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BLUE DEVILS LODER, MILLER, HOERLE, COMPOSTO, JACOBS; COUGARS BENCIVENGA, KORZENESKI COMPETE

Union Co. All-Stars Dominate Essex Co. in Wrestling Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One last hurrah for the seniors at
the high school level and one last
hurrah until next year for the under-
classmen took place at Roselle Park
High School with the first ever Union/
Essex County All-Star Wrestling Clas-
sic on March 20. Although a number
of individuals were involved in the
grunt work, Roselle Park Panther
Head Coach Ryan Rooney and
Plainfield Cardinal Head Coach Will
Dodd spearheaded the event.

“Growing up in Essex County I
thought why not go right next store.
It’s a perfect competitor. I think
equally talented as our county. [Coach]
Dodd and I pretty much spearheaded
it this year. It’s been in the works for

three years or so but they have been
talking about it forever. We decided
it’s time to do it. As far as us hosting
it. Hey! This is the closest spot that we
can do it, and Roselle Park getting
1,000 wins last year. Roselle Park is
kind of the hub for wrestling in Union
County. It’s a perfect spot,” Panther
Head Coach Ryan Rooney explained.

In just a period of six years, Coach
Dodd has transformed his Plainfield
team from just a handful of inexpe-
rienced wrestlers into a very com-
petitive team that finished with a

19-9 record.
“We are starting to put it together

pretty nicely and we are coming along
with the program. I had my first group
of freshmen come in and I saw them
through and they finished their senior

season. They are a testament to what
can happen when you buy into the
program, work hard and give every-
thing you got,” Coach Dodd said.

The Union/Essex All-Star Classic
featured 19 bouts with a format of a
two-minute first period, followed by
one-minute second and third periods.
With the exception of one bout being
decided by a pin and three by major
decision, the remaining 15 bouts were
closely contested. This night belonged
to the Union All-Stars as they won 14
of the bouts, including two major
decisions and the pin to emerge with
a 47-16 victory. But the importance
of the outcome was not nearly as
important as the mission.

Before the match began, Coach
Rooney said, “We have Gabe Leo,
Eddie Hummel and Elvin Guerrero,
who were selected. Also Mark Mont-
gomery was selected. He deferred to
wrestle this time. Those three guys I
am excited for them. Two are seniors.
Obviously Eddie placed sixth in the
states this year, so it’s a good oppor-
tunity to highlight your skills and your
talent for the right cause, the Navy
Seal Foundation. What better way to
do what you love and also help people
who are in need.”

Coach Dodd added, “I am going
with Union County but both lineups
are really tough with 27 state qualifi-
ers in tonight’s match, four state plac-
ers. It’s going to be a competitive
match at every weight. We put it to-
gether to promote Union County and
Essex County wrestling, and give our
best wrestlers a chance to shine and
raise money for a good cause. I am
glad we were able to do it.”

All three Panthers did quite well.
Highlighted by a low ankle single-leg

takedown and a low double-leg
takedown, Leo (120-lbs) defeated
Naquan Tory (Columbia), 6-2.

Hummel at 126-lbs swarmed all over
Carson Barry (West Essex) with seven
takedowns and a nearfall to claim an

18-4 major decision and Guerrero at
145-lbs recorded a takedown and a
switch reversal to defeat CJ Love
(Columbia), 4-0.

The Cranford Cougars entered two
wrestlers with seniors Jack Korzeneski
(138-lbs) and AJ Bencivenga (152-
lbs). Korzeneski ran into a vicious leg
wrestler in Edgar Moreno (West Or-
ange) and became a victim of a 13-1
major decision but the experience was
rewarding.

“It’s an honor to be chosen to be a
part of the first one and to set the stage
for everyone else who are coming up
in the years to follow us. It was awe-
some, had a lot of fun.”

Bencivenga on the other hand, be-
came the buzz saw and punished Dave
Guerra (Belleville) with a number of
his patented Fireman’s takedowns
before pinning him with 11 seconds
remaining. All those takedowns
seemed to temporarily tire Bencivenga
before he introduced the finishing

WILKINSON ON MOUND; GALE, CANAVAN, RAMOS SPEED

Raiders Plan Making Positive
Shifts for Success in Baseball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Positive shifts in fielding alignment
with very good internal competition
may be just what the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
needs to get another step deeper into
the thick of the action when it comes
to Union County Tournament (UCT)
and sectional tournament time. The

Raiders already return a number of
“speed demons” with seniors Willy
Gale, Josh Canavan and Jon Ramos,
and junior Dean Kirian, along with a

highly touted pitcher in senior Danny
Wilkinson, who has committed to
Villanova.

Last year with that speed and suc-
cess on the base paths, some brilliant
pitching efforts and a multitude of
memorable games, the Raiders were
right in the mix also but came up a
step short of achieving their goals.
The Raiders recorded victories over a

number of highly-ranked teams, re-
ceived the second seed for the UCT,
advanced to the semifinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-

ment and finished with a 16-11 record.
Last year Gale was the chief thief

who stormed the base paths and
swiped 17 bases in 17 attempts.
Canavan swiped nine bases in nine
attempts and Ramos swiped eight
bases in nine attempts. Kirian, who
was in the starting lineup a large por-
tion of the time, swiped five bases in
seven attempts. So the threat of mak-

ing opposing pitchers
very nervous this sea-
son exists.

The Raiders can pro-
duce some spark with
their “metal sticks” but
not necessarily the
lightning bolts that will
produce home runs and
triples.

“Right now Gale will
probably lead off.
Canavan may hit sec-
ond or ninth, with
Ramos in the two or
three spot. We’re hop-
ing Kirian returns to the
form he showed at the
end of last season and
can hit in the middle of
the order. We really
don’t have a lot of pop
in the lineup but we’ll
rely on speed stringing
baserunners together. I
really don’t know how
the rest of the batting
order will follow. [Se-
nior Tyler] Stines will

probably be in the five spot,” Raider
Head Coach Joe Higgins guessed.

Last year Canavan finished with a

SCHWERDTFEGER PROVIDES POWER, McCAFFERY RUNS

Softball Cougars Have Pitching
Depth; Adjusting Batting Order

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Preseason scrimmages have been
giving Cranford High School softball
first-year Head Coach Christine
Pemoulie a much clearer idea of which
players will settle in most efficiently
on defense as well as how to adjust
her batting order to deliver the most
offensive punch. One thing already
known is that the Cougars do have
pitching depth with the return of
sophomore Morrigan Gardiner, se-
nior Bridget Dineen and the addition
of sophomores Gabby Moreno and
Sarah Harvan.

“We have a deep pitching staff that
I am evaluating with these scrim-
mages, but Morrigan has the varsity
experience under her belt,” said Coach
Pemolulie, a 2003 CHS graduate who
had been the Cougars’ assistant coach
for three years.

A few defensive positions and place-
ments in the batting order are already
chiseled in stone with the return of
senior catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger,
senior second baseman Jayna Mallon
and sophomore shortstop Liz
McCaffery.

“Erin, Liz, and Morrigan (Mugs)
had great stats and I am expecting

very similar results this season as
well,” Coach Pemoulie said.

Aside from being a very solid
catcher, Schwerdtfeger has been a

terror at the plate and, especially, on
the base paths with her very aggres-
sive style. Last year, as the cleanup
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STACKING THE DECK...Cougar AJ Bencivenga, top, stacks Dave Guerra of
Belleville in his 152-lb bout at the All-Star Classic.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WRIST AND HALF...Blue Devil Tim Miller, top, works a wrist and half nelson
on Zach Andruchowitz of Bloomfield in his 182-lb bout at the All-Star Classic.
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COMING OUT ON TOP...Blue Devil CJ Composto comes out on top of Carl
Banks (Irvington) in his 132-lb bout at the All-Star Classic in Roselle Park.
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WRIST CONTROL...Blue Devil Brendan Loder works wrist control in his 220-
lb bout with Ben Rivera (Caldwell) at the All-Star Classic in Roselle Park.
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ENTANGLED...Cougar Jack Korzeneski, bottom, tries to figure out how to
escape the leg control of Edgar Moreno (West Orange) at the All-Star Classic.
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HONING THEIR SKILLS...The Raiders, in blue, try to hone their skills during a scrimmage game
with JP Stevens. The Raiders will open their season at Cranford on Tuesday, April 2.
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PLAY AT HOME...Cougar catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger grabs the throw home in
the scrimmage game against Hanover Park at Adams Field in Cranford.


