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AREA —The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Human Services issued a call
for entries for the 24th Annual New
Jersey Teen Media Contest, which
highlights the department’s mission
to celebrate and support families. All
entries must be postmarked no later
than April 5.

This annual contest – run by the
Department’s Division of Family
Development – is open to all New
Jersey middle and high school-aged
students. This year, the contest will
accept entries in the hand-painted/
hand-drawn and written word cat-
egories, as well as the computer-gen-
erated and digital artwork category.

This year’s challenge to teens is to
illustrate through regular or computer/
digital art, as well as the written word
a situation in your life when you felt

most supported by a parent or loved
one. Teens are invited to show when
they most appreciate having parents or
loved ones present in their daily life.

“For more than two decades, the
New Jersey Teen Media Contest has
celebrated families, and highlighted
the importance of young people hav-
ing a strong support network,” said
Human Services Commissioner
Carole Johnson. “We are delighted to
continue this strong tradition.”

“The contest focuses on celebrat-
ing family, while raising awareness
about parental responsibility and the
importance of parents and loved ones
being deeply involved in a child’s
life,” said Patricia  A. Risch, assistant
director of the division’s Office of
Child Support Services.

Staff from the Division of Family
Development and its Office of Child
Support Services will judge the con-
test. Winners will be selected in first,
second, and third places in both the
middle and high school groups for
each entry category, with each receiv-
ing a prize package at an awards
ceremony in May.

Winning entries will be included in
the 2020 Office of Child Support Cal-
endar and be placed on display in the
New Jersey State House in Trenton
shortly after the awards event. A num-
ber of honorable mention entries will
be selected for possible inclusion in the
State House exhibit and possibly the
calendar. The 2019 calendar can be
viewed or downloaded from the con-
test homepage, www.NJTeenMedia.org
to serve as inspiration for the teens. The
website also provides the official rules,
frequently asked questions, entry forms,
a look at the winners and honorable
mentions from previous contests and
other important contest information.

Entries can be submitted via the
students’ art or English or language
arts teachers, if their school is regis-
tered. Teachers and administrators
can register their school by visiting
www.NJTeenMedia.org or by con-
tacting Ben Martin at (973) 799-0200
or info@winningstrat.com. Teens
whose school is not registered can
submit entries directly. For complete
submission guidelines visit
www.NJTeenMedia.org.

Teen Media Contest Call For
Entries, Deadline April 5

Free Dance Workshops at
Forest Rd. Park Sunday

FANWOOD — Why We Dance is
celebrating 10 years providing free
dance workshops, refreshments and
prizes for the community with this
year’s event on Sunday, March 31, at
Forest Road Park in Fanwood, from 2
to 5:30 p.m.

John Comix Barrella will be teach-
ing an interactive hip hop class. Mr.
Barrella is a N.J.-based teacher, chore-
ographer, and company director.
Naleesa Jacob, is teaching a Bollywood/
Bellydance class; and Sentheia
McCloud, who is the dance leader of
Cathedral International, and a Plain-
field school teacher will focus her work-
shop on Liturgical dance in the African-
American community. “The time has

gone by really fast, and I am so happy
that this program has grown over the
years and helped many students. The
money allocated for dance and other
forms of arts is shrinking in many school
budgets,” said Mr. Barrella. Students
have been learning choreography from
a Black Panther song taught by Alonzo
Magsino a Middlesex County College
student. “I am very excited to be a part
of Why We Dance,” said Mr. Magsino,
who worked with Candace Waller on
the song. “I think it is very important for
children to have access to dancing be-
cause it brings together a community.”
For more information about this event,
contact Ms. Waller at
whywedance@gmail.com.

County Taking Art Reg.
From Artists Age 60+

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is invit-
ing all residents of Union County, age
60 or older, to register for the Union
County Senior Citizens Art Exhibit.
Qualifying works of art will be on
display at the Atrium of Liberty Hall
Center at 1085 Morris Avenue in
Union from May 28 to July 8, and the
artists will be guests at a special awards
reception at the Atrium in June.

The deadline to
register is Wednes-
day, May 15.

“Each year the
Senior Art Exhibit
provides older
residents with an
opportunity to
share their view of
the world through
the work of their
hands,” said Free-
holder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski.
“We are proud to
support this pro-
gram, which helps
to connect the dif-
ferent generations
in our community
and build an ap-
preciation for the
skills and insights
of senior artists.”

The Senior Art
Exhibit is an annual
program presented and coordinated
by the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs. Artists at
any level of skill or experience are
invited to register, including amateurs,
non-professionals and working pro-
fessionals. To qualify, the artwork must
have been created within the past three
years and must be an original creation
of the artist.

Registrants can submit art in a va-
riety of categories: acrylic painting,
oil painting, watercolor, pastel, works
on paper (drawing), photography,
digital art (excluding digital photog-
raphy), mixed media, printmaking,
sculpture, and craft.

All artworks entered will be judged
by a panel of professional artists. In
each art category, separate awards will
be given to professionals and non-pro-

fessionals. First-
place winners in all
categories will go
on to compete in
September at the
state level in the
New Jersey Senior
Citizens Art Show
in East Windsor.

For complete
information and
online registration,
visit the Union
County website at
ucnj.org/senior-
art-show.

To receive a bro-
chure with com-
plete instructions
and a registration
form by mail or
email, call Martha
Sturm, senior arts
coordinator, at the
Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and

Heritage Affairs, (908) 558-2552, or
email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay
users dial 711.

Completed applications may be
mailed to Senior Art Exhibit, Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07202, faxed to (908) 558-
2652, or scanned and emailed to
msturm@ucnj.org.
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SWEET PERFORMANCE...Westfield  High School Theatre Department’s amaz-
ing production of the Neil Simon, Dorothy Fields and Cy Coleman musical Sweet
Charity was held last weekend. Pictured is Matthew Meixner and Nicole Player.

“ Precious” by senior artist Florence
McGlohn of Roselle was awarded Best
of Show by a Non-Professional at the
2018 Union County Senior Art Ex-
hibit.

Eddie Money / Starship to
Perform at UCPAC April 13
RAHWAY – Eddie Money and

Starship featuring Mickey Thomas to
take the stage at Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) on Sat-
urday, April 13, at 8 p.m.

Eddie Money continues to entertain
fans throughout the
country. In 1977, he
released his debut
self-titled album,
featuring two major
hits that went
double platinum,
“Baby Hold On”
and “Two Tickets to
Paradise.” In 1986,
Money released his
sixth studio album,
Can’t Hold Back. It
included his biggest
hit, “Take Me Home
Tonight,” a duet
with the The
Ronette’s legendary
lead singer Ronnie
Spector. The album
went platinum and
the song reached number 4 on the
Billboard Hot 100. Since, Money has
sold more than 28 million records and
his songs have appeared in multiple
movies, television shows, and video
games.

Money is joined by Starship featur-

ing Mickey Thomas. Mickey Thomas
began his career in 1976 with The
Elvin Bishop Band and the hit “Fooled
Around and Fell in Love.” In 1979, he
joined Jefferson Starship. In 1992, the
group renamed itself to Starship and

released a string of
hits, including “We
Built This City,”
“Sara” and the
Oscar-nominated
“Nothing’s Gonna
Stop Us Now”
from the movie
Mannequin. They
have been touring
consistently ever
since.

Don’t miss these
legendary acts to-
gether for one
night at UCPAC’s
Main Stage. Tick-
ets, starting at $49,
can be purchased
at www.ucpac.org/
events, in person

at the box office, or by calling (732)
499-8226. The box office can be
reached via email at
boxoffice@ucpac.org.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway.

BON APPETIT…Linda Kenyon, as Julia Child, visited the ladies of The Woman’s
Club of Westfield recently during a general club meeting. Julia Child (1912-2004)
was a very popular cook, author, and television personality who introduced
French cuisine and cooking techniques to America. By changing America’s taste,
she helped create modern American culture. Julia’s most famous works are her
1961 cookbook and her first television series, “The French Chef.” Pictured, from
from left to right, are: Grace Ann Meyn, Jane Walsweer,  Linda Kenyon as Julia
Child, Nancy Muserlian and Mary Sepe.

Mozart, Mendelssohn, Rutter, Elgar & more!

Our 39th Season!  

WITH CHORUS, BRASS ENSEMBLE, ORGAN, AND PERCUSSION

TRENT JOHNSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 at 3 P.M.

W e s t f i e l d ,  N e w  J e r s e y

Oratorio Singers

at the First United Methodist Church,  

One East Broad Street in Westfield

General admission $20, Students/Seniors $15

Made possible by funds from the Union County Office of Cultural &  
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts

Visit us at oratoriosingerswestfield.org

Local Poet Robert Cozzi
Pens 5th Volume of Poetry

WESTFIELD — Robert Cozzi, a
2017 and 2018 National Elit award
winning author/poet, and a 1982 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, has pub-
lished a new book of poetry “kaleido-
scope of colors.” He will be signing
copies of the book this Saturday, March
30, from 2 to 4 p.m. at The Town Book
Store, 270 East Broad Street. Mr. Cozzi
is the author of “Tide Pool of Words
(2013)”, Handful of Memories
(2014),” “Blanket of Hearts (2016),”
“Sky of Dreams (2018),” kaleidoscope
of colors (2019)” and has earned world-
wide acclaim for his works of poetry
and prose. Educated at James Madi-
son University and New York Univer-
sity, he resides in Bound Brook.

Mr. Cozzi was first inspired to write
by his 9th grade English teacher, Paul

Kocum. Since then, Mr. Cozzi has
kept a writing journal where he docu-
ments the events of the day and begins
crafting new writing pieces to share
with his followers on Instagram.

Eddie Money

Oratorio Singers of Westfield
Concert Set for March 31

WESTFIELD —On Sunday,
March 31, at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary
of Westfield’s First United Methodist
Church, The Oratorio Singers of
Westfield will offer a concert of En-
glish Cathedral anthems along with
Mozart’s Te Deum Laudamus, Elgar’s
Spirit of the Lord and selections from
Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Christus.
For this program of Sonic Spectacu-
lar music scored for brass, organ,
percussion and chorus, the audience
will have an invitation in the first half
to sing along in John Rutter’s glori-
ous arrangement of All Creatures of
our God and King.

Many of the selections for this 39th
annual concert are being given brass
parts arranged by Oratorio Singers
music director Trent Johnson, now in
his 25th year as the chorus conductor.
His aim has been to write parts that
are effective and that keep the integ-
rity of the pieces in terms of musical
style and the composer’s musical in-
tent. Throughout history, many com-
posers often rearranged their own
works and the works of others for
particular situations and specials uses.
Mr. Johnson’s goal is to write and
present accurate brass parts for in-
struments in keeping with the theme
of this concert.

Along with the brass and percus-
sion ensemble drawn from the New
Jersey Symphony, Maestro Johnson
has chosen to open the program with
Eugene Gigout’s Grand Choeur Dia-
logue, a rousing work which also
includes the marvelous sounds of the
church’s Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ.
To the delight of many, the organ,
with organist Yang-Hee Song at the
console, will be heard throughout the
program as it was originally scored
by English composers to play a sig-
nificant role in many anthems. The
concert will be brought to a grand
conclusion with the presentation of,
And then shall your light break forth,
the final chorus from Mendelssohn’s
Elijah.

Donations at the door for this event
will be $20 for adults and $15 for
seniors and youth. The First United
Methodist Church is located at One
East Broad Street, on the circle, in
Westfield. Parking will be found in
the church lot off Ferris place and in
other local parking areas. The church
is handicapped accessible.

This concert has been made pos-
sible by funds from the Union County
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs,
a partner of the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts.

Photo credit Elisabeth Lynch Photography
GET YOUR PARTY HATS ON...A group of teen actors in Westfield High
School’s spring play Sweet Charity are ready for a party.

WESTFIELD — As a kick-off to
Earth Month, a lecture and discussion
on “How To Detox Your Home” from
noted expert Christine Dimmick will
take place Thursday, April 4, at 7 p.m.
in the Community Room in Town Hall.

During this event, residents can
learn about many ways they can re-
move harmful chemicals and toxins
from their home and help improve
their health and wellness.

The speaker is an expert in the field,
and pioneered the movement to com-
bine natural ingredients in cleaning
products over 20 years ago in her New
York City kitchen. She has been fea-
tured in Real Simple, O Magazine,
InStyle, “Dr. Oz” and has lectured at
the United Nations in New York and
Geneva, Canyon Ranch and A+E Net-
works. She has written the book “Detox
Your Home” and is CEO/Founder of
The Good Home Company.

This is the first event in a month-
long Earth Month celebration, which
is filled with activities and events
designed to engage, educate, inform
and entertain, culminating in
Westfield’s first-ever free Market and
Green Vendor Fair on Saturday, May
4. Details on all events are on
westfieldnj.gov/earthmonth.

‘Detox Your Home’
Lecture, April 4


