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mittee. She said the goal is to
“keep the trend going” by reduc-
ing the municipal tax burden on
residents. The 2017 total amount
of taxes in the borough was
$18,053,385. The total levy in-
cludes four separate entities: mu-
nicipal, school district, county
and library, said Mayor Todisco.
In 2017, 33.7 percent of each
Garwood tax dollar supported
the municipality’s portion of the
total tax levy.

In 2018, 32.88 percent of each
tax dollar serviced the
municipality’s portion of the to-
tal tax levy ($18,239,668).

The finance committee was
challenged with “major cost in-
creases” from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority ($51,000
increase) and municipal recycling
costs ($48,000 increase), Mr.
Lazarow said.

The municipal court saw a
$25,000 decrease in revenue in
2018, stated Mr. Lazarow. How-
ever, the finance committee has
worked to make the recreation
complex “self-sustaining” and has
“doubled the available capital
funds” from $15,000 to $30,000,
stated Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock.

Mr. Lazarow said the borough’s
revaluation will be completed by
2020. He said the $140,000 total
cost will be paid over five years
with $28,000 in principal and
$4,200 in interest paid per year
by the borough.

Mayor Todisco initiated a Citi-
zens Advisory Panel after being
sworn into office in January. The
panel has seven volunteer mem-
bers selected based on their wide
range of professional and life

burden I don’t know how the
district will overcome,” Mr. Rubin
said.

Mr. Haber in his calculations of
the impacts to the school dis-
trict modeled the average yield
of similar newly constructed,
multi-family units in communi-
ties in New Jersey that have the
same District Factor Group
(DFG), as well as similar quality
of community, quality of life,
desirability of the community,
the quality of the school district,
the age of the school district,
and the housing turnover in the
school district. In studying the
impacts of 750 Walnut Avenue,
he compared Chatham Town-
ship, Madison, New Providence,
Westfield, Summit, Ridgewood,

experiences, stated Mayor
Todisco. Members’ ages range
from 28 to 90 years old.

Mayor Todisco said the advi-
sory panel has met four times
thus far in 2019. The panel is
charged with maintaining resi-
dent feedback on borough affairs
and public initiatives.

Councilwoman Blumenstock
said the panel provides resident
insight, which gives a diverse
perspective when the council
“makes decisions on different is-
sues.”

The Citizens Advisory Panel was
present during the “ladder truck”
demonstration. Panel members
unanimously supported the $1.1-
million ladder truck purchase,
Mayor Todisco said. The fire de-
partment has requested the truck
for more than 10 years, the mayor
said.

Councilman and Fire Depart-
ment Committee Chairman Ri-
chard McCormack brought the
ladder truck to the council’s at-
tention upon realizing 26 prop-
erties, both commercial and pri-
vately-owned, cannot be reached
during an emergency by the
department’s current equipment.

Mr. McCormack said one site is
the top of Lincoln School.

Additional capital requests in-
clude an emergency manage-
ment vehicle ($35,000), updated
police vehicle computer systems
($33,000) and a street sweeper
($275,000), stated Mr. Lazarow.
The police vehicle computer sys-
tems are operating “Windows 7,”

which will be technologically ob-
solete within a year, he said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the
borough’s street sweeper is
equipment which has been re-
quested by residents on the ad-
visory panel and throughout the
borough for “quite some time
now.”

The budget will be finalized and
sent for state review today, March
28, Councilman Lazarow said.
The budget will be officially
adopted on Tuesday, April 30.
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MAYORS WALK...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco and former mayor Charles
Lombardo lead the Garwood Mayors Wellness Campaign walk in Unami Park
Saturday morning.

Glen Ridge, Berkeley Heights and
Springfield.

He also asked questions of the
Cranford school district princi-
pals, gathering data from them
on each school, and subse-
quently met with each principal,
and in his conclusion, he said,
“What I found is these buildings
are all fully utilized.” He said
expansion would need to occur
and a neighborhood school built,
and, if not, then the class size
would need to increase, an end
game that would be “hurting the
program,” he said.

The school district’s business
administrator, Robert Carfagno,
is to testify at the next planning
board meeting, to be held
Wednesday, April 3.
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Breakfast With Bunny
On Tap In Cranford
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Garlic Rose will again
welcome the Happy Easter
Bunny to Cranford for the An-
nual Breakfast with the Bunny
event. It will be held on Satur-
day, April 13, at the Garlic Rose
Restaurant, located at 28 North
Avenue, West, Cranford.

The breakfast will begin at 10
a.m. and the Easter Bunny will
arrive at 10:30 a.m. The cost of
the event is $12 for children
and $18 for adults. Each year
this event sells out, so it is
recommended that interested
persons make their reserva-
tions early by calling (908) 276-
5749.

The Chamber wishes to thank
Arnold’s Pest Control of
Cranford for sponsoring this
event. For additional informa-
tion, contact the Cranford Area
Chamber of Commerce at
(908) 272-6114 or
cranfordchamber@comcast.net.


