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Call today to set up your private tour. 
877-395-1715

Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community 

Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy maintenance-free
living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities to encourage a robust
social calendar and good friends to share great times with. After all, living
well is the best kind of wellness.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.”

 

    ways
        to live well.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Welcome Wednesdays
Open House

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Arrest Made In Death Of
35-Yr. Old Fanwood Woman

COUNTY — A 39-year-old Lin-
den man has been arrested in the
death of a Fanwood woman in Janu-
ary as she was crossing a street in
Linden.

At a press conference held last
Wednesday, Union County Acting
Union County Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan said Ibn Collins, 39, has
been charged with first-degree aggra-
vated manslaughter, first-degree death
by auto while driving while intoxi-
cated within 1,000 feet of a school,
second-degree hindering apprehen-
sion, and fourth-degree tampering
with evidence in connection with the
death of 35-year-old Meghan Crilly
of Fanwood.

Ms. Crilley, a second-grade teacher
at Beechwood Elementary School in
Mountainside, was struck at 1:55 a.m.
by a vehicle traveling south on Wood
Avenue in the area of St. Georges
Avenue. The vehicle then fled travel-
ing south on North Wood Avenue,
according to authorities. She had been
out with friends when she was struck.

A joint investigation by the Union
County Homicide Task Force and the
Linden Police Department Traffic
Bureau revealed that just before 2 a.m.
on January 20, Ms. Crilly and three
friends were crossing North Wood
Avenue at its intersection with St.
Georges Avenue (Route 27) in Linden
when Collins, driving a red 2015 Jeep
Grand Cherokee, struck her with his
vehicle, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Colleen Ruppert,
who is prosecuting the case.

The investigation later revealed that
Collins had been drinking on his birthday
at a Kenilworth bar before driving back to
Linden that night, Ms. Ruppert said.

Authorities said Collins did not slow
down or stop following the impact, but
continued through the intersection.

Ms. Crilly sustained multiple seri-
ous injuries as a result including spi-
nal damage, a broken pelvis, a broken
ankle, and a broken tibia, according
to a GoFundMe page setup to raise
funds for the family to pay for her
medical bills.  Over $59,000 was
raised by 850 donors, according to
GoFundMe.

She was pronounced dead at a local
hospital 11 days after she was struck.

“It’s abundantly clear from the out-
pouring of support the victim’s fam-
ily has received that Meghan was an
extraordinarily beloved daughter, sis-
ter, friend, and teacher,” Mr. Monahan
said. “While this arrest doesn’t bring
her back, we believe it is a first step
toward securing the justice Meghan
and her loved ones deserve.”

Collins has charged with hindering
and tampering with evidence because
the investigation further revealed that
he leveraged his employment at a
Westfield auto body shop to hide his
vehicle following the accident, and
also to order replacement parts repair
it there in an attempt to conceal his
responsibility for the crime.

He was arrested March 18 and
lodged in the Union County jail pend-
ing a first appearance and detention
hearing, that were tentatively sched-
uled for March  25. The prosecution
has filed a motion to have Collins
detained prior to trial due to the seri-
ousness of the charges and other fac-
tors, authorities said.

Anyone with information about this
incident is being urged to contact
Sergeant Johnny Ho at (908) 403-
8271 or  Detective Hartsfield at (908)
451-1873 at the Prosecutor’s Office.

“This case, like so many others, is
tragic. Meghan’s death was a hun-
dred percent preventable, and drivers
need to know that we will pursue
them and hold them accountable to
the fullest extent possible,” Linden
Police Chief David Hart said.

Convictions on charges of this na-
ture are commonly punishable by up
to 30 years in state prison, according
to the prosecutor’s office.

In addition to her Huskie, Louie, Ms.
Crilley is survived by parents, Ann and
Tom; her brother Brett Beris and sister-
in-law Janet, her sister Jennifer Bilgrav
and brother-in-law Paul; nieces and
nephews and her boyfriend, Nick
D’Amico.

The family has requested tha con-
tributions be made in memory of
Meghan to the Sharing Network Foun-
dation, 691 Central Avenue, New
Providence, N.J. 07974 or to the As-
sociated Humane Society, 2960
Shafto Road, Tinton Falls, N.J. 07753.

Ibn Collins

Freeholders Complete
Hearings on Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holders’ fiscal affairs committee  last
week held the last of three meetings with
department heads regarding the $491-
million county executive budget, which
includes a proposed tax levy of $368.2
million.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi presented her business of-
fice budget of $2,496,139, which in-
cludes salaries of $2,254,139.

Ms. Rajoppi noted that the record-
ing division of the clerk’s office
brought in $42 million in recording
and real estate transfer fees in 2018.
That total, she noted, is $2 million
below 2018 revenues. She said 46
percent of revenues raised by the re-
cording division goes to the state,
with the balance, $9 million in 2018,
to Union County.

The county clerk’s business office
saw revenues top $770,000, the high-
est in the history of the office, Ms.
Rajoppi said. She said an increase in
passport fees resulted in a $136,700
increase in revenues from passport
applications.

The election division proposed
budget for 2019 is $1.4 million,
$113,000 over the 2018 adopted bud-
get, of which $154,409 is for salaries.
Another $1.2 million is budgeted for
other expenses, which Ms. Rajoppi
attributed mostly to printing ballots
per the increase in Vote By Mail bal-
lots in addition to official, sample and
provisional ballots.

She said changes in the state law
regarding Vote By Mail ballots re-
quire multiple mailings of letters to
voters who received those ballots to
opt out in future elections. Ms.
Rajoppi said the cost of mailing those
letters combined with the increase in
printing and mailing costs for Vote
By Mail ballots themselves has sig-
nificantly increased her printing costs.
Ms. Rajoppi said the special enve-
lopes for those ballots are especially
expensive to produce. She said an op-
out letter was mailed to 10,000 voters
in early March who received Vote By
Mail ballots for the 2018 General
Election as required by state law.

Also, she said an increased num-
bers voters who received Vote By
Mail ballots are showing up at polling
places causing voters to cast provi-
sional ballots, thus raising the print-
ing cost for provisional ballots. Pro-
visional ballots are used if a voter’s
name does not appear in the polling
book or if they received a Mail-In
Ballot at home. This is done to ensure

a voter doesn’t vote twice.
Union County First Assistant Pros-

ecutor Albert Cernadas presented a
$24,199,583 budget which includes
salaries of $22,494,583, an amount
that is $269,573 over last year’s
adopted budget, but $2.1 million over
what was spent on salaries in 2018.
The overall office’s budget is up
$224,575 over last year.

The office’s other expenses line item
is $855,000, part of which, Mr. Cernadas
said, includes transcripts in other lan-
guages which he said can be expensive.

County Counsel Robert Barry pre-
sented $1,889,806 budget for the
counsel’s office, representing a slight
$18,973 increase over last year’s
adopted budget, but $257,200 over what
was actually spent in 2018. He said the
office handled 124 new tort claims and
122 lawsuits against the county in 2018.
The office also collected $107,000 in
bail forfeitures in 2018.

The county adjuster’s office also is
under the county counsel department.
That office handles hearings for in-
voluntary commitments of county
residents to mental institutions as well
as mental health background reports
for persons applying for gun permits.
A total of 2,937 consents for mental
health reports for firearm applica-
tions were processed in 2018.

The county adjuster’s 2019 budget
request is $437,671, an amount that is
$41,000 over last year’s budget.

Join Us!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY

at Lantern Hill

Get an inside look at 
vibrant retirement living 
in New Providence. 

Come and tour our beautiful 

campus and maintenance-

free homes. Experience 

top-notch amenities and 

discover dozens of exciting 

clubs, classes, and activities.

Sunday, 
March 31, 2019

1:00 p.m.
535 Mountain Avenue

New Providence, NJ 07974

Call 
1-800-208-1976
for more information 

and directions.

Bring Your Friends and Family!

New Providence  |  LanternHillCommunity.com13
41
06
86

This event will not include a formal 

marketing presentation, but sales associates 

will be on hand to answer your questions.

Bramnick: Drug Dealers
Shouldn’t Get Off Hook
TRENTON – Assembly Republi-

can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) last week voiced
serious concerns with letting con-
victed drug dealers caught with five
pounds of marijuana more easily clear
their record.

“Only in New Jersey would they
expunge a drug dealer’s record for some-
thing that still remains a crime,” said
Mr. Bramnick. “It’s outrageous that
Trenton would expunge a drug dealer’s
criminal background in an effort to gain
enough votes for legalization.”

Mr. Bramnick also said it was unfair
that the vote to expand medical mari-
juana is being held hostage unless the
recreational marijuana bill is passed.

“There is no good reason that pa-
tients should have to wait for better
care until recreational marijuana is
legalized,” Mr. Bramnick said.

The state Senate pulled the recre-
ational marijuana bill on Monday af-
ter failing to gain enough support to
pass the measure.

MUCH NEEDED GRANT...The Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad has re-
ceived a $4,000 grant from the Junior League of Summit, Inc. for the purchase
of digital radios that will be compatible with other communications systems used
by first responders in Summit and the surrounding area. The grant will help
offset the total cost of a $140,000 upgrade from analog equipment to digital
radios.

Scotch Plains Announces
NJ Local Gov. Week Events
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-

ship of Scotch Plains will be joining
municipalities across New Jersey in
celebrating NJ Local Government
Week from April 7 to April 13.

“New Jersey Local Government
Week is an opportunity to engage
our residents and help them become
more informed about the many ser-
vices we provide, while celebrating
the importance and work of local
government,” said Mayor Al Smith.
“We are excited about participating
in NJ Local Government Week and
hope to engage students, residents,
business owners, and senior citizens
in our upcoming events.”

Below is a list of events planned for
the week so far. Please check
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/ for updates.

Tuesday, April 9, Coffee with Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler (Open
to all Scotch Plains residents and the
public). Get to know your council-
woman and ask questions about town-
ship issues.

Location: Massa Roman Square
Pizzaand Italian Specialties, 405 Park
Avenue, 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.;

Wednesday, April 10, Business/Eco-
nomic Development Roundtable (Open
to all Scotch Plains business owners).
Mayor Smith and Deputy Mayor Josh
Losardo will answer questions from
business owners regarding business and
economic development issues.

Location: Scotch Plains Town Hall,
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,

6 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 11, Scotch Plains

Town Hall Open House/Tour (Open
to all Scotch Plains residents/public).

Mayor Smith and Councilman Roc
White will lead a public tour of Town
Hall departments and answer questions.

Location: Scotch Plains Town Hall,
430 Park Avenue, 3 to 5 p.m.

NJ Local Government Week, spon-
sored by the New Jersey State League
of Municipalities, is a weeklong cel-
ebration that raises awareness about
the importance of municipal govern-
ment and its daily impact on residents.

Car Insurance Policy
Disclosure Limit Bill
Clears State Senate

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), which would re-
quire car insurers to disclose policy
limits under certain circumstances,
cleared the state Senate on Monday.

The bill, S-2429, would provide
that an insurer who receives a request
for disclosure of the policy limits
must provide them in writing within
30 days from receipt of the request.

The bill would set certain param-
eters for the disclosure requests, in-
cluding that it must be submitted in
writing.

This bill was released from the
Senate by a vote of 27-9.


