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BLUE DEVILS LODER, MILLER, HOERLE, COMPOSTO, JACOBS; COUGARS BENCIVENGA, KORZENESKI COMPETE

Union Co. All-Stars Dominate Essex Co. in Wrestling Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One last hurrah for the seniors
at the high school level and one
last hurrah until next year for the
underclassmen took place at
Roselle Park High School with
the first ever Union/Essex County

All-Star Wrestling Classic on
March 20. Although a number of
individuals were involved in the
grunt work, Roselle Park Panther
Head Coach Ryan Rooney and
Plainfield Cardinal Head Coach
Will Dodd spearheaded the event.

“Growing up in Essex County I

thought why not go right next
store. It’s a perfect competitor. I
think equally talented as our
county. [Coach] Dodd and I pretty
much spearheaded it this year.
It’s been in the works for three
years or so but they have been
talking about it forever. We de-
cided it’s time to do it. As far as
us hosting it. Hey! This is the
closest spot that we can do it,
and Roselle Park getting 1,000

wins last year. Roselle Park is
kind of the hub for wrestling in
Union County. It’s a perfect spot,”
Panther Head Coach Ryan Rooney
explained.

In just a period of six years,
Coach Dodd has transformed his
Plainfield team from just a hand-
ful of inexperienced wrestlers into
a very competitive team that
finished with a 19-9 record.

“We are starting to put it to-
gether pretty nicely and we are
coming along with the program.
I had my first group of freshmen

come in and I saw them through
and they finished their senior
season. They are a testament to
what can happen when you buy
into the program, work hard and
give everything you got,” Coach
Dodd said.

The Union/Essex All-Star Clas-
sic featured 19 bouts with a for-
mat of a two-minute first period,
followed by one-minute second
and third periods. With the ex-
ception of one bout being de-
cided by a pin and three by major

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 11 of

The Westfield Leader


