
Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, March 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
908-322-7000  •  www.jonbramnick.com

750 Walnut Development
Could Mean Larger Classes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Class sizes could
be upwards of 30 to 40 students
per class, which is well over the
maximum of 23 the district has
set, according to Superintendent
of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., if
750 Walnut Avenue was rezoned
to make way for 905 proposed
apartments. In the continuation
of the planning board hearing for
the rezoning of 750 Walnut Av-
enue, last Wednesday, the school
district superintendent and a de-
mographic consultant hired by
the district presented testimony.

Mr. Rubin gave a presentation
on the potential impact the 750
Walnut Avenue development
would have on the Cranford pub-
lic school district, using a study
conducted by Ross Haber Asso-
ciates, a demographic consult-
ant.

Ross Haber has projected 353
students would be added to the
school district as a result of the
proposal for 905 apartments at
750 Walnut Avenue by property
owner Hartz Mountain Industries.
The additional students would
“overload,” Mr. Rubin said, two
elementary schools — Walnut
Avenue School and Livingston
Avenue School — then Hillside
Avenue School at the middle-
school level.

The school district has an en-
rollment of 3,864 students, with
532 employees and has eight
buildings, according to Mr. Rubin.
Currently in the district, “we are

using all available space,” the
superintendent said. He further
commented that some rooms are
being used for three or four pro-
grams at the same time.

Ross Haber’s study projects a
greater number of students en-
tering the schools than the study
presented in January by the ap-
plicant, Hartz Mountain’s plan-
ner Keenan Hughes. Mr. Hughes
projected 110 to 135 school chil-
dren would be moving into the
905 apartments. Mr. Hughes
used two different methodolo-
gies. He took data from apart-
ment complexes in Cranford —
Riverfront at Cranford Station,
Woodmont Station at Cranford,
and Cranford Crossing, which
are on the South Avenue corri-
dor in the downtown area. Mr.
Hughes also used a statewide
Rutgers study updated in No-
vember 2018 that focused on
multi-family housing.

Mr. Haber said both the
Riverfront and the Woodmont

developments are located in a
Transit Village. “In my experi-
ence, transit villages yield very
few students,” he said.

The projected students from
Ross Haber is “greater than the
current enrollment of any
Cranford elementary school,” Mr.
Rubin noted.

In Ross Haber’s study, Mr.
Haber calculated that of the 353
students, 247 would be enrolled
in grades K to 5; 71 in grades 6
to 8, and 35 in grades 9 to 12.

The cost associated with taking
on the 353 students is greater
than what could be collected
under the 2-percent tax levy cap
in the annual budget, Mr. Rubin
said. He said the operational costs
for the additional 353 students,
not looking at construction of
buildings and other costs, such
as out-of-district students and
transportation, would be $5.6
million.

Furthermore, he said the costs
to build a new school would be
estimated at about $50 million,
and added that he does not know
where open land to place the
school would be. He also said
that if a new school was built it
would take years to come to
fruition. The school district gen-
eral fund budget for 2018-2019
was about $65 million.

“It would create the type of

Mayor Explains Borough
Budget Process to Residents

 By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara
Todisco hosted the second
“Breaking Down the Budget”
meeting last Wednesday evening,
providing residents with insight
into the budget process.

Finance Committee Chairman
and Council President Marc
Lazarow said the budget process
consists of receiving public feed-
back, prioritizing needed borough
capital expenditures and protect-
ing the taxpayer. Mr. Lazarow
said the goal is always “to pro-

vide the most resources and ser-
vices” at the lowest possible cost
to residents.

The proposed 2019 budget has
the second lowest municipal tax
increase in 18 years, amounting
to a $35 tax increase per every
$103,000 of assessed home
value, explained Mayor Todisco.
Since 2017, “a visible downward
trend” has been seen on
Garwood’s percentage of the to-
tal tax levy, stated Mayor Todisco.

As a councilwoman, Mayor
Todisco chaired the finance com-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HOW TO STOP OVERDEVELOPMENT...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) talks with residents and Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer on the issue of overdevelopment. The gathering was held Sunday at
Rosie’s Wine Bar in Garwood.
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