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Call today to set up your private tour. 
877-395-1715

Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community 

Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy maintenance-free
living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities to encourage a robust
social calendar and good friends to share great times with. After all, living
well is the best kind of wellness.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.”

 

    ways
        to live well.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Welcome Wednesdays
Open House

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

ACCIDENTS &

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.

Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.

Wade Suthard, Esq.

EFG Recognizes Teacher,
Former BOE Member

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The 15th Annual
Education Foundation of Garwood
(EFG) Appreciation Dinner was held
April 25 at The Westwood. Lincoln
School teacher Crystal Spagnuolo was
recognized as Educator of the Year,
while EFG founder Adele Lewis was
honored for her pivotal role in the
community as well.

Ms. Spagnuolo teaches seventh- and
eighth-grade mathematics and seventh-
grade ELA at Lincoln School. She has
taught at Lincoln School for 20 years,
stated Garwood Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.

“I always felt a special connection
with the school and the students in it,”
said Ms. Spagnuolo, who was raised
in Garwood.

Ms. Spagnuolo recounted her first
day at Washington School as a kinder-
gartner during her acceptance speech.

“I can still feel the excitement when
I walked through the glass door, up the
stairs, and into Mrs. Cole’s kindergar-
ten classroom,” Ms. Spagnuolo said.

Ms. Spagnuolo recounted her experi-
ences with various teachers, including
her art teacher, Patricia Novy, and her
social studies teacher, David Bernosky.

“Several years later when I was
choosing a major in college, the choice
seemed obvious to me. I wanted to be
one of the educators who molded my
experience as a student,” Ms.
Spagnuolo said.

The “best part of teaching” is “my
students,” Ms. Spagnuolo said. “Watch-
ing them laughing and learning through
classroom dialogue brings me more joy
than I can express,” she remarked.

“Watching them grow every day
and being allowed to share in the
experiences that shape them is so
exciting,” Ms. Spagnuolo said.

Superintendent Quigley compared
Ms. Spagnuolo to the tree in the
children’s book “The Giving Tree.”

“You are the giving tree. You just love
to keep giving and giving,” she said.

Garwood Planning Board secre-
tary and lifelong Garwood resident,
EFG visionary and founder Adele
Lewis was recognized as the Person
Making A Difference.

Ms. Lewis spent 12 years on
Garwood’s Board of Education, hav-
ing served eight years as the board’s
president. She served as the New Jersey
Association of Planning and Zoning
Administrators president for four years.

She also serves on the Westfield YMCA
Board of Trustees, Garwood Historical
Committee, and as a shelter volunteer for
the Jersey Animal Coalition.

“Adele has lived in Garwood her
whole life and is the true example of
how someone can make a difference,”
said resident Barbara Greet.

During Ms. Lewis’ 25 years as plan-
ning board secretary, “she has only
missed one meeting,” Ms. Greet said.

“Ms. Lewis’ hard work and dedication
for the past 15 years has made the EFG the
success it is today,” Ms. Greet said.

The EFG has provided more than
$50,000 in scholarships and grants to
both students and educators. Ms.
Lewis’ work was “not bounded to
Garwood” as she helped Clark estab-
lish its own education foundation.

“She has served challenging roles
with professionalism, organization and
valuable leadership,” Ms. Greet said.

COLUMN B CANDIDATES...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr co-hosted a recep-
tion Sunday night promoting the People First Democrats slate on the June 4 New
Jersey Primary Election ballot appearing on Column B. The reception was at the
home of Scott Sinclair, one of 14 candidates running for Fanwood Committee seats
against challengers backed by the Union County Democratic organization. Mayor
Mahr rallied support among local Fanwood Democrats to get out the vote on June
4 for Column B candidates, including the mayor and council candidates Kathy
Mitchell, Jeff Banks and Kevin Boris.

Virtual Neighborhood Watch
Launched By CPD

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department (CPD) has
launched a virtual neighborhood
watch program by creating a volun-
tary registry of business’ and
homeowners’ surveillance cameras
systems, utilized to catch criminals.

The Cranford Civilian Cam (CCC)
Program maps out the locations of the
cameras so officers can find possible
evidence faster. The directory does
not allow officers to tap into private
cameras, and would only indicate
where the cameras are located. By
registering a camera with the CPD,
the department can quickly identify
nearby cameras that may have cap-
tured criminal activity.

After registering a camera, you will
only be contacted by the police de-
partment if there was a law enforce-
ment related need in the vicinity of
your security camera. Police person-
nel, if necessary, may request to view
your camera footage in order to assist
in the investigation. The directory
will be confidential and only acces-
sible to law enforcement.

Many business owners and resi-
dents currently operate surveillance
systems at their businesses and/or
homes, according to a CPD press
release. As crimes occur nearby they
are not always aware that their system
may have captured information that
could help solve the crime, thus keep-
ing the community safer. In turn, po-
lice are also not always aware who

may or may not have this potentially vital
information, according to the release.

The police department is request-
ing residents and businesses across
town to register their privately-owned
surveillance camera systems. Using
the geographic locations of the regis-
tered cameras, the CPD will be able
to directly e-mail or call citizens in an
area in which a crime occurred.

A standard e-mail may ask the citizen
to check their video surveillance sys-
tem for a specific date and time for
video capturing a suspect, getaway car
or a crime. If the citizen finds any video
evidence, they can contact police to
make arrangements for video retrieval.

“Installing video surveillance is a
great example of community-police
partnerships and is something we highly
value as a police agency serving our
community,” according to the release.

Interested citizens can register their
cameras by filling out a short applica-
tion that is located on at
www.cranfordnj.org/police-depart-
ment. Applications can also be picked
up at the police department.

“The Cranford Police Department
is committed to our partnership with
the community and believes this is
yet another powerful solution in fight-
ing crime,” according to the release.

For more information, contact the
CPD Community Policing Unit at
(908) 272-8989, or e-mail Officer
Gregory Federici at g-
federici@cranfordnj.org or Officer
Ryan Gerrity at r-
gerrity@cranfordnj.org or Detective
Sergeant John Swandrak at
jswandrak@cranfordnj.org.

Board OKs Plan for Larger
Dittrick’s, Apartments

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The planning board
last week approved a mixed-use busi-
ness-residential redevelopment plan
for 2 North Avenue involving prop-
erty that currently includes Dittrick’s
Wines & Liquors and a limo facility.

The applicant, 2 Laxmee, LLC,
was approved to redevelop the site
into one structure with space for a
larger Dittrick’s Wines & Liquors on
the first floor along with a second
retail space with a total of four apart-
ments above it on the second floor.
The apartments will include three one-
bedroom units and a studio apart-
ment. The building will include an
elevator as well as an outdoor com-
mon-space courtyard for tenants.

Attorney Stephen Hehl said the appli-
cant proposes a two-floor development
with retail business on the first floor and
four apartments on the second floor.

Mayor Sara Todisco, a member of
the planning board, and Councilman
Richard McCormack, council liaison
to the planning board, were not allowed
to participate in the hearing because the
applicant sought a D-1 use variance.

Mr. Hehl explained that the lot in-
cludes two buildings with two sepa-
rate business functions operating on
the same property.

Architect Gregory Waga said the
approved plan will remodel Dittrick’s,
facilitating a revitalized storefront and
larger retail facility than currently
exists on the property.

“I’m in favor of that. I’m in favor of
the new sidewalks. I’m in favor of the
mixed use,” stated planning board
member Bill Nierstedt.

Mr. Nierstedt said the property’s
revitalization is significant as the prop-
erty is a “gateway” property to the
Garwood business district.

Gateway properties are landmark-type
properties, which transition pedestrians
and vehicles from a neighboring town
into Garwood, Mr. Hehl explained.

However, instead of two businesses
operating in two separate buildings,
retail space will be set aside within
the new Dittrick’s building for an-
other retail business, stated Mr. Waga.

The three apartments will range in
size from 1,106 square feet to 1,163
square feet, while the studio apartment
will be 960 square feet. Each apart-
ment will have a balcony attached for
residential use, stated Mr. Waga. He
said residential use will be limited to
sitting only as enough room is pro-
vided for two chairs and a small table.

As per Garwood’s ordinance, no
grilling will be allowed on the balco-
nies. Mr. Nierstedt said at a previous
board meeting that grills are both fire
hazards and can be aesthetically dis-
pleasing on balconies.

After discussion with the town plan-
ner, the applicant will implement a
brick veneer finish on the building’s
lower exterior, with a “hardy plank”
type design along the building’s ris-
ing façade, explained Mr. Waga.

The businesses will have tinted

windows “enough to restrict sun,”
but not for safety purposes, Mr. Waga
said. A black aluminum trim will run
along the commercial establish-
ments’ windows.

The development will include a
shaded outside seating area in a com-
mon space courtyard for tenants. An
elevator will provide tenants with
access to the second floor from the
ground floor.

Professional planner Nicholas
Graviano said the residential use is
not permitted in the general business
zone, which is why the applicant was
required to appear before the board.

However, he said D-variances can
be granted to promote the zone’s “gen-
eral welfare” or to add positive as-
pects to the general business zone.

Mr. Graviano said the mixed-use
aspect appeals to the GB zone’s theme
as a “transition zone” from industrial
to residential.

Resident Joseph Moore said he was
concerned with the property’s drain-
age into his property and additional
shrub placement to create a buffer
between his property and the pro-
posed commercial property.

The application was approved on a
conditional basis including additional
landscape buffers and a three-foot
setback where zero-foot setback was
originally proposed.

Spring Pictures
The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times invites
our readers to send in high-resolution
photographs of the spring blooming
season to editor@goleader.com.

EFG HONOREES...Garwood Superintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
Person Making a Difference Adele Lewis, Educator of the Year Crystal Spagnuolo and
Principal Mary Emmons are pictured, left to right, during the Education Foundation of
Garwood’s 15th Annual Appreciation Dinner at The Westwood on April 25.

Email Your Vaca Pics
The Westfield Leader and The Times

of Scotch Plains and Fanwood in-
vites our readers to send in high-
resolution vacation pictures holding
our newspaper. Please email pictures
to editor@goleader.com.

Cranford Police
Complete Rollout of
Body-Worn Cameras
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Police Department has announced that
a limited number of officers will now
be equipped with body-worn cam-
eras. This initiative is part of a county-
wide effort by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office aimed at equip-
ping all Union County police agen-
cies with body-worn cameras. The
public will see the new cameras being
worn by police officers working in
the Patrol Division.

Body-worn cameras have been ef-
fective in memorializing important
information during critical incidents.
Cranford police officers are required
to activate the body cameras when
conducting investigative and enforce-
ment actions such as making an ar-
rest, issuing a summons, searches or
stopping a person on the street in the
course of an investigation. All offic-
ers equipped with body-worn cam-
eras have received training on the
devices. The body-worn cameras
supplement our existing in-car digital
video systems, which currently record
motor-vehicle traffic stops.


