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LEADER IN TEXAS...The Hoens Family checks out The Westfield Leader while
celebrating their dad's 60th birthday at the Ox Ranch in Texas where they
treated their dad to live firing a 105mm Howitzer as their grandfather did in
World War II as a lieutenant in the 569th Field Artillery Battalion. They were
able to drive an M4 Sherman, live fire its main 76mm gun, as well as the mounted
.50-calibre machine gun and a variety of other well-preserved period firearms.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Ryan, Class of 2003; Katelyn, Class of 2005, and
Erick, Class of 2007.

Freeholders to Vote on Reso.
Re. PSE&G 69kV Lines

THE FANWOOD 
PERFORMANCE 
SERIES PRESENTS… 
WHEN 
May 11, 2019 
7pm – 9pm (doors open 6:45) 

WHERE 
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts 
Center 
75 N. Martine Ave, Fanwood, NJ (Entrance and parking on Wat-
son Ave)  

FEATURING Singer Songwriters · 
Cassandra 
 Kubinski 
 
 · and ·  
 
Austin 
MacRae 
 
 
 

For More Information about the artists and directions go to 
www.fanwoodperformanceseries.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DONATIONS AC-
CEPTED AT THE 
DOOR 
$15 Adults 
$10 Seniors/Students 

SPONSORS 
-Union County, NJ 
-Ahrres Coffee Roasters, 
Westfield, NJ 
-Snapple Drinks 
-Houdini Pizza Lab, Fanwood, 
NJ  

THANK YOU 

 

how to ice skate. “This is where my
heart is,” he told the commission.

A number of those who spoke in
opposition to bringing back the rink
next winter emphasized that they
thought the rink was a good idea, but
not at Gumbert Park. Many pointed to
cars parking in adjacent lots that are
supposed to be for residents and busi-
nesses along North Avenue, with sev-
eral claiming that those commercial
establishments had lost a significant
amount of revenue due to their cus-
tomers not being able to find parking.
Others living next to the site pointed to
the facility’s lights and the noise from
pucks banging into the sideboards as
affecting their quality of life.

Austin Sayre, a former Westfield
resident who now lives in Garwood at
The Pointe, the age-restricted housing
complex across South Chestnut Street,
told the commission that what he
termed “a highly disruptive monstros-
ity” had “devalued and degraded” the
living experience for Westfielders and
Garwoodians. He also claimed, as did
others, that the skating rink had caused
home values in the neighborhood to
decline. A resident of Fourth Avenue
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Gumbert Ice Rink
complained of “too much lights, too
much traffic, too much activity,” while
a neighbor said noise from the rink had
kept his young son awake at night.

Another resident of The Pointe said
the neighborhood is “very quiet when
the ice rink is not there” and com-
plained about the effect on quality of
life. A Third Avenue homeowner called
the rink “a wonderful idea,” but in a
“horrible location.”

Garwood Councilman Marc
Lazarow said that while he appreci-
ates what the rink has brought to
Westfield, he also had to be mindful of
the concerns of residents and busi-
nesses impacted by the facility. “It’s
not the most ideal location,” he said.

Several of those persons who spoke
on Monday urged the commission to
give themselves and residents more
time to digest the contents of a report on
the rink’s first season that was recently
issued by an advisory committee. After
the public comments had been com-
pleted, the commission, by a 5-to-4
vote, quickly agreed to put off until its
Monday, June 3, meeting any final de-
cision on the rink while residents had an
opportunity to examine the report.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board will vote on a resolution in
support of municipal officials to relocate
PSE&G’s high-voltage power lines out-
side of residential areas. PSE&G is re-
placing 26kV lines with 69kVpower lines
as part of a statewide initiative. The reso-
lution will appear on the agenda for the
board’s regular meeting on Thursday,
May 16.

According to last week’s freeholder
agenda, the resolution also will recom-
mend “a period of public comment and
investigation before increasing the volt-
age in the lines through Union County.”

The resolution is sponsored by Free-
holder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cran-
ford resident, and Freeholders Kimberly
Palmieri-Mouded of Westfield and Chris
Hudak of Linden.

During last Thursday’s agenda meet-
ing, Freeholder Hudak said the board has
“received a number of emails from resi-
dents in Cranford and Westfield who
were concerned about the placement of
the lines.”

PSE&G held a workshop for Westfield
residents to learn more about the project
and will hold a meeting for residents in
Cranford on Wednesday, May 8 (after
press deadline), from 6 to 8 p.m., in the
Cranford Community Center. Residents
will be able to address their concerns with
PSE&G representatives at that meeting.

“We’re supporting municipalities in
their efforts to get answers for their
residents...regarding the upgrade and the
ability to provide more information,” Mr.
Hudak said in explaining the purpose of
the resolution.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said he feels
the county “might have a bigger role in
saying something about the cell towers in
Cranford (at Union County College) than
we do about Public Service Electric &
Gas Company high-voltage lines.”

“I truly believe there is a need to have
this capability because you don’t have
enough voltage, and guess what, the power
goes out or too much consumption, and
then you have problems,” Mr. Estrada

said.
Mr. Hudak agreed that there may be a

need for the added power. But he said the
utility needs to be accessible to towns and
provide information to residents.

The board also will vote to settle a
lawsuit entitled Valerie Fischbach versus
Union County for $375,000, of which the
county will pay $246,467, with the re-
mainder paid from a joint insurance fund.
County Counsel Robert Barry said the
lawsuit involved a personal injury case
where the plaintiff sustained “significant
leg injuries.”

At the start of Thursday’s meeting,
Freeholder Kowalski and Freeholder
Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella pre-
sented a resolution to Lauren O’Brien
and Tammy Bowling that declares May
as “Cancer Awareness Month” and the
Week of May 12 through 18 as “Meta-
static Breast Cancer Awareness Week.”

Freeholder Mirabella said Union County
will send the resolution to the other 20
counties in New Jersey in the hopes that
“they will take this up and raise the aware-
ness” of metastatic breast cancer.

Ms. O’Brien, founder of Moms De-
mand Action, a group that supports “com-
mon sense” gun reform, said she hopes to
see “the same kind of drive and move-
ment in the metastatic breast cancer field
in New Jersey” as in the drive to end gun
violence.

Ms. Bowling said she was diagnosed
on April 3, 2018 with Stage 4 breast
cancer, “for which there is no cure.”

She decided to “channel [her] energy
towards fundraising, raising $150,000 over
the last three years. She said currently only
5 percent of United States breast cancer
research dollars go to breast cancer cases
that have already metastasized.

Ms. Bowling said patients diagnosed
with Stages 0, 1, 2 or 3 do not die as they
have options such as surgery or chemo-
therapy. But she said 30 percent of early-
stage breast cancer cases come back as
Stage 4. “And that is when they die of it,”
Ms. Bowling said.

Ms. Bowling and Ms. O’Brien have
co-founded the Metavivors of New Jer-
sey Facebook group.

Garwood to Spend Grant
On Repairs to Buildings

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
last Thursday unanimously supported
applying the 2019 Union County $40,000
infrastructure grant Garwood was
awarded to Borough Hall and fire depart-
ment building repairs, including curb cuts,
additional drainage, and paving work on
New Street.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko said
the money is a matching grant, meaning
the borough must match the grant amount.

Mayor Sara Todisco said the cost for
road projects “have been on the lower
side this year.” She said New Street resi-
dents have been faced with storm water
runoff difficulties over the years. The
mayor said the proposed roadwork and
runoff alterations should help “alleviate
those problems.”

Mayor Todisco said New Jersey Ameri-
can Water will replace water mains on
New Street. She said American Water is
responsible for repairing sections or en-
tire roads that are altered for water-main
replacement projects.

“I wouldn’t want to be penny-wise,
pound-foolish,” said Mayor Todisco,
commenting on how the grant can be
opportunely intertwined to completing
previously discussed roadwork projects.

Mr. Disko suggested new doors for
Borough Hall, replacing the police
department’s locker room tile, and exter-
nal crack repairs at both Borough Hall
and the fire department.

Councilman Richard McCormack ad-
dressed Facebook “comments from my
own party” (Republicans), “attacking”
his support for the proposed fire depart-
ment ladder truck.

“What is a life worth? To save a life? I
am totally distraught. Weak in words,”
said Mr. McCormack, who was visibly
tearful during his address.

Councilman McCormack said his tears
were prompted as he considered his
grandchildren’s safety and the safety of
other children whose homes and school
(Lincoln School) cannot be accessed dur-

ing a fire with the department’s existing
equipment.

“It’s not about money. It’s about a life,
my grandchild, (and) your child,” Coun-
cilman McCormack said.

Councilman McCormack was ap-
pointed as the fire department committee
chairman in January by Mayor Todisco.
Upon Councilman McCormack’s ap-
pointment, Fire Chief Allan Tweedle dis-
cussed the inherent need for a ladder
truck. Councilman McCormack received
full bipartisan support from Mayor
Todisco and the council to pursue resi-
dent feedback.

Council President Marc Lazarow said
the fire department has requested a ladder
truck for “at least 10 budget” cycles.

Mayor Todisco and Councilman
McCormack hosted a public town-hall
meeting last week allowing Chief Tweedle
to discuss how a ladder truck benefits the
borough financially and is required for
certain emergency situations.

“We are not hiding anything,” said
Councilman McCormack, discussing
Mayor Todisco and the council’s ap-
proach to presenting residents with the
ladder truck cost, fire department statis-
tics and the truck’s safety.

Mr. McCormack said residents are in-
vited to provide feedback while attending
a second town-hall meeting, whether they
attended or did not attend the first meet-
ing.

Three Lincoln School students were
honored for receiving first through third
place in the Garwood Historical
Committee’s inaugural essay contest.
Mayor Todisco awarded Samantha
Vandergroef (first place), Isabel Cortese
(second place) and Lily Ficarra (third
place).

In their essays, the students were asked
to describe, “What do you like best about
growing up in Garwood?” Mayor Todisco
said.

Mayor Todisco said the students’ work
was “phenomenal” considering their es-
says were selected from among more than
56 entrants in the competition.

IN HONOR…Last Saturday, the Westfield Crew Team participated in the Long
Island Rowing Championships Regatta that was held in Bayville, N.Y. The
rowers are all standing behind the crew team’s boat, which the team named Dr.
Derrick Nelson as a tribute to Westfield High School’s amazing and admirable
principal. Pictured, from left to right, are: Tahani Ahmed, Taylor Dobson, Dan
Carminio, Matt Eagan, Jeremy Heyder, Assistant Coach Dave Smelko and Head
Coach Rob Greenwood.
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Philhower Award
such a special way and to work in this
community of inspirational teachers,
students, groups and families.” She
continued by saying that every stu-
dent she has ever taught has a special
place on her “wall of fame” and in her
heart.

After the celebration of Mrs.
Carissimo’s outstanding work, Su-
perintendent Dolan announced the
retirement of Gene Ehrlich, Ed.D., a
50-year veteran of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools. Mr. Ehrlich began his
career in 1969 teaching a data pro-
cessing course and progressed to
teaching students problem solving and
decision making utilizing technology.

In other board news, the Westfield
High School (WHS) TV studio reno-
vations were approved at a cost of
$800,200. The board also approved
the transfer of $178,579 for other
maintenance improvements, includ-
ing refinishing or repairing the gym
floors at Franklin, McKinley and
Wilson Elementary Schools, Edison
Intermediate School (EIS), Roosevelt

Intermediate School and WHS; re-
pairing and replacing sidewalks at
Jefferson, Washington and Lincoln
Elementary Schools, EIS and WHS;
painting classrooms and hallways at
McKinley and Lincoln, and other
projects.

The board announced the WHS
PTSO screening date of the docu-
mentary Angst: Raising Awareness
Around Anxiety has been changed to
Tuesday, May 21, at 6:30 p.m. To
reserve tickets to this free event, visit
showclix.com/event/angst-westfield.

The board congratulated WHS for
collecting the most food for the “Stu-
dents Change Hunger” campaign last
fall, according to The Community
FoodBank of New Jersey. Also, the
board congratulated the WHS Youth
and Government Club for earning top
honors at the 81st Annual Youth and
Government Conference.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Education will be held on
May 21, at 7:30 p.m., at 302 Elm
Street.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
A WET SPRING FLING...Westfield Spring Fling went on despite the rain that
continued most of the day.

Health Bd. Seeks to Close
‘Vape’ Ord. ‘Loopholes’

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of health
will be “closing loopholes” in the town-
ship ordinance restricting e-cigarette (va-
porizers) to “21 and older consumers
only” within town boundaries after dis-
cussing an existing ordinance at Monday’s
meeting.

Westfield Regional Health Department
Director Megan Avallone stated the ex-
isting ordinance does not include “vape
pods or vape juices” within the ordinance
wording. Ms. Avallone said the “all en-
compassing wording” would prevent any
misunderstandings between storeowners
and the health department.

Some vaporizers are sold as electronic
cigarettes appearing as pen-type devices
while others are sold as a metal-type
contraption, stated Ms. Avallone. Cer-
tain e-cigarettes are disposable, while
others receive “pods” (liquid nicotine
cartridges) for refills, stated Ms. Avallone.

Board of Health President Dr.
Lawrence Budnick proposed Westfield
banning “all flavored juices” (nicotine
juice for vaporizers). The flavored nico-
tine has been directly marketed or con-
sumed by non-cigarette smokers, stated
Dr. Budnick.

Former smokers were more likely to
seek e-cigarettes mimicking a cigarette or
flavored tobacco taste, stated Dr. Budnick.

Dr. Vasilios Diamantopoulos stated
that he was not “totally comfortable”
with banning e-cigarette subtypes from
adult consumers who would be prompted
to seek their products in neighboring
towns.

Dr. Diamantopoulos stated the first
measure should be to “close the pod
loophole” to prevent children from con-
suming vapor nicotine.

Board member Thomas K. O’Neill
stated, “every day on the train I smell it,”
describing flavored vaporizers utilized by
“adult consumers.” Mr. O’Neill mentioned
his train experience to describe the popu-
larity “flavored vapes” have amongst
adults, including middle-aged consumers.

The board discussed how important vac-
cines are in limiting the spread of disease
and initial contraction. Ms. Avallone stated
the recent measles outbreak present in 22
states throughout the country is a “perfect
example” of the need for vaccines.

Dr. Budnick stated that two health
professionals at Rutgers University con-
tracted or tested positive for measles. An
immediate vaccine limited the health pro-
fessionals’ public risk moving forward,

stated Dr. Budnick.
Dr. Budnick said Facebook groups

spreading incorrect information that keeps
individuals away from vaccinations is
detrimental. Ms. Avallone stated that New
Jersey legislative measures making cer-
tain vaccinations mandatory or disallow-
ing religious exemptions is “on hold”
until after the upcoming elections.

Dr. Budnick stated that “there are ac-
tual coalitions” which are so organized in
their campaigns against vaccinations that,
“people validate the misinformation”
based on the organizations’ resources.

Board member Dr. Denise Rizzolo
stated that one vaccine which was
“deemed to have a possible link to Au-
tism” (never confirmed) may have given
rise to an unwarranted anti-vaccination
movement.

The board discussed banning CBD
products from the Farmers Market. The
unanimous consensus is many CBD prod-
ucts are sold without FDA approval, stated
Ms. Avallone.

CBD products are hemp seed-based
health products that have become “more
and more” popular since recently being
legalized on a state level, stated Ms.
Avallone. Among the health benefits these
products are said to provide are muscle
relaxation and relief from anxiety, Ms.
Avallone said.

The concern is any producer can “put
a stamp” on a brownie or edible product
suggesting it is “CBD infused,” stated
Dr. Diamantopoulos.

“Regarding liability, I do not know if
the board could be held liable. However,
I do not know if I could sleep well not
knowing what is in a Farmers Market
product,” said Ms. Avallone.

The products sold in pharmacies, gas
stations and health stores do not contain
the active ingredient in marijuana that
makes the user “high,” stated Ms.
Avallone. However, CBD quantities, ac-
tual benefits and federal legality remain
“somewhat speculated” or “have little
(existing) research,” stated Ms. Avallone.

Dr. Diamantopoulos stated that CBD
has decreased seizures within epileptic
individuals while also providing other
documented medical benefits in specific
cases. However, “anyone can press a
stamp” on a product and sell it as CBD at
the Farmers Market, stated Dr.
Diamantopoulos.

The discussion was not in opposition
to CBD, but in the interest of protecting
Westfield consumers, stated Dr.
Diamantopoulos.

the Society. “It will enable the historical
society to enhance their fundraising
ability,” Councilwoman Mackey said.

Mr. Gildea led a presentation on a
new, free mobile app — Westfield Con-
nect — that enables residents to report
public works-related issues, such as pot
holes, in the town. The app is powered
by SeeClickFix and may possibly ex-
pand to provide parking services bill
payment, messaging, and more, Mr.
Gildea said.

A resolution authorizing an award of
contract to General Code to perform
codification services is to cost $28,000,
just under the $30,000 budgeted, Mr.
Gildea said.

An ordinance to amend and restate
the tree preservation ordinance of the
town was tabled.

The town has received a grant from
the Division of Criminal Justice Body
Armor for body armor for the police

department amounting to $5,686.93.
Mayor Shelley Brindle also an-

nounced the formation of a Westfield
Retail Advisory board made up of a
diverse group of business disciplines to
“volunteer their expertise” to new busi-
nesses and provide “essentially free
consulting,” Mayor Brindle said.

Lord & Taylor’s parent company,
Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC), “has
announced that they are pursuing stra-
tegic options for the retailer which could
include a potential sale or merger,”
Mayor Brindle said. She said the com-
pany has said they would be a “collabo-
rative partner and potential transforma-
tive long-term investor in our town.”

During public comment, former resi-
dent Ken MacRitchie asked the town
council to not allow lawn signs during
political campaign season. Mr.
MacRitchie was a councilman in the
1990s.
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Town Council

Commuters who frequent the estab-
lishment or stop in for the occasional
beverage will “have their car already
parked” at the train station, Mr. Seckler
added.

“The applicant does not plan on cus-
tomers parking in residential neighbor-
hoods,” he said.

Mayor Shelley Brindle, a member of
the board, said overall commercial park-
ing and residential neighborhoods will
be addressed in the updated Westfield
Master Plan. Parking needs and con-
cerns throughout the business district
have been mentioned by numerous resi-
dents during the Master Plan feedback
sessions, she said.

The board also approved Echo Lake
Country Club, 515 Springfield Avenue,
to renovate an existing clubhouse and
to reconfigure portions of the existing
parking area. The applicant proposes
one loading space, while the town’s
ordinance requires four loading spaces,
the applicant’s attorney, Stephen Hehl,
stated.

In addition, town ordinance allows

two-and-a-half-story buildings while
Echo Lake is proposing a three-and-a-
half-story building, stated Mr. Hehl.

Echo Lake Board of Trustees mem-
ber Michael Basta said the renovations
will preserve the club’s historic façade,
dating to the 1920s, with additional
patio space, first- and second-floor
space.

Mr. Basta said the renovations will
provide members with desired “club-
house amenities” such as additional
dining and entertainment space. Mr.
Hehl said the club’s leadership is con-
ducting discussions with state repre-
sentatives, Green Acres representatives,
and Union County to negotiate deed
restrictions on open space surrounding
the private property.

“A land swap is in discussion,” Mr.
Hehl said.

He said Echo Lake donated park
land to the county “many, many years
ago.” Mr. Hehl said the land in question
is minimal and the club is willing to
donate additional land if necessary.
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Planning Board OK’s
Microbrewery In Westfield

Cranford Committee Adopts
$23.4.-Mil. Tax Levy

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee adopted a municipal budget of
$39,063,377 on April 30 with $23.4 mil-
lion to be raised in taxes. This represents a
1.14 percent increase in taxes over 2018,
Township Administrator Jamie Cryan said.

The average assessed home valued at
$182,000 will see an increase this year in
municipal taxes of $29. The 2019 budget
shows a surplus of $7.2 million, and $4.5
million in debt service.

The Special Improvement District 2019
budget of $175,236 was adopted.

The committee introduced the 2019
capital budget of $6,587,000. It includes
$1.5 million for resurfacing and recon-
struction of roads; $1.38 million for drain-
age improvements of Brookside Place;
$2 million to acquire MHS Tennis Acad-
emy located at 375 Centennial Avenue
for use as a recreation facility; $340,000
for Department of Public Works vehicles;
$21,000 for a digital fingerprint system
for the police department; $1.1 million
for replacement of radio systems for vari-

ous departments; $24,000 for security
cameras at the recreation center; $24,000
for TV-35 equipment.

The committee also adopted an amended
ordinance pertaining to streets and side-
walks, specifically detailing the installa-
tion of 5G small-cells on the municipal
right-of-way “to give the township more
control,” Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley noted,
in an otherwise federally regulated arena.

5G small cells is the next level of
cellular technology that are typically af-
fixed to lampposts and poles.

Read the full story on Ballyhoo at
www.goleader.com/ballyhoo.

Publisher’s Note
This week’s edition includes

This Is Westfield and is mailed to
every home in Westfield, along
with our weekly subscribers. We
hope you enjoy it and become a
subscriber. Please visit
www.goleader.com/subscribe.


