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Sunday, March 31st • 10AM – 3PM • Union Catholic High School  

Exh ib i t s  •  Demons t ra t ions  •  Food Trucks  •  Hea l th  Sc reen ings  •  Giveaways

HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12:00 – 4:00 (or by appt)
Sales Office: 208 Echo Ridge Way, Mountainside, NJ

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: EchoRidgeNJ.com

Echo Ridge

CHRISTINA BOVE  
Cell: 908.416.6364   

Office 908.273.1900

NO AGE RESTRICTIONS
FIRST FLOOR  

MASTER BEDROOM SUITES

• VISIT OUR FURNISHED MODELS
•  9’ First Floor Ceilings, 70” tall 

windows, abundant natural lighting
•  Secluded setting -  

bordered by woodland conservation
•  3 bedroom, 2.5 baths, den,  

2-car garage and deck or patio
•  Close to NYC bus route  

(45-55 minute commute)
• Luxury features are included
• 5 designs choices

PRICED FROM $698,000

Stylish townhomes only two miles from downtown Westfield.

has requested four mobile data termi-
nals totaling $31,152 and an E-Ticket
technology system costing $11,728,
stated Mr. Tomkins.

The rescue squad has requested
$67,436 in capital requests in the
2019 budget. The squad requested a
Stryker Power-Load system for am-
bulance 579 for $44,855, stated Mr.
Tomkins. The squad requested
trunked portable radios to facilitate
interoperable communications on the
county P25 radio network totaling
$22,581.

The public works department re-
quested $264,000 in capital expendi-
tures, Mr. Tomkins said. A 20-yard
trash compactor was requested cost-
ing $195,000. He said public works
has sought a utility vehicle equipped
with a water tank and plow for
$38,000.

Additional utility-vehicle plow at-
tachments were requested for
$31,000, stated Mr. Tomkins.

No capital expenditures were offi-
cially approved. Any expected capi-
tal expenditures will be included in
the final budget introduction, Mr.
Tomkins said.
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Fanwood

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE DEVELOPMENT ALONG ROUTE 28...Construction is well underway
for a 212-apartment, two-building development, “Meridia At Park Square,”
located along Route 28 at 610 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park on the
former site of Domani’s/Yesterday’s restaurant. It will also have commercial
space and a parking garage.  In addition, the Roselle Park Planning Board is in the
midst of hearing the application for a 415-apartment unit, two-building develop-
ment, called “Meridia Roselle Park,” at Westfeld Avenue and Chestnut Street.
The thoroughfare is the extension of North Avenue.

Hackensack River, noting that 11 per-
cent of time when it opens to allow
shipping traffic to cross underneath,
it fails to then properly close, causing
delays that can affect 80,000 people.
“It’s a disaster happening in slow
motion.”

 Commuters would gain “reliabil-
ity, resilience, redundancy and ca-
pacity” if a new bridge and new tun-
nels are built, Mr. Zaro said, and
would be a “boon” to the regional
economy.

He said New Jersey, New York and
Port Authority officials are “doing all
they can to move this project for-
ward” but are running into roadblocks
as they seek the necessary federal
funding to go along with the $1.4
billion already secured. He said fed-
eral assistance has been applied for
and environmental impact studies
have been completed. The Federal
Railroad Administration has already
approved the project, but the Federal
Transit Administration has yet to do
likewise. “We continue to wait on
Washington,” Mr. Zaro said, as he
expressed optimism that, with sev-
eral local Democrats now chairing
critical committees in the House of
Representatives, a greater push for
further funding can be made.
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One-Seat Ride

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOWNTOWN DIG...Two lots on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains have been cleared
to make way for the construction of a new bank building, the first significant
downtown construction project in years.

sion members agreed to put the in-
formation for the summer movie se-
ries on a postcard format as in previ-
ous years.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Tuesday, April 23, at 7 p.m.,
at LaGrande Park.
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eral fund budget for 2018-2019 was
about $65 million.

“It would create the type of bur-
den I don’t know how the district
will overcome,” Mr. Rubin said.

Mr. Haber in his calculations of
the impacts to the school district
modeled the average yield of similar
newly constructed, multi-family units
in communities in New Jersey that
have the same District Factor Group
(DFG), as well as similar quality of
community, quality of life, desirabil-
ity of the community, the quality of
the school district, the age of the
school district, and the housing turn-
over in the school district. In study-
ing the impacts of 750 Walnut Av-
enue, he compared Chatham Town-
ship, Madison, New Providence,
Westfield, Summit, Ridgewood,
Glen Ridge, Berkeley Heights and
Springfield.

He also asked questions of the
Cranford school district principals,
gathering data from them on each
school, and subsequently met with

each principal, and in his conclu-
sion, he said, “What I found is these
buildings are all fully utilized.” He
said expansion would need to oc-
cur and a neighborhood school built,
and, if not, then the class size would
need to increase, an end game that
would be “hurting the program,” he
said.

The school district’s business ad-
ministrator, Robert Carfagno, is to
testify at the next planning board meet-
ing, to be held Wednesday, April 3.
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750 Walnut Avenue

Westfield: Budget, PSE&G
High-Volt. Line Project

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — In a 7-to-1 vote,
the town council on Tuesday intro-
duced the 2019 municipal budget
which calls for a municipal tax levy
of $27,976,295. Taxes are to have a
zero percent tax increase with the
average assessed home, of
$795,159, has increased after the
town’s revaluation process; in 2018
the average was $181,931. The av-
erage residential taxes is $16,730.

The town has maintained
Westfield’s AAA bond rating,
Mayor Shelley Brindle said.

Total revenues have increased by
6 percent, total expenditures in-
creased by 2.32 percent and surplus
is targeted to be $9.5 million. About
$5 million in surplus funds have
been shifted to allow for the zero
percent increase in taxes, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said while
presenting the budget.

Finance Chair Linda Habgood
said the move of surplus funds was
given approvals by the town’s ac-
countant and its investment advisor
committee. Finance Committee
member Jo Ann Neylan voted
against the budget saying using sur-
plus to manage the budget is a “bad
trend.”

During public comment, the coun-
cil chambers was filled with people
opposing PSE&G’s plan to install
high voltage power lines along resi-
dential routes.

There will be a public meeting
regarding PSE&G’s project to in-
stall high voltage power lines on
Wednesday, April 10 at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Some 1,900 signatures have been
garnered in a petition spearheaded
by Ed Kevelson, and a group
formed, No Monster Power Lines
Westfield, to oppose the high-volt-
age power lines in Westfield.

The residents were concerned
about the health and safety of their
children. The council was asked by
residents to find out if PSE&G has
the approval by the Board of Public
Utilities (BPU) to install these lines
in the routes proposed and if the
project is required to happen.

PSE&G wants to install the high-
voltage lines to power substations
and connect substations so if one
substation fails to provide the power
to homes, then homes will have
power provided from another sub-
station, PSE&G representatives had
said at a town council meeting a
month ago. These high-voltage
lines, or 69 kV, will be replacing
lower voltage lines, 26kV, that cur-
rently exist. “They are trying to con-
nect a substation from Scotch Plains
to one they are building on Walnut
Avenue in Cranford,” Mayor
Shelley Brindle said of this project
in Westfield. (As of a month ago,
PSE&G has not yet come to an
agreement to buy land at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue with the property owner.)

According to the PSE&G website,
this initiative is to be done through-
out the state. The originally pro-
posed route according to the website
is along Scotch Plains Avenue,
Shackamaxon Drive, Rahway Av-
enue, Grove Street, Central Avenue,
and Sycamore Street.

Resident Mona Purse who lives
on the route impacted by the PSE&G
project, said PSE&G “needs to do a
better job communicating this to
residents.” She said they have not
notified the residents.

The town council has been work-
ing with PSE&G to change their
plans.

Councilman Doug Stokes said,
“We have heard the route is going to
be changed but we don’t know what
that will be. … As a council we are
standing behind you.”

Mr. Kevelson said while some
residents are encouraged by the
council’s support others want more
details and fear that PSE&G will
move forward. Mayor Brindle had
noted that municipalities have “no
authority” over utilities. However,
Westfield does require them to come
before the full council before mov-
ing forward with any utility work.

Also, during public comment,
resident Walter Korfmacher urged
the council to eliminate its ordi-
nance that bans solar panels to be
installed on the front roof of houses.
He asked the town council to be “a
leader in the climate change fight.”
He asked the council to add solar
panels on municipal buildings and
parking lots and school buildings
where there are currently none. He
said at the schools in town that do
have solar panels that the schools
are seeing a savings in energy costs.
Solar panels also help to lower emis-
sions of fossil fuels, he said.

Councilman Frank Arena said,
“There goes the zero-percent tax
increase” and later stated climate
change is a “catch phrase.”

Councilwoman Mackey said the
council is looking into adding elec-
tric car charging stations in parking
lots, and solar options, as well as
“finding a balance on the home-
owner front” with the ordinance.

George Rizk, a resident in town,
who was recently denied a variance
request to install Tesla solar panels
on the front roof of his home, also
asked to overturn the ordinance. He
said the solar panels from Tesla are
designed to be aesthetically appeal-
ing.

Two town also voted 7-1 to change
the ordinance to allow for the sale
of alcohol take place at an earlier
time. The town council had changed
the ordinance recently to align the
start time with state guidelines, how-
ever in doing so had caused a local
retailer to push back the time it can
sell alcohol.

During the conference session, the
town council said it is asking residents
to fill out a survey on leaf collection—
https : / /www.westf ie ldnj .gov/
leafcollectionsurvey.

Also, the council said a meeting
will be held on Wednesday, April 3,
in the Community Room in Town
Hall for residents to give input on
the parks plan and master plan.

Borough Sees Significant
Increase in Tests Scores

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief
School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky, Ed.d, commended the
district’s teachers, staff and students,
at Tuesday’s board of education meet-
ing, for the significant increase in the
state standardized test known as the
Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers
(PARCC). Deerfield School ranked
76th in the state with a score of 88.2
percent.

Additional details and data regard-
ing the results of the PARCC testing
will be shared at the Tuesday, April
30 board of education meeting.
PARCC assessments are aligned with
the Common Core State Standards
and are designed to measure student’s
ability to apply their knowledge of
concepts rather than simply memo-
rizing facts.

The board awarded Teacher/Sup-
port Staff of the Year Awards pursu-
ant to the Governors Teacher Recog-
nition Program to Janine Cardone,
Amanda Somers-Guerassio, Suan
Gerakaris, and Marilyn Nacci. Ms.
Cardone is a third-grade teacher at
Beechwood School who is also a long-
time resident of Mountainside whose
children are alumni of the
community’s schools. Ms. Somers-
Guerassio is the school psychologist
at Beechwood. Her colleagues de-
scribed Ms. Somers-Guerassio as an
essential member of the child study
team who is an asset to the school
community.

Ms. Gerakaris is a paraprofessional
at Deerfield who was described as
warm, caring and firm. Ms. Nacci is a
paraprofessional at Beechwood who
is committed to helping children suc-
ceed.

The Governor’s Teacher Recogni-
tion Program was established in 1985
to acknowledge educators who ex-
hibit outstanding performance. The
criteria for selection includes effec-
tive use of instructional techniques
and methods, a productive classroom
climate, rapport with students, and a
commitment to developing a love of
learning in students.

Ms. Lubarksy advised that the dis-
trict had received a $2,000 grant from
the Westfield Rake and Hoe Garden
Club. The funds will be used to create
an outdoor learning center at Deerfield
and a $5,000 grant from the Watts
Foundation to be used to purchase
curtains for the Deerfield School
stage. There will be a workshop on
safety and security for parents on
Monday, April 1 at 7:30 p.m., and in
the event there are no more winter
storms, the three unused snow days
will be used on April 22, May 24 and
May 28.

The PTO’s Spring Fling will be
held on Friday, March 29 at the Hilton
Garden Inn and will include a Tricky
Tray auction and a 50/50 raffle. A
portion of the proceeds from the raffle
will be used to establish a scholarship
in honor of Meghan Crilly, a teacher
who was killed in a hit and run acci-
dent earlier this year.

The board conducted a first read-
ing of the State Department of
Education’s guidelines on transgender
students. The state guidelines say
school districts must allow
transgender students to use the facili-
ties and participate in sports or activi-
ties, which are gender segregated,
and consistent with the gender the
student identifies with. The guide-
lines leave open the option to use a
unisex bathroom and include a re-
quirement that transgender students
are addressed by the name and pro-
noun they chose, regardless of a legal
name change. In addition, a student
does not need parental consent and
school districts are not obligated to
notify parents of a student’s gender
expression or identify.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Michelle Plum
expressed concern over turnover in
the position of assistant superinten-
dent of special education, noting that
Christine Orozco had served in the
position for less than two years be-
fore being replaced by Anne Cook
earlier this month. Board members
assured Ms. Plum and the public that
staffing decisions are a thought-in-
tensive process and that Ms. Cook
knows the community’s schools and
students since she has been a member
of the testing team for many years.
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