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CRANFORD — The Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen, an out-
reach program of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, cel-
ebrated its 30th anniversary at
the morning worship service on
March 24.

In 1989, the initiative began to
take shape in two Bible Study
groups at the Elmora Presbyte-
rian Church in Elizabeth. Under
the leadership and direction of
the Reverend Ted Grandberg,
the dream became a reality.

Conversations with Pastor J.
Wesley Shipp of the First Baptist
Church of Cranford/Elizabeth on
Union Avenue resulted in the for-
mation of the Elmora Soup
Kitchen. Upon the closing of the
Elmora Presbyterian Church, the
program was adopted by the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford,
and became known as the
Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen.

This community-based pro-
gram continues to serve a com-
plete meal each Sunday after-
noon from 3 to 4 p.m. Over 30
years, more than 135,000 meals
have been served by hundreds of
volunteers. The program has
grown from four original teams
to eight teams, all from different
towns and houses of worship.
Four of the founding members of
the Elmora Soup Kitchen still
serve after 30 years.

Those who volunteer to cook
and serve every Sunday not only
serve meals, but also engage
guests in conversation to offer
words of support. Workers have
come to know many of the guests
on a personal basis. The number

of guests increase and diminish
depending on the economy and
changes in the government hous-
ing requirements.

Guests tell operators of the
Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen that
they continue coming not only be-
cause of the meals, but also be-
cause of the respect and how they
are treated by the volunteers. Many
guests, at the conclusion of their
meal, offer thanks and blessings as
they leave. Others stay until 4 p.m.
and assist in cleaning up.

The program could not exist

THIRTY YEARS OF CARING...The Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen last
Sunday celebrated its 30th anniversary of serving those in need. Pictured,
volunteers display some of the food they provide to their appreciative guests. The
soup kitchen, an outreach program of the Cranford Presbyterian Church, serves
complete meals every Sunday from 3 to 4 p.m.

Garwood Library Highlights
Programs During April

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has released its
schedule of activities for the first
half of April. It will be closed on
Friday and Saturday, April 19
and 20.

In honor of National Library
Week, any overdue item returned
from Monday, April 8, through
Saturday, April 13, will not be
charged any overdue fines. It will
not matter how long the items
are overdue and no questions
will be asked.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Participants learn how to knit or
show others how it is done.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.

Kid’s Chess is offered on Mon-
days at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but participation is lim-
ited to 12 players. This non-
instructional, supervised pro-
gram provides an informal chess
game for children of all ages. Six
boards are supplied. There will
not be a session on April 15.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet on April 4 at 7 p.m. No
registration is required. Inter-
ested persons are advised to
check with the library for its lat-
est book selection by calling (908)
789-1670.

Adult Craft will be held on Tues-
day, April 9, at 6 p.m. Partici-
pants will make a craft to bring
home. Participation is limited to
10 and registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for infants
through age 4, is available on
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. The
Pipsqueak Players will visit
Storytime on April 10. There will
be no Storytime on April 17.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days at 3 p.m. in the Lincoln
School Art Room. This program
offers after-school STEM fun for
kids in fourth grade and up. Reg-
istration is required and limited
to 16. No Explore It sessions will
be held April 16 or 30.

Kid’s Craft will take place on
Wednesday, April 10, at 3 p.m.
Children in second grade and up
make a fun craft. Registration is
required and limited to 20.

Lego will be featured on Thurs-
days, April 11 and 25, at 3 p.m.,
for ages 4 to 12. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the
library’s showcase. Registration
is required and limited to 15.

The library is located at 411
Third Avenue. For more informa-
tion and to register for programs,
call (908) 789-1670. Further in-
formation also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.

without the efforts of many orga-
nizations that assist the leader-
ship year after year. The Cranford
High School Madrigal Singers
entertain at Christmas. Support
also comes from many other or-
ganizations such as Boy Scout
and Girl Scout troops, the Jay-
cees and Rotary, Pinho’s Bakery,
high-school groups and volun-
teers from many towns and coun-
ties throughout the state. Any-
one wishing to contribute to the
program is invited to call the
church at (908) 276-8440.
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