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decision, the remaining 15 bouts
were closely contested. This night
belonged to the Union All-Stars
as they won 14 of the bouts,
including two major decisions and
the pin to emerge with a 47-16
victory. But the importance of
the outcome was not nearly as
important as the mission.

Before the match began, Coach
Rooney said, “We have Gabe Leo,
Eddie Hummel and Elvin
Guerrero, who were selected.
Also Mark Montgomery was se-
lected. He deferred to wrestle
this time. Those three guys I am
excited for them. Two are se-
niors. Obviously Eddie placed
sixth in the states this year, so
it’s a good opportunity to high-
light your skills and your talent
for the right cause, the Navy Seal

Foundation. What better way to
do what you love and also help
people who are in need.”

Coach Dodd added, “I am go-
ing with Union County but both
lineups are really tough with 27
state qualifiers in tonight’s
match, four state placers. It’s

going to be a competitive match
at every weight. We put it to-
gether to promote Union County
and Essex County wrestling, and
give our best wrestlers a chance
to shine and raise money for a
good cause. I am glad we were
able to do it.”

All three Panthers did quite well.
Highlighted by a low ankle single-
leg takedown and a low double-
leg takedown, Leo (120-lbs) de-
feated Naquan Tory (Columbia),
6-2. Hummel at 126-lbs swarmed
all over Carson Barry (West
Essex) with seven takedowns and
an nearfall to claim an 18-4 ma-
jor decision and Guerrero at 145-

lbs recorded a takedown and a
switch reversal to defeat CJ Love
(Columbia), 4-0.

The Cranford Cougars entered
two wrestlers with seniors Jack
Korzeneski (138-lbs) and AJ
Bencivenga (152-lbs).
Korzeneski ran into a vicious leg
wrestler in Edgar Moreno (West
Orange) and became a victim of
a 13-1 major decision but the
experience was rewarding.

“It’s an honor to be chosen to
be a part of the first one and to
set the stage for everyone else
who are coming up in the years
to follow us. It was awesome,
had a lot of fun.”

Bencivenga on the other hand,
became the buzz saw and pun-
ished Dave Guerra (Belleville)
with a number of his patented

Fireman’s takedowns before pin-
ning him with 11 seconds re-
maining. All those takedowns
seemed to temporarily tire
Bencivenga before he introduced
the finishing touches.

“Pretty gassed! Not in shape,”
Bencivenga expressed. “Still won
on the mat, so that’s a positive.
Got a lot of Fireman’s though.”

Westfield had five representa-
tives and all represented them-
selves well. Freshman Luke
Jacobs dropped a 6-1 decision to
Gerald VanBaelen (Bloomfield)
wrestling up at 113-lbs.

“I’m feeling happy to be here as
a freshman. It’s pretty cool. I
was the second guy to go out. I
was a little nervous then once I
got out there, I did my thing and
all the butterflies went away,”
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