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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Pointe At Garwood Residents Petition
Westfield For Ice Rink Relief

Now that the ice hockey season has
come to a close at Gumbert Park, it
might be easy to let this well inten-
tioned experiment melt away with the
snow. The residents of The Pointe at
Garwood, however, hope the Recre-
ation Commission and Town Council
will listen to their concerns, as ex-
pressed in a petition signed by 68
Pointe residents and circulated to both
the Commission and Town Council
members.

The petition states, “We the under-
signed residents of The Pointe at
Garwood, respectfully request that
the Westfield Ice Rink be relocated to
a more appropriate location for next
season. The Pointe is a townhouse/
condominium community of 44
homes for 55+ residents located di-
rectly across the street from the en-
trance to the hockey rink (approxi-
mately 75 feet away). We have en-
dured excessive noise and traffic (in-
cluding idling vehicles) on a daily
basis and well beyond dusk, when the
park historically closed in the winter.
In addition, the site resembles a con-

struction zone, with ugly trailers, chain
link fencing, dirty ice/snow discarded
on the property, and delivery and
maintenance vehicles at all hours. It
neither beautifies nor enhances this
park property.

Many if not most of us are from
Westfield and chose to stay in the area
and to support a vibrant community
and downtown. We have grown chil-
dren and grandchildren who are
Westfield residents. Please under-
stand, we encourage the town to con-
tinue to provide a local ice rink. None-
theless, please relocate it to a more
appropriate location! Such a business
– and it is indeed a business – does not
belong on a Green Acres park in a
residential neighborhood.”

This experiment began the end of
September and as of now is still a
daily nightmare for us, certainly last-
ing far longer than the four months
the rink was in operation.

Christine Spear
President, The Pointe at Garwood

Board of Trustees
Garwood

Forty Percent of N.J. Voters Are
Disenfranchised From Elections

Many Women Do Not Even Know
They Are Pregnant Before Six Weeks

Mount Laurel After 50 Years
Almost a half century now since Ethel

Lawrence, 62 years old in 1969, and then
living in Mount Laurel organized an ef-
fort to petition Mount Laurel’s zoning
board to allow the development of an
affordable-apartment complex.

“Black” students are most segregated
in the Northeast. New York is one of the
most segregated states for black students.
Sixty-five years after the Brown v. Board
of Education students in the most racially
diverse states like California and New
York are in some of most segregated
schools and New Jersey ranks sixth  for
black students and seventh for Latino
students.

Sixty-five years later Christie, the NJ
legislature and the GOP are still fighting
for apartheid here. What has happened
here in New Jersey during this time – ? In
our town we’ve seen a tremendous re-
lease of land to developers building
“luxury” single-family homes; we’ve seen
apartment buildings go up, but with rents
unaffordable for the lower middle class
and the poor. We’ve seen homelessness
increase over 100,000 in the last year.

We have continuing lack of interest by
our town councils in moving commuters
to the railroad by simple trolley service,
which would circle our neighborhoods
picking up workers which would free up
probably all of the parking at the railroads
for other purposes; and eliminate the need
for homeowners to own cars to be left at
the RR all day.

The railroads have continued to dete-
riorate in service, quality and condition –

but fares and parking fees are constantly
hiked – making it more difficult for com-
muters to reach New York City. And this
is all despite the awareness of Global
Warming by our scientists going back to
the Industrial Revolution, the oil industry
to 1948, according to their documents,
and the public being made aware in 1957
when the Global Warming model was
shown to the public.

History of the Mount Laurel Deci-
sion; From 1999 to 2015, COAH failed
to establish affordable-housing quotas
and guidelines for municipalities, so the
Supreme Court ordered the state court to
take over that responsibility.

As a result, municipalities around the
state submitted draft affordable-housing
plans to the courts, outlining how they
will meet their obligations. Municipali-
ties around the state filed in Superior
Court for certification, which would pro-
tect them from builders remedy lawsuits.
The Cherry Hill-based Fair Share Hous-
ing Center intervened in cases where it
believed adequate affordable housing
wasn’t provided or planned.

To date, 90 towns around the state –
including 10 in Burlington County – have
reached out-of-court settlements with the
Fair Share Housing Center. In those settle-
ments, they agree to make thousands of
additional low- and moderate-income
housing units available by 2025.

It’s time [To get it done].

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

The most interesting part of Stephen
DeFelice’s anti-abortion screed
(March 21) is what he omits. First, a
little background. The Supreme
Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision
allows abortions up to about 24 weeks,
or later IF the pregnancy presents a
severe risk to the health or life of the
woman, or IF the fetus has a fatal
condition and is not viable.

Only 1.3 percent of all abortions in
the United States occur during or
after week 21. After 24 weeks, the
number is less than 1 percent. Most
neuroscientists agree that the fetus
does not feel pain until after 24 weeks,
and the fetal brain does not display
regular wave patterns during
electroencephalography (EEG) until
week 25. A heartbeat at six or seven
weeks does not confer personhood
upon or guarantee the future viability

of a fetus.
Dr. DeFelice proposes an abortion

limit of less than eight weeks, based
upon, in his words, emotion, public
opinion and politics. Several very
conservative “red” states have en-
acted limits of six weeks. Many
women do not even know they are
pregnant before six weeks. These
same states also erect hurdles and
barriers to abortion, such as 72-hour
waiting periods and closed clinics.
These six-week limits obviously vio-
late Roe v. Wade.

As a physician, Dr. DeFelice surely
knows the facts about pregnancy and
fetal development. Unfortunately, he
resorts to scare tactics, hyperbole and
religion to support his extreme anti-
choice position.

John Cantilli
Cranford

I am one of the 2.4 million indepen-
dent voters in New Jersey. Indepen-
dents outnumber both the Democrats
and the Republicans here, yet we are
excluded from the primaries and
locked out of the most important elec-
toral decisions in our state. That means
a whopping 40 percent of NJ voters
are effectively disenfranchised.

Political scientists say that we are
just “leaners”; closeted Democrats
and Republicans. In truth, we are
people of all stripes who want to vote
for the best candidates and policies,
regardless of party label. We elected
President Obama, President Trump
and even Senator Menendez.

Over the summer, the largest sur-
vey of independent voters nationally
was conducted. I helped to coordi-
nate the survey in NJ where 83 per-
cent said they wanted to see the pri-
maries open to independents without
requiring us to affiliate with a politi-
cal party and 87 percent believed the
debates should be nonpartisan. Over
80 percent are unhappy our tax dol-
lars are being spent to administer

elections that exclude us. Things don’t
have to remain this way.

The Supreme Court has established
the Democratic and Republican Par-
ties’ right to open their primaries to
independent voters. A national orga-
nization, Independent Voting, is lead-
ing the effort to open the 2020 presi-
dential primaries to independents. It
is estimated that in 2016, over 25
million voters were excluded because
the primaries were closed to indepen-
dents in their state. As part of this
effort, New Jersey Independent Vot-
ers (“NJIV”) has reached out to
Democratic Party Chair John Currie
to discuss this matter. We will be
reaching out to Republican Chair
Doug Steinhardt and other leaders in
New Jersey. Our effort to bring all of
New Jersey citizens into the voting
booth and political decision making
in our state is open to all readers who
want our democracy to include all
citizens of voting age.

Sue Davies
Jersey City

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Taupe – A dark, brownish gray
2. Tachydromian – Any of a family of

wading birds related to the plovers
3. Harborough – A lodging or inn
4. Sannup – A male American Indian

who is married

VIBEX
1. In botany, a slender and elastic shoot
2. Any of stiff hairs growing in or near

the nostrils used for touch, such as whis-
kers

3. Discolored spot or blotch of the skin
due to a subcutaneous effusion of blood

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
GIALLOLINO

1. A piece of jewelry decorated with
imitations of flowers in precious stones

2. Naples yellow pigment
3. An Italian licorice liquor
4. An Italian boy dressed in clown’s

clothing
TRIGO

1. Wheat
2. A three-horse carriage
3. Ringworm
4. A passageway or opening

GENICULATE
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. To form joints or bend like a joint
3. To give birth; to procreate
4. To force or drive out; expel

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Community Displays of Unity Can
Hopefully Help Deter Bias Crimes

Will New Developments Create
Gridlock on North, South Aves.?

The devastating attacks on two mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand, on March 15 were the
latest in a recent string of bias crimes targeting
specific race or religious groups around the world,
including here in the United States. Within just the
past few years our nation has witnessed several mass
shootings at houses of worship, along with numer-
ous hate-based assaults on individuals and property.

Once again, local residents came together in the
wake of the tragedy in a show of solidarity with the
people of New Zealand, as well as with those of all
faiths who collectively make up the fabric of our
own communities.

In Westfield, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Asso-
ciation sponsored a vigil March 19 honoring the 50
lives lost at the New Zealand mosques, as well as the
scores of others wounded. Through spoken word,
song and a spirit of unity, the interfaith crowd
showed its support for the victims and its abhorrence
for such acts of hate.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium also last
week expressed its support for the New Zealand
victims and denounced ideologies of hate that propel
these violent incidents. “We stand firmly against
hate; against the idea that bringing down another is
a way to lift oneself up,” the group stated in a letter
published in last week’s editions of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Our communities likewise expressed sorrow and
outrage following the massacre last October at the

Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pa., which
claimed 11 lives; the racially-motivated killing of
nine congregants at the Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, S.C., in 2015, and other such travesties.

We also have responded as an interfaith body to
bias crimes here at home, such as when a rally was
organized last fall to protest the anti-Semitic, racial
and other offensive graffiti discovered on an exterior
wall of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Simi-
lar incidents also had been reported at schools in
Westfield.

These public displays of unity send a highly-
visible message, to those who may have dangerous
agendas and hope to connect with like-minded
individuals, that prejudice and hate will not be
tolerated within our communities. However, we
need to regularly bolster that message through
educational forums and activities, especially for
the benefit of our young people, and to be aware of
hate messages being transmitted on social media
platforms and elsewhere.

Bias crimes have been directed against, and con-
tinue to impact, all cultural, religious and ethnic
populations. They occur in urban and suburban
settings, along the entire socio-economic spectrum,
and within all political climates. We therefore all
bear a responsibility to remain vigilant to bias in its
many forms, and to maintain a community environ-
ment where hate cannot establish even the smallest
foothold.

Anyone commuting to work, or to drop off or
pick up kids from school or after-school programs,
in the local area during peak travel hours will tell
you traffic has been getting much worse in the past
few years. With the amount of developments com-
ing into the area, the fear is not just traffic gridlock,
but whether this presents potential delays for our
firefighters, emergency medical service and police
personnel in response times to emergencies.

The reason many people moved to the area is
because of the nice housing stock, quality schools
and downtown shopping districts. They did not
likely come here to see three- and four-story, high-
density housing developments, crowded roadways
and possibly 40 kids per classroom. The latter was
reported by Cranford Superintendent of Schools
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., at last week’s planning board
hearing on the Hartz Mountain application for 905
apartments at 750 Walnut Avenue on the Cranford
border with Clark. Another 225-apartment, three-
building development is going in on Birchwood
Avenue.

Next to Cranford, the Borough of Garwood is
seeing 371 housing units (298 apartments and 73
townhomes) being constructed on the former Casale
Sheet Metal and Petro Plastics industrial sites along
South Avenue. Another 124 apartments are pro-

posed for the former Paperboard industrial site on
North Avenue.

According to the United States Census Bureau,
the South Avenue developments, known as Russo 1
and 2 as Russo Development is the developer,
would account for 15 percent of residential proper-
ties, the Paperboard site development representing
6 percent, existing rental properties accounting for
37 percent, and homeowner properties at 42 per-
cent.

Another 212-apartment, two-building develop-
ment, “Meridia At Park Square,” is under construc-
tion at 610 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park
on the former site of Domani’s/Yesterday’s restau-
rant. And a six-story, 415-apartment, two-building
development called “Meridia Roselle Park,” at
Westfield Avenue and Chestnut Street, currently is
before the Roselle Park Planning Board. Westfield
Avenue is the extension of North Avenue.

In our view, a regional planning approach is
needed, as having this many developments along
the North and South Avenue corridors could cause
a serious problem should an emergency arise. Will
North and South Avenues need to be widened to
handle the increased volume of vehicles?

Is this area of Union County just going to become
one large city?

Fanwood
Fanwood invites residents to an

important Town Hall meeting on Tues-
day, April 2 to present information
and answer questions about the up-
coming Property Revaluation Pro-
gram. Like 32 other municipalities in
the state, Fanwood has been directed
to conduct a revaluation of residen-
tial and commercial properties. The
last revaluation was done 32 years
ago.

Other Union County towns that
have completed or are in the process
of doing revaluations are Garwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park and
Westfield. The Revaluation must be
completed by October 2019. Infor-
mation about the Property Revalua-
tion Program is available on the bor-
ough website under Taxes,
www.fanwoodnj.org

The Town Hall meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. in the Forest Road Park
Building, 200 Forest Park Road.

News Clips

Union County
 Union County Clerk Joanne

Rajoppi reminds candidates for
elected office to be aware of upcom-
ing petition deadlines and filing pro-
cedures. For the June 4 primary, the
Democratic and Republican candi-
dates for countywide office -- Free-
holder and Surrogate -- must file their
petitions with my office by 4 p.m. on
April 1, said Ms. Rajoppi.

Democratic and Republican candi-
dates for municipal office, and candi-
dates for the Democratic County Com-
mittee, must file their petitions with
their municipal clerk. That deadline
is also April 1 at 4 p.m. Independent
candidates for countywide and mu-
nicipal offices must file their peti-
tions with the Union County Clerk.
The deadline for Independent peti-
tions is 4 p.m. on Primary Day, June
4.

The County Clerk’s 2019 Election
Date Guide that lists all candidate
deadlines is available on the website
unioncountyvotes.com and on the free
UC Votes mobile app for iPhone and
Androids.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org


