low and away.
A great pitcher’s strike zone,” Reddy
said.

The two Cougar pitchers performed
well also. Starter Jake Van Dam pitched
until he was relieved by Kevin Donovan
with two outs in the fifth inning. Van
Dam allowed two runs on five hits and
one walk, while striking out eight
Hilltoppers. Donovan yielded three
hits, while walking three — one inten-
tional — and striking out one.

“Jake battled. He gave up two runs.
We should be able to score more than
two runs in eight innings and we didn’t.
And that is what let them off the hook.
We had chances, we didn’t execute

and we lost,” Coach McCaffery said.
During the game, Weiss pulled off

several key putouts beginning in the
bottom of the fourth inning when he
gunned down Tyler Szczech attempt-
ing to steal second base. In the sixth,
Weiss nailed Szczech again attempt-
ing to swipe second after he had
singled. In the same inning Mike
Murphy reached safely on a throwing
error and Joe Meola (2-for-4) singled
but when Murphy attempted to take
third, Weiss gunned him down for the
third out.

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the third. Designated hit-
ter Mike Meola was hit by a pitch
and moved to second on Will
Gallagher’s bunt. Shriner plopped a
single over shortstop and stole sec-
ond then Aidan Plick’s grounder to
second brought Meola’s pinch run-
ner Jack Jarosz home. Shriner got a
great jump from third on a two-out
squeeze bunt by Jake DeClerico but
Reddy grabbed the ball and rifled to
first for the third out.
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Blue Devils 3rd, Raiders 5th at UC Boys Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Ahmad Samuels) at 10:41.31. SPF
Raiders Ben Fleischer, Myles
Singletary, Colin Dwyer and Bran-
don Garcia finished a close third at
10:45.13. The event, however, was
not without some drama.

McGlynn, a sophomore, led off the
1,200 leg and handed the baton to
Surks, a junior, for the 400 leg.

“I went out fast just to make sure I
wasn’t in any trouble because it was a
little hectic. I was trying to press a
little bit on that second lap. I really
didn’t get going. There was a little bit
of a head wind. On that last lap, I just
tried my best to get to the line. There
wasn’t any special strategy. I just
wanted to get in the best position for
the rest of the guys,” McGlynn ex-
plained.

“I knew that Will McGlynn was
going to give it to me in a good spot
towards the front of the race. My plan
was to fight hard and stay in the pack

and hand it off in first,” Surks said.
Just as he received the baton, a

Hilltopper and Surks collided but he
managed to get to his feet and resume
his leg.

“I was aware that they were near us.
I think it was the 1,200 meter guy just
walking off the track right in front of
me and I tripped over him. I tried to
get up quick and stay in the race as
much as possible. I think it could have
been a lot worse,” Surks expressed.

Brennan, a senior, ran the 800 leg
and handed off to Loggia, a junior, for
the 1,600 leg.

“Like Will [Surks] said, Will got us
a pretty bad start with the fall. So
getting the baton from him, I knew I
had some work to do. We came in and
wanted to win the race. I caught right
up with them. I had my sites on the UC
[Union Catholic] kid. I caught up
with him with about 250 [meters] to
go,” Brennan explained.

Loggia also concentrated on gain-
ing ground but Raider Garcia was
also gaining big time ground and the
two were running neck-and-neck
down the stretch. But Loggia turned it
up a notch to remain in front as he
crossed the line.

“When I got the baton, it was
anybody’s race. I’m not even sure
what the order was. I knew we all
would be in the mix for a good race.
The guys in front of me took it out
slow and I was not about to do that. I
took the lead for the first lap then
Pantoya from Summit came up on me
and Garcia came up. Pantoya ran a
really good leg. They took the win but
we got eight points. I felt it wasn’t my
best. My team did great and despite
having a fall earlier in the race, they
put me in good position. It’s good to
start out the county relays with eight
points right off the bat,” Loggia ex-
plained.

As to his extra effort to stay ahead
of Garcia, Loggia replied, “Brandon
is a total beast. We raced a lot against
each other. It was pretty cool because
you can almost feel like you are out of
the race when the guy puts it down on
the last lap like Pantoya did but Garcia
really kept it in check. First place was
not there but second place was and it
was valuable to hold him off.”

“We didn’t win today but I still
think we have a lot to improve on,”
McGlynn stated.

Normally the UCT Relays would
be held in Westfield but Kehler Sta-
dium has been in the process of being
renovated, so the Blue Devil girls and
boys have been forced to practice at
other venues.

Loggia commented, “It doesn’t feel
like it was a whole year ago but it was.
We had a really great meet at home at
Kehler. It’s been an adjustment that
we had to make. The distance runners
train on the road a lot anyway and
down at Tamaques Park. Definitely
missing some of the track workouts
on our track but it’s something that
you got to deal with. You got to roll
with the punches and make the adjust-
ments when things like that come up.
As a junior, it’s good to see that my
senior year we will have a nice new
track. I feel bad for some of the se-
niors who are graduating but right
now we have to keep focused on our

training.”
Blue Devils Ajay Olson, Steve

Zucker, Jake Saltzer and James
McCutcheon finished second in the
Sprint Medley Relay with a time of
3:35.46. Raiders Noah Samms, Myles
Singletary, Jacob Leigh and Garcia
finished seventh at 3:49.16. Olson,
Zucker, Roberto Uehara and Saltzer
also finished third in the 4x100 at
43.92. Raiders Kyle Estivene (4th
best time of 58.38), Justin Williams
(6th best at 58.69) and Justice Hush
finished fifth in the 400 hurdles with
a time of 3:05.39.

Blue Devils Nick Rubinetti, Jack
Cioffi and Rooney placed second in
the high jump with a height of 16-8,
while Raiders Cameron Adams,
Leigh and Melvin Williams took third
at 16-5. Blue Devils Declan
McCauley (6th best at 124-7),
Braydon Stryker and Sean Root took
fourth in the discus with a combined

distance of 348-2. Cranford Cougars
Mike Conrad, Ryan Aszklar and Jack
Bowers took fifth at 341-11. Blue
Devils Quinn Priscoe, Rubinetti and
Cioffi placed fifth in the triple jump
with a distance of 119-6.5.

On Day 2, Raiders Fleischer,
Garcia, Colin Dwyer and Peter Shih

finished second in the 4x1,600 at
18:31.27, followed by Blue Devils
Zach Spergel, Aidan Kilbourn, Log-
gia and McGlynn at 18:48.88. Raid-
ers Singletary, Justin Williams,
Estivene and Leigh crossed third in
the 4x400 at 3:26.24. Justin Will-
iams, Melvin Williams, Cameron
Adams and Estivene finished fifth in
the 4x110 hurdles at 1:04.59.

Blue Devils Olson, Zucker, Surks
and Saltzer finished third in the 4x200
at 1:30.46, while Singletary,
Estivene, Samms and Leigh tied
Union for fourth at 1:31.42. Brennan,
Ronnie Melao, Jack Maranz and
McCutcheon finished fourth in the
4x800 at 8:11.06. Raiders Ian
Celardo (12-6) and Tyler Dvorin tied
New Providence for second in the
pole vault with a height of 23-6. Blue
Devils Marc Chin and Max Owens
placed fifth with a height of 21-6.

Blue Devils Tim Alliegro,

McCauley and Matt O’Conner placed
third in the shot put with a distance of
130-11. Cranford Cougars Jack Bow-
ers, Aszklar and Conrad placed sixth
at 127-7. Although the Blue Devils
did not place in the money in the
event, Quinn Priscoe had the third
best leap of 21-2.5 in the long jump.
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STEALING SECOND BASE...Hilltopper Danny Isralowitz, No. 34, steals second base in the first inning as Cougar shortstop
Jake DeClerico lunges for the ball during the UCT quarterfinal game in Cranford. Summit toppled the Cougars, 3-2.
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THE BATON TRANSFER...Cougar Matt Maggio hands the baton to Simon
Levenstein in the Sprint Medley Relay event at the Union County Relays.
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RUNNING THE ANCHOR LEG...Blue Devil senior James McCutcheon, front,
runs the anchor (1,600) leg of the Sprint Medley Relay at the Union County Relays.
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MAINTAINING HIS POSITION...Blue Devil junior Will Loggia, middle, keeps
ahead of Raider Brandon Garcia in the Distance Medley Relay.
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TAKING THE BATON...Blue Devil Jacob Saltzer, center, receives the baton from Steve Zucker during the Sprint Medley
Relay at the Union County Relays at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on May1-2.
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