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CONTROVERSIAL PROJECT...Councilman Mark LoGrippo walks Westfield’s
Third Ward over the weekend with concerned residents Mark Ciasco, Candice
Norris and Mike Domogala regarding the proposed PSE&G project.

Senate Cancels Vote on
Recreation Marijuana

Mayor Explains Borough
Budget Process to Residents

 By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
hosted the second “Breaking Down
the Budget” meeting last Wednesday
evening, providing residents with in-
sight into the budget process.

Finance Committee Chairman and
Council President Marc Lazarow said
the budget process consists of receiv-
ing public feedback, prioritizing
needed borough capital expenditures
and protecting the taxpayer. Mr.
Lazarow said the goal is always “to
provide the most resources and ser-
vices” at the lowest possible cost to
residents.

The proposed 2019 budget has the
second lowest municipal tax increase
in 18 years, amounting to a $35 tax
increase per every $103,000 of as-
sessed home value, explained Mayor
Todisco. Since 2017, “a visible
downward trend” has been seen on
Garwood’s percentage of the total
tax levy, stated Mayor Todisco.

As a councilwoman, Mayor
Todisco chaired the finance com-
mittee. She said the goal is to “keep
the trend going” by reducing the
municipal tax burden on residents.
The 2017 total amount of taxes in the
borough was $18,053,385. The total
levy includes four separate entities:
municipal, school district, county and
library, said Mayor Todisco. In 2017,
33.7 percent of each Garwood tax
dollar supported the municipality’s
portion of the total tax levy.

In 2018, 32.88 percent of each tax
dollar serviced the municipality’s
portion of the total tax levy
($18,239,668).

The finance committee was chal-
lenged with “major cost increases”
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority ($51,000 increase) and
municipal recycling costs ($48,000
increase), Mr. Lazarow said.

The municipal court saw a $25,000
decrease in revenue in 2018, stated
Mr. Lazarow. However, the finance
committee has worked to make the
recreation complex “self-sustaining”
and has “doubled the available capital
funds” from $15,000 to $30,000, stated
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock.

Mr. Lazarow said the borough’s
revaluation will be completed by
2020. He said the $140,000 total cost
will be paid over five years with
$28,000 in principal and $4,200 in
interest paid per year by the borough.

Mayor Todisco initiated a Citizens
Advisory Panel after being sworn into
office in January. The panel has seven
volunteer members selected based on

Marks, Pappas Announce
Candidacies for Assembly

their wide range of professional and
life experiences, stated Mayor
Todisco. Members’ ages range from
28 to 90 years old.

Mayor Todisco said the advisory
panel has met four times thus far in
2019. The panel is charged with main-
taining resident feedback on borough
affairs and public initiatives.

Councilwoman Blumenstock said
the panel provides resident insight,
which gives a diverse perspective
when the council “makes decisions
on different issues.”

The Citizens Advisory Panel was
present during the “ladder truck” dem-
onstration. Panel members unani-
mously supported the $1.1-million
ladder truck purchase, Mayor Todisco
said. The fire department has re-
quested the truck for more than 10
years, the mayor said.

Councilman and Fire Department
Committee Chairman Richard
McCormack brought the ladder truck
to the council’s attention upon realiz-
ing 26 properties, both commercial
and privately-owned, cannot be
reached during an emergency by the
department’s current equipment.

Mr. McCormack said one site is the
top of Lincoln School.

Additional capital requests include
an emergency management vehicle
($35,000), updated police vehicle com-
puter systems ($33,000) and a street
sweeper ($275,000), stated Mr.
Lazarow. The police vehicle com-
puter systems are operating “Win-
dows 7,” which will be technologi-
cally obsolete within a year, he said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the
borough’s street sweeper is equip-
ment which has been requested by
residents on the advisory panel and
throughout the borough for “quite
some time now.”

The budget will be finalized and
sent for state review today, March 28,
Councilman Lazarow said. The bud-
get will be officially adopted on Tues-
day, April 30.

Martin Marks

Watson Coleman Statement
On Legalizing Marijuana

Measure Creates State
Income Tax Deduction
For Charitable Giving
TRENTON — Legislation sponsored

by Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield) that would
provide a boost to state charities, offer
relief to taxpayers, and increase support
for communities in need has been ap-
proved by the New Jersey Senate. The
bill, S-2179, creates a state income tax
deduction for contributions made to quali-
fied New Jersey-based charities.

Mr. Kean noted that New Jersey’s non-
profits would receive approximately $30 in
donations for every dollar the state loses in
income tax revenues.

Harris Pappas
Bramnick: New Jersey
Has Worst Bus. Climate

TRENTON – New Jersey has the
worst business climate in the region.

“New Jersey lost 9,300 private sec-
tor jobs last month because of tax
madness,” said Assembly Republican
Minity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield). “The national economy
achieved job growth, but our numbers
haven’t been this bad since 2011.”

New Jersey’s taxes are higher than
any other in the region including New
York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Massachusetts and Connecticut.

“We have the highest taxes in re-
gion and it’s an absolute disaster for
job growth,” said Mr. Bramnick.
“New Jersey has the highest income,
corporate, sales and property taxes in
the region. We are higher than our
neighboring states and we are losing
jobs because of it. Stop the madness.”

TRENTON — Martin Marks of
Cranford and Harris Pappas of Spring-
field have announced their candida-
cies for New Jersey General Assem-
bly in the General Election to be held
Monday, November 4.

Mr. Marks, a dentist, is the former
mayor of Scotch Plains where he
served on the township council for 12
years from 1997-2008. Mr. Pappas,
an independent insurance broker
served on the Springfield Township
Committee from 1992 to 1994, is
experienced having held several se-
nior level positions in both state and
county governments in New Jersey
over several decades. Both Mr. Marks
and Mr. Pappas will run under the
Conservative banner in the General
Election.

The District 21 Assembly seats have
been occupied by incumbent Repub-
lican Assembly members Jon
Bramnick and Nancy Munoz. Mr.
Bramnick has served as the Republi-
can Minority Leader in the Assembly.

“It is a shame that someone like Jon
Bramnick who is viewed as a Repub-
lican leader in our state has gone out
of his way to attack a sitting Republi-
can President and his supporters,”
Mr. Marks said in his announcement
press release. “If he cannot be sup-
portive of a Republican President,
Mr. Bramnick should have just kept
silent. I wish he would have spent as
much time assailing the extraordinar-
ily liberal policies of Governor (Phil)
Murphy as he has going after Donald
Trump. By publicly proclaiming him-
self a ‘moderate,’ Mr. Bramnick is
simply thumbing his nose at the Con-
servative New Jersey voters who make
up a sizeable bloc of Republicans in
this state. I intend to give a voice to
the Conservative voters of the 21st
District.”

Mr. Pappas added, “Throughout this
campaign we will point out the endless
occasions where Bramnick and Munoz
have refused to stand up for the con-
servative principles that are hallmarks
of the Republican Party. Perhaps the
most egregious slap in the taxpayers
face was when they were facilitators of
the 23 cent per gallon increase in our
gas tax. Jon Bramnick championed
the passage of the tax increase and
voted in favor.

“Nancy Munoz refused to vote at
all after previously voting yes for the
gas tax several months earlier. Even
worse is the fact that revenue from the
gas tax hike didn’t meet expectations,
and was automatically boosted an-
other 4.3 cents per gallon just last
year. This tax is likely to continue to
spike upward for years to come. With
the additional billions of dollars in
new revenue earmarked for our trans-
portation infrastructure, why are our
roads now in their worst condition
ever? This is simply unacceptable by
any reasonable standard.”

Both candidates said they are eager to
meet the voters of the 21st District and
offer a real alternative to the “Murphy
Democrat Tax and Spend Machine,”
according to the press release.

TRENTON — State lawmakers
pulled a bill that would legalize mari-
juana in the state after failing to gain
enough votes to pass, according to
published reports.

“This fight is not over. We need to
learn from this experience and con-
tinue to move forward,” State Senate
President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) said. “While this legisla-
tion is not advancing today, I remain
committed to its passage. The Senate
was very close to 21 votes and, with

more education and advocacy, I be-
lieve we will get this legislation across
the finish line.”

A insidernj.com report indicated
that 18 of the 40 Senators would
yes on Senate Bill No. 2703.
Among the no votes are Essex
County Senators Ron Rice (D-28th,
Newark) and Dick Codey (D-27th,
Roseland), both Democrats. The
legislation was likely to pass in the
Assembly with between 41 and 43
“yes” votes.

WASHINGTON, D.C.  –  Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton) issued a statement
on March 20 on proposals in the New
Jersey State Assembly and Senate to
legalize recreation marijuana. State
lawmakers pulled the legislation on

Monday due to a lack of votes to pass
the measure. The Congresswoman’s
statement is as follows:

“The criminalization of marijuana
has done real damage to lives, families
and whole communities among people
of color in this country. When it comes
to drug use and addiction, we have
frequently and mistakenly used the
criminal justice system with black and
brown people, while seeking treat-
ment, leniency and healthcare for white
users...Marijuana use is the same be-
tween black and white Americans, yet
Black people are nearly four times
more likely to be arrested — and with
that arrest, they suddenly face conse-
quences like losing eligibility for af-
fordable housing, access to jobs, and
even financial aid for college.

“The inclusion of expungement
mechanisms for low-level marijuana
offenses will help hundreds of thou-
sands of New Jerseyans regain access
to critical tools that will allow them to
achieve economic security, and the
path to vacated convictions provided
in this measure will finally address the
circumstances of thousands of people
serving sentences for low-level mari-
juana offenses. This (New Jersey’s)
legislation is the nation’s most com-
prehensive effort to correct the years
of well-documented bias in marijuana
enforcement. I’m proud to once again
point to our state as a model for social
justice measures across the country,
and look forward to seeing this mea-
sure become law.”
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